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The Secret of 


The 49ers’ approach is expensive, but it’s hard 
to argue with the results of the team of the ’80s 


By IRA MILLER 
San Francisco Chronicle 


reporter ran into Keith Simon, a San 

Francisco 49ers vice president, on an 
airplane flying to Tokyo. It was about a 
month before the 49ers themselves would 
be heading to Japan to play an exhibition 
game. 

After greeting the reporter, Simon— 
who was making the trip for the third 
time in two months—explained that he 
would return to San Francisco the next 
day. The 49ers, he said, were concerned 
that time and language differences might 
cause a problem with their hotel arrange- 
ments, and so Simon was popping in and 
out of Tokyo to iron out any wrinkles. 

A year later, the 49ers had similar con- 
cerns about a five-day team vacation and 
Super Bowl ring ceremony in Hawaii. No 
fewer than six club executives made pre- 
trip trips to chart out the territory, lest 
the flower arrangements in the rooms not 
be just right. 

No doubt there are other businesses 
that routinely send executives skipping 
across the globe to handle all manner of 
problems great and small. But few of 
those businesses involve ball clubs. In- 
deed, there are few, if any, pro sports 
franchises that match the 49ers when it 
comes to the top-shelf manner in which 
they operate every phase of their organi- 
zation. 

For example: 

Salaries. The 49ers have the league’s 
highest payroll. They are willing to rene- 
gotiate contracts to keep players happy 
when circumstances indicate a raise may 
be justifiable. The 49ers recently offered 
to renegotiate quarterback Joe Montana's 
three-year contract extension even before 
it was scheduled to take effect because 
other quarterbacks’ salaries had in- 
creased in the two years since Montana 
signed the deal. 

@ Travel. Rather than use the smaller 
planes chartered by most football teams, 
the 49ers travel in wide-body jets to make 
the players more comfortable. Players 
also can have single rooms on the road if 
they so desire. It may be just a coinci- 
dence, but the 49ers had the best road rec- 
ord in the National Football League in the 
1980s (55-20-1), and twice they compiled 
8-0 records away from home. No other 
team has done that even once. 

© Preparation. Airplanes feature what 
are called “redundant” systems, which 
ensure that if a primary system fails, its 
backup will work. The 49ers’ personnel 
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i n the summer of 1989, a vacationing 


department works the same way. They 
cross-check everything and sign players 
even before they need them so they won't 
be caught short. 

© Scouting. San Francisco is one of only 
three NFL teams (along with the Los An- 
geles Raiders and Denver Broncos) that 
does not belong to a scouting combine. 
The 49ers left a combine six years ago 
because they found themselves wasting 
time collecting information for other 
teams that they didn’t need. Handling 
their own scouting requires more exhaus- 
tive research, but it also permits their 
scouts to concentrate solely on San Fran- 
cisco’s needs. 

e Facilities. In 1988, the 49ers moved 
into a $10 million, state-of-the-art training 
facility in Santa Clara, Calif. The ll-acre 
site includes three football fields, an in- 
door swimming pool, racquetball courts 
and a private lunchroom for the players. 

@ Gifts. Club Owner Eddie DeBartolo 
showers everyone in the organization 
with gifts. He bought Coach George Sei- 
fert a 23-foot fishing boat last winter. He 
gave John McVay, the club’s vice presi- 
dent/football administration, a baby 
grand piano as a housewarming gift. One 
middle-level executive says he has re- 
ceived an Oriental rug, an oak desk and 
dining room furniture from the owner. 
DeBartolo gave all the players’ wives $500 
gift certificates from a major department 
store last Christmas. There are Christmas 
bonuses and presents for the administra- 
tors, coaches and office staff. All the 
wives of coaches and executives get two 
dozen long-stemmed roses at Christmas 
and Easter. There’s always a team Christ- 
mas party for the kids, too. DeBartolo 
sends flowers when a player’s wife has a 
baby and a card when someone is ill. 

While most businesses look for ways to 
save time and money, the 49ers some- 
times seem determined to spend as much 
of both as they can. In fact, if it weren’t 
for their success, the 49ers might be con- 
sidered one of the most wasteful organiza- 
tions in pro sports. But they have been 
successful—the 49ers were the undisputed 
team of the ’80s, a decade in which they 
won four Super Bowls and more regular- 
season games (104) than any other team 
—and that marvelous record probably 
was due in no small part to their largesse, 
their attention to detail, their thorough- 
ness in every aspect of the club’s opera- 
tion. 

That organizational philosophy can be 
traced directly to DeBartolo, the presi- 
dent and chief administrative officer of 
the Edward J. DeBartolo Corp., a major 
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real estate development and manage- 
ment company founded by his father in 
Youngstown, O. When he bought the 49ers 
in 1977, the franchise was struggling. And 
as the club ran through four coaches and 
mostly losing games in his first four years 
at the helm, the Youngstown resident was 
criticized as an absentee owner. 

Funny how perceptions change. DeBar- 
tolo hasn’t moved to San Francisco, but 
with four Super Bowl titles under his belt, 
he now is widely regarded as the best 
owner in the league. 

DeBartolo’s formula is simple: Hire 
good people, pay them well, let them do 
their job and stay out of the way. He still 
lives in Youngstown, as does his longtime 
pal and attorney, Carmen Policy, the 
49ers’ executive vice president. They stay 
in almost daily phone contact with 
McVay, Simon and Seifert, and most of 
the club’s operations are approved in 
Ohio. Only the football decisions are made 
in California. 

Each of the three vice presidents has 
his own primary responsibilities. Policy 
handles league affairs and serves as the 
team’s general counsel. Simon deals with 
finances. McVay directs the football end 
of the front office. Only rarely do DeBar- 
tolo and Policy get involved directly. One 
such occasion was in 1989, when the 49ers 
still had several holdouts well into train- 
ing camp. Policy took charge of the con- 
tract negotiations, and everybody settled 
within a couple of days. 

“I don’t think we’re set up that different 
from a lot of clubs,” DeBartolo said. “It’s a 
little bit different, obviously, because of 
my living in Ohio. But I think we’ve been 
able to overcome that situation, maybe 
because of the ability to keep the organi- 
zation together and have some continuity. 
But we're involved in all phases of it.” 

A critical phase in any football organi- 
zation is its ability to locate, acquire and 
keep good players. The 49ers consider 
this their highest priority. 

During the season, for example, they 
have not one, but two personnel men who 
keep separate “disaster lists” of players 
who might be available as replacements 
for injured 49ers. Most clubs would consid- 
er this a part-time responsibility for one 
person. 

Allan Webb, the 49ers’ director of pro 
personnel, and Neal Dahlen, a football ad- 
ministrator, maintain their own lists and 
rankings of out-of-work players. They do 
this independently; their offices are even 
on opposite sides of the 49ers’ fortress-like 
headquarters building in Santa Clara. It 
might seem like a waste of time and effort 


to have two people doing the same thing, 
but the 49ers consider it prudent. 

“You get what you want,” McVay said. 
“We want two opinions.” 

Actually, they get more than that. The 
49ers also belong to a pro scouting ser- 
vice, so they get yet another opinion be- 
fore they even begin the active process of 
checking film, medical reports and the 
like. 

Never was the value of this system 
demonstrated more clearly than during 
the team’s 1989 run to the Super Bowl 
XXIV championship. 

During the year, the 49ers suffered in- 
juries that forced them to rely on backup 
players at one of the inside linebacker po- 
sitions and nose tackle. Many teams 
would respond by promoting a backup 
and then finding another backup to fill the 
roster spot. The 49ers’ response, however, 
is to find another potential starter. That 
was how inside linebacker Matt Millen, 
late of the Raiders, and nose tackle Jim 
Burt, late of the New York Giants, came 
to join the 49ers. Both were high-mileage 
veterans with Super Bowl rings who had 
been released but still had some tread on 
their tires. 

Burt started three games for the 49ers, 
but Millen was an especially key acquisi- 
tion. He wound up as a starter for the en- 
tire second half of the season and the 
playoffs after linebacker Jim Fahnhorst 
was injured. After the season ended, the 
49ers’ coaches admitted that Millen’s play 
had exceeded even their expectations, 
and they made him one of their 37 pro- 
tected veteran players in 1990. 

It wasn’t just dumb luck that bailed out 
the 49ers. It was the willingness to pay top 
dollar for a player who didn’t even fit into 
their immediate plans. Millen had been 
pursued by several other teams, including 
the Los Angeles Rams, who wanted him 
to start for them immediately. 

“The 49ers didn’t need me,” Millen said 
at the time. “Of the final five teams who 
were legitimately after me, all of them 
wanted me to play right away, except for 
one—here. There was no reason to bring 
me in.” 

McVay corrected him. “We needed him 
to come in and be ready to play whenever 
we needed him,” he said. “If you go out 
and get a guy cold and expect him to 
come in and play for you in three days, 
you're kidding, really kidding.” 

Obviously, the 49ers believe in that old 
Boy Scout motto: Be prepared. One of the 
reasons they have the league’s highest 
payroll is the big salaries they give back- 
up players—just so they’re prepared in 
case of emergency. In 1989, for example, 
they paid a backup quarterback (Steve 
Young) $900,000, a backup tight end 
(Jamie Williams) $500,000, a backup wide 
receiver (Mike Wilson) $440,000 and 
a backup cornerback (Eric Wright) 


$425,000. They spent $812,000 in salary on 
two players (Steve Wallace and Bubba 
Paris) who shared one tackle position. 
And they even lavished $325,000 on wide 
receiver Mike Sherrard, a Plan B free 
agent, knowing full well that the former 
first-round draft pick’s recovery from a 
broken leg would keep him out for the 
season. The 49ers waited patiently while 
Sherrard rehabilitated his leg and finally 
activated him during the playoffs. They’re 
hoping their patience will be rewarded in 
1990, just as Kevin Fagan, now a start- 
ing 49er defensive end, proved to be 
worth the wait after spending the 
entire 1986 season recovering from 
knee surgery. 

Contrast the Sherrard and Fagan 
situations with that of the Dol- 
phins and running back Melvin 
Bratton, Miami’s sixth-round 
draft pick in 1988. Bratton had 
torn up his knee in his final 
collegiate game at Miami 
(Fla.), and the Dolphins 
tried to sign him to a rela- 
tively small contract. Bratton 
refused to sign and went back 
into the pool of players for the 1989 
draft. He was taken by Denver in the 
seventh round and was last seen 
playing for the Broncos in Super 
Bowl XXIV. 

Never a club to rest on their laurels, 
the 49ers continued to be active in 
the free-agent market last spring. 
They signed three former Pro 
Bowl players—nose tackle Fred 
Smerlas and cornerbacks Han- 
ford Dixon and Dave Waymer, all 
Plan B free agents—at a total 1990 
cost of $1.8 million. 

Who determines the need for these ac- 
quisitions? For years it was Bill Walsh, 
who was hired by DeBartolo as the 49ers’ 
general manager/head coach in 1979. 
Walsh insisted on total control of player 
personnel as part of his price for taking 
the job, and within three years he had 
turned a 2-14 club into a Super Bowl 
champion. His success on the field al- 
lowed him to gradually increase his front- 
office power base, too. Walsh stepped 
down in 1989 after winning Super Bowl 
XXIII, thus expanding McVay’s sphere of 
influence, but Seifert inherited Walsh’s 
role as the final arbiter of player person- 
nel moves. 

In that respect, Seifert has a tough act 
to follow. Walsh was so successful as a 
coach that his ability to judge players and 
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maneuver to get them was overshadowed. 
Yet that may have been his real genius. 

Three years stand out. After the 1982 
season, the 49ers were desperate for a 
running back. Through trades, Walsh was 
able to acquire both Wendell Tyler and 
Roger Craig in 1983. The running game 
has not been a problem since. 

In 1985, when the 49ers were scheduled 
to pick last in the first round, Walsh went 
gaga watching Mississippi Valley State 
wide receiver Jerry Rice on film before 
the draft. “Bill really saw something 
there,” McVay recalled. “Bill’s the one 
who really, really liked him.” 

Walsh knew Rice wouldn’t last through 
the first round, so he started the wheels in 
motion on a trade. The 49ers ran up a 
huge phone bill, but they finally got the 
New England Patriots to agree to a deal 
that enabled San Francisco to select Rice 
with the 16th pick in the first round. 

And in 1986, Walsh engineered more 
than a dozen trades, picking up extra 
draft picks as he went along. By the time 
he finished the 49ers had drafted, between 
the second and sixth rounds, eight players 
who would play key roles on the last two 
Super Bowl champions. And they also got 
an extra first-round pick for 1987. 


Walsh often said the 49ers could maneu- 
ver like that because the organization left 
no doubt about who was in charge; he 
was. Other teams, he said, sometimes 
were paralyzed because decisions had to 
be run past too many people. By the time 
a decision could be made, the moment 
was lost. 

But if Walsh’s rule resembled a dicta- 
torship, it was a benign one. The 49ers 
have tried to project an image as one big, 
happy family, and they probably have 
been happier than any other team in the 
league. Winning championships, receiv- 
ing healthy paychecks and living in the 
Bay Area can do a lot for staff morale, but 
Walsh also made every employee feel 
useful by letting his aides have their say 
before making most decisions. 

Even when he didn’t, however, and 
even when there have been disagree- 
ments, the 49ers have managed to keep 
most of that under wraps. You rarely hear 
of a major personnel disagreement 
among the 49ers’ brass, partly because of 
their successful track record and partly 
because of the control Walsh exerted in 
his years. Once a decision was made, un- 
derlings learned to go along with the pro- 
gram and keep dissenting opinions to 
themselves. At various times during 
Walsh's tenure, assistant coaches were 
told not to speak to reporters because 
they had said something that irritated 
Walsh. But for the most part, no one had 


to be told. 

Since replacing Walsh a year ago, Sei- 
fert carried on with the same system, al- 
beit perhaps without the fear factor. Sei- 
fert, who had served as the team’s 
defensive coordinator since 1983, has al- 
lowed assistant coaches and personnel ex- 
ecutives to become more open and acces- 
sible to the media, but he still is firmly in 
control. He has ultimate responsibility for 
the draft and other player personne! mat- 
ters, although he downplays his role as 
head honcho. “I don’t feel like it’s some- 
thing—‘By God, I’m going to be making 
(the decision),’” Seifert said. “That won’t 
be the case.” 

Nor, to public knowledge, have any of 
the 49ers’ assistants been chewed out by 
Seifert for speaking their mind. Somehow 
it’s hard to imagine that happening. 

“Basically, my philosophy is I’m not 
going to tell anybody what to say,” Seifert 
said. “But I think everybody has to realize 
they have to be accountable for what they 
say, and that’s how I put it to them, to the 
players and the coaches. The comments 
that we make are going to have an effect 
on our organization, so everybody has to 
understand that, but I'm not going to tell 
people what to say. I don’t want people 
telling me what to say.” 

As well as they're treated, most 49er 
employees would be hard pressed to find 
much to complain about, at least regard- 
ing their working conditions. In fact, the 


Former head coach/G.M. Bill Walsh (left) was so successful as a coach that 


his ability to judge players and maneuver to get them was overshadowed, 
like in the 1985 draft when he traded up to select Jerry Rice. 
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Walsh’s replacement, George Seifert (right), rie carried on the organiza- 
tion’s belief in that old Boy Scout motto: Be prepared. The 49ers sign play- 
ers like Matt Millen before they need them so they won't be caught short. 
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Success ‘How Not to Run 


other, 49er employees are constantly 
reminded that they work for an owner 
who cares about them. 

In 1988, when the 49ers moved from 
Redwood City to Santa Clara, about 20 
miles farther down the peninsula from 
San Francisco, many team employees 
were faced with a tough commute on one 
of the nation’s most congested highways. 
Now, employees who want them are 
given rail commuter passes. They also 
are picked up at the train station near 
Santa Clara each morning and driven 
back to the station each afternoon. “Hell 
of a nice touch,” McVay said. 

When the 49ers went to London in 1988 
and Tokyo in 1989 for exhibition games, 
virtually everyone in the organization 
went along—scouts, receptionists, switch- 
board operators, secretaries and so on. In 
London, the lower-paid office staffers 
were given an envelope containing spend- 
ing money. There were parties almost 
every night, and sightseeing tours were 
arranged for the non-players. 

DeBartolo also took the entire team— 
players, coaches, administrators and their 
spouses or girlfriends—to Youngstown for 
a party last year. The 49ers literally took 
over an entire hotel, and the hotel staff 
was told it could accept no tips; those 
were handled by DeBartolo. Among the 
gifts placed daily in every room were 
crystal bowls, portable compact disc play- 
ers, champagne, perfume, cologne and 
truffles. The flowers were always fresh, 
and there were never any prices on the 
menus. 

The 49ers’ concern for their players 
does not end once they leave the organi- 
zation. The club has reestablished contact 
with former players over the last 10 years, 
and a couple of former 49ers often accom- 
pany the team on trips. DeBartolo is espe- 
cially partial to ex-players with whom he 
has become friendly; Dwight Clark, for 
example, is working in the 49ers’ front of- 
fice, although his exact duties are still 
being defined. 

How important is it to keep everybody 
happy? 

“I don’t think ‘happy’ so much as to let 
them know they belong to an organization 
that feels and cares,” DeBartolo said. “It’s 
almost impossible to get 45 or 50 guys on 
the same page all the time, both mentally 
and emotionally. But I think it helps at 
times to try and let them understand how 
you feel and how you want the organiza- 
tion run, and how big a part of the fran- 
chise that everybody is.” 

Said McVay: “I think the morale in the 
workplace is extremely important. A 
combination of a lot of things contributes 
to winning. The main one is players. I 
think the attitude at our place is we try to 
do whatever we can to make it comfort- 
able for the players.” 

Without question, the 49ers’ approach is 
expensive. But it’s hard to argue with the 
results. Hl 
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By IRA MILLER 
San Francisco Chronicle 


n January 13, 1983, the Atlanta 
Crees: fired their coach, Lee- 

man Bennett. The Falcons had 
qualified for the National Football 
League playoffs three times in the previ- 
ous five years under Bennett, but they 
were concerned that the team had 
“reached a plateau.” 

Seven years later, Atlanta fans can 
only dream of being in such a rut. 

Since firing Bennett, the Falcons are 
on their fourth head coach. They have 
had seven straight losing seasons and 
finished last in the NFC West six times. 
The year they didn’t, they avoided the 
cellar by just half a game. Flush with 
success, they fired their coach that time, 
too. 

* * * 

In 1988, the St. Louis Cardinals moved 
to Phoenix, an area so eager for an NFL 
franchise that fans went to court to fight 
for priority on season-ticket lists. 

Within a year, however, the Cardinals 
were playing before a sea of empty 
seats. They managed to turn off the fans 
by losing most of their games, charging 
the highest ticket prices in the league 
and, after less than two years in the des- 
ert, firing their popular coach, Gene 
Stallings. 
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The owner, Bill Bidwill, blamed the 

attendance problems on the heat. 
* * * 

If the San Francisco 49ers are the 
standard by which other NFL franchises 
are measured, the Falcons and Cardi- 
nals have been representing the other 
extreme for years. From public-rela- 
tions gaffes to poor hiring decisions to 
miserable draft picks, these clubs have 
combined to make virtually every mis- 
take possible. They are case studies in 
how not to run a football club. 

Their failures are well documented. 
Aside from the three playoff years 
under Bennett, the Falcons have had 
just two winning seasons since joining 
the NFL in 1966. The Cardinals have 
gone longer than any team in profes- 
sional sports (since 1947, when they 
played in Chicago) without either win- 
ning or hosting a postseason game. The 
Falcons’ and Cardinals’ combined rec- 
ord during the 1980s was 119-182-3, a .396 
winning percentage. 

The reasons for these sorry perfor- 
mances are many: 

e Family ownership and manage- 
ment. Both clubs have demonstrated a 
lack of professionalism at the top. 

Owner Rankin Smith Sr. and his two 
sons run the Falcons. Bidwill, whose 
family has owned the team since 1932, 
runs the Cardinals. In both cases, the 
owners have been closely involved in 
virtually every decision, including strict- 
ly football matters, and have refused to 
relinquish authority to others. 

The Falcons’ top football man now is 
vice president of player personnel Ken 
Herock, who conducted the search for a 
new coach after Marion Campbell was 
fired last season. Herock went along 
with the selection of Jerry Glanville, but 
the former Houston coach and Atlanta 
assistant was a bigger favorite of 
Smith's sons. 

Bidwill refused even to consider hir- 
ing a general manager while the Cardi- 
nals were in St. Louis. He insisted that a 
general manager would not solve the 
team’s basic problems, which he blamed 
on a lack of revenue generated because 
of a stadium that would hold only 54,000 
fans. He finally named Larry Wilson as 
general manager after the team landed 
in Arizona, and in 1989 he brought in Joe 
Rhein from the league office as adminis- 
trative vice president. 

@ Bad moves with coaches. 

If nothing else, the timing of the Fal- 
cons’ coaching moves has been peculiar. 
They fired Norm Van Brocklin in No- 
vember 1974, less than a year after he 


Owner Rankin Smith Sr. and his 
two sons run the Falcons. 
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had led Atlanta to its best record (9-5) in 
its first eight seasons. Bennett was fired 
after directing Atlanta to the 1982 play- 
offs. He was replaced by Dan Henning, 
whose contract was extended in 1985 
after the Falcons posted back-to-back 4- 
12 seasons. Atlanta actually improved to 
7-8-1 in 1986, but Henning was fired any- 
way. His successor was Campbell, who 
already had done one stint with the Fal- 
cons and owns the worst won-lost record 
of anyone who ever coached more than 
60 NFL games. 

The most successful coach in St. Louis 
Cardinals history was Don Coryell, who 
guided the club to two NFC East titles 
and three straight seasons of 10 or more 
victories from 1974-76. But after a .500 
year in 1977, Coryell was let go and re- 
placed by Bud Wilkinson. The former 
Oklahoma Sooners legend had been out 
of coaching more than a decade, and it 
showed. He lasted less than two years. 
Since then, the Cardinals have won as 
many as eight games in a season only 
twice. 

The dismissal of Stallings last No- 
vember also was hard to figure. The 
Cardinals had struggled since he re- 
placed Jim Hanifan in 1986, but the 
team’s problems were generally attrib- 
uted to injuries and years of bad draft 
picks. Most NFL analysts believed Stall- 
ings was doing the best he could with 
the players on hand. 

e Bad drafts. 

The Falcons are notable for the play- 
ers they didn’t draft. For example, they 
didn’t pick Herschel Walker, a Georgia 
legend who would have been popular 
with the fans and good for the team. In 
1984, when the Falcons needed a quar- 
terback, they drafted defenders Scott 
Case and Thomas Benson with their two 
picks in the second round, leaving 
Boomer Esiason for Cincinnati. They 
still needed a quarterback two years 
later, when they took nose tackle Tony 
Casillas over Jim Everett. 

But probably no team ever had the 
sorry history of the Cardinals when the 
drafts were run by George Boone, the 
team’s director of player personnel. 
Boone’s list of first-round picks reads 
like a who’s-not-who in pro football: 
Steve Pisarkiewicz, Steve Little, Clyde 
Duncan and so on. Then there was 
place-kicker John Lee, a second-rounder 
who had a superstition about being un- 
able to kick in games televised by CBS. 
Unfortunately for Lee, the Cardinals are 
a National Football Conference team, 
and CBS televises most of their games. 
Lee lasted a year. 

Boone ran the draft for 15 years, and 
head coaches weren’t even in the draft 
room where he was making his selec- 
tions. Wilson now runs the draft in Phoe- 


nix. 

e Bad negotiating. 

Both clubs have been hampered by 
holdouts, particularly involving top draft 
choices. The Cardinals endured a long 
holdout by Duncan, who was gone after 
two seasons, and in 1987 they drafted 
quarterback Kelly Stouffer in the first 
round and never signed him at all. Now 
Stouffer is with Seattle. 

The Falcons also have had annual 
holdout problems. A year ago, their 
starting center, Wayne Radloff, held out 
into the regular season and lost his 
starting job. Radloff then went to the 
49ers as a Plan B free agent last winter. 
Although Radloff ended his career in At- 
lanta on the bench, the Super Bowl 
champion 49ers believe he has a chance 
to start for them. Said Radloff: “I never 
got a straight answer from anybody in 
Atlanta, but they obviously didn’t want 
me.” 

® Bad public relations. 

When the Falcons were searching for 
a coach after the ’86 season, they staged 
a public display of flirting with such big 
names as former Eagles coach Dick 
Vermeil, UCLA’s Terry Donahue and 
the Giants’ Bill Parcells. But they had to 
settle for Campbell. The Falcons once 
refused to pay their advertising bill to 
the Atlanta Journal-Constitution be- 
cause, they complained, the paper was 
giving them negative publicity on the 
sports pages. Another time, Henning 
sought to deal with critical news cover- 
age by ordering the entire team not to 
talk to reporters. 

The Cardinals had a whole eager 
state to themselves when they arrived in 
Phoenix two years ago. But when they 
began by charging an average ticket 
price of $38, they turned off Arizona ina 
hurry. Only the first home game of the 
first season sold out, and that was be- 
cause a TV station bought up the last 
few thousand seats to avert a blackout. 

* * * 

One sign that things may be looking 
up in Atlanta and Phoenix: Before hiring 
new coaches'this year, both clubs looked 
to the 49ers’ model. The Falcons tried to 
lure Bill Walsh out of the TV booth and, 
when that failed, sought his recommen- 
dations. Phoenix didn’t hire a coach 
until after it had a chance to woo Mike 
Holmgren, the 49ers’ offensive coordina- 
tor. Neither club went with a 49er con- 
nection—the Falcons took Glanville and 
the Cardinals hired Washington's Joe 
Bugel—but at least they knew where to 
look. That, in itself, was a sign of 
progress. 


Bill Bidwill’s family has owned 
the Cardinals since 1932. 
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By SHELBY STROTHER 
Detroit News 


naut can verify, the next frontier. 

Maybe eight feet, straight up. One day 
about 15 years ago, Barry Sanders looked 
at the ceiling of his home in Wichita, 
Kan., and instantly wondered if he could 
touch it. 

How high, how far. 

At age 7, Barry Sanders already was 
chasing goals nobody ever figured he 
could reach. “When you think you can’t, 
then you know you must try,” he ex- 
plained. 

It was the typical stuff of childhood; he 
became the superhero of choice, Captain 


4 t was, as any runt or undersized astro- 


While getting noticed took some doing in the high school and collegiate ranks, there was 
instant recognition for Barry Sanders on the professional level. 


America, GI Joe, He-Man. Whoever led 
the Saturday cartoon league in slugging 
percentage at the time. Or, as the years 
passed, maybe he saw himself in another 
favorite fantasy, on the basketball court, 
headed for the hoop, only Magic Johnson 
or George Gervin to beat. Can’t fake 
them, can’t pull up and shoot a jumper, 
gotta go up, up and over.... 

Reach, strain, feel. And then it became 
only a matter of when his wiggling fingers 
touched gratifying plaster. And from 
there, the progression, new worlds to ex- 
plore. Slapping his palm against the hori- 
zon and ultimately, bumping his head. Can 
the human will be stretched that far? 

Everyone knows it is not the size of the 
man but the size of his ambition. But 


every kid who can reach his roof doesn't 
make it to the National Football League. 
Sanders kept trying, anyway. It was his 
tiny act of defiance. The quiet superstar 
who always has had an aversion to con- 
tact—be it a father’s spanking or a line- 
backer’s tackle—had to learn to fly silent- 
ly. He became a Stealth bomber 
undetected by fatherly radar. Invisible ex- 
cept for the occasional rascal finger- 
prints. And in search of elusive ceilings. 
William Sanders laughs at the memory. 
His son, now a standout running back with 
the Detroit Lions, was full of typical inno- 
cence and mischief and wonderful en- 
ergy. Ask Barry, he said, “about the time 
he ‘bout burned the house down. Playing 
with matches in the bathroom. Ask him 


about the whipping he got that day.” 
Then came an abrupt change of field, a 
cut-back against the grain of discussion. 
William Sanders, proud father, aggressive 
father, starts out: “I'll tell you something 
he did do that made me smile back then.” 
The 53-year-old Sanders pauses to light 
up a cigar, a hint the story is one to savor. 
This is a father, applauded by some for 
standing behind his son and criticized by 
others for pushing too hard, who tells 
every story with the volume turned way 
up 


“One time I saw Barry stand flat-footed 
and jump into the bed of a pickup truck,” 
the elder Sanders continued. “Barry al- 
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Sanders’ parents, William and Shirley, were on hand when Wichita North High School celebrat- 
ed Barry Sanders Day in January 1989, retiring Barry’s jersey (3) and brother Byron’s (48). 
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ways had great legs, strength like you 
wouldn't believe. I got me some good legs 
myself, carried me to my job every day of 
my life. But Barry has those legs and that 
attitude. ... He’s so quiet. But try it your- 
self. Try jumping into a pickup truck. It 
takes courage and confidence and good 
legs.” 

Barry Sanders nonetheless considers 
himself merely ordinary. Really. 

“I think maybe I was born to be an ath- 
lete,” allowed the Lions’ unusually gifted 
runner. “But in the big scheme of life, 
that’s nothing special. I certainly don’t 
want my life’s work to be based only on 
how many yards I gained or how many 
touchdowns I scored. As a person, really, 
I'm just average.” 

Sanders didn’t even start at running 
back on his high school team until half- 
way through his senior season. He didn’t 
make it into the starting backfield in col- 
lege until his final season. Sometimes the 
forces of human nature have difficulty 
seeing a gift because of the small package 
it comes wrapped in. 

Politics, his father insists, was the rea- 
son Barry didn’t start at tailback until the 
sixth game of his final year at Wichita 
North High School. “I didn’t donate 
enough money to the booster club, I 
guess,”’ William Sanders said. ‘Barry 
played defensive back, mainly. First 
game he got in at tailback, he ran for 274 
yards and four touchdowns.” 

Barry shrugged and said, “Something 
like that.” 


2+ o& 


More funny stuff went on in college at 
Oklahoma State, according to his father. 
Incumbent tailback Thurman Thomas 
was a great runner, but somebody should 
have known what was standing on the 
sidelines, itching to play. Maybe he should 
have been beating a drum. 

“Before Barry had that big season 
(1988) for Oklahoma State, best in history, 
Heisman Trophy and everything, the only 
summer job they could find for him was at 
some grocery store, bagging for minimum 
wage,” his father said. “Lesser players 
had better jobs and they probably didn’t 
even show up half the time. Barry—he 
worked.” 

Barry shrugged again. It wasn’t so bad. 
It was just a summer job. At least he got 
paid. Growing up, his father used to make 
him work for him for nothing. Ever 
washed animal blood off floors at the ren- 
dering plant? Ever been a roofer’s help- 
er? For nothing? Even in his spare time, 
there was work to do. His father used to 
send him and his two brothers shagging 
golf balls he’d whack at the driving range. 
The IGA in Stillwater, Okla., was like hav- 
ing a desk job in comparison. 

For as long as he can remember, Barry 
Sanders has had to prove himself. Some- 
times the struggle has been to simply live 
up to his father’s expectations. 

It didn’t matter that he set a city record 
that senior season at North High, running 
for 1,417 yards. Not that many big colleges 
came knocking. Oklahoma State said up 
front, right there in the living room of the 
Sanders’ modest three-bedroom home, 
under the ominous ceiling, that all it 
wanted him to do was run back punts and 
kicks until Thomas graduated. 

So, as an Oklahoma State junior, Barry 
Sanders inherited a position instead of 
winning it outright. He also promptly set 
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13 NCAA Division I-A season records— 
among the more staggering marks were 
37 touchdowns rushing and 238.9 yards 
per game on the ground—and collected 
that fancy Heisman ornament for a souve- 
nir. 

Then he bolted college a year early, 
leaving behind a contrail of controversy, 
departing not because of any $3.35-an- 
hour job (cans on the bottom, bananas on 
top and smile even if you don’t get a tip) 
but tired of what he considered simple 
and blatant exploitation. Too many hours 
were required for football, not enough 
were set aside for studies. At one point, he 
found out his schedule already had been 
arranged for him. A bunch of meaningless 
courses “mainly set up so I could stay eli- 
gible” convinced him the university really 
did not have his best interests at heart. 

Also, he had heard about Dexter Man- 
ley playing four years at Oklahoma State 
and not being able to read when he re- 
ported to the NFL. And he’d heard rumors 
that some Oklahoma State players were 
being helped along by boosters and that 
the NCAA posse was onto the scent. 

He was aware, too, that his father was 
doing a lot of talking about him turning 
pro early, and that anyone wanting to 
hand out money should form a line. All his 
life, Barry had been under his daddy’s 
thumb, hardly without complaint. There 
should be no misconception that this was 
a Daddy Dearest relationship of abuse, 
neglect or deep resentment. He and his 
father are extremely close and, despite 
their outward demeanor, they’re in ac- 
cord about a lot of things. 

A father is king of his castle. His rules 
are the only rules, his voice the only 
voice. His children must realize that. 
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But the matter of opting for pro ball 
would be Barry's decision. For the first 
time, he looked his father directly in the 
eye and said he didn’t need any advice. 
He would make the decision. Alone. It also 
was a precedent of sorts for a young man 
breaking away from his flock. 

Barry Sanders declared for the draft 
with a year of collegiate eligibility re- 
maining, and question marks quickly 
started chasing him once more. 

“His size,” said one NFL scout, demand- 
ing anonymity, “scared a lot of us. He’s 
only 5-foot-8. He’s fast, but not that 
fastiai: 

Still, Sanders was snapped up by the 
Lions—as the third pick of the 1989 draft. 
Coach Wayne Fontes had per- 
sonally watched Sanders work 
out, personally clocked him at 
4.39 seconds over 40 yards, per- 
sonally measured the 40-inch 
vertical leap (it must have been 
a high ceiling in the Sanders 
household) and maybe most im- 
portant of all, personally had 
talked with the running back 
from Wichita. 

“He's just about the best per- 
son I've ever met, a quality 
young man,” Fontes said. “That 
sold me as much as anything. I 
knew we had a rock to build a 
house around.” 

Barry Sanders signed a five- 
year, $5.9 million contract with 
the Lions. Along with it came a 
signing bonus of $2.1 million. 
The first thing Sanders did with 
his money was tithe 10 percent of his 
bonus—$210,000—to the Paradise Baptist 
Church in Wichita. 

“Tithing, it's in the Bible,” Sanders said, 
his only explanation. 

More good deeds would be forthcoming, 
these of the athletic variety. For Barry 
Sanders, the third crack at football fame 
proved a charm. While getting noticed 
took some doing in the high school and 
collegiate ranks, there was instant recog- 
nition on the professional level. On his 
first run from scrimmage in the NFL, 
Sanders gained 18 yards. Detroit fans 
wanted to commission a statue for him 
right then and there. His teammates were 
so caught up in the moment, congratulat- 
ing him, patting him on the helmet, shak- 
ing his hand, that a timeout had to be 
used. 

The rest of the season was an escalator 
headed up. 

“Because I play for the Lions and wear 
number 20, a lot of people compare me to 
Billy Sims,” Sanders said. “That's not real- 
ly fair to Billy (Detroit's career rushing 
leader). I haven't accomplished all that 
much yet.” 

In his rookie pro season of 1989, Sand- 
ers ran for 1,470 yards and scored 14 
touchdowns rushing, breaking Detroit 
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club records held by, yes, Billy Sims. But, 
claimed Sanders in a sincere-but-futile 
analysis of his performance, “The NFL is 
about longevity, consistency, endurance. I 
have a way to go still.” 

Is this guy for real? 

“He's rare, but such a good boy,” said 
his mother, Shirley. “People tell me he’s 


so shy. But I know Barry. He's fun-loving. 


He talks and jokes and I love his laugh. 
But he’s a little like me. He doesn’t show 
himself to everyone.” 

Barry agreed. 

“I'm a lot like my mother,” Sanders 
said. “At least I try to be. She doesn’t talk 
to hear herself talk. I’ve never seen her 
take a drink. I’ve never heard her curse. 
She’s a Christian woman, a real one. She’s 
so smart, so disciplined. When there was a 
disagreement between her and my father, 
she always backed down, even when she 
was right. My father always had to be 
right. Because he was the man.” 


William Sanders calls himself “the big- 
gest male chauvinist in the world.” There 
are only two kinds of people in his mind— 
breadwinners and homemakers. Men win 
the bread. 

“Men should lead, women should be in 
charge of the house,” he said. “I’m crazy 
about my wife and I have eight daughters 
and love ‘em all. But men should be in 
charge of the world.” 

Shirley Sanders smiles and says nothing 
on such matters. Her youngest son, Barry, 
responds similarly. 

Silence is not weakness. A child picks 
his own role models. He outgrows the 
ones on television. He marvels at the 
heroes in the distant athletic arena. Then 
he chooses one closer to home. Some- 
times he chooses his mother. 

“IT try to pattern myself after her,” 
Barry said. “She has high standards. I try 
to live up to hers and I fail. But then most 
people do.” 

The two distinct personalities of Shirley 
and William Sanders, one strong, one just 
as strong but much louder, washed upon 
their three sons and eight daughters. Both 
have made lasting impressions. Both 
should be considered when trying to get 
inside Barry Sanders. 

“I’m just average within the frame- 
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work,” the Lions’ dynamo said, still un- 
convincingly. “Ask my brothers and sis- 
ters. There’s nothing special about me. I 
do know this—anything I ever do is be- 
cause of my family. Including my father.” 

William Sanders thinks he and his wife 
have provided a good balance. 

“Shirley gives 'em the love. I give them 
the discipline,” he said. “I never believed 
in being friends with my kids. It works out 
pretty good. We include the church in our 
life and that helps a lot. You know Wichi- 
ta is like any other town with 300,000 peo- 
ple. We got a little crime, got a little dope, 
got plenty of shopping centers. No hitch- 
ing posts. 

“Environment isn’t the problem kids 
are facing today. It’s how they get raised 
at home. At my home, they had to remem- 
ber the boss wasn’t always right, but he 
was always the boss. Only way one of my 
kids could be smarter than I am is when 
they got out on their own. In my house, 
they’re the children and I’m the 
boss. And that goes for the girls 
as well as the boys. 


‘“... All my daughters have 
become successes. One's a hair- 
dresser. Another used to teach 
school. One works at Taco Tico. 
I got a daughter who’s a junior 
at Wichita State. Another’s a 
sophomore at Langston (Univer- 
sity, in Oklahoma). Three are in 
high school still. They're suc- 
cesses just like Barry, or Byron 
(finishing up his studies at 
Northwestern), or Boyd (an as- 
sistant Baptist minister in Kan- 
sas City, Mo.). You get a job, you 
do it. You’re a success. 

“Of course, some jobs pay a 
little better than others.” 

William Sanders acknowl- 
edges he’s partial to sons, After 
all, they play football. And football makes 
William Sanders’ world go ‘round. Foot- 
ball opens doors. 

“IT always thought Byron (a 1,062-yard 
rusher for Northwestern in 1988) would be 
the one who made it big, if anyone,” he 
said. “I thought he and Barry both had it 
in them to earn scholarships, get educat- 
ed, get better jobs than I ever knew. But 
the NFL? A man can't be dreaming that 
much. You got to sleep an awful lot to 
dream that much. Most I ever expected of 
my boys athletically was to get their edu- 
cation taken care of. That was the big 
thing. Mine was the last generation that 
can get by on just a high school diploma. 

“I’m a pretty realistic man about life. 
And that’s why I tried to help my boys 
realize what sports could provide.” 

So William Sanders, who once played 
halfback at the same high school his chil- 
dren would grow up to attend, paid partic- 
ular attention to the boys. He would race 
them backward to show how fast he still 
was, how much work they still had to do. 
He wanted them to be football players be- 
cause football players got college scholar- 
ships and didn’t have to be roofers or 
work at the rendering plant. Football 
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players could have it better than he ever 
did. 

Then one day, both Barry and Byron 
(17 months older) roared past their fa- 
ther. And Dad knew he was still as fast as 
ever. And he laughed. His arrogance had 
been passed on. The handoff had been 
completed. 

There were the usual passages of rites 
and temptations. The strong and loud per- 
suasions from home were enough to help 
Barry Sanders avoid most of them. There 
were the usual childish pranks—throwing 
rocks at cars, ringing a foreign doorbell 
and then running away. But like any great 
running back approaching danger, Sand- 
ers instinctively dodged any major colli- 
sions. 

“While other people, even some of my 
friends, were drinking or hanging out on 
the street, me and Byron were over at the 
stadium, running the steps,” Barry re- 
called. 

Four blocks away at Wichita State Uni- 
versity, the big stadium was a nighttime 
shelter. Two brothers, each bursting with 
determination, ran up and down, chasing 
a dream, eluding everything else. 

Barry’s uncle Nate had played football 
for Pittsburg (Kan.) State, the first in the 
Sanders family ever to go to college. 
Nathaniel Sanders was a fullback on a 
team that won the NAIA championship. 
He used to tell his nephews all about the 
glory and glamour of football Saturdays. 
Young Barry Sanders was smitten. 

So, Barry had a focus in life while 
others around him often did not. He says 
he was never “hip” in the eyes of many 
peers. 

“IT wouldn’t do wild things with them,” 
he said. “They called me a nerd, I think. 
But they were unhappy people. They 
didn’t know who they were, let alone who 
I was.” 

Sanders paused and then offered per- 
haps his favorite phrase: “People should 
be themselves.” 

Whenever he scores a touchdown, and 
there have been quite a few in the last 
several years, Sanders displays no anima- 
tion or theatrics. He hands the ball to the 
referee. It is a conspicuous trademark, to 
be sure. 

“Don’t get me wrong. I love the dances 
and stuff,” Sanders said. “White Shoes 
Johnson, he was cool. The Smurfs in 
Washington. I like to see that. But it’s not 
me. Dancing’s fine. But it’s just not me. 

“... Acceptance or recognition is some- 
thing I don’t need like some people do. I 
don’t thrive on it.” 

In college, he bought a 10-year-old car 
from another uncle, Melvin. It broke 
down six months later in Oklahoma City. 
Barry left it there. He bought an ‘81 Pon- 
tiac. When he was to appear in Denver to 
announce he was turning pro and surren- 
dering his final year of eligibility, the 
clutch went out en route. Gee, maybe he 
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William Sanders taught his children to never be quitters and 
is proud of Barry for practicing what he preached. 


really was a typical college student. 

He sent his parents to New York to pick 
up his Heisman Trophy, asked his team- 
mates to be on television via satellite 
from Japan where he was playing in a 
game, couldn’t wait to see the broadcast 
from the Downtown New York Athletic 
Club. Watching his father shed real tears 
was a strange sight. 

“He’s a pretty tough man,” Barry said. 
“People don’t understand him. His inten- 
tions are always good ones.” 

William Sanders’ father, Towlie Sand- 
ers, came to Kansas in 1928 after a long 
train ride from Little Rock, Ark. In search 
of the better life, he found it at the render- 
ing plant—eventually making the grand 
salary of $1 an hour. 

“My father has never seen a football 
game in his life, I don’t think,” William 
Sanders said. “He’s 88 years old. He came 
from a different generation. He never was 
behind me when I wanted to play sports. 
He thought any time playing sports was 
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time that was wasted. | made up my mind 
I'd be different for my boys. I'd give them 
direction. My father is a great man, but he 
never did see any use in sports.” 

William Sanders was a running back for 
North High. His fullback teammate was 
Curtis McClinton, who wound up playing 
in Super Bowls I and IV with the Kansas 
City Chiefs after an outstanding collegiate 
career at Kansas. 

“My problem was I was 20 years ahead 
of my time,” William Sanders said. “‘I 
wanted to keep my head up when I ran 
with the ball. The coach always told us to 
lower our head and just go straight ahead. 
I used to argue that wasn’t how Jim 
Brown did it. Back in the ‘50s, black stu- 
dents really couldn’t argue and expect to 
win. 

“One day, I was late for practice and I 
got benched. So I quit. Years later, I rea- 
lized I didn’t hurt anybody but William 
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THREE Points. 


He does it with the Schick’ Slim Twi 
Disposable razor. Slim Twin has a slim head 
to shave hard-to-reach places. 


In fact, it works so well, men like jim, 
Paxson prefer it over Gillette Good News 


regular. race 


Slim Twin even has 
a one-push cleaning bar to 
remove soap and stubble. 

So get with the 
program. And get to the 
tough spots with Schick's 
Slim Twin Disposable. 

It reaches every 
place on every face. 


Sanders. To this day, I can’t stand a quit- 
ter. Give out but don’t give up, if you know 
what I mean. That’s one thing I always 
stressed with my children. Don’t ever 
quit.” 

Barry Sanders’ frustration at North 
High, followed by more of the same at 
Oklahoma State, was turned into a chal- 
lenge of the young man's inner strength. 
In each of his final two seasons with the 
Cowboys, he returned the opening kickoff 
of the season for touchdowns. Be so good 
they can’t ignore you. Make them notice 
without complaining. Endure. Just don’t 
ever quit, 

Then came the big decision to turn pro 
early, a move considered highly signifi- 
cant in the evolution of the NFL’s declara- 
tion that juniors would be eligible without 
question for the draft. Then came the 
draft itself and the obligatory “Meet the 
Press” session as the No. 1 draft pick of 
the Lions. That number 20, a jersey with 
so much built-in history and responsibility, 
was held up to his chest. Suddenly, Barry 
Sanders seemed taller. 

The Lions had floundered for years. 
They seemed a sailboat without wind or 
sail. There was a screaming need for a 
face or body behind which hope could 
march. Fontes maintained that face and 
body belonged to Barry Sanders. Detroit's 
new run-and-shoot offense would be per- 
fect for a running back of his quality. 

Salary negotiations were long and te- 
dious and most of training camp was 
wasted. Four days before the opening 
game, Barry Sanders officially became a 
Detroit Lion. 

On Sunday, September 10, the Lions 
kicked off the season against the Phoenix 
Cardinals. With a little more than 514 min- 
utes left in the third quarter at the Silver- 
dome, Fontes turned to Sanders and said: 
“OK, Barry, you're in. Don’t worry about 
anything. Just be the runner we all know 
you are.” 

Quarterback Bob Gagliano was in the 
huddle when he heard the roar. He looked 
up and “wondered what all the cheering 
was about. Then I saw Barry coming in.” 

On the sidelines, Eddie Murray felt the 
rumble of excitement. Only one other oc- 
casion had stirred such a commotion at 
the Silverdome, the place-kicker said. 

“When Billy Sims would run,” explained 
Murray, reflecting on the injury-shortened 
career of a man who established the 
Lions’ career rushing record (5,106 yards) 
in only five seasons of service. 

Sanders was not sold on Detroit’s new 
offense. He was used to having another 
runner in the backfield. He was used to 
having a tight end. He confessed he was 
hesitant as he ran onto the field to line up 
against the Cardinals. But only about the 
basic offensive scheme. He had confi- 
dence in himself. 

His first official role on the Lions was as 
a decoy. Gagliano threw a pass. On the 
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second play, in the huddle, the quarter- 
back said, “36 off-tackle,” and everyone 
squirmed a little. It was time to take off 
the wraps. Time to get the ball to Barry 
Sanders. It was the only play he knew at 
the time. 

The long-missing roar of the Silver- 
dome crowd became restored in the pro- 
cess of the 18-yard run. 

“He makes you stand on your toes any 
time he gets the ball,” Fontes said. “You 
watch because you feel something big’s 
about to happen.” 

Mouse Davis, Detroit’s offensive coordi- 
nator, added: “Good players make good 
plays. Great players make great ones. Our 
number 20 takes everyone up a notch.” 

Can one player turn around a fran- 
chise? How about this new offense—one 
designed to set up the run with the pass— 
will it work? 

Sanders lost the 1989 NFL rushing title 
by 10 yards to Kansas City’s Christian 
Okoye while carrying the ball 90 fewer 
times than the Chiefs’ big man. After a 
terrible start—they lost their first five 
games—the Lions responded by winning 
their last five. Having compiled 4-12, 4-11 
and 5-11 records in the previous three sea- 
sons, Detroit finished at 7-9 in '89. Grand 
expectations have been mounting ever 
since, So have the accolades, 

Carl Banks, the New York Giants’ 
multi-talented linebacker, recalled a play 
in the second week of the ’89 season. 

“He (Sanders) put a spin move on us 
down at the goal line,” Banks said. “Never 
saw anyone do that that smooth, that fast. 
He's as good as they get.” 

“He’s very special,” said Chicago 
Coach Mike Ditka, whose Bears became 
the first NFL team to yield a 100-yard 
tushing day to Sanders (126 yards, week 
three) and, in fact, were nicked a second 
time (120 yards, week 14). “He reminds 
me of a player we used to have named 
Walter Payton.” 

Payton’s response: “Oh no, he’s better 
than I ever was already. He’s faster for 
sure.” 

Minnesota defensive lineman Keith 
Millard talked about the time last season 
when he cornered Sanders in the Lions’ 
backfield. 

“T was three feet from him,” Millard 
said. “He got away by breaking the tackle 
with his legs. That’s not happened very 
much to me before.” 

Mike Singletary of the Bears told of a 
similar escape Sanders made against him. 

“T don’t usually miss a tackle I can get 
both hands on,” Chicago’s no-holds-barred 
linebacker said. 

Cleveland’s Bubba Baker remembered 
the Thanksgiving Day encounter when 
the Lions, guarding a three-point lead 
against the Browns, were trying to eat up 
the clock in the late going. 

“They only have one back lined up. We 
all know he’s going to get it,” Baker said. 
“He just froze me with a move and ran for 
the first down. He's great already. Great 
like Billy (Sims) was.” Sanders rambled 
for 145 yards that day, his second-best pro- 
duction of the season behind a 184-yard 
romp against Green Bay. 
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The moves are the thing, say oppo- 
nents. So smooth, so quick, so decisive. 
And those legs, so much power. Vikings 
Coach Jerry Burns compared Sanders’ 
legs to Earl Campbell’s, perhaps the ulti- 
mate compliment. Others, like Lions run- 
ning backs coach Dave Levy, say his bal- 
ance is what sets him apart. Levy claims 
he has never been associated with a play- 
er who had such exquisite balance. Levy, 
by the way, was an assistant coach at 
Southern California when O.J. Simpson 
and Mike Garrett patrolled the premises. 

“Barry can flat-out embarrass anyone,” 
teammate Chris Spielman said. “In prac- 
tice, he makes us look bad sometimes. I’m 
glad he’s on our side come Sunday.” 

In the final six weeks of last season, 
Barry Sanders made the opposition look 
bad time and again. He topped the 100- 
yard mark five times in that span en route 
to leading the National Football Confer- 
ence in rushing. 

Fontes says his star will be even better 
in 1990. The addition of Andre Ware, the 
89 Heisman Trophy winner and first- 
round draft pick last spring, to the Lions’ 
scheme makes everything seem even 
more exciting. Sanders doesn’t feel any 
more optimistic than last year, though. 

“I felt we could be contenders then,” 
Barry emphasized. “I still do. As for me, 
there’s always another week, another 
game to do better. I fumbled too much 
last year—I have to hold on to the ball 
better. It was a good start, though; I prob- 
ably got as much out of my first season as 
1 could have. But football's not the only 
thing in my life. I want to become a better 
person, improve my relationship with 
God. I think I'm a pretty good Christian, 
but I guess that will show in time, too.” 

His family still lives in the same three- 
bedroom house. There have been no ex- 
travagant purchases, no big cars or dia- 
mond rings since Barry hit the big time. 
The eight daughters no longer have to 
sleep in the same room, but that’s only 
because some of them moved out, as have 
the three sons. Boyd's spreading the good 
word. Byron, after being drafted and then 
released by the Bears, needs 12 hours of 
classes before he can graduate at North- 
western. 

Shirley Sanders still works as a regis- 
tered nurse. William Sanders still climbs 
up on roofs, works odd jobs and talks 
about football. Now that his sons have 
moved out of the house, there’s more 
room. But he also has to take out the trash 
once in a while. The Paradise Church is 
doing well. And this year William Sanders 
says he donated $10 to the North High 
Booster Club. 

The world, it seems, is at Barry Sand- 
ers’ feet. He'll probably head-fake it, juke 
it out and run away from it. And remem- 
ber—don't listen to him. Just watch him. 

Be your own person. Choose the right 
role model. Work hard. Never quit. 
Sounds like a Boy Scout checklist. Barry 
Sanders says there is always another 
week to improve yourself. He says he has 
to go beyond. 

Surely there is another ceiling some- 
where. 
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| South Jersey street corner ts 
_ breeding ground to the pros 


By RAY DIDINGER 
Philadelphia Daily News 


NM ennsauken is a modest, working- 

me) class community in New Jersey lo- 
@ = cated just across the Delaware 
River from Philadelphia. Quiet streets, 
split-level homes, a shopping center—the 
typical suburban profile. 

That’s what makes the corner of Rem- 
ington Avenue and Velde Street so intri- 
guing. 

Five kids came off this block to play in 
the National Football League last season. 
Five kids from three different families, all 
in the same South Jersey neighborhood. 

What are the odds of that? 

“A million to one,” said Vince McAnen- 
ey, football coach at Pennsauken High 
School and caretaker of this unlikely NFL 
breeding ground. “It is way beyond my 
wildest dreams.” 

“When you stop to think about it, it is 
pretty amazing,” said Doris Griggs, moth- 
er of two-fifths of the current Pennsauken 
Connection: Billy, a sixth-year tight end 
with the Pittsburgh Steelers, and David, a 
second-year linebacker with the Miami 
Dolphins. “I know I can’t explain it.” 


The Griggs brothers grew up on the 
corner of Remington Avenue. Two doors 
down were the Taylors: John, a fourth- 
year wide receiver with the San Francis- 
co 49ers, and Keith, a third-year defensive 
back with the Indianapolis Colts. Around 
the corner was Todd McNair, a second- 
year running back with the Kansas City 
Chiefs. 

All five played for McAneney at Penn- 
sauken High, all five were drafted by the 
NFL and one has emerged as a legitimate 
star. That’s John Taylor, a two-time Pro 
Bowl selection who caught the game-win- 
ning touchdown pass in Super Bowl XXIII. 

The irony is that among the five, John 
was the one who didn’t figure to make it. 
Indeed, some Pennsauken High fans can’t 
even remember him playing for the 
school. He was a defensive back, and a 
scrawny and inconspicuous one at that. 

The Griggs brothers made all-state and 
won scholarships to Virginia. Keith Tay- 
lor, John’s younger brother, was a high 
school All-America and started as a fresh- 
man at Illinois. McNair was named to the 
All-South Jersey high school team of the 
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Parents of the 
Pennsauken Five 
(from left): Todd 
and Carole McNair 
(Kansas City’s 
Todd McNair), 
John Taylor Sr. 
(San Francisco’s 
John Taylor and 
Indianapolis’ Keith 
Taylor) and Doris 
and Bill Griggs 
(Pittsburgh’s Billy 
Griggs and Miami’s 
David Griggs). 
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NFL COACHES SHIRT 
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NFL CARICATURE SHIRTS $11.95 S, M, L, XL 


J. Kelly C. Okoye R. Craig 

C. Bennett J. Everett M. Allen 

M. Singletary —_D. Marino T. Brown 
Deion Sanders A, Carter B. Jackson 
B. Esiason H. Walker V. Testeverde 
|, Woods L. Taylor Tim Harris 

B. Kosar M. Bavaro D. Majkowski —-Vikings sack club 
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NYLON WARM-UP by DeLong $69.95 100% 
oxford nylon, 3° nylon knit shoulder inserts, stand-up 
collar embroidered team logo on left chest S, M, L, XL. 
All 28 NFL teams in stock. 
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0. Mattingly 
P. Molitor 
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Dolphins 13 Marino 49ers 16 Montana 
Bengals 30 Woods 49ers 80 Rice 
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decade before moving on to Temple. 

But John Taylor? 

“I don’t think he even made all-confer- 
ence,” McAneney said. “He was strictly 
defense. He never handled the ball. He 
just wasn't that big. Maybe 5-9, 145 pounds. 
He could run, but we had six or seven kids 
who were better all-around players at the 
time. 

“After John caught the winning pass in 
the Super Bowl, the TV stations came to 
do stories on him. They asked if I had any 
(high school) film of him. We went 
through reel after reel. Every so often 
we'd find a play where John threw him- 
self on a pile or broke up a pass. They 
said, ‘This is it?’ They couldn’t believe it. 

“But what they didn’t realize was we 
had a terrific team his senior year. We 
lost by one point in the state champion- 
ship game. John was overshadowed by 
some talented athletes.” 

Billy Griggs agreed. “People say John 
wasn't a star in high school, but that 
wasn’t his fault,” he said. “He got lost be- 
hind some kids with big reputations. 
Those of us who knew John from the 
neighborhood knew how good he was. He 
was very quick, very agile. He just wasn’t 
big. 

“Now John is grown (6-foot-1, 185 
pounds) and he is an All-Pro. He is just 
scratching the surface of his potential. I 
enjoy watching him on TV. I remember 
seeing all those moves when we were 
kids.” 

Nevertheless, it was the other kids who 
won all the awards and were recruited by 
the big schools. 

“Keith (Taylor) was an outstanding 
player for us,” McAneney said. “He had a 
football body. Solid, maybe 185 pounds. I 
knew he would be a Division I player. I'd 
say the same for the Griggses. But John? I 
never would have called that one.” 

Obviously, the college recruiters 
agreed. Taylor received no scholarship 
offers when he graduated from high 
school in 1980, so he took a job driving a 
truck for a liquor store. Later, he went to 
work in an auto body shop. Taylor was out 
of school for a year, and away from foot- 
ball for two. 

It was his father who prodded him into 
going to college. He briefly attended 
Johnson C. Smith University in Charlotte, 
N.C., then transferred to Delaware State, 
where he made the football team as a 
freshman walk-on in 1982. 

Taylor, who by that time had grown 
four inches and filled out to 180 pounds, 
didn’t make much of a first impression. In 
fact, the school’s receivers coach went 
through the whole year calling him 
“Jake.” Taylor never bothered to correct 
him. 

“John just needed time to prove him- 
self,” said Taylor’s father, who is called 
John Sr. despite having a different middle 
name than his son. “But he was deter- 
mined to make it. | remember him point- 
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Billy Griggs (left) spent five seasons with the Jets before signing with Pitts- 


ia 


burgh in March. Brother David returns for his second season with Miami. 


ing at the Number | receiver and saying: 
‘See that guy? Next year, I’ll have his job.’ 
And he did.” 

Taylor caught nine touchdown passes 
as a sophomore at Delaware State and 
was named to the All-Mid-Eastern Athlet- 
ic Conference second team. He earned 
first-team honors the next two years and 
set single-season records for receptions 
(40), yards (922) and receiving touch- 
downs (13) as a senior. He also ran the 
ball occasionally, returned punts and 
kickoffs and left Delaware State as one of 
the school’s all-time greats. 

“When the game was on the line or he 
had to make the big play, John always 
had perfect control of his emotions,” said 
Joe Purzycki, the Hornets’ coach for Tay- 
lor’s first three seasons. “He always came 
through, and he had almost a cavalier air 
about him.” 

As a senior, Taylor led Delaware State 
to its first MEAC championship and 
caught the attention of pro scouts. The 
49ers selected him in the third round of 
the 1986 NFL draft. “A very exciting tal- 
ent,” then-coach Bill Walsh called him. 

Taylor, however, didn’t get much of a 
chance to display his talents for quite 
some time. He spent his first year on the 
injured reserve list with back problems 
and his second primarily as a substitute. 
He then opened the 1988 season on the 
non-football illness list for violating the 
league’s substance abuse policy. 

After sitting out a 30-day suspension, 
Taylor finally blossomed. He returned two 
punts for touchdowns and led the league 
with a 12.6-yard punt return average. He 
became a starting wide receiver late in 
the season and crashed the big time with 
his game-winning TD against Cincinnati 
in Super Bowl XXIII. 

There were only 34 seconds left when 
quarterback Joe Montana found Taylor 
streaking through the end zone, one step 
ahead of Bengals safety Ray Horton. Mon- 
tana put the ball on target, Taylor made 
the catch and the 49ers escaped Miami's 
Joe Robbie Stadium with a heart-pound- 
ing 20-16 victory. 

The ball Taylor squeezed for that 
touchdown now occupies a place of honor 
in his father’s home on Remington Ave- 
nue. Taylor had the date and the score 
painted on the ball along with the words: 
“With Love from your son, John.” 

The elder Taylor has mixed feelings 
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when he sees the ball. It reminds him of 
his wife, Alice, who died unexpectedly of a 
brain aneurysm in the summer of 1989. 
She was seated alongside her husband in 
Miami when their son caught the pass 
that brought the 49ers their third NFL 
championship. 

“She couldn't watch,” said John Sr., a 
mailman in Pennsauken. “She had her 
head down and she was saying: ‘Oh no, 
time’s running out. They’re going to lose.’ 
I was saying: ‘Look how they're moving 
the ball. They’re going to score.’ But she 
was worried. 

“Then Montana threw the ball to John 
and the roar went up. She looked up and 
someone said: ‘Did you see that? John just 
won the game.’ She watched the replay on 
the scoreboard and she started to cry. She 
said it was the biggest thrill of her life. 

“We went to so many games together, 
watching John and Keith play. I remem- 
ber a game at Camden High, a kid hit 
John and drove him into the fence. He 
was skinny as a twig back then. My wife 
said, ‘Oh God, they’re going to kill him.’ 
She worried every time the kids went on 
the field, but she always was there for 
them. 

“T'm glad she got to see John play in the 
Super Bowl. That meant the world to her. 
They were very close, my wife and John. 
They would talk on the phone for hours. It 
was hard on him when she passed away. 
John doesn’t show much emotion, but I 
could tell it hurt him a lot.” 

Taylor dedicated his 1989 season to his 
mother. Alice Taylor would have been 
proud. Her son teamed with Jerry Rice to 
give the 49ers the best wideout tandem 
the NFL had seen since the prime of Lynn 
Swann and John Stallworth in Pittsburgh. 

Rice finished the regular season with 82 
catches for 1,483 yards and 17 touch- 
downs. Taylor had 60 receptions for 1,077 
yards and 10 touchdowns. The two receiv- 
ers stayed hot right through Super Bowl 
XXIV, combining for four touchdowns in 
San Francisco's 55-10 rout of Denver. 

“The development of John Taylor has 
made us a better offensive team,” Mon- 
tana said last season, crediting his receiv- 
ers for his Most Valuable Player year. 
“John makes it tougher for teams to play 
us. They can’t double Jerry anymore be- 
cause John can hurt them on the other 
side. He (Taylor) just keeps getting better 
and better.” 


DAVE CROSS 


In a critical Monday-night game against 
the Los Angeles Rams, Taylor caught two 
quick slant passes and broke them for 
touchdowns covering 92 and 95 yards. It 
was the first time in NFL history that a 
player had two scoring plays of 90 yards 
or longer in the same game, and the sec- 
ond TD came in the middle of a 49er 
surge that erased a 17-point, fourth-quar- 
ter deficit. 

“I was watching on TV and almost went 
to bed,” John Sr. said. “It was getting late, 
and I have to get up for work at 4 (a.m.). I 
was saying, ‘C’mon, guys, do something.’ 
Just then John caught the ball and took 
off. I jumped so high, I almost hit my head 
on the ceiling. 

“The next day I didn’t have time to eat 
my lunch, that’s how many people 
stopped me to talk about the game and 
say congratulations. John called that 
night and I told him, “You keep this up and 
we're never gonna get the mail deliv- 
ered.’” 

Last season also was a big one for Keith 
Taylor, who did not start a game but 
played in all 16 for Indianapolis. He led 
the Colts with seven interceptions and re- 
turned them for a club-record 225 yards, 
including an 80-yard TD return against 
Buffalo. 

Keith was an outstanding running back 
and defensive back at Pennsauken High. 
Unlike John, Keith muscled up while still 
in high school. He was widely honored as 
a senior. Said McAneney: “Recruiters 
stood in line to talk with him.” 

Taylor opted for Illinois, where he was 


Todd McNair enjoyed a solid ’89 
season as a rookie in Kansas City. 


voted the team’s top rookie in 1983. But 
his career virtually ground to a halt after 
that promising start. He fractured a bone 
in his neck in a June 1984 auto accident 
and missed the entire '84 season. The fol- 
lowing summer he again suffered serious 
injuries, this time while working as a flag- 
man for the Illinois highway department. 
He was facing traffic, with his back to the 
construction crew, when a truck acciden- 
tally backed over him. 

Taylor’s right ankle was crushed and 
the skin was torn off. His left arm was 
fractured in two places and sustained 
nerve damage that left him unable to 
move his fingers for weeks. One of the 
tires came so close to Taylor’s head that it 
pulled out a clump of hair. Surgeons said 
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he might not play football again, but he 
was back on the field four months later. 

“Keith would practice for two hours, 
then he would have to sit in the hot tub for 
two hours to get all the swelling down,” 
John Sr. recalled. “The coaches told him, 
‘You don’t have to do this.’ Keith would 
say: ‘Yes, I do. I want to play.’” 

Nevertheless, Taylor missed most of 
the ’85 season. He returned to action in 
1986 and eventually was drafted by New 
Orleans in 1988. 

The Saints, however, released Taylor 
before the season. He signed with the 
Colts as a free agent in late November 
and found a home in their defensive back- 
field. His interception return yardage last 
season ranked second in the league, trail- 
ing only Eddie Anderson of the Los An- 
geles Raiders. 

McNair also enjoyed a solid '89 season 
as a rookie with Kansas City. The eighth- 
round draft pick was used primarily as a 
third-down receiver and had 34 catches 
for 372 yards and one touchdown. He also 
rushed for 121 yards on 23 carries and re- 
turned 13 kickoffs for 257 yards. His 173 
all-purpose yards against San Diego led 
the Chiefs in '89. 

Times were tougher for the Griggs 
brothers. Billy missed 11 games with a 
shoulder injury and finished with nine re- 
ceptions for 112 yards in his fifth season 
with the New York Jets. He was not 
among the 37 players the Jets protected 
on their off-season roster and so he went 
to Pittsburgh as a Plan B free agent in 
March. David, like Keith Taylor the year 
before, was drafted by New Orleans and 
then released. He caught on with the Dol- 
phins and spent most of the year on their 
developmental squad. He was activated in 
time to play in four games, all on special 
teams. 

Not surprisingly, the paths of the Penn- 
sauken Five cross now and then. The Tay- 
lor brothers played against each other for 
the first time as pros last September 10, 
when the Colts hosted the 49ers to open 
the season, Their father was on hand 
wearing a Colts cap and 49ers jersey. 

“A few people looked at me funny,” 
John Sr. said, “but I explained who I was 
and then everyone wanted to shake my 
hand.” 

There were several times during the 
game when John, the receiver, ran a pat- 
tern and Keith, the defensive back, cov- 
ered him. Montana never threw the ball 
that way, so the brothers’ personal battle 
went unsettled. 

But there will be other games and other 
Opportunities. Keith will cover John 
again, just as David Griggs figures to 
cover brother Billy someday. Keith and 
David probably will face McNair and per- 
haps even his brother Scott, now a junior 
fullback at Temple. 

Such matchups naturally evoke memo- 
ries of days gone by, when the Taylors, 
Griggses, McNairs and other neighbor- 
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Oddly enough, San Francisco’s 
John Taylor, a two-time Pro Bowl 
selection, was the one among the 
five who didn’t figure to make it. 


hood kids played football wherever they 
could find an open space—even if that 
meant hurdling tombstones in a church 
cemetery. 

“That was the only place we could play 
that had grass,” John Taylor said. “We 
had to dodge anything and everything. 
Tombstones, bottles, whatever.” 

Said Billy Griggs: “We didn’t think of it 
as a graveyard. We just thought of it asa 
football field. It beat playing tackle in the 
street. 

“I think the fact we grew up together 
helped us develop (as athletes). We 
pushed each other. You had to be pretty 
good just to get in a game. No one wanted 
to be left out, so everyone worked to get 
better.” 

The first of the Pennsauken Five to 
play football was Billy Griggs, who signed 
up for the Pennsauken Youth Athletic As- 
sociation football team at age 8. His fa- 
ther, Bill Sr., still remembers handing 
over the $8 enrollment fee. 

“I told him: ‘There's no backing out 
now, Billy. I paid the money,’” the father 
recalled. “He Was nervous at first because 
most of the kids were older than him. But 
once he found out he could take a hit and 
not get hurt, he was fine. Pretty soon, he 
was knocking kids down all over the 
place.” 

The Taylors followed Griggs into the 
PYAA football program. Billy's younger 
brother, David, wasn’t far behind. McNair 
was David’s best friend so, naturally, he 
enrolled as well. 
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The Pennsauken youth football pro- 
gram is one of the best in the Philadelphia 
area. Well organized and coached, it’s a 
source of civic pride. The kids learn the 
fundamentals, even at the 85-pound level, 
which may explain why so many Penn- 
sauken kids wind up playing pro football. 
Eight Pennsauken High products have 
made it to the NFL in the last 11 years, 
including Dwight Hicks, the former Pro 
Bowl safety with the 49ers. 

“I was playing organized football in the 
third grade,” Keith Taylor said. “It was 
the same with John and everyone else. By 
the time we reached high school, we 
knew the game cold. We had a foundation, 
so Coach Mac (McAneney) could move us 
along a lot faster.” 

While the PYAA and the high school’s 
winning tradition were big factors in the 
players’ development, the kids’ work ethic 
had more to do with it, McAneney said. 

“People think we've got some kind of 
magic formula here,” he said. “I wish it 
was that easy. We might never lose a 
game. We've just been fortunate to get 
some good kids who knew what they 
wanted and were willing to bust their tails 
working for it. There's a lot of drive in the 
five kids who are there (the NFL) now. I 
had players with comparable ability who 
never made it because they lacked self- 
discipline.” 

Said Bill Griggs Sr.: “Desire is the key. I 
remember David's first year in the youth 
league. He got two teeth knocked out in a 
game. He cried a little, and I wondered if 
that might be the end of football. We were 
riding home and he said, ‘Boy, I can’t wait 
to get back at those guys.’ 

“All the kids from the neighborhood 
had that same kind of drive. If they didn’t 
have it, they wouldn't be where they are 
today.” 

John Taylor has achieved the most suc- 
cess thus far, and he also remains the 
most elusive of the Pennsauken Five. He 
avoided the media much of last season. 
He did one interview session at the Super 
Bowl, answering questions for 20 restless 
minutes, then went back into seclusion. 
Taylor has told reporters he has nothing 
against them personally; he simply has no 
desire to put himself on display. With Tay- 
lor, what you see on the field is all you get. 

“I’m just me,” Taylor said. “If it costs 
me recognition or money, it’s money I 
never saw. I figure the less I say, the less 
anybody can quote me. I prefer it that 
way.” 

His brother also keeps a low profile. It’s 
a result of their father’s emphasis on mod- 
esty. 

“When John and Keith were growing 
up,” John Sr. said, “I made sure they 
didn’t get too big-headed. I told them it 
doesn’t matter how many touchdowns 
they score, it doesn’t give 'em the right to 
be a showoff. I guess they must have lis- 
tened because that’s how they turned out. 

“T Know this much: I'm real proud of 
them both.” 

Indeed, all of the neighborhood parents 
are proud of the Pennsauken Five. “What- 
ever teams the boys are with,” Doris 
Griggs said, “those are our teams.” 
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Up-and-coming Brister wants to be the best— 
and a lot of NFL people think he can be 


By STEVE HUBBARD 
Pittsburgh Press 


he banquet was in Youngstown, O., 

i where Cleveland Browns fans re- 

side in great numbers, but brash 
Bubby Brister of the Pittsburgh Steelers 
quickly became the crowd favorite. 

Brister, showing few inhibitions, strut- 
ted across the dais and announced he was 
going to give hint of what the Steelers 
planned to do to Cleveland and the rest of 
their divisional opponents in the 1989 Na- 
tional Football League season. He then 
plunged his table knife deep into the podi- 
um. 

Even the Dawg Pound howled. 

Brister was back at the banquet table a 
year later, having played a major role in 
Pittsburgh’s return to the playoffs after a 
four-season absence. Accompanying him 
was fullback Merril Hoge. 

“I’m as excited as you are to learn what 
dinner utensil he’s going to use this year,” 
Hoge joked. 

Brister didn’t need the silverware; he 
had the crowd, uh, eating out of his hand. 
He told a few stories and, kidding about 
his playboy image, acknowledged he 
wanted to have children someday—if he 
didn’t have some already. 

The master of ceremonies, Pittsburgh 
Pirates broadcaster Lanny Frattare, 
chimed in with a tale about Brister’s pur- 
ported life style. He told of heaven’s sin 
meters, which resemble clocks. The 
hands on one, Frattare said, weren’t mov- 
ing. On the next, they were creeping 
along slowly. But on the third, they were 
spinning madly—for which St. Peter had a 
ready explanation. 

“That’s Bubby Brister’s,” St. Peter ex- 
plained. “We use it for a fan.” 

Bubby Brister’s image is one of a latter- 
day Bobby Layne or Joe Namath, drink- 
ing and carousing into the wee hours, 
then, bleary-eyed and fiery-eyed, leading 
his team to victory on Sunday afternoon. 


He is tall and handsome, young and well- 
to-do, single, outgoing and fun-loving. 

One writer called Brister “the Steelers’ 
Spuds McKenzie, the ultimate party ani- 
mal.” Another referred to him as the 
“Midnight Mayor of Shadyside.” A female 
writer met him in a bar and wrote of his 
“bedroom eyes.” A magazine asked if he 
would be smart enough “to quit studying 
his playbook by moonlight, with a beer in 
one hand and a babe on the other.” An- 
other said “good-time Bubby cut down on 
the partying but not his inconsistency.” 

Stories have spread from coast to coast. 

Brister insists, though, that outsiders 
embellish his image just as they botch his 
name. He has been called everything 
from Bubba to Bobby to Buddy to Brew- 
ster. He prefers Bubby, budding star. He 
wants to be the best—and a lot of people 
think he can be. 

The Steelers got off to terrible starts in 
1986 and 1988 and easily could have ex- 
perimented with their young players, lost 
more games and perhaps won a “fran- 
chise” quarterback—say, Vinny Testa- 
verde or Troy Aikman—in the NFL draft. 
But they refused. They had Bubby. They 
could have coveted Timm Rosenbach in 
the 1989 NFL supplemental draft. But they 
didn’t. They had Bubby. And when Pitts- 
burgh-bred Dan Marino of the Miami Dol- 
phins listed the Steelers among the teams 
he might like to play for someday, Steel- 
ers President Dan Rooney quickly said he 
wasn’t interested. ‘‘We’re interested in 
Bubby,” he said. 

The Steelers aren’t alone. Cincinnati 
Coach Sam Wyche and former Houston 
coach Jerry Glanville, now the head man 
with the Atlanta Falcons, both called Bris- 
ter a future star and said they wished they 
had him. On and off the record, scouts and 
personnel evaluators rave about him. 
Mike Giddings Jr., whose company ana- 
lyzes pro personnel for 11 NFL teams, ut- 
tered this, unsolicited: “I tell you who is 
going to be great: Bubby Brister.” 


Joe Theismann said Brister is a year or 
two behind fast-emerging Randall Cun- 
ningham of the Philadelphia Eagles. Joe 
Namath thinks the Steelers’ up-and-comer 
“has more desirable tools than most quar- 
terbacks around the league.” 

Others are catching on, too. When one 
magazine named “eight future stars ready 
to take off,” Brister was the man selected 
at quarterback, Another publication pre- 
dicted he is “on the brink of stardom.” 

Brister, a third-round draft choice of 
the Steelers in April 1986 after firing 17 
touchdown passes for Northeast Louisi- 
ana the previous fall, just wishes everyone 
would stop presenting the party-animal 
image. He is more amused than angered 
by it but says it’s not a good example for 
his nieces and nephews and the rest of 
America’s youth. Besides, it’s outdated. 

Yes, when Brister was sitting on the 
Steelers’ bench behind Mark Malone in 
his first two pro years, 1986 and 1987, he 
could have spent less time carousing and 
more time studying. However, over the 
last two seasons, he has done almost all of 
his playing on the field. 

“T’m not saying I didn’t study at all be- 
fore—I studied a pretty good bit—but I 
knew I wasn’t going to play,” Brister said. 
“T’d go out and have a good time. I may 
have overdone it a little bit. I had a lot of 
energy stored up inside because I wasn’t 
playing. It’s pretty normal for a red-blood- 
ed American male to go out and have a 
beer and talk to the ladies. I don’t think 
anything's wrong with that.” 

Brister never had a problem—he knew 
when to say when—but, because he was a 
budding celebrity, “People made me out 
to be going too far. If I drank two or three 
beers, they’d say it was a 12-pack. It’s like 
catching a three-pound bass and it turns 
into a seven-pound bass. There are a lot of 
fish stories going on. 

“Everything's magnified when you play 
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football and quarterback. And if you're 
not winning, like my third year (1988), 
when I was partying a little bit and we 
were 5-11, that doesn’t look real good. So 
the best thing to do is stay home and win 
games.” 

That’s what Brister did in 1989. That's 
what he plans to do the rest of his career. 

“I partied from (age) 17 to 25. I had a 
good time,” said Brister, who will have 
turned 28 by the beginning of the 1990 
NFL season. “I've slowed down a whole 
lot because things are more important to 
me now. What's important is getting to 
the playoffs, winning the Super Bowl and 
staying healthy. 

“The partying and staying out all night 
and dancing and drinking with the ladies, 
those days are just about over. I go out 
and hang out now and it’s sort of boring. 
I'm not all the way boring, but I stay home 
a lot. 

“I've got 14 acres (at his Pittsburgh 
countryside home) and I’m developing 
some of the land. I used to be all fired up 
about going out. Now, I’ve got my boots 
and work clothes on and work till dark, 
eat, watch TV and go to bed. I’m in bed at 
11. I guess I’m getting old. Old and wise. 

“Maybe that'll slow down the rap on me 
on the partying scene.” 

Brister hates to ruin a good story, but 
his reputation suffers when Pittsburgh’s 
quarterback emphasizes that he never 
has tried to match—or even approach— 
Layne’s legendary pregame exploits. 

“T respect him a lot,” Brister said of the 
former Detroit Lions and Steelers stand- 
out who died in 1986, “but I wouldn’t want 
to be known as staying up till 4 a.m. and 
playing on Sunday with a hangover.” 

Brister may not live life hard anymore, 
but he still plays the game hard. He 
played in 1988 with a sternum injury, a 
knee ailment and a slight shoulder sepa- 
ration and missed three games because of 
a dislocated finger on his passing hand. 
He suffered throughout 1989 with a shoul- 
der injury—it required off-season surgery 
—and missed two games because of a 
sprained knee. 

On the Monday before the Kansas City 
game in the eighth week of the ’89 season, 
Coach Chuck Noll doubted that Brister’s 
knee injury had healed sufficiently for 
him to play against the Chiefs. Brister 
vowed he would be ready. The next day, 
Brister practiced but Noll said he was off- 
target. Brister vowed not only to play on 
Sunday, but also to complete 65 percent of 
his passes. 

On game day, the Chiefs’ Danny Cope- 
land crunched Brister with a blind-side 
blitz. Dan Saleaumua buried a helmet into 
his knee. And Derrick Thomas shoved 
him out of bounds and practically into the 
baseball dugout at Three Rivers Stadium. 
A doctor suggested that he call it a day. 

Brister kept limping back for more, 
though, and wound up completing 17 of 27 
passes—63 percent—for 253 yards and 
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two touchdowns. A picture-perfect 64- 
yarder to Louis Lipps proved the game- 
winner in Pittsburgh's 23-17 triumph. 

“He showed a lot of courage to be out 
there, digging it up,” guard John Rienstra 
said, “and it’s like, ‘I've got this ache and 
that ache, but check him out.’ When you 
see others play hurt, you say, ‘I can do it, 
too.’” 

Brister demonstrated he simply won't 
back down. Kansas City’s Thomas, a quar- 
terback-devouring linebacker, took a late 
shot at his head and Brister pushed him in 
the face, swung at him and grabbed his 
face mask. For good measure, he also 
bumped and practically ran over the ref- 
eree who dared come between the two 
combatants. The year before, Brister got 
into a fistfight with one of his teammates, 
Keith Gary, and coaches had to halt prac- 
tice and pull him off the 265-pound defen- 
sive lineman. 

This is one quarterback who doesn’t tip- 
toe around. Glanville says he’s got a safe- 
ty’s temperament. Brister, in fact, made 
all-state at Neville High School in Monroe, 
La., at free safety—not quarterback—and 
said if he couldn’t play quarterback any- 
more, he’d like to play in the defensive 
backfield so he could hit someone. Even 
after he became a starter, he still volun- 
teered to cover kickoffs. 

Brister’s linemen say he is one of them. 
His hobbies are hunting and fishing. His 
favorite movies are “Walking Tall” and 
“Walking Tall, Part II.” His favorite book 
is about Gen. George Patton. His idols are 
rough-and-gruff John Wayne of movie 
fame and Sammy Baugh, the former 
Washington Redskins great who not only 
excelled as a passer but also got in his 
licks as a defensive back. 

“He doesn’t fit the quarterback mold,” 
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former Steelers offensive lineman Craig 
Wolfley said of the 6-foot-3, 210-pound 
Brister. “It almost seems like he could en- 
gage in any aspect of the game, like 
blocking and tackling. He’s out in front, 
demonstrating he’s willing to take risks. 
He has great leadership abilities.” 

“Bubby’s just brought us a whole new 
attitude,” wide receiver Lipps said. “He’s 
got a spark and he's sparking the rest of 
us.” 

Brister’s exuberance knows no bounds. 
He bounces 40 vards downfield while sig- 
naling ‘‘touchdown!” He raises a hand 
overhead and pumps it for what seems 
like a full minute to celebrate another 
score. He throws a block on a defensive 
end to spring a reverse, remains on his 
back, watches the touchdown and pumps 
his legs as though riding a bicycle. As hy- 
peractive as a 2-year-old, he hollers, hugs 
his teammates and waves towels. 

He would do even more if the NFL 
didn’t frown on such showmanship. 

“I'd like to do a couple of cartwheels 
after we score,” he cracked. 

Brister acknowledges being ‘real 
hyper,” a trait inherited from his mother, 
Frances. Television viewers saw mom 
jumping and screaming and emoting dur- 
ing last year’s American Football Confer- 
ence playoffs. The NBC cameras often 
panned to her, and it was obvious that her 
carrying-on was no act. 

“When I was playing Little League 
baseball, no one would sit by her because 
she'd beat their arm or leg to death and 
they’d be black and blue by the end of the 
game,” said Brister, whose pre-college 
days featured a short and undistinguished 
stint in the Detroit Tigers’ farm system. 
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The Louisianan even fires up his 
coaches. Noll despises the shotgun forma- 
tion, but he installed it after Brister insist- 
ed it would boost the Steelers’ firepower. 
More than once, Brister has convinced 
the ever-conservative Noll to go for it on 
fourth down. On one occasion, he scolded 
the coaches for their slowness in sending 
in plays, prompting the normally taciturn 
Noll to laugh and do impressions the next 
day. 

“He's going, ‘What is it?’” said Noll, 
imitating Brister’s excited, screeching 
voice and animated behavior when a play 
was slow in coming. 

Added Hoge: “He runs at high rpm all 
the time. He gets you fired up. He never 
doubted us or himself.” 

It's fortunate that the Steelers are in- 
stilled with a never-say-die attitude. After 
all, they were left for dead after the first 
two games of the '89 season, AFC Central 
contests against hated rivals Cleveland 
and Cincinnati in which they were beaten 
by a combined score of 92-10. Pittsburgh 


Brister has brought a whole new 
attitude to the Steelers. 
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rebounded, though, for four victories in its 
next six games and then won five times in 
the final six weeks of the regular season 
to qualify for the playoffs as a wild card. 

But, Wolfley said, “If you want to put it 
(the Brister-inspired resiliency) in a nut- 
shell, go back to 90 seconds in Houston on 
a Sunday night when all America could 
have shut its TV sets off and he did what 
nobody thought he could do.” 

It was December 4, 1988. The Oilers had 
taunted the Steelers in a 34-14 romp at 
Pittsburgh earlier in the season and Bris- 
ter, absolutely infuriated, was ready to 
taunt back in the rematch at Houston. The 
Steelers were 3-10 at the time and 10-point 
underdogs; the Oilers boasted a 9-4 record 
and were undefeated so far in '88 at the 
Astrodome, their “House of Pain.” Brister 
proceeded to throw for 311 yards, three 
touchdowns and no interceptions, but 
Pittsburgh appeared dead when the Oilers 
seized a 34-31 lead with a minute and a 
half remaining in the game. 

“Nobody give up! Here we go!” Brister 
commanded in the huddle. He then drove 
the Steelers 80 yards for the victory, 37-34, 
with a TD pass to Hoge deciding things 
with 20 seconds left. 

When Pittsburgh and Houston met in 
the 1989 AFC wild-card playoff game at 
the Astrodome, Brister and friends were 
back to their old tricks. The Oilers had 
beaten the Steelers twice during the regu- 
lar season and they forged ahead by a 23- 
16 score with 6:02 to play in this clash. 

“We've been here before and we've 
done it before,” Brister reminded his 
teammates. “We can do it again.” 

And they did, driving 82 yards to tie the 
score with 46 seconds to go and then win- 
ning the game in overtime. 

While his fiery, uplifting defiance has 
gotten Brister into occasional trouble with 
coaches and officials, it’s obvious that the 
intangibles—desire, leadership, toughness 
—are there. So are the tangibles. He has 
ideal size for a quarterback. His arm is 
one of the league’s strongest. His 20-yard 
“out” patterns are bullets. His deep 
throws are lethal. 

In 1988, he had four touchdown passes 
of more than 70 yards; in the club’s previ- 
ous 55 seasons, no quarterback had been 
involved in more than two 70-yard pass 
plays in one season. Terry Bradshaw 
teamed on four such plays in the entire 
decade of the 1970s. Layne never was part 
of a 70-yarder in his five seasons with 
Pittsburgh. 

Brister reads coverages fairly well, 
doesn’t yield a lot of interceptions, throws 
decent “touch” passes and has a good 
sense of hanging in the pocket until the 
last possible moment. He is fast and quick, 
able to evade the rush and throw on the 
run or sprint for first downs and touch- 
downs. 

Yet, for all his derring-do, magical mo- 
ments and obvious talents, Brister still is 
searching for consistency and big num- 
bers. 

He won only four of 13 starts in 1988 and 
ranked 23rd among the 28 quarterbacks 
qualifying for the passer rating-points 
title. He won nine of 16 starts last year 


The Sporting News 1990 Pro Football Yearbook 


(action that included playoff games 
against Houston and Denver), but ranked 
only 19th out of 27 passers. Nobody who 
started as often as Brister did in '89 threw 
fewer touchdown passes (nine) than the 
Steelers’ signal-caller. Pittsburgh's offense 
ranked last in total yards, passing yards 
and yards per pass play. 

Injuries and inexperience—he started 
for only one season at Northeast Louisi- 
ana (after transferring from Tulane) and 
has been a regular just two years with the 
Steelers—have contributed to Brister’s so- 
so numbers. So has a predictable, old-fash- 
ioned game plan. 

However, there’s hope that Brister will 
show marked improvement statistically. 
Entering his 22nd season as Pittsburgh 
coach, Noll has brought in a new offensive 
coordinator, Joe Walton (head coach of 
the New York Jets from 1983 through 
1989), and an entirely new playbook for 
1990. Walton, who as a seven-year assis- 
tant coach with the Redskins was credited 
with developing Theismann, among 
others, will preach a quicker, higher-per- 
centage passing game. (In his four NFL 
seasons, Brister has completed only 49.4 
percent of his passes while throwing for 
20 TDs and giving up 29 interceptions.) 

“He’s going to benefit beyond belief,” 
said Theismann, assessing Brister’s 
chances to grow under Walton’s tutelage. 
“With Bubby Brister’s youthfulness and 
enthusiasm and raw talent, with Joe’s 
ability to teach him how to play the posi- 
tion, it’s the best thing that could happen 
to Bubby.” 

Theismann said Brister has more talent 
than he possessed. Walton also compares 
Brister favorably to Theismann, which is 
the highest praise he gives. 

“He has great potential,” Walton said. 
“There is another level. I think he'll reach 
that level.” 

With Brister, nothing seems impossible. 
He arrived at summer camp in 1988 hav- 
ing completed only 25 of 72 passes in his 
two-year pro career, yet insisted he would 
win the starting job left open when Ma- 
lone was traded to San Diego. “I'm the 
man. Write it down,” he said. We did. He 
was. 

Brister scrawled “Playoffs '89" on the 
weight-room chalkboard after the Steel- 
ers' sorry '88 campaign, then made it real- 
ity. He marketed “Yes We Can” T-shirts, 
and it turned out that the Steelers could. 
He guaranteed a season-ending victory at 
Tampa and produced. He predicted 10 
victories for Pittsburgh and the Steelers 
got them—even if it took a wild-card 
triumph to attain that figure. 

“I was probably an average quarter- 
back last year,” said Brister, analyzing his 
performance in 1989. “I'm looking for big 
things. I don't think I’m near where I can 
be. Coach Walton said there’s no reason 
in the next year or two I can’t be right 
there at the top of the list. 

“I’m headed to the top. I don’t want to 
be a mediocre quarterback. I don’t want 
to be an average quarterback. I want to 
be the best.” 

Not the best at partying. The best at 
quarterbacking. 


WHY 4 FOOTBALL GAMES? 


To give YOU a choice! Here are 4 great football 
herd games that have stood the test of ma 


ae DIRT 


Would 30 years be a good test? 
That's how long Football Strategy 
has charmed table-top gamers. 
It's the first board game to 
emphasize defense as well as 
offense! Called by Sports Illus- 
trated in 1961, “‘the best football 
game ever invented.’’ The game 
of think and double-think! On 
defense you secretly select a 
defense you think will stop your 
opponent's next play. He, in turn, 
tries to outguess you by calling a 
play from among 20 on the matrix 
chart patterned after real pro 
plays. Each offense and defense 
selection is cross-indexed to 
obtain the gain or loss. An ad 
executive once said, “‘when you 
can get top-notch ad men to pass 
up expense account luncheons to 
play Football Strategy, you have 
a real attraction going for you."’ 
Another eulogized, ‘as ex-college 
players, we have been attracted 
by many good football games, but 
none have approached the realism 
and excitement of Football 
Strategy." 
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Paydirt—first published in 1976 
and still going strong! Paydirt is 
FOOTBALL STRATEGY tailored to 
the 28 pro teams. Every pro team 
has been computer-analyzed— 
their strengths and weaknesses are 
coded onto special Play/Action 
Charts. These charts are your 
tickets to realistic action. With them 
you can call all the shots—on 
offense and defense—for every pro 
squad. You can replay the com- 
plete pro season, playoffs, Super 
Bowl...until your team wins it all. 
Maybe the Broncos shouldn't have 
gotten as far as they did. Paydirt 
gives you the chance to find out 
who really belonged in the playoffs. 
Each team should produce as they 
did in real life. Except—you are the 
coach. And your decisions may be 
the difference between who makes 
it to the Super Bowl and which 
teams are the also-rans. If you 
already play Paydirt, simply order 
the 1989 Season Play/Action Charts 
only. Past seasons (listed below) 
also available. 
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Bow! Bound is PAYDIRT tailored 
to college football. Now in its 3rd 
edition, the game comes com- 
plete with Play/Action Team 
Charts of what the computer says 
were the best 20 college teams of 
the 80's. Here, you can match up 
these great teams to find out who 
really was the greatest of the era. 
Each team’s real-life perform- 
ances have been encoded on 
both the Offense and Defense 
color-coded Team Charts for each 
team. The depth of this analysis 
is so great that we are confident 
you will find this game unrivaled 
for excitement and true-to-life 
results. However, because all 20 
are nearly even in over-all ability, 
it is YOU, as coach, whose play 
choices make the difference. A 
few of the 20 teams you get 
include '88 Notre Dame, '87 
Miami, '84 Brigham Young, and 
"83 Nebraska. If you already have 
this 3rd edition Bowl Bound, 
extra sets of Team Charts with 
teams that go back as far as 1941 
are available (see below). 
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Statis Pro Football is the be-all 
and end-all of statistical football 


board games. It comes with 
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ing linemen—that’s well over 
1,000 Player Cards. It differs from 
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YOU, as coach, determine which 
players play on each separate 
play. You assign your best blockers 
and tacklers to key areas, your 
best pass defenders to guard the 
opponent's best receivers, and 
your most explosive offensive 
threats to places where they can 
do the most damage. 

lf you already own Statis Pro 
Football, order the 1989 Season 
Player Cards only. Past seasons 
also available below. 
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Unpolished Christian Okoye is just warming up 
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By RICK 
GOSSELIN 
Kansas City Star 


make the long trek from Nigeria to 
the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum 
on August 10, 1984—and he made it. 

For years, Okoye had been aiming for 
this day. It was the day of the final round 
of the discus throw competition in the 
23rd Olympiad. For Okoye, this was the 
pinnacle of athletic achievement. He 
wanted nothing more than a chance to 
win a medal for his native country. 

Okoye, in fact, had been so motivated to 
represent Nigeria in the Olympics that he 
moved to the United States in 1982 at the 
age of 21. By competing in an American 
college track-and-field program, he rea- 
soned, he would accelerate his develop- 
ment as a world-class athlete. So, he en- 
rolled at Azusa Pacific, a small NAIA 
school less than 30 miles from the Colise- 
um on the outskirts of Los Angeles. 

Okoye went on to become an All-Ameri- 
ca many times over in the discus, ham- 
mer, shot put and 35-pound weight events. 
He set the African record for the discus 
during his American college career. And 
he developed into an Olympic-caliber ath- 
lete, winning NAIA discus championships 
in all four years he attended Azusa Pacif- 
ic, which also won four straight NAIA 
titles. 

There was just one problem: When the 
day of his dreams finally arrived, Okoye 
was a spectator. Instead of standing on 
the floor of the Coliseum, discus in hand, 
he was sitting unhappily in the grand- 
stand. 

Nigeria, for reasons still unclear to 
Okoye, had failed to submit his name on 
its official Olympic team entry list. That 
Okoye was even in the Coliseum that day 
was due only to the generosity of his col- 
lege track coach, Terry Franson, who had 
an extra ticket. 

“I can remember exactly where we 


| was Christian Okoye’s dream to 
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were sitting,”’ Franson said. “I can re- 
member looking across, watching the dis- 
cus. I can remember the marks, I can re- 
member looking at Christian’s face four 
or five times ... and I just knew. He want- 
ed to be out there. He was very disap- 
pointed. His dream had been shattered. 

“I was disappointed for him, because I 
knew how gifted he was. I just knew he 
would have been in the hunt. He’d have 
been in the top six, with an outside shot 
for a medal if he threw a lifetime best. 
With the Soviet and East German boycott, 
the door was even more open for him. I 
knew if he got into the big arena, he 
would do something. That’s the travesty of 
it. Not only would he have been out there, 
he would have been a contender.” 

Okoye had no way of knowing it then, 
but his exclusion from the Games actually 
was a blessing in disguise. He would never 
get another shot at the Olympics, never 
bring a gold, silver or bronze medal back 
to Nigeria. But he had another athletic 
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peak to climb—as a 
professional. 

Five years and 
six months after his 
Olympic disappointment, Okoye 
stood at a podium in a darkened ball- 
room of the Crown Center Hotel in Kan- 
sas City. It was the winter following his 
third season with the Kansas City Chiefs, 
and Okoye was being honored as the 
American Football Conference’s Offen- 
sive Player of the Year. All he had done in 
1989 was become the National Football 
League’s new rushing champion. 

“Today I’m glad they did not select me 
for the Olympics,” Okoye told the crowd- 
ed ballroom. “If they had, I probably 
wouldn't be playing football.” 

Not American football, anyway. As a 
young African schoolboy, the “football” 
Okoye played was soccer. He was intro- 
duced to this other game of football in his 
first semester at Azusa Pacific. Innocent 
Egbunike, a Nigerian friend and team- 
mate on the school’s track squad, knew a 
player on the Azusa Pacific football team 
and dragged Okoye out one Saturday af- 
ternoon to watch a game. 

“It was strange,’’ Okoye recalled. 
“They'd blow the whistle, the game would 
start and all you'd hear was the helmets 
and pads cracking. Then they'd stop the 
game and a few seconds later start it 
again. Neither of us knew what was going 
on. I thought, ‘This is very boring.’ I went 
to another game the next year, but it still 
didn’t excite me because | still didn’t un- 
derstand—and I didn’t make an effort to.” 

He showed even less interest in playing 
the game, despite the prodding of several 
schoolmates. They could see that his size 
(6-foot-1, 253 pounds) and speed (4.46 sec- 
onds over 40 yards) were perfect for foot- 
ball. Even the Cougars’ football coach, 
Jim Milhon, kidded Okoye about coming 
out. But the soft-spoken, mild-mannered 
Okoye would just smile at the suggestion 
and tell Milhon courteously, “I’ll think 
about it.” 

The turning point was the 1984 Olym- 


pics. For the first time, Okoye gave seri- 
ous thought to taking his athletic career 
in a new direction. 

“I had been looking forward to compet- 
ing in the Olympics,” Okoye said, “but the 
opportunity was swept away. So I wanted 
to do something else, just to take my focus 
away from track. My friends had been 
bothering me about playing football. I 
kept saying no, but I decided now was the 
time to try it, just to see what it was like.” 

Before doing anything rash, he had to 
discuss the idea with his track coach. 
Franson had become a father figure to 
him, and Okoye wanted his approval. 

“I asked him why he wanted to play 
football,” Franson said, “and he gave me 
the right answer. He said he thought he 
could potentially be a professional player. 
I told him: ‘I’d support that, but I wouldn’t 
support you going out there just for the 
experience because you're too valuable in 
the discus. To risk injury in your track ca- 
reer just for an experience, no, I wouldn’t 
support that. But if this could be a career 
choice for you, I’ll support it 100 per- 
cent.’” 

In addition to his duties as the track 
coach, Franson helped out from the press 
box during the Azusa Pacific football 
team’s games. So he conferred with Mil- 
hon about the positions that would best 
suit an athlete with Okoye’s natural ability 
but limited background. 


“We talked about what we thought he 
could do, where we thought his talent 
would rise up the quickest,” Franson said. 
“We collectively thought: ‘Running back. 
Let him carry the ball.’ Somebody that 
size you might put at linebacker, but we 
thought, ‘Heck, start him at running 
back.’” 

Making Okoye a running back wasn’t as 
simple as handing him the ball and wish- 
ing him well. At his first day of practice in 
the fall of 1984, Okoye didn’t even know 
how to put on a uniform. He watched his 
teammates and did as they did. And that 
was one of his simpler lessons. He had to 
learn the basics of the game—first downs, 
penalties, huddles, handoffs, goalposts, 
coin tosses and kickoffs—as well as his 
team’s offensive formations, plays and 
strategy. Okoye also had to learn about 
contact. In all his years on the track, he 
had never been drilled from the blind side 
or taken a shot at his knees. 

Learning football was like learning a 
new language. The process was slow. 

“Doing something you had never done 
before, something you're not used to—it 
was really strange,” Okoye said. “I was 
very, very frustrated. I couldn’t see where 
I was going with it. I couldn’t get a handle 
on the game. It was... different.” 

Two weeks into double sessions, Okoye 
was back talking to Franson. This time he 
wanted the OK to quit football. 

“He came in and said: ‘I don’t want to 
play this game anymore. I’m not having 
fun out there,’” Franson recalled. “I told 
him: ‘Nobody has fun this time of year. 
You're just learning about contact. It’s a 
rough game, but you and I had talked 
about you giving it at least six weeks. You 
can’t make a decision this soon.’ He said 


MITCHELL LAYTON/DUOMO 


Christian Okoye’s combination of speed (4.46 seconds over 40 yards), size 
(6-foot-1, 253 pounds) and strength makes him “one in a zillion.” 


all right and went back out. 

“He came back in two weeks later and 
said he wanted to quit again. I told him: 
‘You haven’t gone long enough yet. You 
haven’t been in a game. You don’t know 
enough to even get in a game yet. If you 
quit now, you won't have given yourself a 
fair shot. It’s not fair to the football team, 
either, because they see possibilities with 
you.’ So he went back out. I think he came 
back in one more time.” 

When the season began, Okoye played 
sparingly. As could be expected, he had 
trouble holding onto the football. In his 
athletic career he had kicked a soccer 
ball and thrown a variety of objects. But 
carrying a pigskin—this was something 
that would take getting used to. 

“They'd put him in here and there and 
he’d fumble, then show a spark of great- 
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ness, then he’d screw things up again,” 
Franson said. “Now we're playing San 
Francisco State in San Francisco. We’re 
down by two or three touchdowns at the 
half, so the head coach said to me on the 
headphones: ‘Hey, we’re 0-3, we’re down 
by a couple of touchdowns. I’m leaving 
Christian in for the whole half. If he fum- 
bles, he fumbles—but I’m not going to 
yank him. We’re just going to go with 
him.’ He dropped the ball a couple of 
times and made some mistakes, but it was 
then that we all knew it was just a matter 
of days until this cannon goes off big time. 
We ended up winning the rest of our 
games that year, and we only lost one the 
next year.” 

The cannon went off a week after the 


Continued 
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No Longer the Best Kept Secret in Sports! 


directly on left chest and back of jacket. 
Commemorative patch on lett sleeve. Stand- 
up spun nylon collar, knit cuffs & waistband 


$89.95 


10" X 15" Plaque with 2 facing helmets. NFL 


STARTER os genuine 

leather. Pro graphic 
All NFL embroidered 
Teams 


Match jacket body color. Heavy wt. quilt lining. 


Black 2402. wool melton body. 
Leather sleeves. Left chest 
49ers logo. Left sleeve 49ers 
crest logo. Back, large chenille 
patch with Golden Gate Bridge, 
49ers logo and large “Team of 
the Decade” in red & gold. 
Outstanding item! Use listing 
below for sizes and additional 


49ers Ail MLBB Teams , i 
logo on plaque & plate with team names and $99.95 ea. $84.95 ea. ‘che Hof tiegh tanked le size prices. 
score of Superbow! $139.95 ea. NBA, NHL and addtional size prices. $250.00 ea 
Available for all Super Bowls. Use list under College Teams $84.95 ea. $350. ea. " . 
videos for teams. Adult Sizes 


* SBIll Jets Helmet will be current helmet style. $(36-38), M(40-42), L(44-46), XL(48) 


Available for: 
SB-XX - Bears vs, Patriots ...., 
SB-XXI - Giants vs. Broncos .. 
SB-XXIl - Redskins vs. Broncos . 
SB-XXIll - 49ers vs. Bengals... 


by Wilson 


o 
SB-XXIV - 49ers vs. Broncos . $125. ea po RM $1 80. ea, ts i sia al 
SB-XXV - ?- Available 1 week after game............$100, ea. . ‘ f M NGA 
Tend to run small. $69.95 rom DeLong) = NHL, NBA, and 
BUY ALL 6 FOR $800. - SAVE $200. Supplies are limited! S.M-L-XL $69.95 Sportswear MLBB teams 
OFFICIAL PRO-BOWL FOOTBALL 1989...............$100. ea. XXL $74.95 XXXL $84.95 by De LONG 
OFFICIAL NFL FOOTBALL... $75.08. | yyxyi ggags $230.00 ‘ SPORTSWEAR 24 02. wool melton body. Wool 
OFFICIAL USFL FOOTBALL........... $125. ea. i 2 €€. — 2402. wool melton Leather sleeves. Large chenille shoulder sleeves. Large chenille shoulder 
: ALL NFL TEAMS AVAILABLE. trom Delong Sportswear patch on front & back. Lett shoulder has commemorative patch on front & back. Left 
patch. No returns or refunds, all jackets are custom made. shoulder has commemorative 
Videos are highlights - not complete NI NFL Teams. Also all NHL, All NFL teams avail. Sizes: 34/36/38/40/42/44/46. Sizes patch, Sizing is the same as 
games. Approx. 23 min. each in length. NBA, and MLBB teams & 48/50 add 20%, 52/54 add 30%, 56/58 add 40%, 60 add L eather cada Jacket 
NF2005 XXIV 4Sers/Broncos.....$24.95 NFOO15 XV RaidersiEagles....$24.95 NF0006 VI Cowboys/Dolphins...$24.95 colleges 60% (tend to run 1 size small) : 
NF2003 XXIII 49ers/Bengals .....$24.95 NFOO14 XIV Steelers/Rams.....$24.95 NFO005 V Colts!Cowboys.........-.$24,95 == 
NF2029 XXII Redskins/Bronco ..$24.95 NFO013 XIII Steelers/Cowboys$24.95 NF0004 IV Chiets/Vikings..........$24.95 
NF1055 XX! Giants'Broncos......$24.95 NF0012 XII Cowboys/Broncos $24.95 NF0003 II! NY Jets/Colts $24.95 D. Sanders P. Simms J. Everett 
NF 1025 XX Bears/Patriots......,..$24,95 NFOO11 XI Raiders’Vikings.......$24.95 NFO002 || Packers/Raiders.......$24,95 J. Kelly L. Taylor D. Marino 
NF1000 XIX 49ers/Dolphins ......$24.95 NF0010 X Steelers/Cowboys...$24.95 NFOO01 1 Packers/Chiets $24.95 C. Bennett K. Jackson B. Brister 
NF1186 XVIII Raiders/Redskins $24.95 NFOO0S IX Steelers/Cowboys.$24.95 Complete set of all 24 videos ...$600.00 M. Singletary R. White M. Hoge 
NF1166 XVII Redskins/Dolphins$24.95 NF0008 Vill Dolphins/Vikings .$24.95 NF1087 Super Sunday (History of SB B. Esiason Cunningham Bo Jackson 
NF1129  49ers/Bengals....$24.95 NFOOQ7 VII Dolphins/Vikings ..$24.95 $24.95 (No returns on open videos) ites Hares Ae 
\ 7 ! 
WE CARRY OVER 500 SPORTS VIDEOS. CALL OR WRITE FOR YOUR FAVORITE! B Sanders H Walker J. Montana 
D. Majkowski M, Andersen J. Rice 
T. Harris O. Hilard C. Mann 
W. Moon C. Okoye 


T-Shirt - Adult Sizes: S-M-L-XL 


$13. ca 


Adult Sizes: S-M-L-XL $16.00 ea 


Available for: SB-XX-Bears BY NEW ERA 
SB-XVI-49ers SB-XXI-Giants XXL $15. ea. 
SB-XVIl-Redskins SB-XXII-Redskins 
SB-XVIll-Raiders —SB-XXill-49ers J. Kelly L. Taylor J. Montana 
SB-XIX-49ers SB-XXIV-49ers B. Esiason R. White J. Rice 
SB-XX\V-Available 2 weeks after Game. B. Kosar H. Walker R. Craig Adult sizes: 
0. Newsome D. Marino A. Monk S-M-L-XL 
All below items are 49ers Champ items. B. Sanders J. Jensen H, Ellard 
A. Hat - $16.00 ea. B. Pennant - $5.00 ea. D. Majkowski —_L. Lipps p.thomas $16.00 ea. 
C. Bumper Sticker - $3.00 Bo Jackson 
D. Button - $4.00 ea. 
E. Golf Shirt (S-M-L-XL) -§27.95 ea. 
F, Sweatshirt (S-M-L-XL) -$27.95 ea. R. White R. Craig M. Allen T. Harris 
G. Complete set of all 22 . ~ P —_ ae as Club x om. : . mea 
Super Bowl Buttons - $44.95 set L Taylor : oye 
j ware E. Metcalf M. Singlet 
H. Christmas Ball - $6.00 ea. All NFL leant . Le nae Bf oes , 2 sald & Loree 
Available. Giants Sack Club W, Slaughter V. Testaverde Saints Sack Club 
a a ne — a 
A, PENNANT 0... $3.00 ea. D, BUMPER STICKER........... $3.00 One size. 1 boty 
Set of all 28 teams... $60.00 Setof all 28 teams.........$60.00 ite Seal O Mepowstd ba ale 
B. WRISTBANDS......$4.00 ea. F. CHRISTMAS BALL.. 
C. 7" HUDDLE.......$19.95ea. Set of all 28 teams... Adut sizes: sx. $13.00 ea. 
Dolphins....$8.00 
_______Program_—_Fennant_ Patriots.......$8.00 
xg ry Buy your favorite SB XXV $8.00 $5.00 Redskins....$8.00 
% $1 Super Bowl pins SBXXIV $8.00 $5.00 Seahawks .$8.00 
individually for . he Papo an JetS ono $8.00 
ia Ne $10.00 ea. | sax sto $7.00 Cardinals ..$8.00 
11" High x 12-3/4" wide. SB XX $1200 $8.00 Oilers.........$8.00 
All 28 team magnets are J) ee A great collector's item. A SBXIX $13.00 $9.00 Chargers...$8.00 
included on a magnetic standing board that features the complete set of all 24 Super Bow! Mounted on velvet and framed. SB A $14.00 $10.00 Raiders....$8,00 Packers.....$8.00 
divisions by conference. All magnets are 3, 4 or 5 colors. | pins ina glass display frame. By Complete set of all 28 NFL teams: = on pies vhs Cowboys $9.00 
Board has easel back, or can be hung on the wall. Pater David. $160. (Not Shown) SBXV $18.00 Not Avail, _| Call for Additions! 
$24.95 EACH $230.00 for set Individual Pins: $6. ea, (Not Shown) These are Champ Pennants Buy All 19 for $125.00 
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;| Officially 
Licensed 
Up» Product 


NFL 2002. CERAMIC STEIN NFL 30z. SHOT GLASS 
Set of all 28 teams $350.00. Set of all 28 teams $90.00. 
leaps CERAMIC NFL 1202 
NFL CAN HANDLER COFFEECUP 
Keep your favorite beverage cold! Full color logo, banded in 22KT gold. 
1 $5.00 ea. 4 or more $4.00 ea. Set of all 28 teams $220.00. 
aa $10.00 ea. 


NFL 3202, INSULATED SPORT BOTTLE $10.00 ea 5or now $800ea, 
NFL #1000 - TOP OF THE LINE 


The Pro NFL Coaches Cap is 100% wool, double stretched, 
with NFL city and team name. Direct embroidered logo in full 
color. {All teams available.) One size fits all. $16.00 ea. 


NFL LOGO, 
NFL FILMS, and ESPN HATS $15.00 ea. 


S$B-I-Packers 
SB-Il-Packers 
SB-lll-Jets 
SB-IV-Jets 
$B-V-Colts 
$B-VI-Cowboys 
$B-VIl-Dolphins 
$8-Vill-Dolphins 
$8-IX-Steelers 
S8-X-Steelers 
$B-XI-Raiders 
SB-XII-Cowboys 
$B-Xill-Steélers 
SB-XIV-Steelers 
SB-XV-Raiders 
SB-XVI-49ers 
$B-XVII-Redskins 
SB-XVIlI-Raiders 
SB-XIX-49ers 
SB-XX-Bears 
SB-XXI-Giants 
SB-XXiIl-Redskins 
SB-XXIlI-49ers 
SB-XXIV-49ers 
“SB-XXV-? 
“avaiable 2 was aher the game 


—_—_ 
PRO HELMETS & 
AUTHENTIC MINIS 
By Riddell 


= 


SUPER BOWL I THRU XXIV 


Toast the Super Bowl Champions with this handsome 
200z. Ceramic Tankard featuring the full color logo on 
the front. The back has the scores of the entire 
season with opponents. Rim: SUPER BOWL 
CHAMPIONS: Each tankard is richly banded in 22KT 
gold and is fired at extremely high temperatures for 
colorbrite brilliance, permanency and strength. 


Complete set of all $330. $18. ea. 


The helmet of the Pro's. Official Riddell 
Professional helmet. The exact helmet the 
Pros wear.. We cannot guarantee a certain 


size or mask. 
$175.00 ea. 


Authentic mini helmet. Genuine scaled- 
down version of Pro Helmet mounted on 


an oak base. 

$99.95 ea. 
Buy one Mini and one Pro Helmet for the 
special price of $250.00, Helmets 
available for all 28 NFL teams. Mini 
Helmets also avail. for Colleges. 


TRAVEL BAG 

Sturdy cotton canvas by Starter. Many pockets for 
storage, shoulder strap and ID tag. All NFL, MLBB, NBA 
and College teams. $49.95 


NFL 
ITEMS 


Sweatshirt. 
Sweatpants... 
Combo-Sweatshirt 
Sweatpants 

(must be same team) 
Golf Shirt 

Sweater. 

Workout Shorts. 


Pro-Seat 


Stool 12° diameter vinyl covered 
padded seat, sturdy chrome finish 
base and foot support. Height: 18°. 
Assembles in minutes. 


NFL T-SHIRTS 


Shins are Poly/Cotton The above are only available for the following 


ae 


Si 


Blend. All 28 teams 
are available. 
13. ea. 
Adult sizes: S-M-L-XL 
XXL - $15. ea. 


All NFL, NBA & MLBB Available 


$39.95 ea. 


teams: Bears -Bils» Browns » Bengals » Colts » 
Cowboys + Eagles » Broncos « Packers + Rams 
+ Saints + Raiders « Dolphins « Vikings + Patriots 
+ Giants + Steelers + Redskins + 49ers + 
‘Seahawks + Oilers * Chiels + Lions + Jets 


Boxer Shorts .. 
Adult sizes S-M-L-XL 
Boxer Shorts: M-L-XL only. 


No retums on opened packages for boxer shorts. 


These handsome rugged chairs and table are the same type Clann has been manufacturing 
inthe US.A since 1925! Tal Gate‘Den Table: 34° x 34° x 27-1/2" high folding table. Made 
with tough vinyl clad table top. Locking legs design for slimline storage. Tail Gate’Den 
Chairs: The chairs are made from rolled and formed steel, Chair seats and backs are 
upholstered in heavy duty vinyl over high density polyurethane foam. Al NFL, NBA & MLB8 
Teams available r 

SAVE $44.75 WHEN YOU BUY 
Table Only $89.95 1 TABLE AND 4 CHAIRS! 
Chair Only-Each $69.95 Table and 4 Chairs... $325. 


a 
NFL TEAM LAMP 
Authentic Riddell helmet made 
into a nice lamp that will add to 
any den or T.V. room, Size 15” x 
14" x 23”, Comes with lamp 
shade. Mounted on a 9" x 12” 


solid oak base. All teams 
available. 


SUPER BOWL 25th 


ANNIVERSARY HELMET 
Edition Sitver Plated Helmet on handsome 
wood base. Only 2500 made each comes 
with certificate of Authenticity and is packed 
in a nice display box. A Super Item and 
great investment. 

Limited supply. 

“Each will be 

numbered also. 4 $499.95 a. 


Super Bowl 25th Silver Anniversary lems 
a. Hat $15., b. T-Shirts $15., c. Sweatshirt $27.95, 
d, Goll Shirt $30., e. Pennant $4. 


THE JERSEY 


OF THE PRO'S 

Full color pro-cut, short sleeve, tapered 
body. In full color with player's number - 
we do offer both dark & white for most 
teams. Call to veryity. 

Adult sizes: S-M-L-XL. 

Names listed below are not on back of 
Jersey. They are listed so you can identty 


DO" $74.98 02 


NFL TEAM 


WALL PLAQUE 
Authentic Riddell Helmet cut in 
half and mounted on a piece of 
oak. NICE ITEM! 

$69.95ea. 


All NFL teams available. 


IARIDOWA/// 
enterprises 


Steelers - 82 Stallworth 
Steelers - 83 Lipps 
Browns - 19 Kosar 
Browns - 34 Mack 
Browns - 82 Newsome 
Browns - 7 Esiason 
Bengals - 30 Woods 
Chigts - 35 Okoye 
Oilers - 1 Moon 
Raiders - 25 Biletnixot 
Raiders - 32 Allen 
Raiders - 34 Jackson 
Raiders - 75 Long 
Seahawks - 28 Warner 
Seahawks - 80 Largent 
Broncos - 7 Elway 
Dolphins - 13 Marino 
Lions - 20 Sanders Dolphins - 83 Clayton 
Patriots - 56 Tippett Bucs - 14 Testaverde 
Colts - 29 Dickerson Steelers - 58 Lambert 
We also offer a complete line of college jerseys. We do offer names sewn onto back of 
Jersey at an addition cost of $20.00, and any number for an additional cost of $15.00. No 
refunds on special lettered or ordered tems. 


Redskins - 23 Bryant 
Redskins - B1 Monk 
Cowboys - 8 Aikman 
Cowboys - 40 Bates 
Cowboys - 54 White 
Packers - 7 Majkowski 
Cardinals - 81 Green 

~ 12 Cunningham 

~ 82 Quick 

+ 88 Jackson 

~ 92 White 

+11 Simms 

+ 20 Morris 

- 56 Taylor 

- 89 Bavaro 
Bills - 12 Kelly 
Bills - 55 Bennett 


Bears - 34 Payton 
Bears - 35 Anderson 
Bears - 50 Singletary 
Bears - 95 Dent 

49ers - 16 Montana 
49ers - 33 Craig 

49ers - 42 Lott 

49ers - 80 Rice 
Rams - 11 Everett 
Vikings - 9 Kramer 
Vikings - 81 Carter 
Vikings - 34 Walker 
Saints - 36 Mayes 
Saints - 3 Herbert 

Jets - 7 O'Brien 

Jets - 88 Toon 
Chargers - 14 Fouts 
Chargers - 80 Winslow 
Steelers - 12 Bradshaw 


NFL TEAM 


HELMET PHONE 
Areal conversation piece for the dehard 
NFL fan. An authentic Ridde! Helmet that is 
fitted with an ITT Trendine telephone that 
fits a standard modular jack, «This is the 
same phone used by the NFL teams in the 
Pro Dratt. tt is mounted on a 9° x 12° solid 
ak base. Available in either touchtone or 
re dial. (Please specity when ordering) 
ANNFL teams available, $386. price. 


WALL PHONE 
All new NFL push-button wall 
phone. All teams available. 


$69.95 ea. 


Phone order service for 
MIC, Visa, AVE 


1-800-3LOGO-89 
LOLA 


SPORTS 
ENTERPRISES. inc. 


P.O. Box 103 SNPF 
Titusville, NJ 08560 


Total Merchandise Amt. 
N.J. Sales Tax 6% 


Canadian Orders Add 20% 
Delivery Charge 


TOTAL AMOUNT’ $ 


SEND $3 00 FOR FULL COLOR 44 pg SPORTS CATALOG 
INCLUDES NFL, NBA, MLBB, NHL, COLLIGE AND MUCH MORE 


Name 

Address 
City 
Phone 


State Zip 


For orders, inquires and 
Customer Service call 
1-609-530-0747 


Fax# 1-609-882-7364 


Check © Money Order CO Visa © MasterCard 


cade COCO) 
Exp, Date CD-fD Signature 


Payment 
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San Francisco State game when Okoye 
rushed for 108 yards against Redlands. He 
gained 169 yards the next week against 
UC Santa Barbara and later had a pair of 
89-yard games. ; 

After his rookie season, 100-yard games 


: 


TV announcers like to call Christian the “Nigerian Nightmare,” but the 
name his parents gave him is a better reflection of his personality. 
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BRUCE L. SCHWARTZMAN 


became the norm for Okoye, who failed to 
reach triple digits only twice more as a 
collegian. Okoye was an All-America in 
both 1985 and 1986, his last two seasons of 
eligibility. He led the NAIA in rushing as a 
senior with 1,680 yards in only nine 
games. He had five 200-yard games, a 7.1- 
yard average and 21 touchdowns. 

Okoye was a last-minute addition to the 
1987 Senior Bowl, where pro scouts were 
curious to see how he would perform 
against major-college competition for the 
first time in his football career. They 
found out as Okoye set a game record 
with four touchdown runs and was named 
the victorious South team’s offensive play- 
er of the game. 

Many NFL teams were interested in 
this huge, unpolished running back, but 
only the Chiefs traded up to nab him in 
the second round of the 1987 draft. They 
acknowledged that Okoye, with only three 
years of football experience, was a 
project. He would need time to develop. 
But they saw his potential, and besides, 
they saw Temple’s Paul Palmer, their 
first-round draft pick and the NCAA's Di- 
vision I-A rushing leader in 1986, as the 
immediate solution to their woeful run- 
ning game. 

Palmer was polished. He was NFL cali- 
ber. He would be the back who figured to 
carry the load in 1987, But on opening day 
against the San Diego Chargers, Okoye 
was in the backfield and Palmer was not. 
Okoye waltzed through the Chargers as if 
they were Whittier College, rushing for 
105 yards and becoming the first Kansas 
City rookie ever to post a 100-yard rushing 
day in his NFL debut. He wound up with a 
team-high 660 yards and was selected to 
the NFL all-rookie team. 

Okoye had played with a painful shoul- 
der most of that year, and injuries slowed 
him even more in 1988. He broke his 
thumb in the preseason opener and did 
not return until the fifth game of the regu- 
lar season. He later missed a game witha 
back injury and two more with a broken 
hand. He did lead the Chiefs again in rush- 
ing, but with only 473 yards. 

After that 4-11-1 season, the Chiefs re- 
placed Frank Gansz with Marty Schotten- 
heimer, an advocate of old-fashioned 
power football. He ran the ball as coach of 
the Cleveland Browns and he was going to 
run the ball as coach of the Chiefs. But he 
couldn’t do it without Okoye. 


Schottenheimer was familiar with 
Okoye's size and strength, but he also had 
heard the knocks on his fullback—that he 
was injury-prone and lacked natural run- 
ning instincts. Eager to pass judgment for 
himself, Schottenheimer queued up the 
videotapes. 

“After watching him on film, I felt 
Christian was going to be a factor for us in 
1989,” Schottenheimer said. “I called him 
in, sat down with him and asked him what 
his expectations were, what he wanted to 
do, what he saw as his contribution to this 
football team. He told me he wanted to be 
a winning player and he talked about 
going to the Pro Bowl. Then I told him my 
feelings. I said: ‘Christian, you can make a 
difference. We need you to perform well 


for us to win." 

“T didn’t sit down and explain to him my 
philosophy of offense. I didn’t say, ‘The 
fullback is going to get the ball 20-25 times 
a game.’ I was speaking to him in general 
terms. I was trying to get him to reach 
out: ‘Hey, look, here’s where we're trying 
to go (holding his hand above his head), 
not here (lowering his hand to eye 
level).’” 

Okoye reached out—and exceeded al- 
most everyone’s expectations. Though he 
did miss one game with a thigh bruise and 
most of another with a pinched nerve in 
his neck, he carried the ball a club-record 
370 times, more than any other NFL play- 
er in 1989. He rushed for 100 yards or 
more eight times, tops in the league, and 
also had 98-yard and 95-yard days. He 
rushed for more yards (1,480) and more 
touchdowns (12) than in his first two sea- 
sons combined. He broke or tied seven 
Chiefs records, including season rushing 
yardage and most rushing attempts in a 
game (38), as Kansas City went 8-7-1 and 
just missed out on a wild-card playoff spot. 
And his league rushing title was the fran- 
chise’s first since Abner Haynes of the 
Dallas Texans led the fledgling American 
Football League in rushing in 1960. 


“IT kind of knew if I was given the 
chance to use my talent and my abilities, 
I'd probably do well,” said Okoye, a start- 
er in his first Pro Bow! appearance last 
winter. “But I hadn’t been given the 
chance my first two years. Last year my 
opportunity came.” 

Okoye’s self-confidence should not be 
confused with boastfulness. He is modest, 
polite and soft-spoken. TV announcers 
like to call him the “Nigerian Night- 
mare,” but the name his parents gave him 
is a better reflection of his personality. A 
devout Christian, Okoye even turns the 
other cheek when opponents curse at him 
in the heat of battle. Cynics might label 
him a phony, but if there is anything insin- 
cere about him, it has yet to be detected. 

“Christian is very humble and very low- 
key,” said Bruce Arians, Kansas City’s 
running backs coach. “He’s not interested 
in all the money in the world. That’s not a 
facade. Some people ask me: ‘What kind 
of game is he playing? What kind of 
image is he trying to project?’ But I say: 
‘That’s the true guy. That’s Christian.’ I 
don’t think he’ll ever change. His values 
are too important to him.” 

Okoye is popular with his teammates, 
who also can’t help but like what he does 
on the football field. And they see no rea- 
son why he won't keep doing it, even 
though in August he’ll turn 29—an age at 
which many NFL running backs are 
winding down their careers. But thanks to 
his late start, Okoye’s body hasn’t ab- 
sorbed as much punishment as other 
backs his age. He may be just warming 
up. 

“I’m not trying to read his mind, but I 
don’t think Christian ever envisioned him- 
self as being capable of leading the NFL 
in rushing,” Chiefs tackle Irv Eatman 
said. “That’s the measuring stick of a 
great back. Can he lead the league? How 
many 100-yard games did he have? Now 


that he’s done all that, knowing Christian, 
it’s going to be a driving force for him. He 
knows what he’s capable of now. He’s a 
humble guy, but he’s a competitive guy. 
Right now he is the best back in the NFL, 
and I think he wants to stay there.” 

That's all Okoye ever wanted to be—the 
best. And to think, it’s happening in a 
sport he picked up only as a form of con- 
solation after seeing his Olympic dream 
shattered six years ago. 

“If Christian had gotten into the Olym- 
pics, he would never have been a profes- 
sional football player,” Franson said. 
“He'd never have played football. He'd 
probably be the best in the world in the 
discus, or close to it. 

“He's one in a zillion. I don’t think God’s 
ever made another one like him. I don’t 
know that there’s ever been another NFL 
back with his combination of speed, size 
and strength in the history of the game. 
One time in the NFL there’s going to be a 
guy like this come through; he’s here now 
and the Chiefs have him. That’s exciting.” 

Even more exciting, at least for the 
Chiefs, is the untapped potential they still 
see in their hulking fullback. Okoye 
showed his immense power in 1989, but 
not his speed. Of his 370 carries last sea- 
son, only 26 went for 10 or more yards. Big 
plays were not his forte—but the Chiefs 
think they can be. 

“Christian has to be more aware of 
what's going on in the open field,” said 
Joe Pendry, Kansas City’s offensive coor- 
dinator. “He has to be aware of the pur- 
suit angles of the secondary. We're going 
to get him more reps (in training camp) 
so when he gets through the line of scrim- 
mage he’s got a feel for where those guys 
are coming from. That all comes with ex- 
perience.” 

The Chiefs also would like Okoye to be- 
come more involved in the passing game. 
He was a non-factor there last season, 
catching only two balls for 12 yards. Pass- 
ing the ball to Okoye not only would add a 
new dimension to the Kansas City offense, 
but also would give him an opportunity to 
carry the ball without having to bust 
through the line of scrimmage first. 

“We'd like to get him the ball outside of 
traffic, dump it to him and let him be a 
runner out there without having to take 
the pounding up inside all the time,” 
Pendry said. “When the defense has 
dropped back into coverage, people are 
10 yards away from him. That’s what we 
need—to get him the ball out there. If he 
feels confident catching the football and 
we feel confident throwing to him, we'll 
take that step.” 

If Okoye can develop his open-field run- 
ning skills and carve a niche for himself 
in the passing game, the Chiefs think his 
1989 season can be the starting point—not 
the high point—of his career. 

“Christian can get about 25 percent bet- 
ter,” Arians said. “He can improve so 
much as a receiver, as a blocker. If he can 
stay healthy and play in all 16 games, I 
can see him gaining close to 2,000 yards— 
if he learns to make some long runs. If he 
had the long runs last year, he might have 
had 2,000 yards.” 
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above the left knee and meandering 

here and there before coming to a 
halt high on the shin. For Leslie O’Neal, 
the San Diego Chargers’ Pro Bowl line- 
backer, the scar remains an inch-by-jag- 
ged-inch reminder of seven surgical pro- 
cedures and 22 months of pain and 
wonder. 

“I didn’t want to be crippled the rest of 
my life,” O’Neal recalled. “Ever since I 
can remember, my father was on 
crutches or in a wheelchair. He was in- 
jured in a truck accident, and as he walks 
around on crutches, I can see the pain in 
him, and I didn’t want to be like that.” 

But there was a time when O'Neal was 
haunted by that very fear. Would he ever 
walk normally again? O'Neal didn’t know. 
And what about playing football? Was his 
career over? No one could say for sure— 
not after what happened to him on No- 
vember 30, 1986. 

During the 13th game of his rookie Na- 
tional Football League season, O’Neal 
shattered his left knee in a collision with 
teammate Woodrow Lowe. His perfor- 
mance that season had been so remark- 
able—he finished fifth in the American 
Football Conference with 1214 sacks and 
was leading the Chargers in tackles when 
he went down—that the Associated Press 
named him the league’s defensive rookie 
of the year. But rookie honors were small 
consolation as O'Neal kept getting 
wheeled in for surgery on a painful, bloat- 
ed knee that refused to mend properly. 

“I'd be sitting there,” O’Neal said, “the 
knee huge and the skin stretched to the 
limit because of all the fluid in there, and I 
would tell myself: ‘It’s just big because of 
all the bandages. That's it, the bandages.’ 
Then the bandages would come off and I'd 


je a frightful scar, beginning just 
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be sitting there, and the scar’s real long, 
and it’s sticking out because my knee’s so 
swollen, and man, it was ugly. And I would 
be saying to myself: ‘I'm not thinking foot- 
ball now; I just want to get to the point in 
my daily life where I can run without a 
limp. Hey, just walk without crutches.’ ” 

Quarterbacks who faced the Chargers 
last season would find it hard to believe 
that O’Neal ever harbored such thoughts. 
In 1989, his first full NFL season after 
being sidelined for almost two years, he 
finished third in the AFC with 124 sacks 
for 101 yards in losses. He also forced two 
fumbles and recovered a pair, ranked sec- 
ond on the team with 96 tackles and was 
rewarded with his first trip to the Pro 
Bowl. And all this while playing a new po- 
sition, outside linebacker, after being 
switched from defensive end. 

O'Neal made believers out of a lot of 
people who thought he’d never be the 
same player after tearing up his knee. 
Some even figured his football-playing 
days were over. 

“There were people that came into the 
organization that didn’t know Leslie, and 
when they saw his knee, they questioned 
the sanity in thinking he was ever going 
to play again,” said Gunther Cunningham, 
San Diego's defensive line coach. “None 
of those people, though, knew the man.... 

“If you get one of these kind of guys to 
coach in a lifetime, it’s something special. 
I was fortunate enough to get one in the 
first 10 years of (pro) coaching.” 

Cunningham was in his second year in 
San Diego when the Chargers traded up to 
select O’Neal, a consensus All-America 
defensive tackle from Oklahoma State, 
with the eighth pick in the 1986 draft. The 
6-foot-4, 259-pound native of Little Rock, 
Ark., immediately made an impression. In 
his NFL debut he was matched against 
Dan Marino's quick release and came up 
with 15 quarterback hits. While still 
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teething on defensive coordinator Ron 
Lynn’s changing schemes, O’Neal had a 
team-record five sacks in a game against 
Dallas. He was quickly establishing him- 
self as one of the game’s most feared pass 
rushers. 

“I believe he has the capability,” Lynn 
said at the time, “to become the most 
dominant defensive player in the National 
Football League.” 

But then in the 13th week of the season, 
while facing Indianapolis in the Hoosier 
Dome, O’Neal’s blossoming career was 
nipped in the bud. The play that led to his 
22-month layoff began with an Albert 
Bentley sweep around the left side. O’Neal 
missed a defensive call and the Colts 
caught the Chargers out of position as 
Bentley ran free into the secondary. 

“Our linebacker (Lowe) missed the 
tackle and swung around and hit me with 
his hip as I was about to plant,” O’Neal 
said. “It was just a perfect natural disas- 
ter." 

Just a week earlier, O'Neal had stopped 
wearing braces on his knees, which had 
been a source of concern even before he 
was drafted. He had sprained a ligament 
in his right knee at Oklahoma State, and 
O'Neal described both knees as “loose.” 
The Chargers were satisfied after ex- 
amining him that any problems he had 
were minor, but the Minnesota Vikings 
weren't so sure. They agreed to exchange 
first-round draft positions with the Char- 
gers, thus allowing San Diego to grab 
O’Neal, because they considered his 
knees too great of a risk. “He has two bad 
wheels,” Vikings General Manager Mike 
Lynn said at the time. 

After O’Neal went down, those com- 
ments sounded eerily prophetic. ‘““You 
start hearing things like, ‘Well, he was too 
small to play anyway’ and ‘His legs 
weren’t strong enough from the begin- 
ning,’ ” O’Neal said. 


Physicians said later that the condition 
of O’Neal’s knees had not contributed to 
his devastating injury. “But people were 
looking to justify what had gone wrong,” 
O’Neal said, “and they pointed to what the 
people in Minnesota had been saying.” 

Team physicians, who had engineered 
tight end Kellen Winslow’s comeback 
from a similar knee injury, immediately 
scheduled O'Neal for surgery. But O'Neal 
didn’t submit to the knife that quickly. 

“I got a call from my agent, Marvin De- 
moff,” he said, “and he asked me if I knew 
I could get a second opinion. He arranged 
for me to see Dr. Richard Steadman, the 
U.S. Ski Team doctor. When I went to see 
Steadman in Lake Tahoe, that alienated 
me from the organization.” 

It wasn’t just O’Neal visiting Steadman 
that upset the Chargers. It was letting 
Steadman take charge of his medical 
treatment. The Chargers believed that 
their physicians knew what was best for 
him, especially in the wake of Winslow’s 
successful return only a year after blow- 
ing out his knee. And as O’Neal’s recovery 
dragged on well beyond a year, they be- 
came increasingly annoyed that he was 
not going along with their program. Some 
even questioned his dedication to a quick 
return because his recovery was taking so 
much longer than Winslow’s. 

“And that pissed me off,” O'Neal said. 
“There were some people here who 
thought it was a concerted effort on my 
part to screw the organization. Everybody 
compared me to Kellen because he had 
anterior cruciate damage, but he didn’t 
have any bone damage. 

“Steadman cut a piece of my patella 
tendon, which goes over the kneecap, and 
used it to replace my anterior cruciate 
(ligament). He locked that down with 
three screws, cut and sewed some of the 
medial collateral ligament and then there 
was a lot of damage to the cartilage. Part 
of the tibia had chipped off, so what they 
did was drill holes into it to get the blood 
flowing and help it heal.” 

Unable to apply any weight to his 
mending knee, O’Neal spent six helpless 
months on crutches. 

“A lot of fast food, Sidney Sheldon 
novels and ‘Sanford and Son,’” O’Neal 
said. “I'd schedule my day around ‘San- 
ford and Son.’ Because of cable TV, I'd get 
it at 10:30, and then 4:30 and 8. I’ve seen 
them all. 

“I mean, I wasn’t sleeping. You ever try 
to sleep flat on your back—all night? You 
might start out that way, but people move. 

“I'd go shopping and I'd take one crutch 
and put it in the cart and use the other as 
I pushed the cart. The hardest part was 
getting everything into the house, but 
those plastic bags really help a guy on 
crutches,” 

O’Neal missed the entire 1987 season as 
he endured the arduous process of rehabi- 
litating his knee. He worked out in San 
Diego, but always according to Stead- 
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Leslie O’Neal was 13 games and 12% sacks into a remarkable rookie season 
in 1986 when he shattered his left knee in a collision with a teammate. 
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man’s schedule, not the Chargers’. He 
made numerous trips to Lake Tahoe for 
checkups with Steadman, both by plane 
and by car, depending on the status of his 
knee and his ability to book a flight in ad- 
vance. He made the trip to Northern Cali- 
fornia so often that he knows just how far 
he can push a tank of gas and just when to 
leave home to catch a flight. “I’ve got a 
lot of advantage miles built up,” he said. 

O’Neal estimates that in the last three 
years he has spent more than $40,000 for 
airfare, gas, hotel rooms and other ex- 
penses related to his trips to Lake Tahoe. 
He has never sought reimbursement from 
the club, and none has been offered, he 
said. 

Despite the fact that O’Neal chose not 
to heed the Chargers’ medical advice, his 
relationship with the club was not too 
strained at first. But when a year came 
and went with no end to his recuperation 
in sight, certain members of the organiza- 
tion—O’Neal won't name which ones— 
turned up the pressure on him to use their 
own doctors and follow their guidelines 
for recovery. Naturally, they felt better 
about monitoring his condition them- 
selves. But when O'Neal insisted on going 
his own way, there wasn’t much they 
could do about it. 

On the record, the Chargers never ex- 
pressed any objections to O’Neal’s treat- 
ment or rehabilitation. In fact, club offi- 
cials, as a matter of policy, generally had 
little to say about the matter. What few 
public comments they made about O’Neal 
indicated their support. But what O’Neal 
was hearing in private, he said, fell far 
short of support. It was just one more 
thing for him to worry about while trying 
to mend his knee. 

The first several months of 1988 provid- 
ed little encouragement for O’Neal and 
the Chargers. At times he could only won- 
der if—not when—he would play again. 
So, with fans and reporters pestering him 
for an estimated return date and the 
none-too-happy Chargers prodding him to 
work out under their watchful eyes, 
O'Neal found himself hiding in Lake 
Tahoe more and more. 

“When it got to the point when the 
Chargers would get on my nerves, I’d go 
to Tahoe and work out,” he said. “I’d just 
disappear. It was getting tough there for a 
while.” 

Especially the rumors about his future. 
“The heartlessness of the business starts 
to come out when you can’t walk, can’t 
play,” he said. “You start... to hear about 
the things they (the Chargers) might do— 
trade you, waive you or renegotiate you 
out of half of your contract because you're 
not playing.” 

Besides wanting to direct O’Neal’s reha- 
bilitation, the Chargers also wanted to pay 
him less until they were sure he could 
play. As long as they kept him on injured 
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In 1989, his first full season after being sidelined for almost two years, 


O’Neal earned a trip to the Pro Bowl for his grand comeback. 


reserve, however, they had to fulfill the 
terms of his $1.9 million, four-year con- 
tract. Their only alternatives were to put 
him on waivers, in which case another 
club could pick him up and wait out his 
recovery, or persuade him to renegotiate. 
That option might appeal to players who 
feared being released and going un- 
claimed on the waiver wire, but not 
O'Neal. 

“They wanted me to get my salary cut 
down to minimum, and whenever I would 
start playing again, it would go back up,” 
he said about discussions that took place 
before the '88 season. “For them to do it, I 
had to sign it, and that was stupid. Why 
would I take less money? ... 

“They were trying to cut their losses, 
and they knew I had a Lloyd’s of London 
insurance policy. They might have 
thought I was trying to milk them out of 
as many years as I could, not work out 
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really hard and cash in an insurance poli- 
cy down the road to make more money. 
... 1 felt I'd make more money getting my 
knee healthy and playing again than 
cashing in a $1 million insurance policy. I 
lost money, like a $50,000 roster bonus my 
second year for being on injured reserve 
instead of the 45-man roster, but all I had 
to do was get healthy and I'd make my 
money.” 

When the Chargers went into training 
camp in 1988 with O’Neal still not ready 
for action, they put more pressure on him 
to play by their rules. They sent him to 
the Los Angeles Rams’ team doctor, Rob- 
ert Kerlan, for a second opinion and de- 
manded that he work with a San Diego- 
based physical therapist. 

“Now he'll be under the guidance of our 
doctors and won't be running back and 
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forth to Lake Tahoe,” Chargers Owner 
Alex Spanos said at the time. “I’ve always 
believed we can take care of him a lot 
better than anyone else.” 

But on that same day, O’Neal an- 
nounced that nothing had changed. “It’s 
stupid to worry about whether I'll go to 
Lake Tahoe,” he said. “If something hap- 
pens to my knee, I go to Lake Tahoe.” 

Kerlan reassured the Chargers that 
O’Neal was progressing as well as could 
be expected, but a short time later, the 
player stopped working with the club-ap- 
pointed physical therapist. “They wanted 
me to keep seeing him, but they said they 
wouldn't pay for it anymore,” O’Neal said. 
“At this point I said: ‘Steadman’s calling 
the shots. Period.’ ” 

The ’88 season opened with O’Neal 
again on injured reserve and surrounded 
by question marks. But it was evident that 
his knee was improving, and talk of a re- 
turn that fall no longer seemed like wish- 
ful thinking. The Chargers wanted him 
back as soon as possible, of course, but 
O'Neal refused to push it. 

“I'd watched guys try and hobble out 
there and play and go through a lot of 
pain,” O’Neal said, “and that shows a lot 
of guts, and OK, let’s clap for those guys. 
But why go out there when you might not 
be ready and get hurt again?” 

Steadman and the club’s physicians fi- 
nally cleared O'Neal to play in October 
1988, almost two years after he was in- 
jured. He played in the Jast nine games, 
primarily as a reserve, and showed 
flashes of his rookie form while recording 
four sacks. But his knee still wasn’t com- 
pletely healed. Swelling and pain prohib- 
ited him from practicing before each 
game. 

“T played all that year without total ex- 
tension in my knee,” O’Neal said. “It was 
obvious I couldn’t straighten my leg, and 
when I look back at the films, it was stu- 
pid for me to be out there. But it helped 
put people at ease, and I guess it was 
something I had to do.” 

After that season, O’Neal underwent 
surgery to remove three screws from his 
knee. “And the leg got worse and they 
thought I might have degenerative arthri- 
tis in the joint,” O’Neal said. 

With his whole life revolving around his 
knee, O’Neal took to the golf course to 
relax. As it turned out, playing golf also 
provided ideal therapy for his knee. 

“IT was a terrible golfer,” he said, “but 
walking the courses, my knee would loos- 
en up and I could work out without it 
tightening up.” 

In the spring before the ’89 season, the 
Chargers still had doubts about O’Neal’s 
chances of a full recovery. Drafting 
eighth in the first round, they selected de- 
fensive end Burt Grossman of Pittsburgh. 
“I don’t think the organization felt like I 
could play,” O’Neal said, “so they got 
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O'Neal made believers out of a lot of people, Charger management includ- 


= 


ed, who thought he’d never be the same player after tearing up his knee. 


Burt.” 

Grossman proved that he could play. 
He started every game last season and 
made 10 sacks. But the big news was that 
O’Neal could play, too. It was almost as if 
he’d never been gone. 

The Chargers had expected to bring 
O'Neal along slowly, gradually increasing 
his playing time. They scheduled him for 
12 plays in the club’s preseason opener, 
but he hung in for 56. They couldn’t get 
O'Neal off the field. “I kept telling him to 
come out,” Cunningham said, ‘‘and he 
wouldn't.” 

And he kept playing ... and playing... 
and playing. In the first week of the regu- 
lar season he recorded a sack and eight 
tackles. Two weeks later he tallied 114 
sacks and 11 tackles. He later had 314 
sacks of Philadelphia’s Randall Cunning- 
ham, a tackle of the Raiders’ Bo Jackson 
for a six-yard loss on a key third-down 
play against Los Angeles and five tackles 
of the Colts’ Eric Dickerson behind the 
line of scrimmage. He started all 16 
games at outside linebacker, a position 
that included pass-coverage responsibil- 
ities, and wound up in the Pro Bowl. 

“This guy’s special,” Cunningham said. 
“When he got hurt it was the most devas- 
tating thing that ever happened to me in 
coaching. A lot of people scoffed at that, 
but they didn’t know what Leslie O’Neal 
was all about.” 

In making his grand comeback, which 
led to his winning the Ed Block NFL Me- 
morial Award as the Chargers’ most cou- 
rageous player, O’Neal reestablished him- 
self as one of the league’s most versatile 
and dominant defenders. “If my game is 
on, if I’m healthy,” he said, “then nobody 
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can beat me playing.” 

He expects to be even more dangerous 
in 1990. “Next year is the year I turn the 
corner,” said O'Neal, who did not wear a 
knee brace last fall. “I played well as a 
rookie, but I didn’t turn the corner be- 
cause I didn’t finish the season. I played 
well (last) season, but I had concerns 
about my knee, wasn’t as aggressive as I 
can be, and was playing a new position. I 
have no worries next year. Now I can 
play football.” 

Cunningham and defensive coordinator 
Lynn still marvel at what the 26-year-old 
defender has accomplished. 

“TI said, ‘They'd have to cut that leg (off) 
before I'd say he couldn’t play again,’” 
Cunningham said, ‘but you know, there 
were a lot of tough times and obstacles to 
overcome. And I’m sure there were a lot 
of hard moments for Leslie that we don’t 
even know about.” 

Said Lynn: “We felt all along if anybody 
could come back from that injury, this guy 
could, because he knows himself well. 
He’s an extremely strong-willed and 
strong-minded guy who can motivate him- 
self. 

“I’m telling you, this guy is a unique 
person—different from 99 percent of the 
people you'll talk to in this league. He 
doesn’t lack for confidence, and he under- 
stands the game and the games within the 
game.” 

But on a scarred knee, how good can 
O'Neal be? 

“He can be the Defensive Player of the 
Year,” Lynn said. “Now in order for that 
to happen, our team’s got to become bet- 
ter. But he can be the best defensive play- 
er in football.” 


SEAN HAFFEY/ALLSPORT USA 


ANATIC FAN T-SHIRT Get into the spirit with 
fun T-shirts. When ordering for the Raiders 
p be sure to specify “Legends” or “Real Men.” 
e be sure to specify real men or legends. 
ible for Raiders, Giants, 49ers, Saints, Vikings 
owns. Sizes: S, M, L, XL. 

)9 or 2 for $21.00 ORDER # 205-050 


TARTER NFL COACHES SHIRT LaCoste style knit 
shirt, 100% cotton. Features embroidered team 
on the left chest. ALL TEAMS AVAILABLE. Sizes: 
L, XL $25.99 ORDER # 213-230 


TWO TONE NFL FLEECE SWEATSHORT 
string, elastic waist band with team name and 
Sizes: S,M, L, XL.$19.99 ORDER # 206-100 


* STARTER NEW LETTERBACK QUILTED PARKA 
Fabulous new hooded jacket with quilted lining. 
Features: Front snaps, zipper and direct-embroidered 
team logo on left chest and team name on back. Sizes: 
S,M, L, XL. $99.99 ORDER # 202-500 


D. * NFL BOXER SHORTS 100% cotton boxers. Cut 
very large. Sizes: S, M, L, XL. 

$10.99 or 2 for $20.99 ORDER # 206-010 
% Available for RAIDERS, BEARS, BROWNS, 
BENGALS, COWBOYS, DOLPHINS, SEAHAWKS, 
SAINTS, BRONCOS, GIANTS, STEELERS, 49ERS, 
REDSKINS and VIKINGS. 


ADDITIONAL ORDER LINE 213-416-1141 


-290 NFL REPLICA LOGO JERSEY With official NFL team design. 50/50 
Cotton. All teams available, Sizes: S, M, L, XL. $19.99 or 2 for $35.99. 


-180 NFL WHITE COTTON TWILL HAT With direct embroidered team 
}. All teams available. $11.99 or 2 for $20.00. 


C. NFL REPLICA HELMET by Riddell. ALL TEAMS 
AVAILABLE, Great gift or trophy for game room or of- 
fice. NOTE: These are not to be used for competitive 
play. No attempt has been made to properly fit the hel- 
met. User may incur serious injury with misuse. 

$64.99 ORDER # 210-210 


THESE ARE 
PAGES FROM 
OUR FANTASTIC 
CATALOG! 


D. % PRACTICE MESH SHIMMEL JERSEY Made of 
100% nylon porthole mesh. Waist-length and over the 
pad cut, Pre screen-printed with team name and num- 


ber. Sizes M or XL only. 
$15.99 ORDER # 203-500 


* Available for RAIDERS, BEARS, BROWNS, 
BENGALS, COWBOYS, DOLPHINS, SEAHAWKS, 
SAINTS, BRONCOS, GIANTS, STEELERS, 49ERS 
REDSKINS and VIKINGS. 


#204-620 NFL WOOL HAT DIRECT EMBROIDERED CIRCLE LOGO FRONT All 
teams available. One size fits all, $13.99 or 2 for $25.00, 


#202-020 THE STARTER NFL JACKET Made of "Starter Satin Twill" 100% stretch 
nylon knit collar, cuffs and waistband with teams stripes and symbols featuring 
Starler's exclusive Swiss embroidered lettering. Fully lined and machine wash- 
able. All NFL teams available. Sizes: S, M, L, XL. $84.99*. Raiders available XXL, 
please add $25.00. *49ers available in letterback only, please add $30.00. 


Tork 


Mail to: 140 OREGON ST., DEPT 6ST, EL SEGUNDO, CA 90245 


For fast service when ordering with ao credit card CALL 
1-800-352-2538. In California & Canada CALL 1-800-776-2559 
Send $1,00 for our NEW full color catalog. CATALOG SENT FREE WITH 


ANY ORDER. 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY/STATE ZIP. 

O CHECK C) MONEY ORDER C) CREDIT CARD # 
SIGNATURE 

QTY. ITEM # SIZE 


TEAM/DESCRIPTION 


SORRY, NO C.0.0.'s U.S. CURRENCY ONLY 
NOTE: Please add shipping and handling 
charges. Orders less than $30.00 add $4.00. 
Orders between $30.00 and $50.00 add $5.00. 
Orders between $50.00 and $100.00 add 
$6.00. Include 95¢ for insurance. 


Canadian orders, please double the shipping and 
handling charges. Europe, Asia and Australia 
triple shipping and handling charges, 


IN CA, 6.5% TAX 


SHIPPING & HANDLING 
TOTAL ENCLOSED 


* Check or money order must be 
drawn on U.S. banks. 


PHONE 


CARD EXP. DATE 


PRICE EA. ‘TOTAL 


INSURANCE 
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NFL Films covers and captures 
pro football like nobody else 


By PHIL ANASTASIA 
Camden Courier-Post 


company with a new way of looking at 
professional football. Not everybody 
appreciated its progressive approach. 
Heading the list of unimpressed observ- 
ers was one George Halas, patriarch of 
the Chicago Bears and one of the National 
Football League’s founders. The 70-year- 
old Halas, conservative and set in his 
ways, had little interest in this sappy, styl- 
ish presentation of his sport. 


I: 1965, NFL Films was a fledgling 


NFL Films has been a vital force in the 
league’s growth. 
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“We did a montage with Gale Sayers, 
Rudy Bukich, Dick Butkus and some of 
the other Bears,” said Steve Sabol, the 
current president of NFL Films. “We had 
Rudy Bukich throwing a pass in Wrigley 
Field (Chicago) and Mike Ditka catching 
a ball in the Coliseum (Los Angeles). 

“Well, George Halas hated it. He said: 
‘What is this? How can I show this to 
Kiwanis Clubs and Boy Scout groups?’ It 
was like pornography to him.” 

Halas was used to looking at football 
from familiar angles, in the same old way. 
This was different. This was daring. 

Close-ups? Slow motion? Classi- 
cal music? Was this football? Was 
this his rough-and-tumble, no-non- 
sense sport? 

Well, yes, kind of. This was pro 
football through the camera's eye 
at NFL Films. Soon, it would be- 
come pro football through the 
mind’s eye of millions of Ameri- 
cans. 

The game was changing, as 
was the world around it. Spurred 
by technological advances and 
the dawning of the television age, 
NFL Films helped push pro foot- 
ball into the future. 

“A little while later, Mr. Halas 
saw a film we did on the history of 
the Bears,” Sabol said. “It touched 
him so much that he suddenly 
realized what we could do in pre- 
serving the history of the game. 

“He coined a phrase then that 
I've used ever since. He called me 
up and said, ‘You guys are the 
keepers of the flame.’”’ 

Twenty-five years later, it’s 
clear that NFL Films has done far 
more than preserve and perpetu- 
ate the flame of pro football. The 
company seems to have shaped 
America’s sense of the sport. 
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Think of it. Think of a football slowly 
spiraling through the air. A shadow cross- 
ing the field. The sun squinting over the 
top of the stadium. 

Think of the locomotive breath of a 
lineman locked in a sub-freezing struggle. 
Of a tipped pass falling, falling, falling— 
just out of reach. Of bloody knuckles and 
crooked noses. 

Think of classical music in the back- 
ground and a rich voice setting scenes by 
describing “the ice-bucket chill of Green 
Bay, Wisconsin.” 

These images have become part of the 
popular culture. They are pro football, as 
pictured, packaged and promoted by NFL 
Films. 

“Our philosophy, right from the start, 
was to present professional football the 
way Hollywood presents fiction,’”’ Sabol 
said. “We wanted dramatic flair. We were 
never interested in the strategy. It was 
the struggle. 

“We wanted to show the snot flying, the 
sweat spraying, the muscles rippling, the 
passion of the game.” 

Said Val Pinchbeck, the NFL’s director 
of broadcasting: “The things they did, 
with super slow motion and footballs spin- 
ning through the air, was so new and ex- 
citing that they had a tremendous effect 
on the popularity of the sport. They were 
a vital force in the league’s growth.” 

It all began with Steve’s father, Ed 
Sabol, in 1962. Ed, the retired president of 
a Philadelphia clothing manufacturer 
who possessed a strong interest in both 
photography and sports, also had a good 


feel for business and a keen eye for oppor- 
tunity. 

The film rights for the 1961 NFL title 
game had been purchased for $2,500. Ed 
Sabol bid $5,000 for the 1962 game and got 
the contract. 

“I was bored,” said Sabol, now 75 years 
old. “I was a jock at heart and photogra- 
phy was my hobby. I used to shoot my son 
Steve’s 105-pound games at the Haverford 
(Pa.) School. 

“I thought, ‘Wouldn't it be great to take 
my hobby and my love of sports and com- 
bine them into a vocation?’ ” 

The standard procedure for filming 
football in those days was to use two cam- 
eras, one perched atop the pressbox high 
above the 50-yard line, the other in the 
end zone. For the 1962 title game in Yan- 
kee Stadium between the New York 
Giants and Green Bay Packers, Sabol 
hired six cameramen and stationed them 
around the field. One filmed entirely in 
slow motion. 

“I had some ideas,’”’ Ed Sabol said. 
“Most football films in those days were 
like coaching films. I wanted a film that 
was entertaining, not instructional. 

“It was freezing cold in Yankee Sta- 
dium. The film froze. The cameramen’s 
fingers froze. Somehow, we edited it to- 
gether and came up with something.” 

Sabol called his film “Pro Football’s 
Longest Day” after the famous military 
film feature. Pete Rozelle, the young NFL 
commissioner, told him it was the best 
football film he had ever seen. 
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Steve Sabol is the creative force behind NFL Films. 


Sabol filmed the 1963 title game, too. In 
1964, he made Rozelle a historic proposal: 
The NFL owners would buy out his com- 
pany, then called Blair Motion Pictures, 
and in return he would provide a film of 
the championship game, as well as sepa- 
rate highlight films for each team. 

The cost was $20,000 for each of the 
league’s 14 teams, a one-time payment of 
$280,000. Rozelle, who was desperate to 
improve the national exposure and image 
of his sport, convinced the owners of the 
proposal’s potential—and NFL Films was 
born. 

The league still owns the company. 
NFL Films employees are paid by the 
league, which subsidizes the company’s 
budget of between $17 and $20 million, 
and pays royalties to the 28 teams. 

“Dad was a great salesman,” Steve 
Sabol said. ‘“‘He sold the NFL owners on a 
new idea.” 

Ed Sabol also was a great businessman. 
Steve would become the creative force 
behind the company. 

Steve was an art history major at Colo- 
rado College when his father asked him to 
join the company. He also was a running 
back on the football team. And he was a 
movie buff. 

“Dad called me up and said, ‘All you’ve 
done your whole life is play football and 
watch movies—you’re uniquely quali- 
fied,’ Steve Sabol said. “I was a movie 
fanatic. In college, I would go to two or 
three movies a week. I was a student of all 
the directors.” 
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Steve Sabol, a man who quotes Cezanne 
and George Bernard Shaw, who differenti- 
ates between NFL Films and the TV show 
“60 Minutes” by comparing one to Renoir 
and the other to Goya, was determined to 
make football films with style. 

“It’s a very photogenic sport,” Steve 
Sabol said. “In baseball, a home run is a 
guy swinging a bat. All looks the same, 
unless it’s Babe Ruth. 

“But in football, every touchdown is dif- 
ferent, and you can look at every touch- 
down in so many different ways. Plus, 
football is outside, with color and vibran- 
cy and the changing of the seasons. It 
lends itself to what we wanted to do.” 

The Sabol style includes at least three 
perspectives on each game: one from the 
“tree,” a camera rooted in place above 
the 50-yard line; one from the “mole,” a 
mobile, hand-held camera on the sideline; 
and one from the “weasel,” a roving cam- 
era that concentrates on everything in 
and around the stadium—except the on- 
field action. 

“TI shot 17 Super Bowls and never saw a 
play,” said Steve Sabol, the “weasel” on 
those assignments. “I always shot the 
faces of the coaches, the way the sun 
came over the stadium, cleat marks in the 
mud, all these little details. 

“I remembered something that Ce- 
zanne, the French impressionist painter, 
had said. He said all great art is selected 
detail. 
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Finally, the Football Game You've Been Waiting For! 


PRO FOOTBALL FANTASM 
The ULTIMATE Football Simulation Game 


ARMCHAIR QUARTERBACKS & COUCH COACHES: Get out of your easy 
chairs and onto the sidelines, with the first football game worthy of being 
called a simulation. Pro Football Fantasm is the most complete and 
realistic boardgame available. Here is just a sampling of features: 


OFFENSE 

36 Offensive Plays, including several "gadget" plays. Each play can go to the right or to 
the left and to several different players. All legal formations may be set up. 
DEFENSE 

12 Basic Defenses, with options of playing zone, man-to-man, or a combo pass defense, 
stunting or a straight pass rush, and any alignment imaginable! 

SPECIAL TEAMS 

Normal, Onsides, & Squib Kicks; Normal & Coffin Corner Punts; Fake Kicks & Blocked Kicks. 


INTANGIBLES 
Fumbles, Interceptions, Penalties, Injuries, Wild Plays, Weather Effects, Turf Effects, & more! 


INDIVIDUAL PLAYER CARDS 


Each team comes with 36 individual player cards (that's over 1000 cards); Each player is rated on 
15 different abilities. Also included on each player's card is his age, height, weight, and his key 
statistics from the past season. These cards are the most complete scouting reports available! 


INDIVIDUAL PLAY CARDS 

The outcome of each play is a combination of the offensive play called, the defense 
chosen, a key offensive player (or team unit) and a key defensive player (or team unit). | 
Each play has an individual card, with a probabilistic distribution based on it's riskiness. | FF@ 


ACCESSORY ITEMS 
Team tendency charts, Strategy booklets, Quick play games, and League startup kits. 


Not Convinced? 
Then send for a FREE 
brochure with all the details 
on Pro Football Fantasm. 


For Orders & Brochure Requests: 
Call Toll Free 1-800-593-1236 
or Send in the Coupon at the Left 
* Visa & MasterCard Accepted 
* 30-day Money Back Guarantee 
+ Games Available in Mid-July 
* Orders Shipped within 24 hours via UPS 
* 2nd Day Air & Next Day Air Available 


Foreign Customers: 
Please Call 1-414-763-0100 


Also available at Game & Hobby Stores nationwide. 


Pro Football Fantasm_ c/o A.D.O. Distributing 
139 W. Chestnut St - SN, Burlington, WI 53105 


00 Please send me Pro Football Fantasm at $39.95 
plus $5 shipping & handling. (Wis. residents add 5%) 
Enclosedis my [] check [] money order. 


0) Please send me a free brochure. 
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“All these selected details, edited to- 
gether, are NFL Films, the signature of 
our style of film-making.” 

Sound became a big part of the NFL 
Films style, too. To this day, NFL Films 
has the exclusive rights to wire players 
and coaches with hidden microphones. 

“The first time we did it, we wired Joe 
Kuharich, the Eagles’ coach, for the 
(1966) Playoff Bowl in Miami,” Ed Sabol 
said. “It seemed like a good idea, but we 
didn’t know anything about frequencies or 
stuff like that. We not only picked up Ku- 
harich, we also got fishing boats and taxi 
dispatchers. So we were hearing, ‘Hey, the 
tuna are really biting,’ and ‘Pick up a cus- 
tomer at the Fountainbleau Hotel,’ as well 
as Kuharich saying, ‘Third-and-long, go 
deep.’” 

The Sabols chose Philadelphia news an- 
chorman John Facenda as the voice of 
NFL Films. Facenda, known inside and 
outside the company as the ‘Voice of 
God,” brought a rich, dramatic tone that 
served to heighten the reality of the films. 
Facenda died in 1985, and the company 
now spreads the work among other an- 
nouncers. 

Another key was the music. 

“Football is a very visceral sport, and 
music is the same way,” Steve Sabol said. 
“I wanted to use the work of the great 
classic composers of Hollywood in the '30s 
and ’40s. Music that hits you in the gut.” 

Besides their own personal tastes and 
ideas for making football films, the Sabols 
had another reason for developing their 
unique style. They were showing games 
whose outcome people already knew. 

“How many people would go see ‘Jaws’ 
or ‘Star Wars’ if they knew all the battle 
scenes, knew how they got the shark in 
the end?” Steve Sabol said. “What could 
we do? Well, we had to make it interest- 
ing with our interpretation, the music, the 
editing.” 

One thing that did not interest the 
Sabols was controversy. They bring a pos- 
itive slant to their work and promote the 
sport. They never pretended to be journal- 
ists. 

“I don’t want to do investigative reports 
on drug use or labor negotiations, and I 
wouldn’t even if we weren't owned by the 
NFL,” Steve Sabol said. “In the 18th Cen- 
tury, if you wanted a certain kind of paint- 
ing, you went to a certain kind of artist. If 
you wanted a beautiful picnic by the lake, 
you went to Renoir. If you wanted an exe- 
cution, you went to Goya. 

“I always felt we were a Renoir. We 
celebrate the game. If you want Goya, go 
to ‘60 Minutes.’ ” 

On a typical fall weekend, the camera 
crews from NFL Films will travel to 14 
sites and shoot nearly 100,000 feet of film. 
On Sunday night, footage from the games 
played that day will receive police escorts 
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to 13 airports. The film will arrive in the 
company’s Mount Laurel, N.J., headquar- 
ters by midnight. Editing crews will work 
through the night. 

During a typical week, NFL Films will 
produce six half-hour TV shows, including 
the popular “Inside the NFL” segment 
that appears on cable television’s Home 
Box Office. Other products include high- 
light packages for the networks, syndicat- 
ed specials, features on individual players, 
coaches or teams, the half-hour highlight 
film on each team and slick videos with 
titles such as “Playing with Fire” and 
“High Stakes Heroes” to be marketed and 
distributed by a company in California. 
Recently, NFL Films has entered into the 
world of music videos and commercials. 

Once a three-man operation in a tiny 
Philadelphia office, NFL Films now occu- 
pies an ultramodern 80,000-square-foot fa- 
cility on five acres in Mount Laurel. The 
company employs about 150 people. 

“I never dreamed it would grow like it 
did,” Ed Sabol said. “We were lucky. Peo- 
ple say, ‘You guys are geniuses.’ Well, we 
had some ideas, but we had a lot of luck 
and the timing was right.” 

Retired NBC director Harry Coyle, one 
of the most respected voices in the indus- 
try, disagrees with the “luck” notion. 
“They were ahead of their time,” he said. 
“They covered the sport like nobody else 
ever did, and they captured the impact of 
the sport.” 

Eric Mann, producer of “NFL Today,” 
says NFL Films does a dozen features a 
year for him. “They provide us with a dif- 
ferent look. The footage they come up 
with is amazing. It really captures the 
sport.” 
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NFL Films has received 40 Emmys, 
five ACE awards and three Television 
Movie Awards. Steve Sabol has won 11 
Emmys for his writing, directing, editing, 
producing and cinematography. 

The physical and spiritual heart of NFL 
Films is a huge room that Steve Sabol 
calls “the soul of professional football.” In 
about 40,000 cans, stacked in a room 22 
feet high, 40 feet wide and 80 feet deep, 
are the NFL’s archives, its complete his- 
tory on 16-millimeter film. 

Included is the footage of every play of 
every NFL game since 1948 and every 
title game since 1932, and lots more—in- 
cluding Thomas Edison’s film of an 1894 
game between Rutgers and Princeton, the 
fourth motion picture ever made. 

“We have more film on football than 
exists on any other subject besides World 
War II,” Steve Sabol said. 

The archives have been logged on a 
computer and cross-referenced. Every 
day, eight people continue to catalog and 


file away the game’s memory. In the ar- 


chives, Steve Sabol found the resources— 
and the inspiration—to produce the com- 
puter-enhanced “Dream Season,” the pop- 
ular 1989 ESPN series that pitted 
championship teams from the NFL’s last 
four decades. 

“It’s like the Vatican and Fort Knox,” 
Steve Sabol said. “And a wine cellar, too, 
because it keeps getting more valuable 
with age.” 

Steve Sabol, a man with a mind for 
moving pictures, has this idea for a still 
shot, a banner to hang in the vault. 

“JT want people to remember what 
we're all about,” he said. “I want it to say, 
‘The Keepers of the Flame.’ " 
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PRESENTING: 
“THE ULTIMATE MAGAZINE 


FOR 


SERIOUS FOOTBALL FANs!” 


— Darrel “Mouse” Davis 
offensive coordinator, Detroit Lions 


Only 

Publication 

Dedicated 

Exclusively 

to the Teams 

of the NFC West 

“Team Magazine for the 49ers, Falcons, Rams & Saints” 


Only 

Publication 
Dedicated 
Exclusively 

to the Teams 

of the NFC Central 


“Team Magazine for the Bears, Buccaneers, Lions, Packers & Vikings” 


68 Pages of Pictures, Stats, Game Plans, Game Stories, Scouting Reports, Depth Charts, Lines 


Next day electronic delivery via our national computer network* 
Next day FAX delivery of your favorite game story* 
Recorded 900-Numbers Updated 3 times weekly — Final Scores, Current Lines, Team Updates* 


*Now available at additional charge. See coupon for details. 


[| YES ] _!\dilike to sign up for the next 22 issues and automatically be 
a __ registered to win a trip for two to the Pro Bowl in Hawaii. 

i= NFC Central Edition Please indicate the magazine 
Ss NFC West Edition you are subscribing to. 
() Payment Enclosed ) Bill Me Later 

Charge My Credit Card ] Visa (©) MasterCard 
Creditcardnumber Expiration date 
Name 
Address 
City _ 
State _ 


Please, cut on dott 
Card and B 
er by telephone, 
Jan. 1, 1991 
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1-800-848-4129 


call toll-free for credit card and bill-me orders only 


PLEASE check the type of subscription you are ordering: 


@ 1-year, 22 issues: $26.95 ($36.95 below single issue price), $24.95 
for mail orders accompanied by a personal check or money order. 


Mi FAX Next Day Delivery of one game story plus delivery of the next 
22 issues: $99.99 


My FAX number is: 
Game story to be FAXed: (Team) 
@ | have acomputer and modem and would like to receive 


information about your next day computer delivery and subscriber 
bulletin boards. This service is available only to subscribers. 


All of the above subscriptions authorize our subscribers to use our 
convenient “900” numbers. Updated 3 times weekly, you can 
receive current team reports, final scores and current spreads and 
lines. You will be charged $1.00 for 1st minute and $1.00 per 
additional minute on your phone bill. 
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Can anyone 
bring the 49ers 
down to earth? 


By FRANK COONEY 
San Francisco Examiner 


he pertinent question isn’t whether 
fi the San Francisco 49ers can contin- 
ue their dominance of the National 
Football League for another decade. It’s 
where they'll decide to celebrate their 
championships after they win a ring for 
the thumb and then move on to the other 
hand. 

After winning the last two NFL cham- 
pionships, the 49ers received their Super 
Bowl rings during team parties in Youngs- 
town, O., and then Hawaii. Where will 
Owner Eddie DeBartolo Jr. schedule his 
next bash? Well, there apparently is no 
truth to stories that DeBartolo was inquir- 
ing about the price of leasing space shut- 
tles. Word is that he laughed when asked 
about such rumors and said that no, he’d 
buy the spacecraft instead. 

A celestial celebration would be appro- 
priate for a team that has left its competi- 
tion sniffing fumes as it rockets toward a 
new NFL frontier—namely, three consec- 
utive Super Bowl titles and five overall. 
But the rest of the National Football Con- 
ference won't be content to just smile and 
wave while the 49ers fly by. Such teams as 
the Vikings, Giants, Rams, Bears and Red- 
skins will be doing everything they can to 
bring the 49ers down to earth. 

Don’t expect the 49ers to sweep all the 
1990 awards, either. Even if they do cap- 
ture all the major honors, there are plenty 
of lesser-known distinctions that are 
bound to wind up in locations other than 
San Francisco. Here is a look at what to 
expect in the NFC this fall: 

Player of the Year: Joe Montana, 49ers. 
If four Super Bowl rings, six Pro Bowl in- 
vitations and status as the reigning NFL 
Player of the Year aren’t enough to make 
the league’s top quarterback the presea- 
son favorite, nothing is. 

Coach of the Year: George Seifert, 
49ers. Green Bay’s Lindy Infante won this 
award last year after the Packers im- 
proved from 4-12 in 1988 to 10-6. Infante 
did a great job, but with all due respect, 
the goal is to reach the Super Bowl. And in 
1989, the 49ers’ rookie coach stepped into 
the void left by West Coast legend Bill 
Walsh and San Francisco won a second 
consecutive Super Bowl. Seifert should 
have been Coach of the Year last season, 


Continued 


Scouting the NFC 


San Francisco’s George Seifert should be Coach of the Year if the 
49ers make it three championships in a row. 


| 7 TSN’s PREDICTIONS 
NFC EAST 7¥) 


1. Washington: Fine '89 finish and explosive offense bode well for Redskins. 

2. N.Y. Giants: If Phil Simms stays healthy and offense opens up, Giants will be tough. 
3. Philadelphia: Lack of a running game will foil Eagles’ Super Bow! aspirations. 

4. Phoenix: Age at wide receiver and quarterback question too much to overcome. 

5. Dallas: Improvement is inevitable, but this is a tough division. 


NFC CENTRAL 


1. Minnesota: Only way this can happen is if key players are signed and team concept returns. 
2. Chicago: Bears will challenge if key defensive questions are answered. 

3. Green Bay: Will Packers win those close games again? Not enough of them to win title. 

4. Detroit: Lions will continue to improve as division itself improves. 

5. Tampa Bay: Some say this is do-or-die year for Ray Perkins, but offense needs balance. 


NFC WEST 
1. L.A. Rams: Development of Jim Everett finally places Rams ahead of San Francisco. 
2. San Francisco: The 49ers have to lose a division title sometime. Don’t they? 

3. Atlanta: Change in attitude will quickly be evident under Glanville. 

4. New Orleans: Tough defense remains, but quarterback question persists. 
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and he should be again this year if the 
49ers make it three in a row. 


Rookie of the Year: Keith McCants, 
Buccaneers, Before the draft, McCants 
was the likely No. 1 pick until a bad work- 
out for scouts and newspaper accounts of 
various personal matters made him a 
huge question mark. But after reviewing 
the linebacker’s standout play the last 
time he suited up for Alabama, the Bucs 
decided that actions speak louder than 
words and made him the fourth pick of 
the first round. OK, he’s no Boy Scout. Nei- 
ther is Lawrence Taylor. But both are out- 
standing linebackers, and the Bucs cer- 
tainly can use one. 


Team most likely to beat up on any 
AFC opponent in Super Bowl XXV: 49ers. 
San Francisco is poised to make the word 
“three-peat” a part of NFL lingo. Minutes 
after Super Bowl XXIV, oddsmaker 
Danny Sheridan made the 49ers 5-2 favor- 
ites to make it back-to-back-to-back titles. 


Team least likely to repeat its 1989 
success: Packers. Six of Green Bay’s 10 
wins last season (and three of its six de- 
feats) were by three points or less. “The 
Pack is Back” optimism aside, many of 
those close games could go the other way 
this year. 


Team on the rise: Falcons/Cowboys 
(tie). With Ken Herock handling player 
personnel, the Falcons finally seem to be 
headed in the right direction. The Cow- 
boys could make 100 percent improve- 
ment if they go 2-14. 


Team least likely to make a blockbust- 
er trade: Vikings. Minnesota General 
Manager Mike Lynn will live in infamy 
for giving Dallas a confusing combination 
of too many draft picks and too many 
players for running back Herschel Walk- 
er. Not only did the Vikings give up too 
much, but they also didn't seem to know 
if, how or when to use Walker. 


The Next Joe Montana Award: Peter 
Tom Willis, Bears. In an annual exercise 
in futility, NFL draftniks try to project 
which rookie has what it takes to be the 
next (fill in the blank with your favorite 
past or future Hall of Famer). The whis- 
pers after this year’s draft were that the 
Bears stole The Next Joe Montana when 
they took Florida State’s Willis in the third 
round, Montana, you see, also was a skin- 
ny quarterback drafted in the third round. 


College Reunion Award: Cowboys. Dal- 
las Coach Jimmy Johnson, previously the 
Miami Hurricanes’ boss, traded last April 
to get defensive end Daniel Stubbs, who 
had been the 49ers’ second-round pick out 
of Miami in 1988. He then drafted Hurri- 
canes defensive tackle Jimmie Jones in 
the third round. All this while still wonder- 
ing what to do with Steve Walsh, the for- 
mer Miami quarterback Johnson misused 
a supplemental first-round pick to obtain 
in 1989. Hey, Hurricanes quarterback 
Craig Erickson will be eligible for the 
draft next spring. Why not? 


Most interesting quarterback contro- 
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Is Rodney Peete no longer a part of the Lions’ future plans? 


versy: Lions. Talented first-round pick 
Andre Ware appears to be a perfect fit for 
Detroit’s run-and-shoot offense. But then 
so did Rodney Peete when he was drafted 
out of Southern California last year, and 
Peete did start eight games for the Lions 
when he wasn’t sidelined by a knee injury. 
Going into training camp, though, quar- 
terbacks/receivers coach Mouse Davis in- 
sisted that well-traveled veteran Bob Gag- 
liano had the most experience and the No. 
1 spot. Don’t believe it, Detroit's latest 
Heisman Trophy-winning draft pick won't 
sit on the bench. 

Least interesting quarterback contro- 
versy: Saints, Unsigned incumbent Bobby 
Hebert has demanded a trade, leaving 
New Orleans with only John Fourcade 
and Dave Wilson as experienced veterans 
under contract. The Saints also drafted 
two quarterbacks—Maine’s Mike Buck in 
the sixth round and Nebraska’s Gerry 
Gdowski in the eighth. 

Forgotten quarterback controversy: 
49ers. Entering the '88 season, there was 
some debate about whether it was time 
for Steve Young to step in for the aging 
Montana. Two years and two Super Bowl 
championships later, Montana seems 
younger than Young, who thinks being a 
backup is getting old. 

John Madden Bubba of the Year 
Award: Nate Newton, Cowboys. Although 
CBS-TV’s Madden has shed half of his for- 
mer self, he still admires football’s big 
boys, who belong in a category he calls 
“Bubba.” That and Madden's affinity for 
offensive linemen made Newton a natural 
choice when the Dallas guard exploded 
into the 350-pound range over the winter. 
But Newton might not go for those Lite 
beers Madden pushes. He guzzles them 
too fast to care about their caloric con- 
tent. Asked how many he downed during 
a recent sitting, he said, “I'm not a guy 
who counts ‘em; I’m a guy who drinks 
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‘em.” Said Madden: “Spoken like a true 
Bubba.” 

Darth Vader Award: Falcons. New 
Coach Jerry Glanville issued black jer- 
seys to the Falcons for their 25th season, 
purportedly because that was the color 
they wore when the team was born. But 
many believe he wants the team's uni- 
forms to match his wardrobe. So far no 
word on whether the jerseys will be leath- 
er. 
Best Vacation Slides Award: 49ers. De- 
Bartolo made his players very happy— 
and other owners very mad—by going to 
Hawaii for a Super Bowl ring ceremony. 
All expenses were paid for each player 
and his spouse. “Hey, what’s the big 
deal?” DeBartolo said when asked if he 
was being too extravagant. “These guys 
won two straight Super Bowls and they 
deserve it. Anyway, nobody complained 
when I took them to my hometown of 
Youngstown for the ceremony last year. 
And that cost just as much.” No way. He 
didn’t have to spring for suntan lotion in 
Youngstown. 

Top Gerito! Consumer Award: Red- 
skins. Realizing that Earnest Byner, 
Gerald Riggs and injury-plagued Kelvin 
Bryant weren't holding up, the Redskins 
acquired 32-year-old James Wilder from 
Tampa Bay in Plan B. And where is John 
Riggins these days, anyway? C’mon, Rig, 
how about one more comeback? 

Enjoying the Fruits of Their Grand 
Larceny Award: Falcons. Atlanta sent the 
first overall pick in the 1990 draft to Indi- 
anapolis so the Colts could select Jeff 
George, a quarterback neither team real- 
ly needed. In return, the Falcons received 
two outstanding players—Pro Bowl tackle 
Chris Hinton and sensational second-year 
wide receiver Andre Rison—plus two 
draft picks, including a 1991 No. 1. No 
wonder the American Football Confer- 
ence has trouble winning Super Bowls. 
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If They Knew Then 
What They Know Now. 


Joe Montana was the 82nd selection in the 1979 NFL draft. Had teams known then he would now be the leading all- 
pect passer with four Super Bowl championships, he wouldn't have still been available at the end of the third 
round. 

Insight. Not hindsight. That's what Pro Football Weekly is all about. We focus on the future, not the past. Twenty- 
eight times a year — weekly during the season and monthly during the offseason — Pro Football Weekly delivers the 
Best Coverage in the NFL. Each issue contains detailed statistics, in-depth game previews, reliable handicapping 
information, investigative reporting, scouting reports, award-winning columnists and much more. 

Serious fans have relied on Pro Football Weekly's insight for the past 22 years. You should, too. And it’s never been 
easier than right now. With our introductory trial subscription for new readers, you can get 10 issues of Pro Football 
Weekly for just $15. You'll save 50 percent off the cover price. 

Just call 1-800-FOOTBALL and use your Visa, Mastercard or American Express card. Or just clip the coupon below 
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Cowboys are happy to put the ’80s behind them 


By TIM COWLISHAW 
Dallas Morning News 


he Dallas Cowboys played in half of 

the Super Bowls in the 1970s. They 

played in none in the 1980s. They 
could make it back in the ’90s—anything 
is possible—but few teams have ever been 
farther from Super Bowl contention than 
the Dallas club that went an embarrass- 
ing 1-15 in 1989. 

Shut out three times and winless at 
Texas Stadium, the '89 Cowboys were the 
joke of the National Football League. Why 
did deposed coach Tom Landry move to 
Texas Stadium? He wanted to get as far 
away from pro football as he could. Other 
popular jokes regarding new Owner Jerry 
Jones and Coach Jimmy Johnson were 
less kind. 

But a massive overhaul through Plan B 
free agency and the draft at least have 
improved the team’s mood as it enters a 
new decade, And besides, everyone knows 
they can’t get much worse. 

“IT don’t know how many great players 
we have,” Johnson said after his team’s 
May mini-camp. “I know we have a lot of 
good players. And we are going to have a 
fast football team.” 

Fast enough to contend for the National 
Football Conference Eastern Division 
title? Don’t count on it. For now, the Cow- 
boys would be pleased just to win a home 
game for the first time since September 


25, 1988. 
COACHING 


In 1989, Johnson became the first NFL 


Strengths: Quarter- 
back Troy Aikman, wide 


Defensive end Jim Jeffcoat was 
playing at Pro Bowl level in the 
last half of the 1989 season. 


coach ever to lose 15 games in one sea- 
son. The only other 1-15 team in league 
history was the 1980 New Orleans Saints, 
and coach Dick Nolan (now one of John- 


PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 


son's assistants) was fired 12 games into 
that season, 

How good a coach is Johnson? At Okla- 
homa State, he made the Cowboys re- 
spectable but not powerful. At Miami 
(Fla.), he inherited a great team and kept 
it there, which isn’t as easy as it seems. In 
Dallas, he uprooted a club that had sunk 
to the bottom of the NFL (3-13), That it 
dropped even lower last year didn't help 
fans forget that this was the man who re- 
placed the legendary Landry. 

Still, one NFL season is not enough on 
which to base a judgment of Johnson's 
coaching ability. Time will tell. But 1990 
should provide some insight because he 
will be more involved in the offense 
following quarterbacks coach Jerry 
Rhome’s move to Phoenix. 

As a group, Johnson’s staff is green. 
Only three aides have extensive NFL ex- 
perience, and six came with Johnson 


from Miami. 
OFFENSE 


QUARTERBACKS—Troy Aikman is the 
second-year starter at a position that is 
blessed with talent but very little experi- 
ence. 

Almost any team would love to have 
Aikman as its quarterback for the next 
decade. He ranked at the bottom of the 
list of qualifiers for the NFC passing 
championship, throwing for only 1,749 
yards while tossing twice as many inter- 
ceptions (18) as touchdown passes (nine), 
but that said more about the Cowboys 
than Aikman. He's strong and tough, 
which he'll have to be to survive the next 
two or three years in Dallas. 

Steve Walsh is the second-year backup 
—for now. He'll probably be dealt even- 
tually, but his trade value dropped after a 


receiver, team speed and OFFENSE 
a fifth-place schedule. The Wr Wright Irvin Dixon 
Cowboys won't go far in 1990, Lt a Zinnernian 
but with help from newcomers - 
Emmitt Smith, Alexander Wright, LG Stepnoski Newton 


rookie season in which he displayed a 
subpar arm. The Cowboys are hoping he'll 
raise his stock this fall. On the bright side, 
Walsh, who made five starts while Aik- 
man was nursing a broken finger, did lead 
the Cowboys to their only victory. 

In case of emergency, veteran Babe 
Laufenberg can take snaps. 

RUNNING BACKS—The Cowboys were 
the only NFL club without a 500-yard rush- 
er last year. Paul Palmer led the team 
with 446 yards but was left unprotected 
during the Plan B free-agent signing peri- 
od and moved on to Cincinnati. But Dallas 
has two candidates to get at least 500 
yards in No. | draft pick Emmitt Smith 
from Florida and Terrence Flagler, a for- 
mer No. | pick acquired from San Fran- 
cisco. 

The Cowboys traded up to get Smith, 
who left Florida after his junior season 
and will be given every chance to show 
whether he is “the Dorsett of the new 
era,” as Cowboy scouts called him on 
draft day. Johnson would like to use Smith 
and Flagler together in some sets, espe- 
cially passing situations because both are 


Terrence Flagler and Dennis McKin- c Slaton Stepnoski 
non, 4 repeat of last year’s 1-15 em- RG Ker G. Johnson 

barrassment Is unlikely. ii RT _Gogan Ss Widell 
Weaknesses: The pass rush is im- = 

proved but poor. The defense is faster 9 1& Novacek eis — Fah 

but still lacking in playmakers, The of- WR McKinnon Martin = Shepard 
fense is more interesting but unlikely to QB Aikman Walsh Laufenberg 
move the ball Lipa fee RB __E. Smith Flagler K. Jones 
Key to success: cowboys n to 

stay healthy, show some offensive = — — Age 

spark right off the bat and get consis- DEFENSE 

tent performances from defensive end Stubb Tolbert Noonan 
Daniel Stubbs and linebacker Jesse us s 

Solomon. Even then, Dallas will spell Hamel Broughton Carter 
success with a 6-10 record. J. Jones Spears Walen 
Sure sign of trouble: If Aikman is any- Jeffcoat Robinson 

thing short of spectacular, the Cow- Norton Howard 

boys will simply be overmatched Lockh: Del Rio 

against virtually every opponent. ockiar =a 

That’s a fact: Since the NFL-AFL Solomon V. Smith Cooks 
merger, only two teams have added R. Williams Holt 

the first player in the draft to their ros- Francis Smagala Hendrix 
ter and done worse than the year be- Albritton Gibson Bates 
fore. The '74 Cowboys did it after Washingt Horton 

drafting Ed Jones and the '89 Cowboys pedal ELL 

did it last year with Aikman. 

The head coach says: ‘'| think the big SPECIALISTS 

thing now is that we've got the kind of K Zendejas Saxon 

football team that we want. You won't P Saxon Zendejas 

see a lot of players coming in and out KR Dixon Flagler 

like last year when we were evaluating PR Shepard McKinnon 

players.” 


Shepard 


Continued 
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OR JUST 


Youngster or 


adult...we havea “ 
game for you! 


4-3, 3-4, nickel defense, or whatever, if 
that's your bag, Strat-O-Matic is for you. 
Yes, you can actually set up these and 
countless other defenses to battle pro 
football's varied offense formations 
including full house backfield, 4 wide 
receiver or 2 tight end alignments. Strat-O- 
Matic actually combines unbelievabie 
coaching strategy with the amazing talents 
of 1000 NFL football players who perform 
according to their actual abilities. Both the 
stars and second stringers from all 28 NFL 
teams will pass, run, kick and play defense 
for you 

Each player's strengths and 
weaknesses are measured in STRAT-O- 


USE OUR 


TOLL FREE NUMBER 


FOR Football Game Purchases with Visa or Master Cards 
— All orders (mail and phone) shipped within 72 hours. 


FOR List of store locations carrying Strat-O-Matic Games. 
FOR a FREE brochure on our Football Game. 


Toll free number is available (except 
January) 8:30 A.M.-4:00 P.M. EST, 
Monday to Friday in continental United 
States (excluding New York) and Puerto 
Rico. If you prefer, mail in coupon 
found at right, for retail listings and a 
free brochure. New York, please reply 
by mail orcall toll number 516-671-6566. 
Canada, Alaska, and Hawaii, please 
reply by mail. 


FANATICAL A 


FOOTBALL ‘'} 
INTERESTED... / 


2) 


a 


MATIC. For example, John Elway may 
have just an adequate pass completion 
percentage but he will most likely be 
among the most effective long passing 
quarterbacks. Greg Bell may not be an 
outside running threat, but few runners 
match his ability to pick up the “tough 
inside yardage." Many receivers are 
superior to J.T. Smith “in going deep for the 
bomb," but few equal his ability in catching 
medium and short passes. Detroit, led by a 
respectable front three will be difficult to 
run against but will struggle against the 
pass. Of course, Minnesota led by Chris 
Doleman and Keith Millard will be 
impossible to run against and the pass 
defense in one word ,., devastating. 


STRAT-O-MATIC IS 
2 GAMES IN ONE 


Coaching, individual player abilities and 
team concept are all blended into two 
electrifying creations - STRAT-O-MATIC 
ADVANCED AND SUPER ADVANCED 
FOOTBALL. BUT IF YOU PREFER A MUCH 
SIMPLER GAME WITH JUST PLAYER 
ABILITIES INVOLVED AND A MINIMAL 
AMOUNT OF STRATEGY - OUR BASIC 
VERSION IS FOR YOU. There is no need to 
purchase either version separately as all 
game parts and instructions for both 
versions are included in our famous 
football game. 


S00-645-3455 


SEND FOR FREE SAMPLE OFFER 


MAIL COUPON NOW 


Us STRAT- O-MATIC GAME CO., INC. 
46 Railroad Plaza, Glen Head, N.Y. 11545 


Send an exciting, colorful 9 x 12 Football brochure and a national listing of 
stores carrying Strat-O-Matic at no cost or obligation to me. 


Name 


Address 


City 


Dept. 4107 


State Zip 
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COACHES 


Head coach—Jimmy Johnson, 
Assistant coaches— 

Hubbard Alexander (receivers). 

Joe Avezzano (special teams). 

Joe Brodsky (running backs). 

Dave Campo (defensive assistant). 

Butch Davis (defensive line). 

Steve Hoffman (kickers/quality control), 
Alan Lowry (tight ends). 

Dick Nolan (defensive backs). 

Dave Shula (offensive coordinator /quarterbacks). 
Dave Wannstedt (defensive coordinator). 
Tony Wise (offensive line), 

Mike Woicik (strength and conditioning). 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


1989 regular-season record: 1-15 (5th in NFC 
East); 1-7 in division; 1-13 in conference; 0-8 at 
home; 1-7 on road. 

1989 playoff record: None. 

1989 team rankings: total offense, 14th in NFC/ 
27th in NFL; total defense, 10th/ 20th; rushing of- 
fense, 12th/24th; rushing defense, LOth/18th; 
passing offense, 14th/27th; passing defense, 8th/ 
20th; scoring offense, 14th/28th; scoring defense, 
12th/24th; takeaways, 14th/28th; giveaways, 
T1lth/T25th; turnover differential, 14th/28th; 
sacks, 14th/27th; sacks allowed, 3rd/6th, 
Johnson’s regular-season record: 1-15 in one 
season with Cowboys. 

Johnson’s postseason record: None. 

Team record last five years: 28-51 (.354, ranks 
25th in league in that span). 


MISCELLANEOUS DATA 


Stadium (capacity): Texas Stadium (65,024). 
Ticket information: Dallas Cowboys Ticket Of- 
fice, Cowboy Center, 1 Cowboys Parkway, Irving, 
TX 75063-4727; 800-877-8757. 

Radio information: Flagship station—KRLD, 
1080 AM. 

Training camp: St. Edward's University, Austin, 
Tex,; 512-448-8404. Opens for rookies July 18; 
opens for veterans July 22, 


1990 SCHEDULE 


9—San Diego 
. 16—New York Giants 
. 23—at Washington 
. 30—at New York Giants 
7—Tampa Bay 
14—at Phoenix 
21—at Tampa Bay 
28—Philadelphia 
4—at New York Jets 
11—San Francisco 
18—at Los Angeles Rams 
22—Washington ( Thur.) 
2—New Orleans 
9—Open date 
16—Phoenix 
23—at Philadelphia 
30—at Atlanta 


1989 RESULTS 


. 10—at New Orleans 
. 17—at Atlanta 
. 24—Washington 
1—N.Y. Giants 
8—at Green Bay 
15—San Francisco 
22—at Kansas City 
29—Phoenix 
5—at Washington 
12—at Phoenix 
19—Miami 
23—Philadelphia 
3—L.A, Rams 
10—at Philadelphia 
16—at N.Y. Giants 
24—Green Bay 


1989 LEADERS 


Scoring (kicking): Roger Ruzek, 29 pts, (14/15 
PATs, 5/11 FGs). 

Scoring (touchdowns): James Dixon, 18 pts. (2 
receiving, 1 kickoff return); Daryl Johnston, 18 pts. 
(3 ie Herschel Walker, 18 pts. (2 rushing, 
1 receiving). 

Passing: Troy Aikman, 1,749 yds. (293 att., 155 
comp., 52.9%, 9 TDs, 18 int.). 

Rushing: Paul Palmer, 446 yds. (4.0 avg., 2 TDs). 
Receptions: Kelvin Martin, 46 (644 yds., 14.0 
avg., 2 TDs). 

Pieionenare: Eugene Lockhart, 2 (14 yds., 0 


s). 
Tackles: Eugene Lockhart, 222 (154 solo, 68 as- 
sisted). 

Sacks: Jim Jeffcoat, 11,5, 

Punting: Mike Saxon, 40.9 avg. (79 punts, 3,233 
yds., 2 blocked). 

Punt returns: Derrick Shepard, 6.7 avg. (24 att., 
160 yds., 0 TDs). 

Kickoff returns: James Dixon, 25.1 avg. (47 att., 
1,181 yds., 1 TD). 


1989 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1990 roster only. 


Aikman 
Del Rio 


Holt 
Irvin. 
Jeffcoat _ 


Johnston 
_K. Jones 
Lockhart 
Martin 
McKinnon 
Novacek 
Sargent _ 
Shepard 
Walsh 


Zendejas 


+ kickoff return. 
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accomplished receivers. As a result, sec- 
ond-year fullback Daryl Johnston proba- 
bly will be the only true fullback who gets 
much playing time this year. 

Keith Jones, a Plan B signee from 
Cleveland, also figures into the picture, 
but most likely in a reserve role. 


RECEIVERS—The Cowboys were run- 
ning out of receivers last December, but 
they'll enter training camp with more 
than they can use. 

Recovering from major knee surgery 
are Kelvin Martin, last year’s leader with 
46 catches for 644 yards, and Michael 
Irvin. Their return would be a big plus for 
the passing game. 

Even without either one, Dallas could 
have a pretty talented group. Dennis 
McKinnon is looking for a fresh start after 
leaving Chicago, and Cowboys coaches 
loved what they saw of him in the spring. 
They're even more excited about Alexan- 
der Wright, the first wide receiver chosen 
in the 1990 draft. The Auburn star has le- 
gitimate 4,3-second speed over 40 yards 
and gives Aikman a weapon he didn’t 
have as a rookie. 

Returnees James Dixon and Derrick 
Shepard and Plan B acquisitions Rod Har- 
ris and Mike Williams provide plenty of 
depth. 

Dallas hasn’t gotten much production 
from the tight end spot in years. Jay No- 
vacek averaged 27 catches over the last 
three years in a reserve role for Phoenix. 
He'll get a starting job and much more 
action in Dallas. 


LINEMEN—Despite all that went wrong 
last season, the Cowboys allowed just 30 
sacks, sixth best in the league and the best 
performance by a Cowboy line since 1976. 
Run blocking was another matter, howev- 
er, so there will be changes up front. 

If his knees respond, Tony Slaton, who 
started 15 games at guard for the Rams 
before traveling the Plan B route to Dal- 
las, will start at center. Mark Stepnoski, 
who was impressive as a starting rookie 
center late last year, then could take over 
at left guard opposite the steady Crawford 
Ker. 

Mark Tuinei is sound at left tackle, 
where he protects Aikman’s blind side. 
It's more of a crapshoot on the right side, 
but Kevin Gogan has the inside track over 
Dave Widell. Nate Newton, a 16-game 
starter at guard last year, could be tried 
there if he gets in shape, but he may have 
finally eaten his way out of the lineup. 
Newton was tipping the scales at more 
than 340 pounds in the off-season. 


DEFENSE 


LINEMEN—In the last half of 1989, right 
end Jim Jeffcoat was playing at Pro Bowl 
level, registering 10 sacks in the last nine 
games and 11} for the year. He’s capable 
of putting together a great full season if 
he’s ever surrounded by enough talent. 

The Cowboys seem to be improving this 
situation, but some longshots will have to 
come in. Jeffcoat and left tackle Dean 
Hamel should retain their jobs, but the 
other two starters will be new ones. 

Third-year man Daniel Stubbs, who 
came to Dallas with Flagler in an April 


deal with the 49ers, will give the Cowboys 
more speed at left end. Stubbs played for 
Johnson at Miami, as did third-round draft 
pick Jimmie Jones, who will take over at 
right tackle. They should help make the 
line much better than it was a year ago, 
but that isn’t saying much. 

Hopes also are high for Plan B signees 
Anthony Spears from Houston and Ly- 
brant Robinson from Washington, who 
provide depth. Hopes aren't as high as 
they once were for Danny Noonan, a No. | 
pick in 1987 and a reserve end going into 
the ‘90 season. End Tony Tolbert should 
help in pass-rush situations. 


LINEBACKERS—The Cowboys didn't 
send any players to the 1990 Pro Bowl, but 
if they had, middle linebacker Eugene 
Lockhart would have been first in line. 
Freed from the flex defense, Lockhart ex- 
celled in the new attack and set a team 
record with a league-high 222 tackles. If 
he doesn't get as many this season, it may 
be because he has better help on the 
wings. 

Jesse Solomon and David Howard ar- 
rived in October in the Herschel Walker 
trade but never became more than part- 
timers. That should change for Solomon, a 
terrific player two years ago who seems 
to have made a full recovery from a knee 
injury. 

Ken Norton made great strides in his 
second pro season. He may be shifted to 
the strong side in order to get Solomon 
into the starting lineup. Howard, Jack Del 
Rio and several speedy youngsters then 
would provide depth. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS—Johnson wants 
more speed and less freethinking at cor- 
nerback, where inconsistent play and the 
release of veteran Everson Walls leave 
both spots open. Robert Williams, Ron 
Francis and Issiac Holt will try to fill the 
bill. 

The most consistent member of the sec- 
ondary last year was free safety Ray Hor- 
ton, but that doesn’t mean his job is safe. 
Johnson loves James Washington’s 4.5 
speed, and that’s why the Cowboys signed 
the former Ram during the Plan B period. 
If he doesn't start, he will play. 

Strong safety Vince Albritton also faces 
some Plan B competition from former 
Saint Antonio Gibson, but Albritton should 
hang onto his job. He makes mistakes, but 
he makes big hits, too. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


James Dixon ranked fifth in the league 
with a 25.l-yard average on kickoff re- 
turns in 1989. With Dixon on kicks and the 
fearless Shepard on punts, the Cowboys 
will have lots of chances for big plays be- 
tween possessions, 

Mike Saxon has become one of the 
league's most reliable punters, but Dallas 
is looking for someone to battle Luis Zen- 
dejas for the place-kicking job. Free-agent 
rookie Ken Willis of Kentucky will get a 
shot. Zendejas connect- 
ed on only six of 14 
field-goal attempts from 
beyond 39 yards for 
Philadelphia and Dallas 
last season. 


——~a 


1990 DALLAS COWBOYS ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS 
Aikman, Troy 
Laufenberg, Babe 
Walsh, Steve 
RUNNING BACKS 
Agee, Tommie 
Flagler, Terrence 
Johnston, Daryl (FB) 
Jones, Keith 
Sargent, Broderick (FB) 
Scott, Kevin 

Smith, Emmitt 
Smith, Tim 
Tautalatasi, Junior 
Williams, Mike 
Wright, Alexander 
RECEIVERS 

Dixon, James 
Folsom, Steve (TE) 
Harris, Rod 

Irvin, Michael 
Jennings, Keith (TE) 
Johnson, Steve (TE) 
Martin, Kelvin 
McKinnon, Dennis 
Novacek, Jay (TE) 
Shepard, Derrick 
Williams, Mike 
Wright, Alexander 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Cheek, Louis (T) 
Gogan, Kevin (T) 
Johnson, Greg (G) 
Ker, Crawford (G) 
Newton, Nate (G) 
Slaton, Tony (C/G) 
Stepnoski, Mark (C/G) 
Tuinei, Mark (T) 
Widell, Dave (T) 
Zimmerman, Jeff (G) 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Broughton, Willie (T) 
Carter, Jon (T) 
Hamel, Dean (T) 
Jeffcoat, Jim (E) 
Jones, Jimmie (T) 
Noonan, Danny 
Robinson, Lybrant (E) 
Stubbs, Daniel (E) 
Tolbert, Tony (E) 
Walen, Mark (T) 
Willis, Mitch 
LINEBACKERS 
Cooks, Terrence 
Crockett, Willis 

Del Rio, Jack 
Harper, Dave 
Howard, David 
Johnson, Walter 
Lockhart, Eugene 
Norton, Ken 
Shannon, Randy 
Smith, Vinson 
Solomon, Jesse 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Albritton, Vince (S) 
Ankrom, Scott 

Bates, Bill (S) 
Francis, Ron (CB) 
Gant, Kenneth (CB) 
Gibson, Antonio (S) 
Hendrix, Manny (CB) 
Holt, Issiac (CB) 
Horton, Ray (S) 

Lee, Greg 

Smagala, Stan (CB) 
Washington, James (S) 
Williams, Robert (CB) 
SPECIALISTS 
Saxon, Mike (P) 
Zendejas, Luis (IC) 


7 
o 
tt 
~ 
x 
~s 


so 
= 
~o 
so 


ryay 
Corr 
~or 
eC 
ORM 
i k=) 

“co 


7 


ooo oo DNAS DN ODN 
— 
nN 
ls 
uw 


6-3/313 
6-5/275 


6-2/230 
6-0/235 


6-2/214 


OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP 
Lester Brinkley, DE; Jarrod Delaney, WR; Corris Ervin, DB; Daye Franks, G; Charles Henry, TE; Tom Huebner, 
TE; Paul Jokisch, TE; Fred McNair, QB; Curt Mull, T; R.C, Mullin, T; Anthony Spears, OT; Mark Warner, T; 


Ken Willis, K. 


*Not with Dallas in 1989. 
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7-10-62 
10-22-61 


NFL 


Exp. 
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College 
UCLA 
Indiana 
Miami (Fla.) 


Auburn 
Clemson 
Syracuse 
Nebraska 
Baylor 
Stanford 
Florida 

Texas Tech 
Washington State 
Northeastern 
Auburn 


Houston 
Utah 

Texas A&M 
Miami (Fla.) 
Clemson 
Virginia Tech 
Boston College 
Florida State 
Wyoming 
Oklahoma 
Northeastern 
Auburn 


Texas A&M 
Washington 
Oklahoma 

Florida 

Florida A&M 
Southern California 
Pittsburgh 

Hawaii 

Boston College 
Florida 


Miami (Fla.) 
Pittsburgh 
Tulsa 
Arizona State 
Miami (Fla.) 
Nebraska 
Delaware State 
Miami (Fla.) 
Texas-El Paso 
CLA 


Southern Methodist 


Nicholls State 
Georgia Tech 
Southern California 
Humboldt State 
Long Beach State 
Louisiana Tech 
Houston 


UCLA 

Miami ( Fla.) 
East Carolina 
Florida State 


Washington 
Texas Christian 
Tennessee 
Baylor 

Albany State 
Cincinnati 

Utah 

Alcorn State 
Washington 
Arkansas State 
Notre Dame 
UCLA 

Baylor 


San Diego State 
Arizona State 


tIncludes totals with both Dallas and another NFL team in 1989. 


+Canadian Football League. 


Key to abbreviations on page 160. 


DID YOU KNOW... 


... that Tom Landry coached the expansion Cowboys for 10 years before suffering his first shutout? Dallas 
was shut out three times in 1989, including the debut of Landry’s successor, Jimmy Johnson. 


acq. GP/GS 
d1/89—s : 11/11 
FA/89 3/0 
SupD1/89 8/5 
UFA/90. =*9/0 
Tr./90 *15/0 
D2/89 + 16/10 
UFA/90 *16/2 
FA/89 14/5 
FA/89 3/1 
D1/90 — 
FA/90 0/0 
FA/89 13/0 
UFA/90 =*11/0 
D2/90 _ 
W/89 16/7 
FA/87_ 16/16 
UFA/90 °11/0 
D1/38 6/6 
D5a/89 10/0 
FA/90 “IR 
D4/87_—s- 11/11 
UFA/90 *16/10 
UFA/90 “16/1 
W/89 15/8 
UFA/90 = 1/0 
D2/90 = 
UFA/90 = *13/1 
08/87 3913/13 
UFA/90 “IR 
D3/85 16/16 
FA/86 16/16 
UFA/90 °15/15 
D3a/89 16/4 
OFA/83 16/16 
D4/88 15/2 
03/87 16/1 
FA/89 16/14 
FA/89 13/0 
Tr./89 16/13 
D1/83 16/16 
D3/90 — 
D1/87 7/5 
UFA/90 = *5/0 
Tr./90 16/0 
04/89 16/5 
D3/86 IR 
FA/90 0/0 
UFA/90 = °3/0 
D5/89 IR 
FA/89 14/12 
D11/90 _ 
Tr./89 16/3 
UFA/90 *15/0 
D6a/84 16/16 
D2/88 13/13 
011/89 16/4 
UFA/90 *IR 
Tr./89 15/2 
OFA/84 16/16 
D12/89 10/0 
OFA/83 16/0 
D2/87 15/4 
09/90 _ 
UFA/90 “16/3 
OFA/86 = =16/3 
Tr./89.- t14/1 
UFA/89 16/16 
FA/90 0/0 
Tr./90 = 
UFA/90 = °9/0 
FA/87 =: 13/11 
FA/85 16/0 
FA/89 15/0 
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Aggressiveness ts key to taking a Giant step up 
i 


By HANK GOLA 
New York Post 


f the New York Giants put some bite 

into their attack, they will have as 

good a chance of halting San Francis- 
co’s march to the Super Bowl as any team 
in 1990. But if they don't, they will be a 
playoff team and nothing more. 

Granted, being a playoff team is re- 
spectable. And the Giants were more than 
respectable in 1989 as they won 12 games, 
second only to the 49ers, and captured 
their second National Football Confer- 
ence Eastern Division title in four years. 
But their play was conservative and most 
of their games were close, so their over- 
time loss to the Los Angeles Rams in their 
first playoff game was not a shock. 

The key to advancement is aggressive- 
ness. Coach Bill Parcells hopes to see 
more of it in 1990, particularly on defense. 

“We were more the steady-type defense 
a year ago, but the big play was missing,” 
he said. “We weren’t quite as intimidat- 
ing.” 

Parcells is seeking similar improve- 
ment from his offense, which ranked 20th 
in the National Football League a year 
ago, That was due largely to the loss of 
tight end Mark Bavaro for nine games 
with a knee injury and of running back 
Joe Morris for all 16 with a broken foot. 
Morris’ absence left the Giants without a 
breakaway running threat and so they 
rarely strayed beyond the tackles, 

“I would hope that we can be more ag- 
gressive,” he said. “With Mark Bavaro 
healthy, I think we can. There was a big 


Strengths: A veteran 
defense that puts teams 
in Epsom salts on Mon- 


Linebacker Lawrence Taylor is 
coming off his ninth Pro Bowl ap- 
pearance in nine seasons. 


difference in how we played offensively 
before and after he was hurt.” 

The club’s only legitimate big-play men 
last season were rookie running back 
David Meggett and veteran linebacker 
Lawrence Taylor. The emergence of a 
few more this fall could be the difference 
between a playoff berth and a trip to the 


PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 


days, one of the league's WR 


Manuel Ingram 


most feared big-play threats in 
punt returner/running back David LT 


Elliott E. Moore 


Meggett, solid special teams and LG 


Roberts Kratch B. Williams 


overall team size. c 


Oates B. Williams 


Weaknesses: The defensive front 
seven is startlingly thin. The pass rush 
sometimes is non-existent except for 


E. Moore 
Riesenberg 


Kratch B. Williams 


E. Moore 


Lawrence Taylor, The offense is pre- 
dictable when it |s reliant on the inside 


Mrosko 
S. Robinson 


Cross 
Baker 


Bavaro 
Turner 


running game. 


Simms Hostetler Kupp 


Key to success: The Giants must re- 


Anderson Hampton 


Meggett 


store quarterback Phil Simms’ share of 
the offense and tight end Mark Bavaro 
must make a successful recovery from 
a knee injury. The New York offense 


will fly if Simms is allowed to unleash LE 


Carthon Rouson Emanuel 


DEFENSE 


Dorsey Washington Mark 


his strong arm. NT 


Howard Washington 0. Moore 


Sure sign of trouble: If no rookies are RE 


Marshall Washington Fox 


recording sacks. The Giants must get 
some pass-rush assistance from their 
newcomers, 

That's a fact: The run-minded Giants’ 
three longest completions last year 
were dump passes to Meggett, a run- LCB 


LOLB 
LILB 
RILB 
ROLB 


Banks 
Reasons 
Johnson 
Taylor 
Collins 


Cooks Thornton 
DeOssie 
Cooks 
Cooks 
Walls 


Thornton 
S. White 


ning back. RCB 


P. Williams S. White Thompson 


The head coach says: “| hope we'll be ss 


Jackson A. White Whitmore 


competitive in our division. Dallas has S 
certainly improved. Philadelphia has 


Guyton Jackson A. White 


some receivers now and Washington is 
always tough. | have some concerns 


SPECIALISTS 


about our defense." K 


‘Allegre 


Stover 


P 


Landeta 


KR 


Meggett 


Hampton 


PR 


Meggett Hampton 
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Super Bowl. 


COACHING 


Parcells may have done a better 
coaching job last year than in 1986, when 
his club marched to the NFL champion- 
ship. He found a way for his team to win, 
sold his team on the approach and stuck 
to it. A conservative style doesn’t excite 
many players, but they couldn’t complain 
about their .750 winning percentage. To 
reach the next level, however, Parcells 
must find a way to make his team more 
aggressive on both sides of the ball. 

The only significant change in Parcells’ 
staff is the move of special teams coach 
Romeo Crennel to the defensive line, re- 
placing Lamar Leachman. Crennel is con- 
sidered more of a player’s coach than his 
predecessor, but Leachman’s gruff ways 
seemed to coax the most out of players. 


OFFENSE 


QUARTERBACKS—For the first time 
since he established himself as the Giants’ 
top gun in 1984, Phil Simms may be look- 
ing over his shoulder. 

After last season, Parcells said that be- 
cause of Simms’ age (33), it might be time 
to give bench jockey Jeff Hostetler a 
chance to win the starting job in training 
camp. His comment may have been in- 
tended as a confidence booster for Hos- 
tetler, but the first signs of transition were 
nevertheless revealed. 

Simms had a torturous '89 season. He 
battled ankle, shoulder and thumb injuries 
and was shackled by the Giants’ emphasis 
on the power running game and dump 
passes. Seldom did the Giants even look 
downfield for a big play from Simms’ 
strong, well-seasoned arm, 

Hostetler, meanwhile, finally won Par- 
cells’ confidence after directing victories 
over Minnesota and Phoenix with Simms 
sidelined. He is more mobile than Simms, 
but that’s his only edge. Simms should 
have no trouble retaining his job, and if he 
gets a chance to air it out, especially on 
early downs, the offense could take off. 

RUNNING BACKS—The only certainty 
with this unit is that Meggett will be used 
to threaten defenses with his big-play po- 
tential as a third-down back. The 5-foot-7 
Meggett, who turned three short passes 
into touchdowns of over 50 yards, ignites 
the otherwise plodding New York offense. 

The identity of the No. | running back, 
however, is unclear. One possibility is 
Rodney Hampton, the Giants’ first-round 
draft pick from Georgia. He's a tough, all- 
purpose back who adds a dimension of 
versatility to the offense. 

But Hampton must battle two veteran 
1,000-yard rushers for the starting job. 
Ottis Anderson, 32, returns as the incum- 
bent. Anderson rushed for 1,023 yards last 
season but averaged only 3.1 yards per 
carry as an inside banger. Then there is 
Morris, the almost forgotten backbone of 
the Super Bowl offense. He probably must 


Continued 


Harp-Nosep Sports SOFTWARE. 


Kick offa whole new season with MicroLeague Football — new 


for 1990 from the award-winning creators of MicroLeague Baseball. 


This is no sissy arcade game — it's head-to-head, blood & guts 


and professional teams. 

You make the call — run off-tackle, sweep; call a draw play or 
end-around; pass in the flat, or throw the bomb. You pick the 
defense. You make the substitutions — the offensive & defensive 

game plans are up to you. Check out this line-up: 
* Powerhouse Pro teams, past and present, including the 
ae Pittsburgh dynasty, and today’s Niners. 
* Actual stats and ratings for running, passing, * Season disks & General Manager/Owner disks available. 
receiving, and defense — plus special plays, injuries, %* Exclusive Quick-play option. 
weather conditions, and more! * Superb graphics, digitized sound, and more. 


Stop playing around with semi-pro games. Tackle new MicroLeague football today, and play if for real! 


Be the boss of any team with MicroLeague Baseball Il, the pennant-winning strategy/action simulation. 

This is no minor league joystick game. MLB II lets you manage real-life major league superstars and teams. You select 
and change line-ups pick your spots for pinch-hitters and relievers, steal, bunt, pitch out, and more! Check out this line-up: 
* 25 powerhouse teams from past and present including the ‘27 Bronx Bombers and today’s All-stars. 


* Actual stats for pitching, hitting, fielding, running — plus stadium 


factors, injuries, arguments, ejections, rain delays, and more! 

* Exclusive Quick-play option gives you a line score and complete box 
score in a MicroLeague Minute. 

* General Manager/Owner function lets you draft, trade, or pick 
your dream team. 

* Superb graphics, digitized sound, and more. 

Stop playing around with little league baseball games. Get your mitts 

on MicroLeague Baseball II today and 


play ball, for real! 


The Superstars in Sports Simulations, 


Can't find MicroLeague Baseball II or MicroLeague Football? Call (302) 368-9990 or mail check/money order to MicroLeague Sports, Inc. 2201 Drummond Plaza, Newark, DE 19711. Baseball available for: Commodore 64/128 and 
Atari ST $39.95. IBM/Tandy/Compatibles $49.95. Apple Macintosh $59.95. Football available for Commodore 64/128 and IBM/Compatibles $29.95. Coming soon for Amiga & Apple Macintosh. © 1990, MicroLeague Sports, Inc. 
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COACHES 


Head coach—Bill Parcells. 

Assistant coaches— 

Bill Belichick (defensive coordinator /defensive 
backs). 

Tom Coughlin (receivers). 

Ron Erhardt (offensive coordinator). 

Al Groh (linebackers). 

Ray Handley (running backs). 

Fred Hoaglin (offensive line). 

Johnny Parker (strength and conditioning). 

Mike Pope (tight ends). 

Mike Sweatman (special teams). 

Charlie Weis (defensive assistant). 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


1989 regular-season record: 12-4 (1st in NFC 
East); 6-2 in division; 8-4 in conference; 7-1 at 
home; 5-3 on road. 

1989 Nad record: Lost to Rams, 19-13 (OT), 
in NFC semifinals. 

1989 team rankings: total offense, 10th in NFC/ 
20th in NFL; total defense, 3rd/5th; rushing of- 
fense, 9th/15th; rushing defense, 4th/4th; passing 
offense, 12th/20th; passing defense, 2nd/7th; 
scoring offense, 8th/12th; scoring defense, lst/ 
2nd; takeaways, T7th/T11th; giveaways, 4th/ 
T5th; turnover differential, T5th/T9th; sacks, 
T8th/T12th; sacks allowed, 10th/T21st. 
Parcells’ regular-season record: 64-46-1 in 
seven seasons with Giants, 

Parcells’ postseason record: 5-3 in four play- 
offs with Giants (1-0 in Super Bowl). 

Team record last five years; 52-27 (.658, ranks 
3rd in league in that span). 


MISCELLANEOUS DATA 


Stadium (capacity): Giants Stadium (77,311). 
Ticket Information: Giants Stadium, East Ruth- 
erford, NJ 07073; 201-935-8222. 

Radio information; Flagship station—WNEW, 
1130 AM. 

Training camp: Fairleigh Dickinson University- 
Madison, Madison, N.J. Opens for rookies and vet- 
erans July 23. 


1990 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 9—Philadelphia 

Sept, 16—at Dallas 

Sept. 23—Miami 

Sept. 30—Dallas 

Oct. 7—Open date 

Oct. 14—at Washington 

Oct. 21—Phoenix 

Oct. 28—Washington 

Nov. 5—at Indianapolis ( Mon.) 
Nov. 11—at Los Angeles Rams 
Nov. 18—Detroit 

Noy. 25—at Philadelphia 

Dec. 3—at San Francisco (Mon.) 
Dec. 9—Minnesota 

Dec. 15—Buffalo (Sat.) 

Dec. 23—at Phoenix 

Dec. 30—at New England 


Sept. 11—at Washington 27-24 
Sept. 17—Detroit 24-14 
Sept. 24—Phoenix 35- 7 
Oct. 1—at Dallas 30-13 
Oct. 8—at Philadelphia 19-21 
Oct. 15—Washington 20-17 
Oct. 22—at San Diego 20-13 
Oct. 30—Minnesota 24-14 
Nov. —_5—at Phoenix 20-13 
Noy. 12—at L.A. Rams 10-31 
Nov, 19—Seattle 15- 3 
Nov. 27—at San Francisco 24-34 
Dec. 3—Philadelphia 17-24 
Dec. 10—at Denver 14- 7 
Dec. 16—Dallas 15- 0 
Dec. 24—L.A. Raiders 34-17 


Scoring (kicking): Raul Allegre, 83 pts, (23/24 

PATs, 20/26 FGs). 

Scoring (touchdowns): Ottis Anderson, 84 pts. 

(14 rushing), 

Passing: Phil Simms, 3,061 yds. (405 att., 228 

comp., 56.3%, 14 TDs, 14 int.). 

i tga Ottis Anderson, 1,023 yds. (3.1 avg., 14 
s). 

Receptions: Odessa Turner, 38 (467 yds., 12.3 

avg., 4 TDs). 

Interceptions: Terry Kinard, 5 (135 yds., 1 TD). 

Tackles: Myron Guyton, 99. (76 solo, 23 assisted), 

Sacks: Lawrence Taylor, 15 (114 yds.). 

Punting: Sean Landeta, 43.1 avg. (70 punts, 

3,019 yds., 0 blocked). 

Punt returns: Dave Meggett, 12.7 avg. (46 att., 

582 yds., 1 TD). 

Kickoff returns: Dave Meggett, 21.4 ayg. (27 

att., 577 yds., 0 TDs). 


1989 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1990 roster only. 


Name 
Allegre 


Anderson 


= 
> 


Baker 


Ins 


Banks 


Bavaro 


Cross 


1 

3 

1 
Hostetler 5 
Ingram 1 
Johnson 1 
Manuel 1 
Meggett 5 
Simms “45 
Turner 4| 


* punt return. 
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have a great training camp just to make 
the team. Lewis Tillman, who had 79 car- 
ries (second on the team) as a rookie, is 
more likely to stick. 

Maurice Carthon, the textbook blocking 
fullback, will start ahead of Lee Rouson 
and seventh-round pick Aaron Emanuel 
from Southern California, 


RECEIVERS—The wideouts still don't 
scare anyone but, combined with the po- 
tential of the tight ends, the New York 
pass catchers will be adequate. 

The Giants got only eight touchdown 
catches from their wide receivers last 
season, but they obviously haven't lost 
faith in the group since they ignored that 
position in the draft. Lionel Manuel, Odes- 
sa Turner, Stephen Baker and Mark In- 
gram should see their numbers improve 
this season if Parcells’ offensive scheme 
gets more daring. 

Manuel, a reliable intermediate-type 
threat, could lose his starting job to In- 
gram, who looked better than any of his 
teammates chasing balls and eluding de- 
fensive backs last year. The only sure 
starter is Turner, who led the team with a 
mere 38 receptions last fall. He can look 
like an All-Pro with big games and daz- 
zling catches, but he has had problems 
staying healthy and grasping pass routes. 
Baker can be an effective deep threat. 

The Giants are deep at tight end. Ba- 
varo will do wonders for the offense if his 
knee rehabilitation continues to proceed 
smoothly. His return would allow the 
Giants to try to stretch defenses from the 
inside with the three-tight-end “load” for- 
mation they were pioneering before Ba- 
varo went down. The other two tight ends 
in that set probably would be second-year 
man Howard Cross and Plan B signee Bob 
Mrosko (from Houston). 


LINEMEN—One of the reasons Parcells 
played conservatively last year was his 
line, It was inexperienced, and he protect- 
ed his fledglings by catering to their 
strength—run blocking—and shielding 
them from pass-protection situations. 
They steadily gained confidence and now 
should be ready to handle both jobs. 

The only graybeards in the group are 
center Bart Oates, who has started 79 
straight games al center, and William 
Roberts, who enjoyed his best season a 
year ago after being switched from tackle 
to left guard. The left tackle is John EI- 
liott, a devastating run blocker who was 
New York's second-round draft pick in 
1988. The right side will be manned by 
guard Eric Moore, the Giants’ No. 1 pick 
in '88, and tackle Doug Riesenberg. 

The club's first two picks in the ’89 
draft, Brian Williams and Bob Kratch, are 
coming off respectable rookie seasons. 
Williams will back up Oates and could 
push for a starting job at guard, with 
Moore moving outside to displace Riesen- 
berg. Parcells has the luxury of linemen 
who can play different positions. 


LINEMEN—This is easily the thinnest 
unit on the team with only four returning 
players. At least one or two 1990 draft 
picks will have to come through, 


The Giants will start with Erik Howard 
at nose tackle, Leonard Marshall at right 
end and Eric Dorsey at left end, with John 
Washington backing them up. Marshall is 
capable of monster games, but New 
York’s inside pass rush was weak a year 
ago. That’s not Washington's strong point, 
but he was forced to do it most of last 
season after Dorsey broke his foot in 
game two and was sidelined until the 
playoffs. If Dorsey ever reaches his poten- 
tial, opposing quarterbacks might get ner- 
vous, 

Depth—and perhaps even a starter— 
will be provided by the rookies. The top 
prospects are second-rounder Mike Fox 
(West Virginia) and third-rounder Greg 
Mark (Miami, Fla.). 

LINEBACKERS—The Giants still have 
one of the league's best linebacking units, 
although age is no longer on its side. 

Taylor and Car! Banks are an outstand- 
ing pair of outside linebackers, Taylor (15 
sacks) is coming off his ninth Pro Bowl 
appearance in nine seasons, while Banks 
is ready to assume additional pass-rush re- 
sponsibilities after focusing on the run last 
year. Taylor certainly could use some 
help harassing quarterbacks, 

Gary Reasons, a smart player who is 
stronger than he looks, and Pepper John- 
son, who is vulnerable on pass plays, are 
solid performers on the inside. They have 
dependable backups in goal-line specialist 
Steve DeOssie and Johnie Cooks, a veter- 
an who also can swing outside. 

Randy Thornton, a Plan B signee from 
Denver, could help on the outside if he 
recovers from major Knee surgery. 

DEFENSIVE BACKS—The secondary 
made great strides under assistant Bill 
Belichick last year and figures to be a 
team strength this fall. 

Terry Kinard’s Plan B departure to 
Houston leaves free safety open for the 
first time since 1983. Parcells hopes to 
move strong safety Myron Guyton into the 
vacancy, leaving Greg Jackson to battle it 
out with Adrian White at strong safety. 
Guyton was a tremendous surprise as a 
1989 rookie, leading the linebacker-orient- 
ed defense with 99 tackles, 

The cornerbacks are the underrated 
Mark Collins, a superb cover man, and 
steady Perry Williams. In nickel situa- 


1990 NEW YORK GIANTS ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS 
Hostetler, Jeff 
Kupp, Craig 

Simms, Phil 
RUNNING BACKS 
Anderson, Ottis 
Carthon, Maurice 
Emanuel, Aaron 
Hampton, Rodney 
Meggett, David 
Morris, Joe 

Rouson, Lee 
Tillman, Lewis 


RECEIVERS 

Baker, Stephen 

Bavaro, Mark (TE) 
Chandler, Thornton (TE) 
Cross, Howard (TE) 
Ingram, Mark 

Manuel, Lionel 

Mrosko, Bob (TE) 
Robinson, Stacy 

Turner, Odessa 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Elliott, John (T) 

Kratch, Bob (G) 

Moore, Eric (G/T) 
Oates, Bart (C) 
Riesenberg, Doug (T) 
Roberts, William (G/T) 
Voorhees, Barry (G) 
Williams, Brian (C/G) 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Dorsey, Eric (E) 
Downing, Tim (E) 
Fox, Mike (E) 
Howard, Erik (NT) 
James, Clint (E) 
Mark, Greg (E) 
Marshall, Leonard (E) 
Moore, Otis (NT) 
Washington, John (E) 
LINEBACKERS 
Banks, Carl 

Cooks, Johnie 
DeOssie, Steve 
Harper, LaSalle 
Hooten, Mike 

Jiles, Dwayne 
Johnson, Pepper 
Reasons, Gary 
Taylor, Lawrence 
Thornton, Randy 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Collins, Mark (CB) 
Feggins, Howard (CB) 
Guyton, Myron (S) 
Jackson, Greg (S) 
Thompson, Reyna (CB) 
Walls, Everson (CB) 
White, Adrian (S) 
White, Sheldon 
Whitmore, David (S) 
Williams, Perry (CB) 
SPECIALISTS 
Allegre, Raul (I) 
Landeta, Sean (P) 
Stover, Matt (I) 
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How ‘89 Games 
GP/GS 
16/1 


15/15 


College 

West Virginia 
Pacific Lutheran 
Morehead State 


05/90 
D1/79 


Miami (Fla.) 
Arkansas State 
Southern California 
Georgia 

Towson State 
Syracuse 

Colorado 

Jackson State 


16/16 
16/10 


16/2 
IR 


Fresno State 

Notre Dame 

Alabama 

Alabama 

Michigan State 

Pacific 

Penn State 

North Dakota State 
Northwestern (La.) St. 


Michigan 

Iowa 

Indiana 

Brigham Young 
California 

Ohio State 

Cal St.-Northridge 
Minnesota 


Notre Dame 
Washington State 
West Virginia 
Washington State 
Louisiana State 
Miami (Fla.) 
Louisiana State 
Clemson 
Oklahoma State 


Michigan State 
Mississippi State 
Boston College 
Arkansas 

Wake Forest 

Texas Tech 

Ohio State 
Northwestern (La.) St. 
North Carolina 
Houston 


Cal State Fullerton 
UNC Charlotte 
Eastern Kentucky 
Louisiana State 
Baylor 

Grambling State 
Florida 

Miami (0.) 

Stephen F. Austin St. 0 
North Carolina State 07/83 
Texas 

Towson State 
Louisiana Tech 


FA/86 
FA/85 
012/90 


OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP 

Bobby Abrams, LB; Rich Apolskis, G; Gary Barlow, G; Frank Baur, QB; Greg Boysaw, DB; Roy Brown, G; Win 

Bryant, DT; Ed Cunningham, OT; Mark Dennis, LB; William Doyen, OT; Joe Fishback, DB; Tracy Gravely, DB; 

Terence Greene, DB; David Grider, NT; Jeffrey Holmes, DB; Troy Kyles, WR; Bruce Lang, WR; Michael 

Lindsey, LB; Andy Lock, OT; Sean Millington, RB; Scooter Molander, Q8; Philip Ng, WR; Michael Riddick, WR; 

ee REPRO, LB; Terrance Sanders, DE; Clarence Seay, WR; Billy Smith, P; Chad Thorson, LB; Kenneth 
ines, C. 

*Not with N.Y. Giants in 1989. 

+Includes totals with both N.Y. Giants and another NFL team in 1989. 

Key to abbreviations on page 160. 


tions, Parcells can call on former Cowboy 
Everson Walls, a free-agent signee, and 
Sheldon White. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The Giants are strong on both their 
kick coverage, where Reyna Thompson 
stands out, and kick returns, where Meg- 
gett is dangerous. Meggett ranked among 
the NFC leaders in punt and kickoff re- 
turns and was named to the Pro Bowl as a 
return specialist last season. 

Sean Landeta (43.l-yard average in ’89) 
remains one of the league’s best punters. 
Raul Allegre is a solid place-kicker— 
when he’s healthy. He missed six games 
last year with a groin 
injury, and he’ll have to 
fend off a challenge 
from 12th-round draft 
pick Matt Stover of Lou- 
isiana Tech, 


DID YOU KNOW... 


_.. that Odessa Turner’s total of 38 receptions was the lowest of any team leader in the NFL last season? 
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Eagles view 1990 as year to put up or shut up 


By PHIL ANASTASIA 
Camden Courier-Post 


any teams would be thrilled with 

21 victories in two seasons and 

consecutive playoff berths. But 
not the Philadelphia Eagles. 

“It’s time to get in the playoffs and do 
something about it once we get there,” 
said Eagles Coach Buddy Ryan, sounding 
the siren for the 1990 season. 

The Eagles went 10-6 and won the Na- 
tional Football Conference Eastern Divi- 
sion title in 1988, then went 11-5 and be- 
came an NFC wild card. But the Eagles 
lost their first playoff game both years. 

As a result, the organization is clouded 
by a sense of urgency. This is no longer a 
rebuilding team. Most of the key players 
are in the primes of their careers, and 
Ryan is entering the fifth and final year of 
his original contract. If the Eagles are 
going to prove they can make more than 
a token appearance in postseason play, 
the time is now. 

“Our backs are against the wall,” line- 
backer Seth Joyner said. “Guys can't say 
we're a young team anymore, or inex- 
perienced. We have playoff experience. 
We have plenty of playing-time experi- 
ence, It’s time to win the big one." 


COACHING 


Can Ryan lift Philadelphia from playoff 
participant to legitimate Super Bow! con- 
tender? The answer to that question may 
determine his professional future. Eagles 
Owner Norman Braman, who did not 
agree to Ryan's off-season request for a 


Strengths: The de- 

tensive front four, led by 

Reggie White and Jerome 
Brown, might be the league's 
best. It generates pressure that 


OFF 
WR 


Defensive end Clyde Simmons is 
one of the league’s most underrat- 
ed players. 


contract extension, obviously considers 
that a key question, too, 

Whatever happens, the 1990 Eagles are 
Ryan's team. He has rebuilt the club 
through the draft and other personnel 
moves, and only a handful of players re- 
main from the previous regime. 

Ryan made a few important changes 


PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 


ENSE 


Quick Barnett Williams 


fuels a turnover-crazy defense, LT 


Darwin Reeves 


—_ Dykes 


Randall Cunningham Is an explosive, LG 
big-play quarterback, The Eagles still c 
are relatively young but have playoff RG 


Hudson 
Rimington 


Schad Tamburello 
Alexander Hudson 


Solt Tamburello Strouf 


experience. 

Weaknesses: The Eagles don't run the 
ball with authority and rely too heavily TE 
on Cunningham's improvisations. The WR 
defense can be exploited for big plays 
if € pass rush is contained, Depth is a 
problem at quarterback, defensive 


end, tight end and cornerback. FS. 


RT Heller Singletary Strouf 


Le Bel 
Edwards 


Werner 
Bellamy 


Jackson 
Carter 


QB Cunningham Cavanaugh McPherson 
RB Byars Drummond Garrett 


H. Sherman Garrett 


Toney 


Key to success: Cunningham and 
White must stay healthy, The offense is 


DEFENSE 


driven by Cunningham's all-around LE 


White Kaufusi Gray 


skills, while the defense relies heavily 
on White's pass-rush ability and un- 


LT Pitts Golic Gray 


J. Brown Golic 


derrated excellence against the run. 
Sure sign of trouble: An opening-night 


LOLB Joyner 


Kaufusi 
Shaw 


Simmons 


Harris 


loss to the New York Giants. The 
Eagles swept New York in 1988 and 


Evans Hager 


1989, and they needed all four victories 


Small Harris Hager 


to make the playoffs. 


Jenkins Lilly Frizzell 


That's a fact: The Eagles have in- 


Allen Lilly Frizzell 


creased their victory total in each of the 
last three years—from five in 1986 to 


Waters Hoage Thompson 


seven in 1987, then to 10 in '88 and 11 


B. Smith Hopkins Frizzell 


in "89, 
The head coach says; "The playoffs 


SPECIALISTS 


are a different level and we haven't 
reached that level, We've been using P 


K Ruzek Cunningham 


Teltschik Cunningham 


being immature and all that sort of KR 


Williams Edwards Bellamy 


thing as an excuse. It's time to quit PR 


Edwards Williams Bellamy _ 


making excuses," 
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with his coaching staff in the off-season, 
including the hiring of Rich Kotite as of- 
fensive coordinator. Kotite vows to be less 
predictable than his predecessor, Ted 
Plumb, who called for a run on the 
Eagles’ first play of every game. Kotite 
also hopes to improve the team’s deep 
passing game and to take advantage of 
quarterback Randall Cunningham's 
scrambling ability. 


OFFENSE 


QUARTERBACKS—Ryan says he knows 
of at least one reason why Cunningham 
will improve this season. ‘“He’s through 
counting his money,” Ryan said. 

Cunningham signed a five-year, $15.5 
million contract extension last Septem- 
ber. While it's unclear whether the money 
was a factor, Cunningham's play did drop 
off a year ago, 

He wasn't bad. It’s hard to complain 
about a guy who passed for 3,400 yards 
and rushed for 621. It’s just that he didn’t 
play up to the standards he had set for 
himself in 1987 and 1988. In his defense, 
injuries to his two favorite targets, wide 
receiver Mike Quick and tight end Keith 
Jackson, didn’t help matters. Cunningham 
also was uncomfortable with the offense 
and some of Plumb’s play-calling deci- 
sions, and he was deeply hurt by the De- 
cember 9 death of quarterbacks coach 
Doug Scovil, his friend and mentor. 

Cunningham remains the key to the 
Eagles’ offense because of his versatility 
and knack for big plays. The team doesn’t 
run the ball well enough to compensate 
for subpar play from its quarterback. 

Cunningham’s top backup will be either 
untested Don McPherson or veteran Matt 
Cavanaugh, who has played well in limit- 
ed appearances over the last four years. 

RUNNING BACKS—The Eagles like 
their running backs to be big and versa- 
tile, and Keith Byars, Anthony Toney, 
Robert Drummond and Heath Sherman 
all fit the mold. None appears to be a fu- 
ture 1,000-yard rusher, but all four are 
versatile and, to an extent, interchange- 
able. They're not, however, dominating. 

Byars is the Eagles’ most important 
back, despite the fact that he has never 
rushed for more than 577 yards in four 
National Football League seasons. He can 
play halfback, fullback or tight end, and 
he often is split out wide as an extra re- 
ceiver in passing situations. He has 
caught 140 passes over the last two sea- 
sons. 

Toney is a good runner and receiver 
but has been hampered by injuries 
throughout his career. Drummond and 
Sherman, who were little-used rookies in 
1989, could push for playing time this fall. 

RECEIVERS—The Eagles’ offense strug- 
gled without a deep passing attack last 
season, and Ryan made sure that won't 
happen again by drafting four wideouts, 
including three in the first five rounds. 

The rookies with the best chance to 


Continued 


. »&* SCORE WITH 
ae THE EAGLES! 


‘Media. | In the Eagles Digest 


Guide! The Philadelphia Eagles were in 


the playoffs again in 1989 and 
have set their sights on higher 
goals in 1990. And Eagles Digest 
will be there to bring Eagles fans 
the most in-depth and comprehensive 
coverage available. Eagles Digest is the 
Official Publication of the Philadelphia 
Eagles. Published 26 times a year (weekly 
August thru January, plus four special offsea- 
son Issues), the Eagles Digest has it all! 


Must Reading For Eagles Fans 


Eagles fans in Philadelphia and throughout the coun- 
try will agree EAGLES DIGEST offers the most com- 
2 plete package on the Eagles: 
e Game Coverage & Action Photos e Top Columnists 
e A Weekly Column by Coach Buddy Ryan 
e Player Features e Rosters, Previews, Stats & More! 


CE a eee 


CO Yes! Enter my subscription to Eagles Digest for the term indicated below. 
| have enclosed payment with my order (or charged my credit card). 


Check one: Check one: 
O 1-year (26 issues)—$27.95* ZC 1 enclose payment with order 
oO 2-years (52 issues)—$46.95* O visAQ) McC) amex 


(1 3-years(78 issues)—$68.95" Exp. Date 


OO Check here if a renewal Card No. 

Customer No. ———___ O send my subscription 1st Class Mail. 

Phone No. I've enclosed an additional $32.00 per yr. 

ADDRESS FREE GIFT! 


As an added bonus, if 
you subscribe before 
Oct. 1, 1990, you'll 
receive a FREE copy of 


CITY/STATE/ZIP 
Send payment to: 
Eagles Digest, P.O. Box 42166, Philadeiphia, PA 19101-2166 
*Please add $2.00 for postage and handling of Media Guide 
CREDIT CARD ORDERS PHONE TOLL FREE: 


3 the official Philadelphia 
1-800-334-4005 a 


Eagles ‘90 Media Guide. 
SS SS SSS SSS SS SSS SS SS Sass 
NOTE: CANADIAN AND MEXICAN SUBSCRIBERS PLEASE ADD $6.00 AND PAY IN U.S. FUNDS. MEDIA GUIDE OFFER GOOD IN U.S. ONLY. 


Se ee SS EEE ee eee 
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COACHES 


Head coach—Buddy Ryan. 

Assistant coaches— 

Dave Atkins (offensive backs). 

Tom Bettis (defensive backs). 

Lew Carpenter (receivers), 

Jeff Fisher (defensive coordinator /linebackers). 

Dale Haupt (defensive line). 

Ronnie Jones (strength and conditioning coordina- 
tor/linebackers). 

Rich Kotite (offensive coordinator /quarterbacks). 

Dan Neal (offensive line). 

Al Roberts (special teams). 

Bill Walsh (offensive line). 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


1989 regular-season record: 11-5 (2nd in NFC 
East); 7-1 in division; 8-4 in conference; 6-2 at 
home; 5-3 on road. 

1989 playoff record: Lost to Rams, 21-7, in NFC 
wild-card game. 

1989 team rankings: total offense, 7th in NFC/ 
12th in NFL; total defense, 4th/8th; rushing of- 
fense, 2nd/5th; rushing defense, 6th/7th; passing 
offense, 10th/18th; passing defense, 4th/12th; 
scoring offense, 9th/13th; scoring defense, 3rd/ 
5th; takeaways, Ist/1st; giveaways, 6th/T9th; 
turnover differential, Ist/1st; sacks, 2nd/2nd; 
sacks allowed, T8th/T19th. 

Ryan's regular-season record: 33-29-1 in four 
seasons with Eagles. 

Ryan’s postseason record: 0-2 in two playoffs 
with Eagles. 

Team record last five years: 40-38-1 (.513, 
ranks 14th in league in that span). 


MISCELLANEOUS DATA 


Stadium (capacity): Veterans Stadium 
(65,356), 

Ticket information: Veterans Stadium, Broad 
Street and Pattison Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 
19148; 215-463-5500. 

a information: Flagship station—WIP, 610 


Training camp: West Chester University, West- 
aertess Pa. Opens for rookies and veterans Auqust 


Byars 
Carter 
Cavanaugh | 
Cunningham _ 

| Drummond 
_Garrity 
_Jackson 
Johnson 
Quick 
Ruzek_ 


Sherman 


Simmons _ 
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1989 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1990 roster only. 


1990 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 9—at N.Y. Giants 
Sept. 16—Phoenix 

Sept. 23—at Los Angeles Rams 
Sept. 30—Indianapolis 

Oct. 7—Open date 

Oct. 15—Minnesota (Mon.) 
Oct. 21—at Washington 
Oct. 28—at Dallas 

Nov. 4—New England 

Nov. 12—Washington (Mon.) 
Nov. 18—at Atlanta 

Nov. 25—New York Giants 
Dec. 2—at Buffalo 

Dec. 9—at Miami 

Dec. 16—Green Bay 

Dec. 23—Dallas 

Dec. 29—at Phoenix (Sat.) 


1989 RESULTS 


Sept. 10—Seattle 

Sept. 17—at Washington 
Sept. 24—San Francisco 
Oct. 2—at Chicago 
Oct. 8—N.Y, Giants 
Oct. 15—at Phoenix 
Oct. 22—L.A, Raiders 
Oct, 29—at Denver 
Nov. 5—at San Diego 
Nov. 12—Washington 3-10 
Nov. 19—Minnesota 
Nov. 23—at Dallas 


Dec. 3—atN_Y. Giants 24-17 
Dec. 10—Dallas 20-10 
Dec. 18—at New Orleans 20-30 
Dec. 24—Phoenix 31-14 


1989 LEADERS 


Scoring (kicking): Luis Zendejas, 50 pts. 

(23/23 Bars, 9/15 FGs). 

Scoring (touchdowns): Cris Carter, 66 pts. (11 

receiving). 

Passing; Randall Cunningham, 3,400 yds. (532 

att., 290 comp., 54.5%, 21 TDs, 15 int.). 

Rushing: Randall Cunningham, 621 yds. (6.0 avg., 

4 TDs). 

pnt Keith Byars, 68 (721 yds., 10.6 avg., 
TDs). 


Interceptions: Eric Allen, 8 (38 yds., 0 TDs). 
Tackles: Byron Evans, 184 (98 solo, 86 assisted). 
Sacks: Clyde Simmons, 15.5. 

Punting: John Teltschik, 39.4 avg. (57 punts, 
2,246 yds., 0 blocked). 

Punt returns: Henry Williams, 8.9 avg. (30 att., 
267 yds., 0 TDs). 

Kickoff returns: Mark Higgs, 18.3 avg. (16 att., 
293 yds., 0 TDs). 
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stick are Mike Bellamy (a second-round 
pick from Illinois), Fred Barnett (third 
round, Arkansas State) and Calvin Wil- 
liams (fifth round, Purdue), All three are 
fast, and one or two could start. 

That depends primarily on Quick's re- 
covery. The five-time Pro Bowler missed 
the final 10 games last season for surgery 
on both knees. Team doctors project a 
complete recovery, but the 31-year-old’s 
ability to be a big-play receiver remains 
in doubt. 

With Quick out of the lineup, Cris Carter 
became a focal point of the Eagles’ pass- 
ing game. He was especially effective 
near the goal line and scored 11 touch- 
downs, but his lack of speed limited his 
productivity elsewhere on the field. 

Jackson might be the best pass-catch- 
ing tight end in the league. He has 144 
receptions and two Pro Bowl starts in his 
first two NFL seasons. His blocking, how- 
ever, can be improved. Greg Werner, a 
Plan B free agent from the New York 
Jets, has good speed and might be used in 
double-tight-end sets. 

LINEMEN—The Eagles made a number 
of changes along their offensive line in 
1989. Ron Solt and Mike Schad were in- 
serted at guard, while David Alexander 
was moved from guard to center. Overall, 
the results were positive. 

The offensive line still isn't a team 
strong point, though, and the Eagles hope 
for improvement across the board. 

Solt, who missed the first three games 
after he was suspended for steroid use, 
started the final 12 at right guard. His play 
was adequate, but it wasn’t up to the Pro 
Bowl form he showed with Indianapolis in 
1987. Schad provided size and strength on 
the left side. He's a good run blocker, but 
his pass protection needs work. 

Alexander is a smart, steady center 
who sometimes has trouble with the big- 
ger noseguards. He tends to rely more on 
technique than power. 

The same can be said of tackles Matt 
Darwin and Ron Heller. Darwin's durabil- 
ity is a concern because he missed all or 
parts of the final five games and under- 
went off-season knee surgery. Heller is an 
aggressive player and a team leader, al- 
though he is not an overpowering run 
blocker and sometimes has trouble with 
speedy pass rushers. 

The top reserves are Ken Reeves and 
Ben Tamburello, both of whom can play 
two positions, 


DEFENSE 


LINEMEN—The pressure created by the 
Eagles’ front four is the key to the team's 
aggressive, opportunistic defense, which 
led the NFL with 56 takeaways (30 inter- 
ceptions, 26 fumble recoveries) last year. 

The best of the linemen is Pro Bow! left 
end Reggie White, regarded by many as 
the league’s premier defensive player. 
White constantly demands double- and tri- 
ple-teaming, which creates openings and 
opportunities for his teammates. He 
works opposite right end Clyde Simmons, 
who registered a team-high 1514 sacks in 
1989, Simmons is one of the league’s most 
underrated players. 


Last season was a breakthough for 
right tackle Jerome Brown. Despite fight- 
ing a series of injuries, Brown emerged as 


1990 PHILADELPHIA EAGLES ROSTER 


, logs NFL H 89 G 
a pocket-collapsing inside force and ac- QUARTERBACKS Ht./Wt. Born Exp. College i, GP/Gs 
ti defend H high Cavanaugh, Matt 6-2/210 10-27-56 LB Pittsburgh T a6 9/0 
ive run defender. He set a career hig H ‘ i RNs t 
: < Fr Cunningham, Randall 6-4/203 3-27-63 6 Nevada-Las V 
she ws _— oF left te Mike Pitts McPherson, Don 6-1/193 4-2-65 2 Syracust hg bes f88 16670 
makes fewer big plays than his linemates RUNNING BACKS 
but is smart and consistent. Byars, Keith 6-1/238 10-14-63 5 Ohio State D1/86 16/15 
7 m “ ae 5 Drummond, Robert 6-1/205 6-21-67 2 Syracuse D3a/89 16/1 
Hard-working Mike Golic is a quality Garrett, Judd 6-1/205 6-25-67 R Princeton eye & 
tackle who spells both Pitts and Brown. Sherman, Heath (KR) 6-0/190 3-27-67 2 Texas A&l D6/89 15/1 
LINEBACKERS—Ryan called middle Toney, Anthony (FB) 6-0/227 9-23-62 5 Texas A&M D2a/86 14/14 
: rm : RECEIVERS 
linebacker Byron Evans the “most im- Barnett, Fred 6-0/203 6-17-66 R Arkansas State 03/90 ~ 
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his third season, Evans got a mental grip arter, Cris -3/ 1-25-65 4 Ohio State SupD4/87 16/15 
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: 2 : ; ‘ é Tamburello, Ben (G/C) 6-3/278  9-9-64 3 Auburn 03/87 16/4 
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the battle for roster positions. Feagles, Jeff (P) 6-0/198 3-7-66 3  Miami(Fla.) w/90 = "16/0 
Ruzek, Roger (K) 6-1/195 12-17-60 4 Weber State FA/89 14/0 
SPECIAL TEAMS Teltschik, John (P) 6-2/210 3-8-64 5 Texas w/86 ~—-10/0 


OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP 


The Eagles auditioned more kickers 
than the Rockettes in 1989. Stability will 
be a goal for the special teams in 1990. 

Roger Ruzek, the last of three Eagle 
place-kickers a year ago, made eight of 11 
field-goal attempts and all 14 of his extra- 
point tries. The job is still his to lose. 

The punting situation was even more 
muddled. John Teltschik lasted 10 games 
but gave way to a knee injury that re- 
quired two operations. Four others punted 
for the Eagles in 1989, and former Patriot 
Jeff Feagles could join the fray in 1990. 

Ryan also wants to 
see more kicks returned 
for touchdowns. The 
key men are Anthony 
Edwards and rookies 
Williams and Bellamy. 


David Bailey, DE; Damon Baldwin, OL; Tony Beaune, DT; Ben Brown, QB; Carl Dawson, DL; Kenneth Dawson, 
RB; Ervin Farris, RB; Norman Ford, FB; Matt Frantz, K; Kevin Grisby, DB; Demetrius Harrison, LB; Maurice 
Johnson, TE; Gary Kinne, LB; John McDonald, DE; Bennie Mitchell, WR; Horacio Moronta, DE; DeWayne 
Nash, DB; Mark Porter, K; Michael Renna, DE; Craig Salmon, P; Paul Sherman, OL; Otis Smith, CB; Willie 
Vaughan, WR; Eric Wainwright, LB; Adam Walker, RB; Dan Walsh, RB; Michael Watson, LB; Dante Williams, 
DE. 


*Not with Philadelphia in 1989. 
Includes totals with both Philadelphia and another NFL team in 1989. 
Key to abbreviations on page 160. 


DID YOU KNOW... 


__, that an Eagle hasn't rushed for 100 yards since Keith Byars gained 102 against Buffalo on December 27, 
1987? The Eagles have managed just four individual 100-yard rushing games in four seasons under Buddy 
Ryan, and one of those was by Randall Cunningham against Detroit in 1986. 


SS 
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The honeymoon over, Cards want a fresh start 


) 


By LLOYD HERBERG 
Arizona Republic 


™ Wo years after moving to Phoenix 
from St. Louis, the Cardinals have 
decided it’s time to start over. 
Owner Bill Bidwill is trying to win back 
fans after alienating them with exorbitant 
ticket prices and an uncaring attitude. 
The Cardinals also want to change their 
image of unlovable losers. 

They’ve hired a new coach, lowered 
ticket prices, changed the color of their 
home-game pants, begun a high-powered 
marketing campaign and—for the first 
time—opened a ticket office in downtown 
Phoenix. 

“We want to get to the next level, and 
that’s winning,” said new Coach Joe 
Bugel, who was hired to replace interim 
coach Hank Kuhlmann, who took over the 
team with five games remaining last sea- 
son after the popular Gene Stallings was 
fired. 

The Cardinals haven't enjoyed a win- 
ning season since going 9-7 in 1984. They 
haven’t been in the playoffs in a non- 
strike season since 1975. And they haven't 
won a playoff game since 1963. They have 
only five wins in their last 21 games and 
didn't beat a team with a winning record 
in a 5-11 campaign a year ago. 

Not surprisingly, the fans have stayed 
away. The Cardinals suffered a 27 percent 
drop (15,967 per game) in average atten- 
dance in 1989 and their average of 43,150 
(58 percent of capacity at Sun Devil Sta- 
dium) ranked next to last in the National 
Football League. 


Strengths: The of- 

fensive line. Pro Bowl 

strong safety Tim McDon- 

ald. The special teams are WR 

solid and dependable. Starting LT 
linebackers Ken Harvey, Eric Hill 
and Anthony Bell! are beginning to LG 


New Coach Joe Bugel brings unbridled enthusiasm to Phoenix. 


The honeymoon is over. 

With a murderous 1990 schedule—the 
first three games are on the road and five 
of the first six are against National Foot- 
ball Conference Eastern Division oppo- 
nents—the “next level” for Bugel could be 
to win six games, 


COACHING 


Bugel, the offensive line coach at 
Washington the last nine years, brings un- 
bridled enthusiasm and an optimistic atti- 
tude to Phoenix. But there are questions 
about his ability to grasp the big picture. 

To allay such fears, Bugel assembled a 
quality staff headed by offensive coordina- 


PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 


J.T. Smith E. Jones 
Sharpe Wolf 
Kennard Wolf 


Proehi 
Walker 
Zandofsky 


play like former No. 1 picks. Wide re- c 
ceivers J.T. Smith and Roy Green are RG 
aging, but still dangerous. RT 
Weaknesses: A lack of depth and 

many medical question marks. Jour- 
neyman Gary Hogeboom is not the an- 

Swer at quarterback, and young Tom 

Tupa and Timm Rosenbach are unpro- 


Lewis Kennard 
L. Smith Zandofsky Wolf 
Robbins Wolf Walker 
Awalt 
E. Jones 
Rosenbach 


Holmes 
Hogeboom 


=> Pa CSENDACH _ ogeboom 
RB Thompson Carr J. Johnson 

ven and untested. Other than McDon- H-B 
LS a LS a 


ald, the defensive backfield is shaky. 
Leading rusher Earl Ferrell was forced 
to retire because of drug problems, 


Awalt Wolfley J. Johnson 


DEFENSE 


Nunn Saddler 


Key to success: The team’s best play- Le 
ers must stay healthy, Tupa or Rosen- LT 
bach must step forward at quarter- RT 


Clasby T. Davis Hadd 
Wahler T. Davis Hadd 


back. Rookie running back Anthony RE 


Galloway Saddler 


Thompson must gain 1,000 yards. 
Sure sign of trouble: !f even fewer 
people show up for games in 1990 than 
did in ’89. 

That's a fact: The Cardinals have not 
hosted a playoff game since 1947. 


LOLB Bell Jax Kirk 
MLB Hill 
ROLB Harvey Jax Kirk 
LCB Mack 
RCB Carter Blair 


Bavaro 


Taylor Lynch 


The head coach says: “There's a lot of ss 
talent on this team, more than people FS 


McDonald 
Young 


Zordich 
Eaton 


Eaton 
Zordich 


realize, and we're not that far away 
from surprising people." 


SPECIALISTS 


K 
P 
KR 
PR 


Del Greco Camarillo 
Camarillo Tu 
Sikahema E. Jones 


Sikahema E. Jones 
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tor Jerry Rhome, who will be counted on 
to develop young quarterbacks Timm Ro- 
senbach and Tom Tupa, 

Defensive coordinator Joe Pascale and 
secondary coach Jim Johnson are the 
only holdovers from the Stallings regime. 


OFFENSE 


QUARTERBACKS—The Cardinals’ 
worst-case scenario will occur if veteran 
Gary Hogeboom starts on opening day at 
Washington. He passed for 2,591 yards a 
year ago but had only 14 touchdown 
passes and 19 interceptions. An arthritic 
right elbow has greatly decreased his 
throwing velocity, however, and he may 
not even make the team. 

Rosenbach, who was taken in the 1989 
supplemental draft, was paid $1.8 million 
last year and played less than three quar- 
ters. He is scheduled to receive $700,000 
this year and, while the front office is pull- 
ing hard for him to be the starter, there 
already are whispers he could be a bust. 
He's a horrible practice player and 
doesn’t appear close to being ready for 
the big time. 

Tupa, entering his third year, has all 
the physical tools but often throws side- 
arm and lacks a quick release. His maturi- 
ty and leadership also are questionable. 

RUNNING BACKS—Problems abound. 
Earl Ferrell, the team’s leading rusher 
the last two years, was forced into retire- 
ment by Commissioner Paul Tagliabue 
after a substance abuse relapse. Stump 
Mitchell is trying to battle back from re- 
constructive knee surgery at age 31. And 
the Cardinals are coming off a year in 
which they rushed for fewer yards (1,361) 
than Kansas City's Christian Okoye (1,480) 
and Detroit's Barry Sanders (1,470). 

So, it came as no surprise when they 
took four running backs in the draft last 
spring. Indiana's Anthony Thompson, the 
1989 Heisman Trophy runner-up, was the 
Cardinals’ first choice (in the second 
round). A powerful runner with explosive 
open-field skills, Thompson is being count- 
ed on to be the feature back in the Cards’ 


new one-back offense. He scored more 
touchdowns (68) than any player in NCAA 
Division I-A history and the Cardinals 
hope he can continue that productivity at 
the professional level. 

The coaches also are keeping their fin- 
gers crossed on Tony Jordan (211 yards 
rushing last year), No. 5 pick Larry Cen- 
ters (Stephen F. Austin State) and Lydell 
Carr, who has yet to carry the ball from 
scrimmage in an injury-marred two-year 
career. 


RECEIVERS—Roy Green and J.T. Smith 
hate it when people remind them of their 
age, but there’s no avoiding the subject. 
Smith, who will be 35 two months into the 
season, missed the final seven games last 
season with an ankle injury. When 
healthy, however, he is still a top receiv- 
er. 

Green is 33 and missed four games in 
1989 with a broken collarbone. He still led 
Phoenix with seven touchdown catches 
and is the team’s only legitimate deep 
threat. 

It’s possible third-year pro Ernie Jones 
(45 catches) could replace Smith or Green 
in the starting lineup. Regardless, he will 
see plenty of playing time with the club 
going more to a three-receiver formation. 

Rob Awalt has been the starter at tight 
end for three years but is being switched 
to H-back. Replacing him at tight end will 
be Walter Reeves, who will primarily be a 
blocker and occasionally catch a short 
pass. 


LINEMEN—This should be a team 
strength after being racked by injuries 
last season. 

The unit has been reshuffled with the 
acquisition of Plan B free agent center 
Bill Lewis, who played three seasons with 
the Raiders before entering the doghouse 
following a bitter holdout. The incumbent 
center, Derek Kennard, has been shifted 
to left guard, where he began his pro ca- 
reer. He’ll line up next to Pro Bowl tackle 
Luis Sharpe. 

Right guard Lance Smith, an overa- 
chiever with a great work ethic, is coming 
off his best season. Right tackle Tootie 
Robbins had a disappointing 1989 because 
of injuries but is healthy and fit now. And 
there won't be much of a drop-off when 
the backups, second-year players Joe 
Wolf and Mike Zandofsky, are on the field. 


DEFENSE 


LINEMEN—Improvement is needed 
here. The Cards’ 30 sacks last season was 
the third-worst total in the NFL. Every 
starter missed playing time because of in- 
jury. 

End Freddie Joe Nunn saw his sack 
total drop from 14 to five after missing 
four games due to a substance abuse sus- 
pension. Tackle Bob Clasby missed 12 
games after undergoing reconstructive 
knee surgery. The Cards are counting on 
him to regain his starting job, but he won't 
resume practicing until August. 

The other tackle, Jim Wahler, won a 
starting job as a rookie last year. He is a 
hard-nosed player whose quickness 


Continued 


QUARTERBACKS 
Hogeboom, Gary 
Rosenbach, Timm 
Tupa, Tom (P) 


RUNNING BACKS 
Baker, Tony 

Carr, Lydell (FB) 
Centers, Larry 
Johnson, Johnny 
Jordan, Tony 
Mitchell, Stump 
Riley, Donnie 
Sikahema, Vai (KR) 
Thompson, Anthony 
Wolfley, Ron (FB) 
RECEIVERS 
Awalt, Robert (TE) 
Elle, David (TE) 
Flutie, Darren 
Green, Roy 

Holmes, Don 

Jones, Ernie 
Norman, Dempsey 
Proehl, Ricky 
Reeves, Walter (TE) 
Shavers, Tyrone 
Smith, J.T. 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Bostic, Joe (G) 

Jax, Garth 

Kauahi, Kani (C) 
Kennard, Derek (C) 
Lewis, Bill (C) 
Robbins, Tootie (T) 
Sharpe, Luis (T) 
Smith, Lance (G) 
Walker, Jeff 

Wolf, Joe (T/G) 
Zandofsky, Mike (G) 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Clasby, Bob (T) 

Davis, Travis (T) 
Galloway, David (E) 
Hadd, Gary (T) 

Nunn, Freddie Joe (E) 
Saddler, Rod (E) 
Wahler, Jim (T) 
LINEBACKERS 
Bavaro, David 

Bell, Anthony 

Harvey, Ken 

Hill, Eric 

Kirk, Randy 

Maxwell, Vernon 
McKenzie, Reggie 
McMichel, Ken 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Blair, Stanley (CB) 
Carter, Carl (CB) 
Eaton, Tracey (S) 
Lynch, Lorenzo (CB) 
Mack, Cedric (CB) 
McDonald, Tim (S) 
Taylor, Jay (CB) 
Turner, Marcus 
Washington, Mickey (CB) 
Young, Lonnie (S) 
Zordich, Michael (S) 
SPECIALISTS 
Camarillo, Rich (P) 
Del Greco, Al (IK) 
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OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP 


Mike Applewhite, DL; John Brandom, G; John Burch, RB; Bob Davis, 
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1990 PHOENIX CARDINALS ROSTER 


College 

Central Michigan 
Washington State 
Ohio State 


East Carolina 
Oklahoma 
Stephen F. Austin 
San Jose State 
Kansas State 
The Citadel 
Central Michigan 
Brigham Young 
Indiana 

West Virginia 


San Diego State 
South Dakota 
Boston College 
Henderson State 
Mesa (Colo.) 
Indiana 

St. Francis (ll.) 
Wake Forest 
Auburn 

Lamar 

North Texas 


Clemson 
Florida State 
Hawaii 
Nevada-Reno 
Nebraska 
East Carolina 


Louisiana State 
Memphis State 
Boston College 

Washington 


Notre Dame 
Michigan State 
Florida 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Texas A&M 
UCLA 


Syracuse 
Michigan State 
California 
Louisiana State 
San Diego State 
Arizona State 
Tennessee 
Oklahoma 


S.E, Oklahoma St. 
Texas Tech 
Portland State 

Cal, St. Sacramento 
Baylor 

Southern California 
San Jose State 
UCLA 


Texas A&M 
Michigan State 
Penn State 


Washington 
Auburn 


How ‘89 Games 


SupD1/89 2/1 


D3/88 14/2 
FA/89 10/2 
UFA/89 5/0 
05/90 a 
D7/90 — 
D5b/88 13/8 
09/81 3/3 
D12a/90 = 
D10/86 

D2/90 =— 
D4/85 16/1 
D3a/87 16/15 
D10/90 i 
FA/90 0/0 
04/79: 12/12 
W/86 15/1 
D7/88 15/9 
D11/90 — 
D3/90 — 
D2/89 16/3 
D6é/90 = 
FA/85 9/8 
D3/79 IR 
UFA/89 16/0 
UFA/89 16/2 
SupD2/84 14/14 
UFA/90 = *0/0 
D4/82 9/9 
01/82 + 14/14 
D3/85 16/16 
UFA/90 °13/0 
Dlb/89 16/15 
D3/89 15/6 
FA/86 4/4 
D4/90 — 
02/82. 12/11 
UFA/89 10/4 
D1/85 12/12 
04/87 15/15 
04/89 13/11 
D9/90 — 
D1/86 16/15 
D1/88 = 16/16 
Dla/89 15/14 
UFA/89 6/0 
FA/90 29/7 
UFA/89 IR 
D12b/90 _ 
FA/90 °418 
04/86 15/15 
UFA/90 *16/2 
UFA/90 *16/2 
02/83 + 16/16 
D2/87 16/16 
D6/89 16/2 
W/89 13/0 
D8/90 = 
012/85 10/9 
UFA/89 16/7 
FA/89 15/0 
FA/87 16/0 


LB; Amod Field, WR; Bill Hess, WR; 


James Jackson, DL; John Jackson, WR; Mike Johnson, QB; DeWaine Jones, FB; Tim Jorden, TE; Oliver 


Lawrence, LB; Win Lyle, 


Prouty, OL; Dennis Smith, TE; Vernice Smith, OL; Preston Waters, cB. 


*Not with Phoenix in 1989. 


+Includes totals with both Phoenix and another NFL team in 1989. 


Canadian Football League. 
Key to abbreviations on page 160. 


DID YOU KNOW... 


_.. that only four Cardinals started all 16 games last season? 


K; Jeff Mathis, DL; Kevin Nicholl, K; Eldonta Osborne, LB; Mike Pfeifer, OT; Lance 
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COACHES 


Head coach—Joe Bugel. 

Assistant coaches— 

Ted Cottrell (defensive line), 

Bobby Hammond (running backs). 

Jim Johnson (defensive backs). 

Tom Lovat (offensive line). 

Mike Murphy (defensive Berar Rey control), 
Joe Pascale (defensive coordinator). 
Ted Plumb (receivers). 

Jerry Rhome (offensive coordinator). 
Pete Rodriguez (special teams). 

Bob Rogucki (strength and conditioning). 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


1989 regular-season record: 5-11 (4th in NFC 
East); 2-6 in division; 4-8 in conference; 2-6 at 
home; 3-5 on road. 

1989 playoff record: None. 

1989 team rankings: total offense, 13th in NFC/ 
25th in NFL; total defense, 13th/26th; rushing of- 
fense, 13th/26th; rushing defense, 13th/27th; 
passing offense, 8th/15th; passing defense, 10th/ 
22nd; scoring offense, 13th/25th; scoring defense, 
T10th/T20th; takeaways, 13th/24th; giveaways, 
13th/27th; turnover differential, 13th/T25th; 
sacks, 13th/26th; sacks allowed, 13th/26th. 
Bugel’s regular-season record: First year as 
NFL head coach, 

Team record last five years: 28-50-1 (.361, 
ranks 24th in league in that span). 


MISCELLANEOUS DATA 


Stadium (capacity): Sun Devil Stadium 
(74,724). 

Ticket information: P,0. Box 888, Phoenix, AZ 
85001; 602-967-1010 (through August), 602- 
379-0102 (as of early September). 

Se information: Flagship station—K TAR, 620 


Training ell Northern Arizona University, 
paver , Ariz. Opens for rookies and veterans July 


Del Greco 


1989 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1990 roster only. 


Green 


1990 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 9—at Washington 
Sept. 16—at Philadelphia 
Sept. 23—at New Orleans 
Sept. 30—Washington 

Oct. 7—Open date 

Oct. 14—Dallas 

Qct. 21—at New York Giants 
Oct. 28—Chicago 

Nov. 4—at Miami 

Nov. 11—at Buffalo 

Nov. 18—Green Bay 

Noy. 25—New England 

Dec. 2—Indianapolis 

Dec. 9 —at Atlanta 

Dec. 16—at Dallas 

Dec. 23—New York Giants 
Dec, 29—Philadelphia (Sat.) 


1989 RESULTS 


Sept. 10—at Detroit 16-13 
Sept. 17—at Seattle 34-24 
Sept. 24—at N.Y. Giants 7-35 
Oct. 1—San Diego 13-24 
Oct. 8—at Washington 28-30 


Oct. 15—Philadelphia 5-17 


Oct, 22—Atlanta 34-20 
Oct. 29—at Dallas 19-10 
Nov. 5—N.Y. Giants 13-20 
Nov. 12—Dallas 24-20 
Nov. 19—at L.A. Rams 14-37 
Nov. 26—Tampa Bay 13-14 
Dec. 3—Washington 10-29 
Dec. 10—at L.A. Raiders 14-16 
Dec. 16—Denver 0-37 
Dec. 24—at Philadelphia 14-31 


Scoring (kicking): Al Del Greco, 82 pts. (28/29 

PATs, 18/26 FGs). 

Scoring (touchdowns): Roy Green, 42 pts. (7 

receiving). 

Passing: Gary Hogeboom, 2,591 yds. (364 att., 

204 comp., 56%, 14 TDs, 19 int.). 

Rushing; Earl Ferrell, 502 yds. (3.4 avg., 6 TDs). 

Preentions: J.T. Smith, 62 (778 yds., 12.5 avg., 
s). 

Interceptions: Tim McDonald, 7 (170 yds., 1 TD). 

Tackios: Tim McDonald, 155 (102 solo, 53 assist- 

ed). 

Sacks: Ken Harvey, 7 (56 yds.), 

Punting: Rich Camarillo, 43.4 avg. (76 punts, 

3,298 yds., 0 blocked), 

Punt returns: Vai Sikahema, 11.7 avg. (37 att., 

433 yds., 0 TDs). 

Kickoff returns: Vai Sikahema, 20.3 avg. (43 

att., 874 yds., 0 TDs). 
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causes the opposition problems, but he 
must improve his pass rush. Nine-year 
veteran David Galloway remained rela- 
tively healthy, missing just four games, 
but he had only 54 sacks. 

Rod Saddler was supposed to be the 
right tackle but played all over the line 
because of injuries, He was ineffective at 
tackle and lost his quickness as an end 
after putting on extra weight. He will be 
used exclusively as the backup end this 
season. Fourth-round pick Travis Davis 
(Michigan State) figures to see consider- 
able playing time. 

LINEBACKERS—This is the strength of 
the defense. All of the starters are former 
No. | draft picks. Anthony Bell (the team’s 
first pick in 1986) had the best season of 
his four-year career. Middle man Eric Hill 
showed signs of dominance as a rookie 
after playing outside in college. He made 
most of the league's all-rookie teams de- 
spite missing a lot of training camp be- 
cause of a salary dispute. Hill was re- 
moved in passing situations but will play 
every down this season. 

Ken Harvey (the 1988 No. 1) led the 
team with seven sacks and is the club’s 
best athlete. 

The only healthy veteran backup is 
Garth Jax. Randy Kirk is recovering from 
major ankle surgery, Reggie McKenzie 
from reconstructive knee surgery, That 
could open a roster spot for David Bavaro, 
younger brother of Giants tight end Mark 
Bavaro and a ninth-round draftee from 
Syracuse. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS—The Cardinals pro- 
tected all seven of their defensive backs 
in the Plan B free-agency period before 
going out and signing three other free 
agents. Phoenix intercepted just 16 enemy 
passes in 1989, and safety Tim McDonald 
accounted for seven of them. 

McDonald, who is entering his fourth 
season, earned his first trip to the Pro 
Bowl last year, He already is on a level 
with other former Southern Cal safeties 
Ronnie Lott of the 49ers and Joey 
Browner of the Vikings. 

The key off-season acquisition is cor- 
nerback Stanley Blair, a Canadian Foot- 
ball League standout the last two seasons 
who is expected to challenge Carl Carter 
for a starting job. Carter is the team’s fast- 
est player (4.34 seconds over 40 yards), 
but lacks instinct and has bad hands, 

The other starting cornerback, Cedric 
Mack, is better suited for a backup rather 
than a starting role. 

Free safety Lonnie Young is above av- 
erage but has missed time the last two 
seasons because of injuries. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The Cards feature Pro Bowl per- 
formers Ron Wolfley and Rich Camarillo, 
who averaged a league-leading 43.4 yards 
per punt in 1989. Vai Sikahema is a solid 
return man and was a Pro Bowl alternate. 

Al Del Greco con- 
nected on 18 of 26 field- 
goal attempts and ap- 
pears to have solved the 
team’s perennial place- 
kicking woes. 


Cold-then-hot Redskins are tough to figure 


By VITO STELLINO 
Baltimore Sun 


ometimes when a team finishes 

hot, it inspires hope for the next 

season. In the case of the Washing- 
ton Redskins, though, it just makes fans 
scratch their heads and wonder. 

The Redskins failed to make the play- 
offs for the second straight year after 
thrashing Denver in Super Bowl XXII. 
They lost six of their first 11 games, in- 
cluding an embarrassing 13-3 home loss to 
lowly Dallas. But they came alive in late 
November and won their last five games 
to finish at 10-6. 

Are the Redskins on their way back? 
Last year’s strong finish was hard to 
gauge, especially since all five victories 
came over teams that had losing records. 
Washington beat only two teams (Phila- 
delphia and New Orleans) with winning 
records in 1989. 

“T know a lot of people say we haven't 
been beating winning teams,” Redskins 
Coach Joe Gibbs said. “Everybody else 
will have to evaluate that.” 

But even Gibbs admits he isn’t sure 
what to make of his 1990 team. “It's going 
to be a year of transition,” he said. “There 
are probably going to be a lot of changes. 
I think that kind of team is hard to get a 
handle on.” 

Gibbs made some major changes last 
November when Washington's running 
game fell apart. He eliminated his block- 
ing H-back and went with three wide re- 
ceivers, That change coincided with the 
team’s hot streak and the Redskins 


Strengths: The 
passing game. The 
Redskins led the league in 
passing yardage last year, WR 


Mark Rypien emerged as a bona 
fide NFL quarterback last season. 


—— EE —— EES — 


emerged as the National Football 
League's No. | passing team. 
Nevertheless, Gibbs is likely to go with 
a more balanced offense this season. The 
key is getting some mileage out of such 
veteran running backs as Gerald Riggs, 
Earnest Byner, James Wilder and Kelvin 


PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 


Monk Sanders Stanley 


thanks to Mark Rypien's devel- 
opment as a legitimate starting LT 
quarterback and the outstanding LG 


Lachey R. Brown 


McKenzie Grimm Adickes 


production of Art Monk, Gary Clark c 


Bostic Schlereth 


and Ricky Sanders, the best trio of RG 
wide receivers in the game. Washing- RT 


Elewonibi 
Jacoby 


Schlereth 
Simmons 


May 
R. Brown 


ton also has a deep, solid offensive 
line. TE 


Weaknesses: The Redskins’ running WR 


Brandes 
Howard 


Middleton 
Stanley 


Warren 
Clark 


attack Is guilty until proved innocent. QB 


Rypien Humphries Conklin 


Their pass defense also is suspect, RB 
largely because of a weak pass rush. H-B 
The club's top sack man, Charles 
Mann, tied for 24th in the league with 
9%, Dexter Manley had nine when he 
was suspended for drug use last No- Le 


Wilder 
J. Johnson 


Rigas Bryant 
Byner Orr 


DEFENSE 


Mann Mitz 


vember. LT 
Key to success: Gerald Riggs, ob- 
tained a year ago from Atlanta, was 


Wells 
Rayam 
Swoopes 


Geathers 
Hodge 
Stokes 


Rocker 
Grant 
Koch 


plagued with injuries most of the 1989 


Caldwell Coleman Bonner 


season. The Redskins need him to re- 
bound to carry their one-back offense. 
Sure sign of trouble: Monk, Clark and 


McArthur 
Gouveia 


Leverenz 
Collins 


Manusky 
Marshall 


Sanders starting every Sunday. That 


Green Mayhew 


means the running game is still sput- 
tering. 

That's a fact: Before winning their last 
five games in 1989, the Redskins had 
gone 12-15 in their 27 regular-season 
games since their triumph in Super 
Bowl XXiIl. 

The head coach says: “'If we can start P 
out this year the way we finished last 
year, we'll be all right.” PR 


B. Davis Mayhew W, Davis 


Walton Labbe 


Bowles. 


Vaughn 
Edwards 


SPECIALISTS 


K Lohmiller Mojsiejenko 


Mojsiejenko Lohmiller 


KR Howard Stanley Sanders 


Stanley Howard Green 
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Bryant. If they falter, though, wide receiv- 
ers Art Monk, Gary Clark and Ricky Sand- 
ers each should have a good shot at post- 
ing 1,000-yard seasons for the second 
consecutive year. 

Defensively, the Redskins’ main con- 
cern is improving a pass rush that was 
weakened last season when end Dexter 
Manley was banned from the NFL for re- 
peated violations of the league’s sub- 
stance abuse policy. 

Gibbs also is hoping for a healthier 


1990. Thirteen starters were injured at — 


various times last season, and only five 
players started all 16 games. 


COACHING 


Gibbs, whose trademark is an innova- 
tive offense, is one of the game's best 
coaches, Five of his nine Redskin teams 
have made the National Football Confer- 
ence playoffs, three advanced to the 
Super Bowl and two won it. Last season 
marked the first time that his teams 
missed the playoffs two years in a row. 

The only major concern about Gibbs is 
the possibility of burnout. The intense 
coach puts in long hours and often sleeps 
in his office during the season, 

Gibbs has a good staff of assistants, al- 
though Joe Bugel, who left to become 
head coach in Phoenix, will be missed. 
But Gibbs’ two new aides in 1990, Jim 
Hanifan and Rod Dowhower, are both for- 


mer NFL head coaches. Gibbs leaves the © 


defense to Richie Petitbon, who is noted 
for his complex schemes. 


OFFENSE 


QUARTERBACKS—After being benched 
for two games midway through last sea- 
son, Mark Rypien emerged as a bona fide 
NFL quarterback. He finished with 3,768 
yards passing and was named to the NFC 
Pro Bowl squad after San Francisco’s Joe 
Montana was scratched because of injury. 


Rypien isn't mobile and can look awk- 


ward at times, but he has a strong arm 
and reads defenses well. Although he has 
been around since 1986, he has started 
only 20 games and figures to improve. 

Stan Humphries, who has yet to start a 
regular-season game, is the top backup. 
He is smoother on his feet than Rypien, 
and some scouts say that he eventually 
may be a better quarterback. 

The third-stringer will be either former 
New York Giants backup Jeff Rutledge, 
one of 12 Plan B free agents the Redskins 
signed in the off-season, or rookie Cary 
Conklin, a fourth-round draft pick. 

RUNNING BACKS—The Redskins have 
plenty of big names at this position. The 
key is getting at least one of them to take 
charge so that Gibbs can restore balance 
to his offense. 

Riggs was supposed to be the big, 
strong back in the Redskins’ one-back of- 
fense last year, but he was plagued with 


injuries and Byner, who had been playing — 


H-back, became the starter by season’s 


Continued 
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COACHES 


Head coach—Joe Gibbs, 

Assistant coaches— 

Don Breaux (running backs). 

Jack Burns (quarterbacks), 

Bobby DePaul (administrative assistant). 

Rod Dowhower (offensive assistant /passing game). 
Jim Hanifan (offensive line), 

Larry Peccatiello (defensive coordinator). 
Richie Petitbon (assistant head coach/defense), 
Dan Riley (strength coach). 

Wayne Sevier (special teams), 

Warren Simmons (tight ends). 

Charley Taylor (offensive assistant/receivers). 
Emmitt Thomas (defensive backs). 

Torgy Torgeson (defensive line), 

Steve Wetzel (assistant strength coach). 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


1989 regular-season record: 10-6 (3rd in NFC 
East); 4-4 in division; 8-4 in conference; 4-4 at 
home; 6-2 on road. 

1989 playoff record: None. 

1989 team rankings: total offense, 2nd in NFC/ 
2nd in NFL; total defense, 5th/9th; rushing of- 
fense, 8th/14th; rushing defense, 2nd/2nd; passing 
offense, 1st/1st; passing defense, 9th/21st; scor- 
ing offense, T3rd/T5th; scoring defense, 6th/ 
13th; takeaways, 2nd/T3rd; giveaways, T9th/ 
T17th; turnover differential, 8th/T12th; sacks, 
T6th/T10th; sacks allowed, 1st/2nd. 

Gibbs’ regular-season record: 91-45 in nine 
seasons with Redskins. 

Gibbs’ postseason record: 11-3 in five playoffs 
with Redskins (2-1 in Super Bowls). 

Team record last five years: 50-29 (.633, ranks 
5th in league in that span). 


MISCELLANEOUS DATA 


Stadium foapeeny): Robert F, Kennedy Memo- 
rial Stadium (55,671), 

Ticket information: RFK Stadium, 2001 E. Capi- 
tol St., Washington, D.C. 20003; 202-546-2222. 
Bar et etnsmaton: Flagship station—WMAL, 


Training camp: Dickinson College, Carlisle, Pa. 
apens for rookies July 22; opens for veterans July 


Byner 


1989 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1990 roster only. 


1990 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 9—Phoenix 

Sept. 16—at San Francisco 
Sept. 23—Dallas 

Sept. 30—at Phoenix 

Oct. 7—Open date 

Oct. 14—New York Giants 
Oct. 21—Philadelphia 

Oct. 28—at New York Giants 
Nov. 4—at Detroit 

Noy. 12—at Philadelphia (Mon,) 
Nov. 18—New Orleans 

Nov. 22—at Dallas (Thur.) 
Dec. 2—Miami 

Dec. 9—Chicago 

Dec. 15—at New England 

Dec. 22—at Indianapolis (Sat.) 
Dec. 30—Buffalo 


1989 RESULTS 


Sept. 1L1—N.Y. Giants 24-27 
Sept. 17—Philadelphia 37-42 
Sept. 24—at Dallas 30- 7 
Oct. 1—at New Orleans 16-14 
Oct. 8—Phoenix 30-28 
Oct. 15—at N.Y. Giants 17-20 
Oct. 22—Tampa Bay 32-28 
Oct. 29—at L.A. Raiders 24-37 
Nov. 5—Dallas 3-13 
Nov. 12—at Philadelphia 10- 3 
Nov. 20—Denver 10-14 
Nov. 26—Chicago 38-14 
Dec. 3—at Phoenix 29-10 
Dec. 10—San Diego 26-21 
Dec. 17—at Atlanta 31-30 
Dec. 23—at Seattle 29- 0 


1989 LEADERS 


Scoring (kicking): Chip Lohmiller, 128 pts. 

(41/41 PATs, 29/40 FGs). 

Scoring (touchdowns): Earnest Byner, 54 pts. 

(7 rushing, 2 receiving); Gary Clark, 54 pts. (9 re- 

ceiving). 

Passing: Mark Rypien, 3,768 yds. (476 att,, 280 

comp., 58.8%, 22 TDs, 13 int.). 

Rushing: Gerald Riggs, 834 yds. (4.1 avg., 4 TDs). 

ne Art Monk, 86 (1,186 yds., 13.8 avg., 
s). 

Interceptions: A.J. Johnson, 4 (94 yds., 1 TD); 

Alvin Walton, 4 (58 yds., 1 TD); Brian Davis, 4 (40 

yds., 0 TDs). 

Tackles: Alvin Walton, 135 (79 solo, 56 assisted). 

Sacks: Charles Mann, 9% (71 yds.). 

Punting: Ralf Mojsiejenko, 43.0 avg. (62 punts, 

2,663 yds., 1 blocked). 

Punt returns: Joe Howard, 9.5 avg. (21 att., 200 

yds., 0 TDs). 

Kickoff returns: Joe Howard, 24.9 avg. (21 att., 

522 yds., 1 TD). 


Clark 


Coleman 


Dupard 


Howard 


Humphries 


A. Johnson 


Middleton 


Sanders 


Walton 


Warren 


Wilder 


+ kickoff return. 
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end. Byner, who can block and catch 
passes as well as run, wants to keep the 
job, but a healthy Riggs probably would 
require his return to H-back. If they pro- 
duce, Washington could have its best run- 
ning game since the days of John Riggins. 

The Redskins also hope to squeeze a 
year out of Wilder, who was signed as a 
Plan B player from Tampa Bay. Bryant 
should be available to help on third-down 
passing plays after missing all of last sea- 
son with a neck injury. 

RECEIVERS—This is the strongest posi- 
tion on the team. Monk, Sanders and 
Clark give the Redskins a threesome that 
is the envy of every team in the league. 

Monk, who has caught more passes 
than all but two players in league history, 
Clark and Sanders each surpassed 1,000 
receiving yards last year, marking just 
the second time a trio of season-long NFL 
teammates had done so. Gibbs was start- 
ing all three regularly by the end of the 
season, but he'll probably rotate them 
more in 1990 if the running game picks up. 

Walter Stanley, a Plan B signee from 
Detroit, and Joe Howard will give Gibbs a 
solid pair of backups and kick returners if 
he keeps five wide receivers, If not, Stan- 
ley is more likely to stick. 

The Redskins have good blockers at 
tight end with Don Warren and Ron Mid- 
dleton, who was signed as a Plan B player 
after being cut previously by the team. 

LINEMEN—Most lines couldn't survive 
the loss of three starters with knee in- 
juries, But when Russ Grimm, Joe Jacoby 
and Mark May went down last year, the 
Redskins simply reloaded. 

They didn’t miss a beat when they in- 
serted Raleigh McKenzie in Grimm’s left 
guard spot, rookie Mark Schlereth at right 
guard for May and Ed Simmons in Ja- 
coby's right tackle position. Those three 
combined with left tackle Jim Lachey, 
one of the best linemen in the business, 
and center Jeff Bostic to form a fine start- 
ing unit. 

In fact, that group played so well, allow- 
ing fewer sacks (21) than every team but 
Miami last year, that May, Jacoby and 
Grimm will have to win their jobs back. 
The first two have a chance, but Grimm's 
knee probably will limit him to part-time 
duty. 

Also competing for jobs will be Ray 
Brown, Plan B signee Mark Adickes (Kan- 
sas City) and rookie Mohammed Elewoni- 
bi, the 1989 Outland Trophy winner from 
Brigham Young. They help make the of- 
fensive line Washington’s deepest posi- 


tion. 
DEFENSE 

LINEMEN—The Redskins signed three 
Plan B defensive linemen—James 
Geathers and Pat Swoopes from New Or- 
leans and Milford Hodge from New Eng- 
land—to improve a pass rush that pro- 
duced only 40 sacks (tied for 10th in the 
league) a year ago. 

The line became a trouble spot last sea- 
son when Manley was suspended and 
Markus Koch injured his knee, leaving a 
third-stringer, Fred Stokes, as the starting 
right end. The unit had no depth, but the 
addition of Geathers, Swoopes and Hodge 


solves that problem. 

Koch should be healthy enough to re- 
claim his starting job from Stokes. He'll 
work opposite Pro Bowl left end Charles 
Mann, a good pass rusher who led the 
team with 9!4 sacks. The tackles are solid 
with Darryl Grant on the right side and 
Tracy Rocker, who started 10 games and 
played well as a rookie last season, on the 
left. 


LINEBACKERS—The Redskins have a 
major hole at middle linebacker now that 
Neal Olkewicz has retired. 

Third-year man Greg Manusky will 
open training camp as his replacement, 
but he’s unproven, Either Kevin McArth- 
ur, a Plan B acquisition from the New 
York Jets, or Kurt Gouveia could wind up 
with the job. 

At the outside slots, Wilber Marshall 
and Ravin Caldwell are the returning 
starters. Marshall is a solid player, but he 
has yet to be the dominant force the Red- 
skins had expected when they signed him 
as a free agent from Chicago in 1988. He 
had just four sacks last year. Caldwell 
plays well against the run but often gives 
way to veteran Monte Coleman on pass- 
ing downs. Andre Collins, Washington's 
top draft pick from Penn State, also fig- 
ures to help in that role. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS—The key man in 
the secondary is left cornerback Darrell 
Green, who always matches up against 
the opposing team’s best receiver. Green 
was sidelined after seven games last year 
with a broken wrist but has made a com- 
plete recovery. His return is important to 
a unit that was inconsistent a year ago. 

The right cornerback will be either 
Brian Davis, who was benched for incon- 
sistent play last season, or Martin May- 
hew, who started seven games as a 1989 
rookie. A.J. Johnson had been penciled in 
as the starter, but he’s likely to miss the 
season after undergoing knee surgery. 

The returning safeties are Alvin Walton 
and Todd Bowles. Walton is a big hitter at 
strong safety who needs to improve his 
pass coverage. The Redskins want free 
safety Bowles to get more interceptions 
after picking off only three passes last 
year, Plan B signee Brad Edwards (Min- 
nesota) could have Bowles looking over 
his shoulder. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


This area improved in 1989 with the re- 
turn to Washington of assistant Wayne Se- 
vier, who had coached in San Diego the 
two previous years, and it could be even 
better in 1990. 

The Redskins have two of the game’s 
most reliable kickers in Chip Lohmiller 
and Ralf Mojsiejenko. Lohmiller finished 
second in the league in scoring with 128 
points, while Mojsiejenko averaged an im- 
pressive 43 yards per punt, 

Howard finished among the league’s 
top 10 in both punt and kickoff returns in 
1989, but Stanley, who 
led the NFL in punt re- 
turns (13.8-yard aver- 
age) for Detroit, will as- 
sume that responsibility 
for the Redskins. 


QUARTERBACKS 
Conklin, Gary 
Humphries, Stan 
Rutledge, Jeff 
Rypien, Mark 


RUNNING BACKS 
Branch, Reggie 
Brown, Tom 
Bryant, Kelvin 
Byner, Earnest 
Dupard, Reggie 
Mitchell, Brian 
Riggs, Gerald 
Wilder, James 


RECEIVERS 
Brandes, John (TE) 
Clark, Gary 

Hobbs, Stephen 
Howard, Joe 
Johnson, Jimmie (TE) 
Lockett, Charles 
Middleton, Ron (TE) 
Monk, Art 

Orr, Terry (TE) 
Sanders, Ricky 
Stanley, Walter (KR) 
Tice, Mike (TE) 
Warren, Don (TE) 
Whisenhunt, Ken (TE) 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Adickes, Mark (G) 
Bostic, Jeff (C) 

Brown, Ray (T) 
Elewonibi, Mohammed (G) 
Grimm, Russ (G) 
Harbour, Dave (C) 
Jacoby, Joe (T) 

Lachey, Jim (T) 

May, Mark (G/T) 
McKenzie, Raleigh (C/G) 
Moxley, Tim (G) 
Schlereth, Mark (G) 
Simmons, Ed (T) 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Andrews, Romel 
Geathers, James (E) 
Grant, Darryl (T) 
Hodge, Milford 
Koch, Markus (E) 
Mann, Charles (E) 
Mitz, Alonzo (DE) 
Rayam, Thomas (E) 
Rocker, Tracy (T) 
Stokes, Fred (E) 
Swoopes, Pat (T) 
Wells, Kent (T) 


LINEBACKERS 
Bonner, Brian 
Caldwell, Ravin 
Coleman, Monte 
Collins, Andre 
Gouveia, Kurt 
Leverenz, Jon 
Manusky, Greg 
Marshall, Wilber 
McArthur, Kevin 
Wolfolk, Kevin 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Bowles, Todd (S) 
Davis, Brian (CB) 
Davis, Wayne (CB) 
Edwards, Brad (S) 
Francisco, D‘Juan (CB) 
Green, Darrell (CB) 
Johnson, A.J. (CB) 
Labbe, Rico (S) 
Mayhew, Martin (CB) 
Vaughn, Clarence (S) 
Walton, Alvin (S) 
SPECIALISTS 
Lohmiller, Chip (KK) 
Mojsiejenko, Ralf (P) 


6-0/202 
6-0/180 


6-3/213 
6-2/212 


OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP 


Tim Adams, DL; Marcus Cherry, WR; Dan Crossman, 
Byron Forsythe, C} Doug Glaser, OT; Derrick Richey, CB; George Searcy, 


DB; Percy Waddle, WR. 


*Not with Washington in 1989, 


1990 WASHINGTON REDSKINS ROSTER 


NFL 

Exp. College 

R Washington 

2 Northeast Louisiana 
12 Alabama 

4 Washington State 


East Carolina 
Pittsburgh 

North Carolina 

East Carolina 
Southern Methodist 


Arizona State 
Missouri 


rPoDnuUTSNo 


o 


Cameron (Okla,) 
James Madison 
North Alabama 
Notre Dame 
Howard 
Long Beach State 
Auburn 
1 = Syracuse 
Texas 
SW Texas State 
Mesa (Colo.) 
Maryland 
San Diego State 
Georgia Tech 


WEE CUM UWNMOe ob 
No 


Baylor 

Clemson 
Arkansas State 
Brigham Young 
Pittsburgh 
Illinois 
Louisville 

Ohio State 
Pittsburgh 
Tennessee 

Ohio State 
Idaho 

Eastern Washington 


(=) 


BOR We ae uU 
o oO 


o 


Tennessee-Martin 
Wichita State 
Rice 

Washington State 
Boise State 
Nevada-Reno 
Florida 

Alabama 

Auburn 

Georgia Southern 
Mississippi State 
Nebraska 


o 


Minnesota 
Arkansas 
Central Arkansas 
Penn State 
Brigham Young 
Minnesota 
Colgate 

Florida 

Lamar 

Portland State 


RBM DwWwANBUOVUUH SD Snowao 


nN 


Temple 
Nebraska 
Indiana State 
South Carolina 
Notre Dane 
Texas A&I 

SW Texas State 
Boston College 
Florida State 
Northern Illinois 
Kansas 


Minnesota 
Michigan State 


ow UPNMANMADWefu DWUnswwaLew 


+includes totals with both Washington and another NFL team in 1989, 


Canadian Football League. 


Key Lo abbreviations on page 160. 


DID YOU KNOW... 


Southwestern Louisiana 


How ‘89 Games 
acq. GP/GS 
D4a/90 = 
D6/88 2/0 
UFA/90 = *1/0 
D6/86 14/14 
FA/86 *10/0 
UFA/90 = *9/7 
D7/86 IR 
Tr./89 16/13 
FA/89 14/2 
D5/90 — 
Tr./89 12/7 
UFA/90 °15/4 
UFA/90 *16/0 
FA/85 15/12 
UFA/89 IR 
FA/89 15/0 
D12a/89 16/0 
FA/90 0/0 
UFA/9 *9/0 
D1/80 16/12 
010/85 16/1 
Tr./86 16/12 
UFA/90 °14/12 
UFA/89 16/5 
04/79 =: 15/15 
UFA/89 IR 
UFA/90 "16/11 
FA/80 16/16 
UFA/89 7/0 
03/90 = 
03/81 12/9 
OFA/88 16/0 
OFA/81 10/10 
Tr./88 14/14 
01/81 9/9 
011/85 15/8 
09/90 - 
D10/89 6/6 
D6b/87 16/8 
FA/90 °¢18 
UFA/90 °15/15 
09/81 16/16 
UFA/90 *16/1 
02a/85 10/7 
D3/83 16/16 
FA/90 12/3 
D10b/90 = 
D3/89 16/10 
UFA/89 6/5 
UFA/90 "15/0 
D6/90 — 
FA/88 6/0 
05/86 15/13 
011/79 + 15/3 
D2/90 — 
08/86 15/1 
011/90 = 
OFA/88 16/7 
VFA/88 16/16 
UFA/90 =—-°9/1 
FA/90 ES 
OFA/86 16/16 
D2a/87 15/9 
FA/89 8/0 
UFA/90 = °9/1 
D10a/90 = 
01/83 7/7 
D6/89 16/8 
D4b/90 coal 
UFA/89 =: 16/7 
08/87 16/4 
D3/86 13/12 
D2/88 16/0 
Tr./89 16/0 


DB; Chris Dunn, LB; John Durden, OT; Jay Fagan, G; 
RB; Paul Smith, WR; Larry Vladic, 


-.. that 1990 will mark the 25th consecttive season that the Redskins have sold out every game at Robert 


F. Kennedy Memorial Stadium? 
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Even after 6-10 flop, Bears aren't starting over 


By DAN POMPEI 
Chicago Sun-Times 


)rom 12-4 in 1988 to 6-10 last season 

—somehow, expectations haven't 

nose-dived with production in Chi- 
cago. 

The Pears, mindful that fewer than 20 
members remain from the 1985 jugger- 
naut that lost one game en route to a 
Super Bowl title, quickly point out that 
many of the players who had the greatest 
impact still are wearing navy blue and or- 
ange. 

Defensive linemen Dan Hampton, Steve 
McMichael and Richard Dent haven't left. 
Nor has linebacker Mike Singletary. The 
starting offensive line is intact. And Coach 
Mike Ditka still calls the shots. 

“The nucleus is still here,” Ditka said. 
“There's still a lot of quality and charac- 
ter on this football club that plays very 
hard, tries to win and believes we can 
win.” 

If Ditka can sell confidence as well as 
he hawks cars, credit cards and pork 
chops, the Bears could be Super Bowl- 
bound. But he’s also selling in one of the 
National Football Conference's up-and- 
coming competitive markets—the Central 
Division. 

“In our case, it’s really not starting 
over,” Ditka explained. “It’s reaffirming 
the things we can do.” 

Could winning the division be one of 
them? 

“There’s going to be hell for everybody 
else to pay,” Hampton said. “The Bears 
are coming back.” 


Strengths: Running 

back Neal Anderson 
and a veteran offensive 
line give the Bears one of the 


Coach Mike Ditka pledges to maintain a positive attitude in 1990. 


COACHING 


The same coach who was awarded sev- 
eral Coach of the Year honors in 1988 
gave himself a failing grade in 1989. 


PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 


Davis 


Kozlowski 


league's best ground attacks. 
Middle linebacker Mike Single- 
tary's leadership and inspiration are 
unsurpassed. 
Weaknesses: Again, the Bears lack a 
clear-cut starting quarterback and, 
consequently, leadership on offense. 
The defense didn't pressure quarter- 
backs or contain runners in 1989. Im- R 
provement in the secondary is a must. QB 
Key to success: The defense must B 
make the big plays instead of surren- Fi 
dering them. Tackles Dan Hampton 
and Steve McMichael must be healthy, 
happy and productive. Confidence LE 
must be restored. 
Sure sign of trouble: Veins showing in LT 


Covert 
Bortz 


Thayer 


Wojciechowski 
Becker 


Hilgenberg Fontenot 


Fontenot 


Van Horne 


Thornton 


Morris 
Harbaugh 


N. Anderson 


Muster 


DEFENSE 


Armstron 
McMichael 


Dyko 
Boso 
Gentr 
Tomezak 
Green 
Chaffey 


Hampton 


Perry Washington 


Mike Ditka’s neck. Ditka must keep his T 
cool, especially with so many young 


Hampton 
Dent 


Perry Ryan 


Hampton 


players on the Bears’ roster. 


Rivera 


Pruitt Johnson 


That’s a fact: The Bears were 4-0 with 
Hampton in the lineup and 2-10 with- 
out him. 

The head coach says: ‘'! believe 


Jones 
Roper 
Stinson 


everything is based on your attitude 
and how you perceive yourself. If you ss 
perceive yourself as a losing team, FS 
you're going to be a losing team. | 
don't think our guys have that prob- 
lem." 


Jackson 
Gayle 
Carrier 


SPECIALISTS 


Butler 


Stinson 
Duerson 
Paul 


McMichael 


Buford 


Butler 


KR 


Gentry 
Green 


Kozlowski 
Moss 
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Ditka’s blunt honesty undoubtedly con- 
tributed to the Bears’ loss of confidence 
and subsequent collapse last season. 
Twice during the course of the year, he 
said he doubted his team could win again. 
Once, with four games remaining, he was 
right. 

Ditka pledged to maintain a positive at- 
titude in 1990. He is entering the final year 
of his contract, but doesn’t see himself in 
a lame duck situation—he figures players 
are worried more about their contracts 
than his. Moreover, team President Mi- 
chael McCaskey has said Ditka is still the 
right man to run his team. 


OFFENSE 


QUARTERBACKS—They wouldn't be the 
Bears if they had a clear-cut starting 
quarterback entering the season. Neither 
Mike Tomezak nor Jim Harbaugh distin- 
guished himself last year in the wake of 
Jim McMahon’s departure. 

Tomcezak could meet the challenge if he 
stays healthy. He started fast last season, 
but a shoulder injury knocked him off his 
game and out of the starting job by mid- 
season. 

Chicago may have no choice but to 
learn whether its 1987 first-round draft in- 
vestment in Harbaugh was justified. 
Given his first real exposure last season, 
Harbaugh played like the inexperienced 
quarterback he is, but also completed 62.4 
percent of his throws. His goal in camp is 
to show he understands the pro game 
overall and the Bears’ system specifically. 

Ditka admitted one quarterback is 
ahead in his mind. If it’s Harbaugh, he can 


expect a stiff challenge from Tomczak, 
who always has sparkled in training camp 
and the preseason. 

The Bears plan to bring along 1990 
draftee Peter Tom Willis with an eye to- 
ward the future. 

RUNNING BACKS—Get-well cards, flow- 
ers, prayers—you can bet fullback Brad 
Muster received plenty as he recuperated 
from off-season back surgery. Behind him, 
the Bears don’t have another fullback 
who has played a pro down. Matt Suhey 
retired after a decade with Chicago, leav- 
ing Bryan Bero and rookie Pat Chaffey as 
backups. 

At halfback, the Bears believe Neal An- 
derson is the best running/receiving 
threat in the National Football League. 
They rewarded him with a rich four-year 
contract following his second straight Pro 
Bowl season in 1989, when he ranked as 
the NFC’s No. 2 rusher with 1,275 yards 
and topped the team in receptions and 
touchdowns, 

There is young talent in the wings. Sec- 
ond-year man Mark Green takes over as 
the backup now that Thomas Sanders 
took a Plan B exit to San Diego. Don’t 
overlook rookies James Rouse and John- 
ny Bailey, two of the Bears’ best picks in 
the draft. 

RECEIVERS—Chicago wants to spread 
out the offense and create more opportun- 
ities for Wendell Davis and Ron Morris. 
They moved to ensure the latter by clear- 
ing out discontented Dennis McKinnon, 


The Bears believe halfback Neal Anderson is the best running/receiving 


threat in the league. 


leaving him unprotected in Plan B. 

Ditka believes the Davis-Morris duo can 
be as good as any receiving tandem in the 
league. They’ll play every down in 1990 
instead of alternating with backups by se- 
ries. When Chicago opts for three- and 
four-receiver sets, big-play threat Dennis 
Gentry and gritty Glen Kozlowski will line 
up. 


For depth, the Bears will choose be- 
tween Tom Waddle, who impressed with 
his hands last season on the developmen- 
tal team, draftee Tony Moss and retread 
Keith Ortego, a member of the Super 
Bow! Bears who last played NFL football 
in 1987. 


Continued 


The Chicago Bears are ready 
for the season... are you? 


Take advantage of this free offer and you will be. 


Yes, the Bears are ready ... ready to challenge the NFC Central Division 
opponents for the title and the entire NFL in their drive to another world 

championship . . . and we can 
promise you an inside the 
huddle view as they they take 
the field. We all know the 
"Mighty Bears" slid back a 
notch last year, but many poll- 
sters pick them to regain their 
form and move back to the 
top of the NFC Central Divi- 
sion. 


We here at BEAR REPORT, 
know how the coaching and 
scouting staff have been pre- 
paring during the offseason, 
dedicating themselves to re- 
turn this team to the dominant 
form that gripped the division 
for most of the '80's .. . so 
when this team steps on the 
field for the '90's it's guaran- 
teed distruction for those 
opponents on the schedule. 


BEAR REPORT is noted as 
one of the finest NFL team tabloids published today and we would like to 
prove it to you. 


Sign up for asubscription TODAY and we will send you TWO FREE issues 
proving we can cover the Bears and the NFL like an all-pro secondary, 
bringing you exclusive inside information. Start enjoying the excitement 
now before the season begins by being the best informed Bears fan around. 


FREE INTRODUCTORY BONUS OFFER 
Accept your first two issues absolutely FREE at no obligation. Subscribe 
today and we will enter your name as a subscriber for 26 more issues, that's 
28 in all, at the low, low price of $24.95. That's a savings of more than $25 
off the regular newsstand price. 
YOUR GUARANTEE 

Examine your FREE issues carefully. If they don't deliver what we 
promised, simply write us and we will refund the subscription price, Or if 
you asked to be "Billed Later,” just write cancel on the invoice we mail you 
.. either way, you keep the TWO FREE ISSUES. 


Yea! Send Me Two FreeIsaucs | 


Sign me up to BEAR REPORT for 26 issues ... and send me my 
TWO FREE COPIES. 

T understand I may cancel by simply writing "Cancel" on the 
invoice, and I can keep the TWO FREE ISSUES. I will receive 28 issues 
inall. ONE YEAR, 28 ISSUES $24.95. 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| MAIL TO: BEAR REPORT 
| 112 Market Street, Sun Prairie, WI 53590 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

CO) Payment Enclosed CIBill Me Later [Charge My CreditCard | 
O MasterCard LIVISA l 
| 

| 

| 

| 


Card # Exp.Date_ 
NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP 


RENEWAL PLEASE WRITE IN ACCOUNT NUMBER 
Account# 
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COACHES 


Head coach—WMike Ditka. 

Assistant coaches— 

Steve Kazor (special teams/tight ends). 
Greg Landry (offensive coordinator). 
Jim LaRue (research and quality control). 
John Levra (defensive line). 

Dave McGinnis (linebackers). 

Vic Rapp (wide receivers). 

Johnny Roland (running backs). 

Dick Stanfel (offensive line). 

Vince Tobin (defensive coordinator). 
Zaven Yaralian (defensive backs). 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


1989 regular-season record: 6-10 (4th in NFC 
Central); 2-6 in division; 4-8 in conference; 4-4 at 
home; 2-6 on road. 

1989 playoff record: None. 

1989 team rankings: total offense, 5th in NFC/ 
10th in NFL; total defense, 12th/25th; rushing of- 
fense, 1st/2nd; rushing defense, 9th/15th; passing 
offense, 11th/19th; passing defense, 11th/24th; 
scoring offense, 6th/10th; scoring defense, 
T10th/T20th; takeaways, 6th/T8th; giveaways, 
T1l1th/T25th; turnover differential, 11th/19th; 
sacks, T8th/T12th; sacks allowed, 2nd/T4th. 
Ditka’s regular-season record: 77-41 in eight 
seasons with Bears. 

Ditka’s postseason record: 5-4 in five playoffs 
with Bears (1-0 in Super Bowl). 

Team record last five years: 58-21 (.734, ranks 
1st in league in that span). 


MISCELLANEOUS DATA 


Stadium (capacity): Soldier Field (66,949). 
Ticket information: Chicago Bears Ticket Office, 
pa Jackson Blvd., Chicago, IL 60604; 312-663- 


fen information: Flagship station—WGN, 720 
Training camp: University of Wisconsin-Platte- 


ville, Platteville, Wis.; 608-342-1201. Opens for 
rookies and veterans July 26. 


1990 SCHEDULE 


9—Seattle 
16—at Green Bay 
. 23—Minnesota 
. 30—at Los Angeles Raiders 
7—Green Bay 
14—Los Angeles Rams 
21—Open date 
28—at Phoenix 
4—at Tampa Bay 
11—Atlanta 
18—at Denver 
25—at Minnesota 
2—Detroit 
9—at Washington 
16—at Detroit 
23—Tampa Bay 
29—Kansas City (Sat,) 


1989 RESULTS 


. 10—Cincinnati 
. 17—Minnesota 
. 24—at Detroit 
2—Philadelphia 
8—at Tampa Bay 
15—Houston 
23—at Cleveland 
29—L.A. Rams 
5—at Green Bay 
12—at Pittsburgh 
19—Tampa Bay 
26—at Washington 
3—at Minnesota 
10—Detroit 
17—Green Bay 
24—at San Francisco 


1989 LEADERS 


Scoring (kicking): Kevin Butler, 88 pts. (43/45 

PATs, 15/19 FGs). 

Scoring (touchdowns): Neal Anderson, 90 pts. 

(11 rushing, 4 receiving). 

Passing: Mike Tomczak, 2,058 yds. (306 att., 

156 comp., 51%, 16 TDs, 16 int.). 

real he Neal Anderson, 1,275 yds. (4.7 avg., 11 
s 


Receptions: Neal Anderson, 50 (434 yds., 8.7 
avg., 4 TDs). 

Interceptions: Lemuel Stinson, 4 (59 yds., 1 TD). 
Tackles: Mike Singletary, 151 (79 solo, 72 assist- 


ed). 

Sacks: Richard Dent, 9 (64 yds. ). 

Punting: Maury Buford, 39.5 avg. (72 punts, 
2,844 yds., 0 blocked). 

Punt returns: Mark Green, 8.8 avg. (16 att., 141 
yds., 0 TDs). 

Kickoff returns: Dennis Gentry, 23.8 avg. (28 
att., 667 yds., 0 TDs). 


1989 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1990 roster only. 
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Harbaugh 


Morris 


Muster 
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Stinson 


Thornton = 
Tomezak 
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Defensive end Richard Dent be- 
came the Bears’ all-time sack lead- 
erin 1989, 


The tight ends also will cease alternat- 
ing, with James Thornton taking over. 
The Bears are counting on the accom- 
plished body-mover to fulfill the receiving 
potential he showed at the start of last 
season. Cap Boso is a capable reserve. 

LINEMEN—Youth could crack the start- 
ing five for the first time since guard Tom 
Thayer stepped into the 1985 lineup. 
Guard/center Jerry Fontenot and tackle 
Chris Dyko will be watched closely after 
impressing coaches as rookies last sea- 
son. 

Beating out the veterans won't be auto- 
matic, however. Tackles Jim Covert and 
Keith Van Horne, guards Mark Bortz and 
Thayer and center Jay Hilgenberg are 
still clicking together. Behind them, there 
is more experience in Kurt Becker and 
John Wojciechowski. 


DEFENSE 


LINEMEN—For all of the “ifs,” the front 
line has the potential to be the Bears’ 
most efficient unit. 

The nearest thing to a certainty is Dent, 
who became the club’s all-time sack lead- 
er in 1989 but needs to lose weight and 
regain quickness, according to Ditka. 
Starting left end Trace Armstrong didn’t 
disappoint as a rookie, but more improve- 
ment is expected. 

There are concerns about the three 
tackles who have been producers. Wil- 
liam Perry is still trying to overcome his 
chronic weight problem. Hampton, after 
undergoing his 10th career knee surgery 
last year, will try to get another season 
out of his 33-year-old joints and become 
the second Bear (next to Sid Luckman) to 
play in three: decades. The only hurdle 
McMichael must overcome is contractual. 
The Bears’ most valuable defender last 


season wants a renegotiation. 

Faced with that triple uncertainty, the 
Bears drafted a pair of tackles, Fred 
Washington in the second round and Tim 
Ryan in the third. Veteran backup Dick 
Chapura also is available. 

LINEBACKERS—At age 31 and with 
seven straight Pro Bowls behind him, 
Singletary still is performing at a remark- 
able level. The Bears’ leading tackler last 
year, he has considered making this sea- 
son his last, but his ability probably won't 
let him retire. 

Consistent Ron Rivera has been start- 
ing on Singletary’s left side since the end 
of the 1987 season, but a tug of war could 
be waged for the job on the right between 
John Roper, Jim Morrissey and rookie 
Ron Cox. 

Roper, the starter at the end of 1989, 
showed he can make the big play but not 
all the routine ones. Morrissey had played 
splendidly at the position until a lacerated 
kidney ended his season in October. If Cox 
can find the quarterback as often as he 
did at Fresno State, the Bears will find 
their second-round draft pick a place on 
the field. Ditka is looking for more impact 
from this group, and Cox could provide it, 
perhaps in a nickel role. 

A trio of third-year backups, Dante 
Jones, Mickey Pruitt and Troy Johnson, 
know it’s time to start producing. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS—The Bears’ pass de- 
fense ranked 24th in the league in 1989. 
That’s all the reason they needed to make 
Mark Carrier their first pick in the 1990 
draft. 

In Carrier, the 1989 Jim Thorpe Award 
winner as college football's top defensive 
back, the Bears believe they have a safety 
who can shake up receivers and make 
teams think twice about throwing over 
the middle. 

With the rookie tabbed as the starting 
free safety, Shaun Gayle is out of a job if 
he doesn’t replace strong safety Dave 
Duerson. That position is flooded with 
other candidates, notably David Tate, 
Markus Paul and Maurice Douglass. 

The cornerbacks are expected to be 
better because of experience. A full train- 
ing camp and an injury-free season could 
make Donnell Woolford one of the 
league’s elite. The other starter, Vestee 
Jackson, is looking to rebound from an un- 
even season. 

The backups include Lemuel Stinson, 
who is coming off knee surgery, and rook- 
ie John Mangum. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Place-kicker Kevin Butler is 21 field 
goals shy of becoming the Bears’ all-time 
leader. Last season, he had only 19 at- 
tempts. The other half of the kicking 
game, punter Maury Buford, will be chal- 
lenged in camp by free agent Kent Sulli- 
van. 

On the return teams, Chicago must find 
a kick returner to pair 
with Gentry, a punt re- 
turner besides Green 
and bigger, faster 
bodies for blocking and 
coverage. 


QUARTERBACKS 
Harbaugh, Jim 
Tomezak, Mike 
Willis, Peter Tom 


RUNNING BACKS 
Anderson, Neal 
Bailey, Johnny 
Chaffey, Pat (FB) 
Green, Mark 

Muster, Brad (FB) 
Rouse, James 
Taylor, Brian 
Williams, Scott (FB) 
RECEIVERS 

Boso, Cap (TE) 
Davis, Wendell 
Gentry, Dennis 
Kozlowski, Glen 
Morris, Ron 

Moss, Tony 

Ortego, Keith 
Thornton, James (TE) 
Waddle, Tom 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 


Anderson, Bill (C/G) 
Becker, Kurt (G) 
Bortz, Mark (G) 
Covert, Jim (T) 
Dyko, Chris (T) 
Fontenot, Jerry (G) 
Hilgenberg, Jay (C) 
Matusz, Roman (T) 
Thayer, Tom (G) 
Van Horne, Keith (T) 


Wojciechowski, John (G) 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 


Armstrong, Trace (E) 
Chapura, Dick (T) 
Dent, Richard (E) 
Hampton, Dan (T) 
McMichael, Steve (T) 
Perry, William (T) 
Price, Terry (E) 
Ryan, Tim (T) 
Washington, Fred (T) 
White, Brent (E/T) 
LINEBACKERS 
Cox, Ron 

Hyche, Steve 
Johnson, Troy 

Jones, Dante 
Morrissey, Jim 
Pruitt, Mickey 
Rivera, Ron 

Roper, John 
Singletary, Mike 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Carrier, Mark (S) 
Cooney, Anthony (CB) 
Douglass, Maurice 
Ouerson, Dave (S) 
Gayle, Shaun (S) 
Jackson, Vestee (CB) 
Mangum, John (CB) 
Paul, Markus (S) 
Stinson, Lemuel 
Tate, David 
Woolford, Donnell 
SPECIALISTS 
Buford, Maury (P) 
Butler, Kevin (K) 


1990 CHICAGO BEARS ROSTER 
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6-0/198 
6-1/204 


OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP 
Alex Armenteros, 5; Bryan Bero, FB; Bruce Brineman, G; James Coley, TE; Steve Elmlinger, WR} Steve Fumi, 
TE; Ted Hennings, DT; Sloan Hood, FB; Allen Koch, G; James Lott, DB; Rod Manning, LB; Tim Marconi, OT; 
James Moses, DB; Keith Pontiflet, CB; Thane Richie, TE; Chris Roscoe, WR; Glenell Sanders, LB; Quintin 
Smith, WR; Loranzo Square, LB; Kent Sullivan, P; Ray Tarasi, K; Steve Thompson, LB; Cedric Tillman, WR; 


Henry Tuten, WR; David Westbrooks, DE; Steve Williams, WR. 


*Not with Chicago in 1989. 
tIncludes totals with both Chicago and another NFL team in 1989. 
Key to abbreviations on page 160, 
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Born 
12-23-64 
10-23-62 
1-4-67 


8-14-64 
3-17-67 
4-19-67 
3-22-67 
4-11-65 
12-18-66 
10-1-67 
7-21-62 


NFL 
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College 
Michigan 
Ohio State 
Florida State 


Florida 
Texas A&I 
Oregon State 
Notre Dame 
Stanford 
Arkansas 
Oregon State 
Georgia 


Illinois 

Louisiana State 
Baylor 

Brigham Young 
Southern Methodist 
Louisiana State 
McNeese State 
Cal. St. Fullerton 
Boston College 


lowa 

Michigan 

Towa 

Pittsburgh 
Washington State 
Texas A&M 

Towa 

Pittsburgh 

Notre Dame 
Southern California 
Michigan State 


Florida 

Missouri 

Tennessee State 
Arkansas 

Texas 

Clemson 

Texas A&M 
Southern California 
Texas Christian 
Michigan 


Fresno State 
Livingston 
Oklahoma 
Oklahoma 
Michigan State 
Colorado 
California 
Texas A&M 
Baylor 


Southern California 
Arkansas 
Kentucky 
Notre Dame 
Ohio State 
Washington 
Alabama 
Syracuse 
Texas Tech 
Colorado 
Clemson 


Texas Tech 
Georgia 


DID YOU KNOW... 


... that Chicago dropped from second in total defense in 1988 to 25th last season? The 1989 Bears used 
23 different starters on defense and gave up 35 plays of 20 yards or more. 


How ‘89 


D1b/89 
D10/87 


D11a/90 
D2b/90 


08/88 
D1a/89 


W/89 
D4/85 


Games 
GP/GS 


16/16 


10/0 
16/16 


16/0 
12/0 
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When Barry doesn’t carry, Lions will Ware it out 


By TOM KOWALSKI 
Oakland Press 


he Packers did for the Lions in 1989 

what the Blazers did for the Bulls in 

the 1984 National Basketball Asso- 
ciation draft. 

Drafting second that season, Portland 
opted for Sam Bowie and allowed Chicago 
to bag Michael Jordan with the following 
pick. In last year’s National Football 
League draft, Green Bay selected Tony 
Mandarich second overall, letting Barry 
Sanders slide to the Lions at No. 3. 

The rest is history—or misery, depend- 
ing on your zip code. 

While Mandarich struggled to find play- 
ing time in 1989, Sanders struggled to find 
room in his trophy case. The Detroit rook- 
ie was the National Football’Conference 
rushing champion and a Pro Bow! starter. 
He set franchise rushing records with 
1,470 yards and 14 touchdowns. 

Over the course of the Lions’ season- 
ending five-game winning streak, Sanders 
ran for 599 yards and seven touchdowns. 

“It got to the point where the defensive 
linemen would stand up and wait to see if 
Barry was getting the ball. They made 
sure he wasn’t getting it before they 
rushed the quarterback," Coach Wayne 
Fontes said. ‘“‘He’s an explosive runner. 
He left some pretty good linebackers 
grabbing at nothing but air.” 

Look for footballs to fill the air in 1990. 
To balance Detroit's attack, which ranked 
26th in the league in passing yardage in 
1989, the “silver stretch” offense will 
throw deep in a blink with strong-armed 


The Lions’ coaching staff has no qualms about making strong-armed No, 1 
draftee Andre Ware the starter at quarterback. 


= 


No. 1 draftee Andre Ware at the helm. 

“We'll have more receivers open,” of- 
fensive assistant Mouse Davis said. “Last 
year, we had guys open but our quarter- 
backs weren't sure they could get it there, 
so they looked elsewhere. Andre can get 
it there.” 


Strengths: Barry 
Sanders with the foot- 
ball. The second-year 
running back will get his car- 
ries and be a dangerous receiv- 
ing threat out of the backfield. The 
coaching staff believes Sanders can 
have a 1,000- 1,000 season, 
Weaknesses: With a limited pass rush 
up front, the Lions need to blitz more 
than they'd like, exposing their de- 
fense. 
Key to success: Sanders will amass 
the yards, but the development of 
rookie quarterback Andre Ware is vital 
for a balanced attack. 
Sure sign of trouble; Struggling rook- 
ies, especially on the defensive line. If 
the kids don't come through, the Lions 
won't field many punts. 
That’s a fact: The Lions are rebuilding. 
Only 20 players from the club's 1988 
team remained on the roster entering 
1990. 
The head coach says: "| hope our fans 
don't expect too much out of us this 
season. We're getting better, but we're 
still a year or two away. We have to 
build this team correctly and it takes 
time.” 
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PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

WR _ Greer Ford Gray 

WR _ Johnson Phillips Campbell 

LT L. Brown E. Sanders 
LG Andolsek Dallafior 

c Glover Wilson 

RG Utley Dallafior 
RT Salem E. Sanders 


WR ___ Matthews Campbell 
WR Clark B. Williams Gray 


QB Ware Peete Gagliano 
RB B. Sanders Painter Warnsley 


DEFENSE 

LE Spindler E. Williams 
NT Ball Pete 
RE Owens Ferguson Spindler 
OLB Cofer Jamison Hinckley 
(LB Spielman Caston Jones 
ILB__ Gibson Jones Caston 
OLB J. Williams Jamison Noga 
LCB Taylor Alexander Crockett 
RCB Judson Crockett Oldham 
ss White J. Miller 

FS Blades J. Miller 


SPECIALISTS 
K Murray 

P Arnold 

KR Gray 


Wilson 


Wilson 


Owens 


B. Sanders 
Crockett 


Campbell 
PR Campbell Gray 
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COACHING 


Fontes has been making the right per- 
sonnel moves, although some of the deci- 
sions haven't always been popular. When 
the sentiment favored a trade for disgrun- 
tled linebacker Jimmy Williams, Fontes 
didn’t listen. Williams wound up having 
his best year in 1989. 

When some members of the front office 
advised against drafting quarterback 
Rodney Peete in the sixth round last year, 
Fontes took him anyway. It was also 
Fontes’ call to draft Ware in the first 
round this season while others in the orga- 
nization urged defensive help. 

Beginning his second season with the 
Lions, Fontes has assembled an excellent 
supporting staff. Who better to teach the 
run-and-shoot offense than two of its long- 
time practitioners, Davis and June Jones? 
Frank Gansz has molded the special 
teams into a terror, and defensive coordi- 
nator Woody Widenhofer highlights his 
resume with four Super Bow! rings. 


OFFENSE 

QUARTERBACKS—Years have passed 
since they've been in this situation, but 
the Lions have tabbed their No. 1 man 
heading into the season: Ware. What’s 
more, there is comforting depth here with 
the ever-improving Peete and reliable 
Bob Gagliano, who engineered the five- 
game winning streak to close 1989. 

Unlike No. 1 pick Chuck Long in 1986, 
Ware isn’t projected to be a contract hold- 
out. Coming off a Heisman Trophy season 
in which he passed for 4,699 yards and 46 
touchdowns at Houston, he spent most of 
the off-season in passing camps with De- 
troit coaches. 


The Lions have no qualms about mak- 
ing him the starter, especially since Sand- 1990 DETROIT LIONS ROSTER 
ers will be in the backfield to take the NFL 
edge off pass rushes. QUARTERBACKS Ht/Wt. Exp. College 


: Gagliano, Bob 6-3/196 Utah State 

RUNNING BACKS—Even with Ware at eee Erik 6-1/195 North Carolina State 
quarterback, the Lions will have a famil- Peete, Rodney 6-0/193 Southern California 
iar offensive refrain: Give Barry the foot- Ware, Andre 6-2/205 Houston 
ball. You'll overhear Fontes saying it over a iat) BECKS 
and over on the sidelines. Sanders, Barry 

Sanders missed nearly two games to in- Waiters, ye a 
jury as a rookie but still eclipsed the club’s lacey a 
single-season rushing record. He finished Campbell, Jeff 
10 yards shy of the NFL’s overall leader, Claiborne, Robert 
Kansas City’s Christian Okoye, but also arercben: 
carried 90 fewer times. ; Gray, Mel (KR) 

The stretch offense benefits Sanders be- Green, Willie 
cause it gives him more “air” to run aay Terry 

A 2 lenry, Maurice 

through, but long gains are rare when six 
defensive backs are scattered through the 
secondary, 

Carl Painter and rookie Reginald 
Warnsley are slotted as backups. 


Johnson, Richard 
Matthews, Aubrey 
Miller, Bill 
Phillips, Jason 
Williams, Byron 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
RECGEIVERS—The Lions brought nearly 
20 receivers to camp, and not one was on 
the roster at the end of the 1988 season. 
Most of them in the chase have been re- 
jected by other clubs, leagues or both. 
Last year, Davis pulled former United 


5-9/188 

5-8/203 

5-10/225 

5-9/185 12-19-66 


Hampton Institute D6/88 
Oklahoma State 01/89 
Southern Mississippi D11/90 
Kent State UFA/90 
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Colorado 

San Diego State 
North Carolina Central 
Virginia 

Purdue 
Mississippi 
Alabama State 
Kansas State 
Colorado 

Delta State 
Illinois State 
Houston 
Texas-Arlington 
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Louisiana State 
Florida 

Minnesota 

San Diego State 
Maryland 

West Virginia 
California 
Nevada-Reno 
Washington State 


Andolsek, Eric (G) 
Brown, Lomas (T) 
Dallafior, Ken (G/C) 
Fortin, Roman (G) 
Glover, Kevin (C/G) 
Linn, Jack (T) 
Salem, Harvey (T/G) 
Sanders, Eric (T/G) 

States Football League star Richard John- Vier mme\GrT! 

son off the street. Overlooked by most 

teams because of his lack of speed and 

size (5-foot-6), Johnson became the most 

prolific wide receiver in Lions history. He 

caught more passes (70) than any wideout 

before him, and his 1,091 receiving yards 

rank second in club history. 

The targeted starter at the other slot 
position, Plan B acquisition Aubrey Mat- 
thews (from Green Bay), will get backup 
help from Jason Phillips and rookie Jeff 
Campbell. 

To supply more speed on the outside, 
Detroit signed Plan B player Terry Greer 
from San Francisco and moved Mel Gray 
from his slot position. Robert Clark, the 
team's No. 2 receiver in 1989 with 748 
yards, veteran free agent Byron Williams 
and last year’s No. 2 draft pick, John Ford, 
are part of the picture. 

Fontes’ overhaul has definitely 
strengthened the position, but there is 
room for improvement. 

LINEMEN—Provided it stays healthy, 
the Lions’ front line will be tough to beat. 

Tackles Harvey Salem (shoulder) and 
Lomas Brown (knee) missed off-season 
camps with injuries but are expected to 
be ready for the regular season. Guard 
Mike Utley, a rookie last year, started the 
first five games but missed the remainder 
of 1989 with a knee injury. 

Detroit’s two healthy starters, guard 
Eric Andolsek and center Kevin Glover, 
continued to improve through the season. 

The Lions can’t absorb a rash of in- 
juries because they lack reserve depth be- 
yond veterans Eric Sanders and Ken Dal- 


lafior. 
DEFENSE 


LINEMEN—This is the Lions’ weak link. 
The line’s inability to pressure the quar- 
terback cripples the entire defensive 
scheme. 


Continued 


Wilson, Curtis (C) 


PREP ODODTTw 


10-30-65 Missouri 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 


Ball, Jerry (NT) 
Brooks, Kevin 


Duckens, Mark (E) 
Ferguson, Keith (E) 
Green, Curtis (E/NT) 


Hayworth, Tracy 
Owens, Dan (E) 


Pete, Lawrence (NT) 
Spindler, Marc (T) 


Williams, Eric (E) 


LINEBACKERS 
Brown, Mark 
Caston, Toby 
Cofer, Michael 
Gibson, Dennis 
Hayworth, Tracy 
Hinckley, Rob 
Jamison, George 
Jones, Victor 
Karpinski, Keith 
Noga, Niko 
Spielman, Chris 
Williams, Jimmy 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Alexander, Bruce (CB) 


Blades, Bennie (S) 


Cocroft, Sherman (S) 
Crockett, Ray (CB) 
Judson, William (CB) 
McNorton, Bruce (CB) 


Miller, Chuckie 
Miller, John (S) 


Oldham, Chris (CB) 
Richard, Gary (CB) 
Taylor, Terry (CB) 


Welch, Herb (S) 
White, William 
SPECIALISTS 
Arnold, Jim (P) 
Murray, Eddie (K) 


12-15-64 
2-9-63 Michigan 


oo 


Tennessee 
Nebraska 
Pittsburgh 
Purdue 
Tennessee 
Tennessee 
Stanford 
Cincinnati 
Hawaii 


Nebraska 


Baylor 


Oregon 
Pittsburgh 


2-19-66 


Vanderbilt 
Tulane 


/ 1-31-61 
5-10/180 8-29-56 
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OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP 
Robbie Andrews, CB; Tim Broady, DB; Willie Burks, DT; Delmar Chesley, LB; Leon Cole, DL; Ken Dawson, S; 
Jim Dubose, LB; Mike Farr, WR; Troy Faunce, P; Eddie Grant, C; Mark Hofland, OT; David Holmes, DB; Wilson 
Hoyle, K; Chris Husko, G; George Linberger, C-G; Kip Lewis, WR; Pat Marlatt, DE; M.J. Nelson, WR; Mark 
Nua, OT; Scott Parker, G; Derrell Robertson, DE; Davis Smith, WR; Eric Towe, OL; Mike Williams, LB. 

*Not with Detroit in 1989. 

TIncludes totals with both Detroit and another NFL team in 1989. 
Key to abbreviations on page 160. 


DID YOU KNOW... 
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Southern Methodist 
Arizona State 

Ohio State 
Alabama State 


Southern California 


Washington State 


Louisiana State 


Iowa State 


Virginia Tech 
Penn State 


Ohio State 


Stephen F. Austin 
Miami (Fla.) 
San Jose State 


South Carolina State 
Georgetown (Ky.) 
UCLA 


Michigan State 
Southern Illinois 
UCLA 


Ohio State 


* 


"9/0 
15/15 


16/0 
16/0 


... that Eddie Murray has connected on 20 of 21 field-goal attempts in each of the last two years, tying the 
NFL record for highest field-goal percentage in a season (.9524)? 
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COACHES 


Head coach—Wayne Fontes. 

Assistant coaches— 

Don Clemons (administrative assistant ). 

Darrel (Mouse) Davis (quarterbacks/receivers), 

Frank Gansz (special teams), 

June Jones (quarterbacks/ receivers). 

Lamar Leachman (defensive line). 

Dave Levy (administrative assistant). 

Billie Matthews (running backs). 

Herb Paterra (inside linebackers). 

Charlie Sanders (slot receivers). 

Jerry Wampfler (offensive line), 

Woody Widenhofer (defensive coordinator / outside 
linebackers). 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


1989 regular-season record: 7-9 (3rd in NFC 
Central); 4-4 in division; 6-6 in conference; 4-4 at 
home; 3-5 on road. 

1989 playoff record: None, 

1989 team rankings: total offense, 9th in NFC/ 
18th in NFL; total defense, 9th/18th; rushing of- 
fense, 4th/8th; rushing defense, 7th/8th; passing 
offense, 13th/26th; passing defense, 13th/27th; 
scoring offense, 11th/19th; scoring defense, 9th/ 
19th; takeaways, T11th/T21st; giveaways, 14th/ 
28th; turnover differential, 12th/24th; sacks, 
T6th/T1LOth; sacks allowed, 14th/27th. 

Fontes’ regular-season record: 9-12 in two 
seasons with Lions. 

Fontes’ postseason record: Nore. 

Team record last five years: 27-52 (.342, ranks 
26th in league in that span). 


MISCELLANEOUS DATA 


Stadium (capacity): Pontiac Silverdome 
(80,500), 

Ticket information: Detroit Lions Ticket Office, 
ean 4200, Pontiac, MI 48057; 313-335- 


Radio information: Flagship station—WW4J, 550 


Trainin camp: Pontiac Silverdome, Pontiac, 
Mich.; 313-335-4131, Opens for quarterbacks 
and ones July 17; opens for remainder of team 
July 19. 


1990 SCHEDULE 


Sept. %9—Tampa Bay 

Sept. 16—Atlanta 

Sept. 23—at Tampa Bay 
Sept. 30—Green Bay 

Oct. 7—at Minnesota 

Oct. 14—at Kansas City 

Oct. 21—Open date 

Oct. 28—at New Orleans 
Noy. 4—Washington 

Nov. 11—Minnesota 

Nov. 18—alt New York Giants 
Nov. 22—Denver ( Thur.) 

Dec. 2—at Chicago 

Dec. 10—Los Angeles Raiders (Mon,) 
Dec. 16—Chicago 

Dec. 22—at Green Bay (Sat.) 
Dec. 30—at Seattle 


1989 RESULTS 


Sept. 10—Phoenix 13-16 
Sept. 17—at N.Y. Giants 14-24 
Sept. 24—Chicago 27-47 


Oct. 1—Pittsburgh 3-23 
Oct. 8—at Minnesota 

Oct, 15—at Tampa Bay 
Oct. 22—Minnesota 7-20 


Oct. 29—at Green Bay (OT) 20-23 
Noy. | 5—at Houston 31-35 
Noy. 12—Green Bay 31-22 


Nov. 19—at Cincinnati 7-42 


Nov. 23—Cleveland 13-10 
Dec. 3—New Orleans 21-14 
Dec. 10—at Chicago 27-17 
Dec. 17—Tampa Bay 33-7 
Dec. 24—at Atlanta 31-24 


1989 LEADERS 


Scoring (kicking): Eddie Murray, 96 pts. 

(36/36 PATs, 20/21 FGs). 

Scoring (touchdowns): Barry Sanders, 84 pts. 

(14 rushing). 

Passing: Bob Gagliano, 1,671 yds. (232 att,, 117 

comp., 50.4%, 6 TDs, 12 int.). 

atl Barry Sanders, 1,470 yds. (5.3 avg., 14 
5 


Receptions: Richard Johnson, 70 (1,091 yds., 
15.6 avg., 8 TDs). 

Interceptions: Jerry Holmes, 6 (77 yds., 1 TD). 
anoles: Chris Spielman, 125 (89 solo, 36 assist- 
ed). 

Sacks: Jerry Ball, 9 (64 yds.); Michael Cofer, 9 
(60 yds.). 

Punting: Jim Arnold, 43.1 avg. (82 punts, 3,538 
yds., 1 blocked). 

Punt returns: Walter Stanley, 13.8 avg. (36 att., 
496 yds., 0 TDs). 

Kickoff returns: Mel Gray, 26.7 avg. (24 att., 
640 yds., 0 TDs), 


1989 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1990 roster only. 


Name 
Clark 
Gagliano 
Johnson 


Murray _ 
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78 x 


The Sporting News 1990 Pro Football Yearbook 


Pro Bowl nose tackle Jerry Ball is a 
force on the inside but can't go it alone. 
Right end Keith Ferguson is still hobbling 
after missing most of last season with an 
ankle injury. His replacement, Kevin 
Brooks, and left end Eric Williams are 
solid against the run but have limited 
pass-rushing skills. 

The Lions addressed those problems in 
the draft by selecting Southern Cal's Dan 
Owens in the second round and stealing 
Pittsburgh’s Mare Spindler in the third. 
Spindler, although he injured his left knee 
in 1988 and right knee in 1989, is expected 
to start, Owens, if he adds some bulk, also 
should see extended playing time. 

Starting two rookies might be risky 
business, but the Lions may have no other 
choice. 


LINEBACKERS—The linebackers were 
the biggest reason Detroit tied for the 
NFL lead by allowing only 3.6 yards per 
rush in 1989. 

There is talent and versatility here. Mi- 
chael Cofer went to the Pro Bowl in 1988 
for his pass-rushing ability, and Chris 
Spielman visited last year because of the 
way he stuffs the run. Cofer's skills are 
complemented on the outside by veterans 
Jimmy Williams and George Jamison, On 
the inside, Dennis Gibson is still an under- 
rated force. 

Backups Toby Caston, Victor Jones and 
Niko Noga have proved to be solid re- 
serves. Noga may get more playing time 
as a down lineman in passing situations. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS—Fontes believes 
two moves last season should pay off in 
1990: the acquisition of cornerback Terry 
Taylor, who Fontes believes never gets 
burned deep, and the shift of Bennie 
Blades from strong safety to free safety, 
where he'll be able to search and destroy. 

Last season, the Detroit defense ranked 
27th against the pass. With Taylor and 
Blades playing center field, Fontes is 
more likely to take chances with blitzes. 

William White will swap spots with 
Blades and move to strong safety. Also in 
the starting picture are veteran William 
Judson (a Plan B newcomer from Miami) 
and second-year players Ray Crockett 
and Bruce Alexander, 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Gansz’s crack special teams are laden 
with talent. Kicker Eddie Murray and 
punter Jim Arnold have gone to the Pro 
Bowl, and Gray led the NFC with a 26.7- 
yard average on kickoff returns in 1989. 

The Lions’ kicking game is one of the 
strongest in the league. Murray doesn’t 
have a powerful leg, but he has missed 
only two field goals and converted 40 in 
the last two seasons. Arnold ranked sec- 
ond in the NFC in punting last season with 
a 43.l-yard average. 

Detroit was so confident in its return 
game—and its blocking techniques—the 
club didn’t protect the NFL's leading punt 
returner, Walter Stan- 
ley, who was lost to the 
Washington Redskins. 
Look for the rookie 
Campbell or Gray to 
take over, 


Packers have a tough act to follow—their own ~— 


By PETE FAUST 
Milwaukee Journal 


eventeen years of mediocrity final- 

ly ended last season for the Green 

Bay Packers. No more Mr. Nice 
Try. 

After posting their best record (10-6) 
since 1972 and their first winning non- 
strike ledger since 1978, you'd expect the 
Packers to approach 1990 with unbridled 
optimism. But the truth of the matter is 
that they will be hard pressed to match 
last year’s success. 

A surprisingly good team in 1989, the 
Packers also were a fortunate one. 

The “Cardiac Pack” made a habit of 
rallying for dramatic victories. Fourth- 
and-long calls that easily could have gone 
the other way played important parts in 
three of them. 

The Packers, who missed the playoffs 
because of the National Football League's 
complicated tie-breaking procedure, also 
benefited from one of the league's easier 
schedules, courtesy of their fifth-place 
1988 finish. But after tying Minnesota for 
the National Football Conference Central 
Division title, the schedule gets tougher. 

“I think we're going to be a better foot- 
ball team than last year,”’ said Tom 
Braatz, the Packers’ executive vice presi- 
dent of football operations. ‘But our 
schedule is a lot more difficult. I don’t 
know if we are going to win as many 


The Packers should thrive if quarterback Don Majkowski can come any- — 
where close to the 27 touchdowns he passed for in 1989. 
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games, but it’s going to be a better foot- 
ball team.” 

There are several reasons for that as- 
sessment: 


Strengths: Line- 
backer Tim Harris' pass 
rushing, quarterback Don 
Majkowski's mental tough- 
ness and leadership, wide re- 
ceiver Sterling Sharpe's pass 
catching and kicker Chris Jacke's 
clutch accuracy. 
Weaknesses: The lack of a pass rush 
from anyone other than Harris, aging 
defensive starters and ineffective cov- 
erage and return teams, 
Key to success: Offensive tackle Tony 
Mandarich must match some of his 
1989 hype, Majkowski must prove that 
last year was no fluke and some tal- 
ented young players must step in to 
replenish a decaying defense. 
Sure sign of trouble: An injury to Har- 
ris or a poor start, especially since the 
Packers play their first three games at 
home. 
That’s a fact: The Packers have not 
had a 1,000-yard rusher since Terdell 
Middleton in 1978. 
The head coach says: “Our draft picks 
have the makings of a pretty good relay 
team." 


e The Packers are coming off a strong 
1989 finish. The team you could never 
count out won seven of its last nine 
games, including a victory in San Francis- 


PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 


WR Kemp 


F. Johnson Affholter 


LT Ruettgers Ariey Croston 


LG 


Moran Ard 


c Campen Bush Yarno 


RG 


Hallstrom Ard Uecker 


RT Mandarich Veingrad Kirby 
TE West Spagnola J. Harris 
WR __ Sharpe Query Wilson 
QB Majkowski Dilweg Kiel 

FB Fullwood Thompson Haddix 


HB 


Woodside Frazier Fontenot 


DEFENSE 


LE 


Miller Winter Cribbs 


NT Nelson Brock Boyarsky 


Rob. Brown Patterson Hall 


LOLB Bennett Stephen Chubb 
LILB Noble Paup Dorsey 


RILB Holland Dent 
ROLB T. Harris 


LCB 


RCB _ OD. Brown 


Clark 
Houston 
Jakes 
Holmes 


ML. Johnson 
Lee Pitts 
Butler 


ss Murphy Shiver J. Martin 


FS 


Cecil Greene Woods 
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P Hatcher Bracken Maggio 


KR 
PR 


Fullwood Wilson 
Wilson Pitts 


Workman 
Query 


co that marked the Super Bowl cham- 
pions’ last loss of the season. 

© For the first time in several years, the 
Packers enter a new season with several 
bona fide stars—linebacker Tim Harris, 
receiver Sterling Sharpe and quarterback 
Don Majkowski. They need more, but it’s 
a good base, 

@ Early indications are that tackle Tony 
Mandarich has rededicated himself and 
won't repeat his rookie flop of ’89. 

® Green Bay again benefited from Plan 
B, signing 13 players while losing only two 
—receiver Aubrey Matthews and free 
safety Ken Stills. 

e@ The Packers had two first-round draft 
choices and selected linebacker Tony 
Bennett (Mississippi) and running back 
Darrell Thompson (Minnesota). 


COACHING 


Well-coached teams often win the close 
games, and Green Bay’s four one-point 
victories were the most ever in one sea- 
son by an existing NFL franchise. 

Lindy Infante, The Sporting ‘News’ 
Coach of the Year, only enhanced his rep- 
utation as an offensive master and play- 
caller. The Packers, a woeful offensive 
team in 1988, rose to sixth in the league in 
total offense. 

Infante’s best work was in the develop- 
ment of Majkowski. Unable to acquire 
any of the quarterbacks he coveted, In- 
fante remolded the gunslinger into a ma- 
nipulator. 


Continued 
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1990 GREEN BAY PACKERS ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS 
Baumgartner, Kirk 
Dilweg, Anthony 
Kiel, Blair 
Majkowski, Don 
Norseth, Mike 
RUNNING BACKS 
Avery, Steve 
Fontenot, Herman 
Frazier, Paul 
Fullwood, Brent 
Haddix, Michael (FB) 
Jackson, Harry (FB) 
Thompson, Darrell 
Woodside, Keith 
Workman, Vince 
RECEIVERS 
Affholter, Erik 
Bland, Carl 
Champion, Tony 


7 


College 


Wisconsin- Stevens Point 


Duke 

Notre Dame 
Virginia 
Kansas 


Northern Michigan 
Louisiana State 
Northwestern (La.) St. 
Aubura 

Mississippi State 

St. Cloud ( Minn.) 
Minnesota 

Texas A&M 

Ohio State 


Southern California 
Virginia Union 
Tennessee-Martin 


Other players also prospered from a 
second year in Infante's system. After 
years of clubhouse discord under Forrest 
Gregg, players responded positively to In- 
fante’s positive approach. 


OFFENSE 


QUARTERBACKS—Only a year ago, the 
Packers were desperate to find a top- 
notch quarterback. As it turned out, they 
already had one. 

Majkowski spent more time studying 
the offense and generally made better on- 
field decisions. An outstanding improvis- 
er, he scrambled for 358 yards and scored 
five touchdowns. There are few quarter- 
backs with his leadership and bravado, 
particularly with the game on the line. 
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tually fit that role, but probably not in 
1990. John Spagnola also returns after a 
season shortened by a shoulder injury. 

LINEMEN—If Mandarich felt pressure 
as a rookie last year, wait until 1990. “It’s 
time to kick some (butt),” said the Pack- 
ers’ first-round 1989 draft pick. “The 
pressure is on.” 

Mandarich will start at right tackle 
after spending his rookie campaign in an 
ego-deflating backup role. Mandarich’s 
rise to prominence would bolster a solid 
unit with as much depth as any position 
on the team. 

The Packers are particulary deep at 
tackle with players such as Mandarich, 
left-side starter Ken Ruettgers, Alan Vein- 
grad, Mike Ariey, Keith Uecker and Dave 
Croston. Veingrad, a good pass blocker, 
started ahead of Mandarich in 1989. 

Left guard Rich Moran is coming off his 
best year and right guard Ron Hallstrom 
was solid as well. Both raised their level 
of play when Billy Ard was signed as a 
free agent before the 1989 season. 

Blair Bush, another '89 free-agent sign- 
ee, plugged a big hole at center last year, 
but the veteran has said he wants to play 
less because of concerns about his dura- 
bility. James Campen, one of the team’s 
strongest players, probably will become 


the starter. 
DEFENSE 


Linebacker Tim Harris poses a constant threat to opponents, as evidenced LINEMEN—This unit, heavy on hard- 
by his whopping 19% sacks last season. 


Continued 
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COACHES 


Head coach—Lindy Infante. 

Assistant coaches— 

Greg Blache (defensive line), 

Hank Bullough (defensive coordinator). 

Joe Clark (assistant offensive line). 

Charlie Davis (offensive line). 

Buddy Geis (receivers). 

Dick Jauron (defensive backfield). 

HM nan (strength and conditioning/tight 
ends). 

Dick Moseley (outside linebackers). 

Willie Peete (offensive backfield). 

Howard Tippett (special teams). 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


1989 regular-season record: 10-6 (2nd in NFC 
Central); 5-3 jn division; 10-4 in conference; 6-2 
at home; 4-4 on road. 

1989 playoff record: None. 

1989 team rankings: total offense, 4th in NFC/ 
6th in NFL; total defense, 7th/16th; rushing of- 
fense, 10th/20th; rushing defense, L1th/T19th; 
passing offense, 4th/5th; passing defense, 5th/ 
13th; scoring offense, 5th/T8th; scoring defense, 
8th/18th; takeaways, 3rd/5th; giveaways, T7th/ 
T1l2th; turnover differential, TSth/T9th; sacks, 
10th/19th; sacks allowed, 11th/23rd. 

Infante’s regular-season record: 14-18 in two 
seasons with Packers, 

Infante’s postseason record: None. 

Team record last five years: 31-47-1 (399, 
ranks 23rd in league in that span). 


MISCELLANEOUS DATA 


Stadiums (capacity): Lambeau Field (59,543); 
Milwaukee County Stadium (56,051). 

Ticket information; Green Bay Packers Ticket 
Office, P.O. Box 10628, Green Bay, WI 54307- 
0628; 414-496-5719. Milwaukee County Sta- 
dium, Milwaukee, WI 53214; 414-342-2717. 
pedle Wéormasion: Flagship station—WTMJ, 


Training camp: Oneida Street Practice Field, 
Green Bay, Wis.; 414-496-5700. Opens for rook- 
ies and veterans July 23. 


1990 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 9—Los Angeles Rams 
Sept. 16—Chicago 

Sept, 23—Kansas City 

Sept. 30—at Detroit 

Oct. 7—at Chicago 

Oct. 14—at Tampa Bay 
Oct. 21-—Open date 

Oct. 28—Minnesota (Milw.) 
Nov. 4—San Francisco 
Nov, 11—at Los Angeles Raiders 
Nov. 18—at Phoenix 

Nov. 25—Tampa Bay (Milw.) 
Dec. 2—at Minnesota 

Dec. 9—Seattle (Milw.) 
Dec. 16—at Philadelphia 
Dec. 22—Detroit (Sat.) 
Dec. 30—at Denver 


Sept. 10—Tampa Bay 21-23 
Sept. 17—New Orleans 35-34 
Sept. 24—at L.A. Rams 38-41 
Oct. 1—Atlanta 23-21 
Oct. 8—Dallas 31-13 
Oct. 15—at Minnesota 14-26 
Oct. 22—at Miami 20-23 
Oct. 29—Detroit (OT) 23-20 
Nov. 5—Chicago 14-13 
Nov. 12—at Detroit 22-31 
Nov. 19—at San Francisco 21-17 
Nov. 26—Minnesota 20-19 
Dec. 3—at Tampa Bay 17-16 
Dec. 10—Kansas City 3-21 
Dec. 17—at Chicago 40-28 
Dec. 24—at Dallas 20-10 


Scoring (kicking): Chris Jacke, 108 pts. (42/42 
PATs, 22/28 FGs). 

Scoring (touchdowns): Sterling Sharpe, 78 pts. 
(12 receiving, 1 fumble return). 

Passing: Don Majkowski, 4,318 yds. (599 att., 
353 comp., 58.9%, 27 TDs, 20 int.). 

Rushing: Brent Fullwood, 821 yds. (4.0 avg., 5 
TDs). 

Receptions: Sterling Sharpe, 90 (1,423 yds., 
15.8 avg., 12 TDs). 

Interceptions: Dave Brown, 6 (12 yds., 0 TDs). 
Tackles: Brian Noble, 138 (71 solo, 67 assisted). 
Sacks: Tim Harris, 19.5 (128.5 yds.). 

Punting: Don Bracken, 40.6 avg. (66 punts, 2,682 
yds., 0 blocked). 

Punt returns: Jeff Query, 8.2 avg. (30 att., 247 
yds., 0 TDs). 

Kickoff returns: Vince Workman, 16.6 avg. (33 
att., 547 yds., 0 TDs). 


1989 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1990 roster only. 
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working overachievers, needs to show 
more resistance to the run while provid- 
ing a better pass rush. Green Bay linemen 
recorded a meager 714 sacks in 1989 and 
the Packers tied for 19th in run defense. 

Defensive end Shawn Patterson's re- 
covery from major knee surgery is ahead 
of schedule, but he might be used only in 
passing situations for the first half of the 
season. His availability could affect which 
side Robert Brown plays and how the 
team uses end Blaise Winter. Shawn Mil- 
ler, formerly with the Los Angeles Rams, 
will make a strong case for a starting spot 
somewhere on the three-man front. 

Second-year player Matt Brock, one of 
the weaker players on the team last year, 
has dramatically improved his strength 
and figures to challenge incumbent nose 
tackle Bob Nelson. 


LINEBACKERS—The strength of this 
unit is Harris, who enjoys the freedom to 
line up all over and poses a constant 
threat to opponents. Harris, blessed with 
surprising strength and speed, recorded a 
whopping 191% sacks last season. 

Draftee Bennett will be asked to step 
into the other outside spot and fill the void 
created by John Anderson's retirement. 
Bennett was a tough run defender at Mis- 
sissippi but has little coverage experi- 
ence. 

Brian Noble and Johnny Holland, two of 
the team's top three 1989 tacklers, are 
steady inside performers. Sixth-round 
draft pick Bryce Paup (Northern Iowa) 
provides depth on the inside, while Scott 
Stephen, M.L. Johnson and third-rounder 
Bobby Houston (North Carolina State) will 
perform backup duty on the outside. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS—The Packers’ big- 
gest fear is that cornerbacks Dave Brown 
(37) and Mark Lee (32) and strong safety 
Mark Murphy (32) will finally act their 
ages. 

Brown led the team with six intercep- 
tions, but he will have to fight off chal- 
lenges from another veteran, Plan B sign- 
ee Jerry Holmes, and a rookie, second- 
rounder LeRoy Butler (Florida State), 
who brings much-needed youth to the sec- 
ondary. If nothing else, Butler, whom 
some believe is better suited as a safety, 
should shore up a weak nickel package. 

Hard-hitting Chuck Cecil will take over 
at free safety, with Stan Shiver in reserve. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Thanks to Chris Jacke, the Packers’ 
kicking game is no longer declared a dis- 
aster area. The same can’t be said, how- 
ever, for the rest of the special teams. 

The punt and kickoff coverage teams 
were the worst in the league last season, 
and Green Bay's return teams weren't 
much better. To remedy that, the Packers 
emphasized speed in the draft and are 
counting on Houston and Wilson to pro- 
vide big contributions. 

Punter Don Bracken faces his annual 
strong challenge, this 
time from free-agent 
pickup Dale Hatcher 
and 12th-round draft 
pick Kirk Maggio 
(UCLA). 


Division-winning Vikings try to 


By GREGG WONG 
St. Paul Pioneer Press 


erry Burns seems to be among a mi- 

nority around the National Football 

Conference—he remembers that 
the Minnesota Vikings won the Central 
Division championship last season. 

“The way it’s been around here, you'd 
think we had a lousy season,” the Vikings’ 
coach said, 

The gloom-and-doom atmosphere re- 
sults, no doubt, from the fact the Vikings 
were expected to accomplish much more 
in 1989—even contend for a berth in the 
Super Bowl. At the least, Minnesota fig- 
ured to rule the NFC Central with author- 
ity; instead, the Vikings made off with the 
divisional title only because of the tie- 
breaker formula after finishing in a dead 
heat with Green Bay. Both teams com- 
piled 10-6 records. 

Contract hassles involving key players 
(Joey Browner, Anthony Carter and Steve 
Jordan), the disruptive midseason trade 
for Herschel Walker, a dreadful year by 
quarterback Wade Wilson and an inability 
to win on the road (six losses in eight 
games compared with an unbeaten home 
record) made for a most unsettling sea- 
son, 

Burns thinks most of those problems 
are history. Since the cast of characters is 
basically the same, the players’ attitudes 
and approaches must change if the Vik- 
ings are to flourish in 1990. 

Also, competing in a division in which 
Green Bay and Detroit are considered 
among the National Football League's 


Strengths: Keith Mil- 

lard, Chris Doleman, 
Henry Thomas and Al 
Noga may be the league's 
best defensive front. If Ken Stills 


can do the job at free safety, the 

secondary also will rank with the 
league's elite. 
Weaknesses: A lack of depth at line- 
backer and wide receiver will cause 
problems if a starter goes down. The 
Vikings have to show they can win on 
the road, where they prevailed only 
twice in 1989. 
Key to success; Wade Wilson has to 
rebound to his 1988 form and Herschel 
Walker has to be made an integral part 
of the offense. The defense, which 
sagged near the end of 1989, must play 
as \t did earlier in the year when it was 
so dominant. 
Sure sign of trouble: Look out if Anth- 
ony Carter and Joey Browner have 
more contract disputes with General 
Manager Mike Lynn. They battled in 
1989, and the play of both suffered, 
which affected the entire team. 
That's a fact: The Vikings boast four 
past or present NFL offensive coordi- 
nators on their staff: Coach Jerry Burns 
and assistants Tom Moore, Bob 
Schnelker and Marc Trestman, 
The head coach says: “There's been 
some concern that we're getting old as 
a team. We're not a young team, but 
we're not an old team, either. We're 
not an over-the-hill gang like George 
Allen had. We're not going to fall apart 
and disintegrate.” 


LT 


Al Noga is emerging as a top-rate 
defensive end. 


— = _—-) 


fast-rising teams might reduce some of 
the pressure, Might. 

Minnesota again will be led by its de- 
fense, which ranked No. | in the league in 
1988 and 1989. The front four—spearhead- 
ed by Chris Doleman (a league-high 21 
sacks) and Keith Millard (18)—is out- 
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‘bounce back’ 


standing. 

Offensively, there are two big questions. 
Will Walker fit into the offense with a 
training camp under his belt? Will quar- 
terback Wilson demonstrate that 1988— 
not 1989—was the norm for him? 

If both are answered affirmatively, the 
Vikings might be as good in 1990 as they 
were advertised to be in 1989. 


COACHING 


Burns might abandon his Mr. Nice Guy 
image. His theory of treating players like 
adults and believing they should be self- 
motivated may be replaced by a kick-'em- 
in-the-pants, push-and-prod approach. The 
players have always liked Burns, yes, but 
they haven't always played hard for him, 
They better perform with zeal this year, 
or many of them—and Burns as well— 
may not be around in 1991. 

The offensive staff has a new look, with 
Tom Moore now running the show in 
place of Bob Schnelker. Moore, named as- 
sistant head coach/offense, was hired 
away from the Pittsburgh Steelers’ staff to 
get more production from Walker and im- 
prove the working relationship between 
the coaches and the quarterbacks. 

Schnelker remains on the staff—he 
even keeps his “offensive coordinator” 
title—but will work primarily with the 
passing game. Marc Trestman, former 
Cleveland offensive coordinator, was 
brought in to help Moore with the game 
plan. On game day, Schnelker will send 
down information from the booth, Moore 
will call the plays and Trestman will 
hand-signal Moore's decisions to the hud- 
dle (the Vikings no longer will use run- 
ning backs as messengers). 

Defensively, two of coordinator Floyd 
Peters’ chief aides departed, in part be- 
cause of an inability to get along with 
their tough taskmaster. Maxie Baughan 
now is the linebackers coach, while Jerry 
Brown has switched from the wide receiv- 
ers to coaching the secondary. Paul Wig- 
gin remains as line coach. 


OFFENSE 


QUARTERBACKS—Wilson was the 
NFC’s leading passer in 1988 with 91.5 rat- 
ing points, Last season, his mark was 70.5. 
Contributing to the dropoff were a knuck- 
le fracture, a deteriorating relationship 
with the offensive coordinator and a big 
drop in confidence. Wilson's arm strength 
and mobility remain intact, so the key ele- 
ment is the mental part of his game. 

Backup Rich Gannon will be getting his 
first real look in his fourth year. He did 
not throw a pass in the 1989 regular sea- 
son but did connect on 13 of 18 attempts 
for 144 yards in a late-game playoff ap- 
pearance against the San Francisco 49ers. 

Free agent Sean Salisbury, who boasts 
size and a strong arm, is coming off a Ca- 
nadian Football League season in which 
he threw 26 touchdown passes. Despite 
some impressive credentials, the 6-foot-5 
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COACHES 


Head coach—Jerry Burns. 

Assistant coaches— 

Tom Batta (tight ends/special teams). 

Maxie Baughan (linebackers). 

Jerry Brown (secondary). 

John Brunner (running backs). 

John Michels (offensive line). 

Tom Moore (assistant head coach/offense). 

Floyd Peters (defensive coordinator). 

Dick Rehbein (receivers). 

Bob Schnelker (offensive coordinator). 

Marc Trestman (administrative assistant to head 
coach). 

Paul Wiggin (defensive line). 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


1989 regular-season record: 10-6 (Ist in NFC 
Central); 6-2 in division; 8-4 in conference; 8-0 at 
home; 2-6 on road. 

1989 playat) record: Lost to 49ers, 41-13, in 
NFC semifinals. 

1989 team rankings: total offense, 8th in NFC/ 
14th in NFL; total defense, Ist/1st; rushing of- 
fense, 3rd/7th; rushing defense, 8th/11th; passing 
offense, 9th/17th; passing defense, 1st /1st; scor- 
ing offense, 7th/11th; scoring defense, 4th/6th; 
takeaways, T9th/T15th; giveaways, T7th/T12th; 
turnover differential, 9th/15th; sacks, Ist/1lst; 
sacks allowed, 6th/14th. 

Burns’ regular-season record: 38-25 in four 
seasons with Vikings. 

Burns’ postseason record: 3-3 jn three playoffs 
with Vikings. 

Team record last five years: 45-34 (570, ranks 
7th in league in that span). 


MISCELLANEOUS DATA 


Stadium (capacity): Metrodome (63,000). 
Ticket information: Minnesota Vikings Ticket Of- 
fice, 500 11th Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 55415; 
612-333-8828. 

eo information: Flagship station—WCCO, 830 


Training camp; Mankato State University, Man- 
kato, Minn.; 612-828-6500. Opens for rookies and 
veterans July 31, 


1990 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 9—at Kansas City 

Sept. 16—New Orleans 

Sept. 23—at Chicago 

Sept. 30—Tampa Bay 

Oct. 7—Detroit 

Oct. 15—at Philadelphia (Mon,) 
Oct. 21—Open date 

Oct. 28—Green Bay at Miiw 
Nov. 4—Denver 

Nov. 11—at Detroit 

Nov. 18—at Seattle 

Nov, 25—Chicago 

Dec. 2—Green Bay 

Dec. 9—al New York Giants 
Dec. 16—at Tanipa Bay 

Dec. 22—Los Angeles Raiders (Sat.) 
Dec. 30—San Francisco 


Sept. 10—Houston 38- 7 
Sept. 17—at Chicago 7-38 
Sept. 24—at Pittsburgh 14-27 
Oct. 1—Tampa Bay 17- 3 
Oct. 8—Detroit 24-17 
Oct. 15—Green Bay 26-14 
Oct. 22—at Detroit 20- 7 
Oct. 30—at N.Y. Giants 14-24 
Nov. 5—L.A. Rams (OT) 23-21 
Nov. 12—at Tampa Bay 24-10 
Nov. 19—at Philadelphia 9-10 
Nov. 26—at Green Bay 19-20 
Dec. 3—Chicago 27-16 
Dec. 10—Atlanta 43-17 
Dec, 17—at Cleveland (OT) 17-23 
Dec. 25—Cincinnati 29-21 


1989 LEADERS 


Scoring (kicking): Rich Karlis, 120 pts. (27/28 

PATs, 31/39 FGs). 

Scoring (touchdowns): Herschel Walker, 42 

pts. (5 rushing, 1 receiving, 1 kickoff return). 

Passing: Wade Wilson, 2,543 yds. (362 att., 194 

comp., 53.6%, 9 TDs, 12 int.). 

nue, Herschel Walker, 669 yds. (4.0 avg., 5 
s). 

Receptions: Anthony Carter, 65 (1,066 yds., 

16.4 avg., 4 TDs). 

Interceptions: Joey Browner, 5 (70 yds., 0 TDs). 

Tackles: Scott Studwell, 172 (101 solo, 71 as- 

sisted). 

Sacks: Chris Doleman, 21 (196 yds.). 

Punting: Bucky Scribner, 39.8 avg. (72 punts, 

2,864 yds., 0 blocked). 

Punt returns: Leo Lewis, 10,1 avg. (44 alt., 446 

yds., 0 TDs). 

Kickoff returns: Herschel Walker, 28.8 avg. (13 

alt., 374 yds., 1 TD). 


1989 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1990 roster only. 
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former Southern California standout en- 
tered training camp as only the No. 3 
quarterback. 

RUNNING BACKS—On Walker's first 
rush from scrimmage as a Viking, he 
broke loose for 47 yards on the way to a 
148-yard rushing performance. But he 
never came close lo matching either fig- 
ure in the final two months of the season. 

The Vikings were a trap- and sweep- 
blocking team, and Walker is a pure I-for- 
mation tailback who runs best behind 
drive blocking. Even then, he needs a few 
steps to find the seam before popping 
through and hitting his stride. Part of 
Moore's job is to alter the offense to get 
Walker more involved, and that means 
changing some blocking schemes. 

Also, the Vikings will have to utilize 
Walker more effectively as a receiver. 
After averaging 63 catches a season for 
Dallas from 1986 through 1988, Walker to- 
taled only 18 receptions in 10 games for 
Minnesota last season after being ob- 
tained in a blockbuster trade on October 
12. 

At fullback, Rick Fenney is tough to 
bring down and blocks well. However, he 
won't outrun many defenders. 

Behind Walker and Fenney, the Vikings 
are solid with veterans Alfred Anderson, 
D.J. Dozier and Allen Rice (who is fully 
recovered from knee surgery). If rookie 
Terry Allen can shake knee problems, he 
could be a real bonus because of his dart- 
ing speed. 

RECEIVERS—Last season, split end Car- 
ter, flanker Hassan Jones and tight end 
Jordan combined for 142 catches for 2,266 
yards and eight touchdowns. Not bad, but 
well behind 1988, when they caught 169 
for 2,759 yards and 16 TDs. 

Carter reported to training camp late 
last year and then had a series of nagging 
injuries that affected his big-play capabili- 
ty. His longest reception covered 50 yards. 

Jones is an outstanding leaper with ex- 
cellent hands, and Jordan remains one of 
the game’s best as a receiver and a 
blocker. Both no doubt should be targeted 
more frequently by Viking quarterbacks. 

Behind Carter and Jones, there isn’t 
much, Jim Gustafson is a solid short-yard- 
age possession receiver. Plan-B free 
agents Ira Hillary and Andy Schillinger 
were impressive in minicamp and will 
battle veteran Leo Lewis for a backup 
spot. 

Tight end Mike Jones, the team’s top 
draft choice as a third-rounder, is big and 
fast and is an excellent receiver. He must 
polish his blocking skills, however. 

LINEMEN—The starters remain the 
same—Gary Zimmerman, Randall 
McDaniel, Kirk Lowdermilk, Todd Kalis 
and Tim Irwin—but they will have to play 
better in 1990. 

Tackle Zimmerman and guard McDan- 
iel were Pro Bowlers last season and cen- 
ter Lowdermilk possesses Pro Bow! po- 
tential. Their pass blocking is good 
overall, but the run blocking will have to 
improve greatly if Walker is to thrive. 

Via Plan B, the Vikings picked up veter- 
ans Craig Wolfley and Doug Marrone, 
who should add depth at tackle and guard. 


Backup center Chris Foote is an excellent 
long snapper. 

If the line can learn to block for Walker 
and still protect Wilson, the offense could 
become one of the league's best. 


DEFENSE 

LINEMEN—While right end Doleman 
led the league in sacks in 1989, the Vik- 
ings’ key defender is right tackle Millard, 
who flip-flops around nose tackle Henry 
Thomas (nine sacks) as the formations 
and situations warrant. 

Millard often gets double-teamed and 
sometimes is even triple-teamed, which 
frees Doleman for several of his sacks. 
Millard comes hard inside and Doleman 
sweeps in from the outside, creating a 
devastating 1-2 punch. 

With Al Noga emerging as a top-rate 
player at left end (he had 11.5 sacks), Min- 
nesota topped the league with 71 sacks, 

Rookie Marion Hobby and Plan-B ac- 
quisition Shawn Knight might be capable 
fill-ins. 

LINEBACKERS—If the Vikings have a 
weakness defensively, this is it. Although 
he once more topped the team in tackles, 
middle linebacker Scott Studwell will be 
36 years old by opening day. The age fac- 
tor has Minnesota exploring various op- 
tions, with Ray Berry trying to learn the 
finer points of the middle position while 
also contending for a starting strongside 
job. The other strongside hopeful is Mark 
Dusbabek, Veteran Mike Merriweather 
played the strongside last year, but he is 
returning to his more comfortable weak- 
side spot in 1990. Behind the top four are 
rookies or inexperienced players. 

DEFENSIVE BACKS—While the front 
four is the dominant part of the defense, 
the secondary isn’t far behind. 

Strong safety Browner and cornerback 
Carl Lee, both Pro Bowl selections last 
year, and corner Reggie Rutland are a cut 
above in the secondary. Plan-B free agent 
Ken Stills likely will move into the 
free-safety spot vacated by the departure 
of Travis Curtis (who signed with the New 
York Jets under Plan B). Veteran Darrell 
Fullington might finally be ready to chal- 
lenge for a starting position. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The signing of place-kicker Rich Karlis 
three weeks into last season proved a 
boon to the Vikings. With a team that had 
trouble getting the ball into the end zone, 
Karlis became a lifesaver, converting on 
31 of 39 field-goal attempts and scoring 
120 points overall. 

Harry Newsome, a Plan-B free agent 
who played for Pittsburgh the last five 
seasons, figures to wrest the punting job 
away from holdover Bucky Scribner. 

Dozier and Anderson are capable kick- 
off returners, although Walker probably 
will be used when a big runback is need- 
ed. 

Lewis is the incumbent punt returner 
—and a dependable 
one. Draftee Alonzo 
Hampton will get a look 
there, and Carter could 
be used in crucial situa- 
tions. 


1990 MINNESOTA VIKINGS ROSTER 


NFL How '89 Games 
QUARTERBACKS ./ Wt. Born Exp. College acq. 
Gannon, Rich 12-20-65 Delaware Tr./87 
Salisbury, Sean 3-9-63 3 Southern California FA/90 
Wilson, Wade 2-1-59 East Texas State 08/81 


RUNNING BACKS 
Allen, Terry 
Anderson, Alfred 
Clark, Jessie 
Dozier, D.J. 
Fenney, Rick 

Rice, Allen 

Smith, Gedric 
Walker, Herschel 


RECEIVERS 

Burbage, Cornell 
Carter, Anthony 
Gustafson, Jim 

Hillary, Ira 

Ingram, Darryl (TE) 
Jones, Hassan 

Jones, Mike (TE) 
Jordan, Steve (TE) 
Lewis, Leo 

Newman, Pat 
Novoselsky, Brent (TE) 
Schillinger, Andy 
Thornton, Reggie 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Blair, Paul (T) 

Foote, Chris (C) 

Habib, Brian (T) 
Huffman, David (G) 
Irwin, Tim (T) 

Kalis, Todd (G) 
Lowdermilk, Kirk (C) 
Marrone, Doug (T/G) 
McDaniel, Randall (G) 
Schreiber, Adam (C/G) 
Wolfley, Craig (G) 
Zimmerman, Gary (T) 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Clarke, Ken (T) 
Doleman, Chris (E) 
Hobby, Marion (E) 
Knight, Shawn (T/E) 
Millard, Keith (T) 

Noga, AI (E) 

Schlichting, Craig (E) 
Strauthers, Thomas (E) 
Thomas, Henry (NT) 


LINEBACKERS 
Berry, Ray 
Braxton, David 
Dusbabek, Mark 
Galvin, John 

Goetz, Ron 

Levelis, John 
Merriweather, Mike 
Studwell, Scott 
Woodson, Shawn 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Brim, Michael (CB) 
Browner, Joey (S) 
Fullington, Darrell (S) 
Hampton, Alonzo (CB) 
Johnson, Kenneth (S) 
Lee, Carl (CB) 

Lyons, Robert (S) 
McMillian, Audrey (CB) 
Rutland, Reggie (CB) 
Smith, Donald (CB) 
Stills, Ken (S) 
SPECIALISTS 
Gallery, Jim (K) 
Karlis, Rich (K) 
Newsome, Harry (P) 
Scribner, Bucky (P) 
OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP 

Chris Becker, P; Jim Campbell, K; Pat Eilers, S; Phil Florence, WR; Chris Gaiters, WR; James Harper, OT; 
William Kirksey, LB; Tim Peterson, QB; John Randle, DE; Wayne Williams, RB. 

*Not with Minnesota in 1989. 

tIncludes totals with both Minnesota and another NFL team in 1989. 

t+Canadian Football League. 

Key to abbreviations on page 160. 
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DID YOU KNOW... 


... that only once in Minnesota’s last 55 games has an opposing player rushed for 100 yards against the 
Vikings? That was the Bears’ Neal Anderson, who gained 122 yards in the final game of 1988. 
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With little to lose, Bucs’ Perkins rolls the dice 


By TOM FORD 
Tampa Tribune 


Whey're calling him ‘Riverboat 
Ray,” and that flamboyant nick- 
name accurately describes Ray 

Perkins as he begins his fourth season as 
coach of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. 

The normally conservative Perkins 
suddenly became a big-time gambler dur- 
ing the weekend of the 1990 National 
Football League draft. First, he traded 
two draft choices to the San Diego Char- 
gers for running back Gary Anderson. 
Perkins is betting there is still a lot of 
football left in the 29-year-old Anderson, 
who sat out the 1989 season in a contract 
dispute with the Chargers. 

“I'd been trying to get Gary Anderson 
ever since we came to the Bucs in 1987,” 
_ Perkins said. “I'm glad we were finally 

able to do it.” 

On day one of the draft, ‘Riverboat 
Ray” rolled the dice again—not once, but 
twice. With the fourth pick in the first 
round, the Buccaneers selected Alabama 
linebacker Keith McCants, whose stock 
had dropped dramatically as the draft ap- 
proached. Once considered a lock as the 
_ overall No. 1 choice, McCants became a 
question mark in some teams’ minds 
when he arrived at a scouting combine 
out of shape and, according to some re- 
ports, with a bad attitude. He also was ru- 
mored to have serious knee problems. 
Those rumors proved false; the Bucs per- 
formed minor arthroscopic surgery two 
days after the draft. Perkins said he never 
had any doubts about McCants. 


Strengths: The depth 
at inside and outside 
linebacker may be unsur- 


passed in the NFL, especially WR 


if the last two No. 1 draft picks LT 
—Keith McCants and Broderick 
Thomas—tlive up to expectations. LG 
Weaknesses: Right defensive end has c 
been a problem since Lee Roy Selmon RG 
retired after the 1984 season, with one 
player after another trying to nall down TE 
the job, Robert Goff has not shown he 


“Keith McCants has the kind of inten- 
sity not many players have,” Perkins said. 
“He performs as though he's never out of 
the play.” 

In the second round, Perkins took an- 
other chance by selecting running back 
Reggie Cobb, who was dismissed from the 
University of Tennessee after testing posi- 
tive for cocaine. Cobb’s abilities as a foot- 
ball player were obvious. But so were his 
problems, However, before the draft, Per- 
kins visited Cobb at a rehabilitation clinic 
in Houston. The coach came away con- 
vinced that Cobb was well on the road to 
recovery. 

“Some people have labeled choosing 
Reggie a gamble,” Perkins said. “But he 
demonstrated enough to us in the pre- 
draft evaluation process to give us confi- 
dence that he has the character to put his 
problems behind him.” 

If Perkins' gambles work out, they will 
be remembered as bold moves that at 
long last turned the league’s foremost 
losers—in the last seven years the Bucs 
have gone 5-11, 5-11, 4-11, 2-14, 2-14, 6-10 
and 2-l4—into a young team to be reck- 
oned with for years to come in the Central 
Division of the National Football Confer- 
ence. 

McCants and 1989 No. 1 pick Broderick 
Thomas, a rookie flop, could be dominant 
bookend linebackers on the outside. An- 
derson and Cobb could give the Bucca- 
neers their best running attack since 
Ricky Bell and Jerry Eckwood in the late 
1970s and early ‘80s. With the defense 
doing its part and a ground game that 
allows the Bucs to do something other 
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can play a complete season, let alone WR 
dominate the position. QB 
Key to success: Vinny Testaverde's RB 
ability to spread responsibility around FB 
and still be counted on as the trigger 
man. With definite improvement at 
running back and more weapons avail- 
able overall, Testaverde no longer will 
be asked to carry the entire offensive 
load, Nevertheless, he must be able to 
produce the game-winning play when 
the time comes. 

Sure sign of trouble: Early-season in- 
juries to key personnel that could mean 
another losing season. Depth has im- 
proved in some areas, but the offensive 
line remains thin, 

That's a fact: The Bucs have not had a 
winning season since 1982 when they. 
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Hamilton Cooper 


went 5-4 in a strike-shortened season. 
The head coach says: "'! haven't 
looked forward to a season as much as 
this one in a long time. Last year was 
as disappointing and frustrating a sea- P 


SPECIALISTS 
K Igwebuike 


Mohr 


son as I've experienced: We made a KR 


Stamps G. Anderson 


great deal of progress, but it was not PR 
reflected In the won-lost record.” 


Drewrey Futrell 
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than pass, fourth-year pro Vinny Testa- 
verde, a No. 1 pick in 1987, could develop 
into one of the league’s finest quarter- 
backs. Then again, Perkins’ gambles 
could backfire, and the cry might go out 
to throw “Riverboat Ray” into Tampa 
Bay, 


COACHING 


Doug Graber, the Buccaneers’ defen- 
sive coordinator since 1987, took the 
Rutgers coaching job not long after Per- 
kins said there would have to be changes 
in the defensive philosophy in 1990, Per- 
kins complained that players were being 
asked to do too many things and that he 
wanted to simplify the defensive game 
plan. Graber’s replacement is Fred Brun- 
ey, who has the title of assistant head 
coach in addition to defensive coordina- 
tor. Bruney is best known for the attack 
defenses he installed as an assistant with 
the Philadelphia Eagles (1964-1968, 1977- 
1985) and Atlanta Falcons (1969-1976, 
1986-1989). The other major change has 
Mike Shula, whose key responsibility for 
the Bucs has been to break down game 
films, taking over as quarterback coach, 
Shula has a good working relationship 
with Testaverde, and this could be a more 
meaningful move than meets the eye. 


OFFENSE 


QUARTERBACKS—Testaverde has im- 
proved steadily since 1987, when he was 
the first player selected in the entire 
draft, and should benefit greatly from an 
improved running game. In his third sea- 
son, Testaverde finally learned the mean- 
ing of discipline, and dumped off the ball 
instead of forcing it into downfield cover- 
age or taking the sack. 

Having entered the 1989 season with a 
horrendous ratio of interceptions to 
touchdown passes (41/18), Testaverde dis- 
played much better judgment last year as 
he yielded 22 interceptions and threw for 
20 TDs. Also, he had completed only 46.4 
percent of his passes heading into '89 and 
proceeded to hit on 53.8 percent of his at- 
tempts over the season. 

With aging Joe Ferguson gone—the 
Bucs did not offer him a contract—the 
team is virtually inexperienced at the 
backup position. Jeff Carlson, who spent 
the 1989 season on the Los Angeles Rams’ 
developmental squad, could become a re- 
liable No, 2, but he is not likely to get 
much playing time. The Bucs would like 
to acquire a veteran backup for Testa- 
verde, who missed two complete games 
and most of a third with knee injuries in 
89. 

RUNNING BACKS—Tired of trying to de- 
vise a game plan without a running 
threat, Perkins landed all-purpose back 
Anderson, then went for Cobb early in the 
draft. Cobb, who still had a year of colle- 
giate eligibility left when he ran into trou- 
bles at Tennessee, could be the sleeper of 
the ‘90 draft. Buccaneers career rushing 
leader James Wilder, signed as a Plan B 
free agent by the Washington Redskins, 


Tackle Paul Gruber is a fixture on 
the Buccaneers’ offensive line. 


gave the Bucs depth at fullback and tail- 
back, but Perkins is counting on a come- 
back from William Howard, a devastating 
blocker who slipped after a fast start last 
season. Lars Tate, Tampa Bay’s leading 
rusher in the last two seasons, will be used 
primarily as a goal-line leaper and short- 
yardage specialist. If oft-injured tailback 
Sylvester Stamps can stay healthy, the 
Bucs’ backfield may be the deepest in 
team history. 

RECEIVERS—Mark Carrier ranked 
among the NFL’s best receivers in 1989 
with 86 catches for 1,422 yards and a 
league-high nine 100-yard games. But 
Bruce Hill, the team’s leading receiver in 
1988, seemed dismayed when Carrier be- 
came the team’s No. 1 target. If Hill’s 
head is on straight in 1990, the Bucs could 
have a potent 1-2 punch. 

One key here is the development of 
fleet Danny Peebles, a 1989 second-round 
pick who was bothered by an assortment 
of injuries during his rookie season. For- 
mer Houston Oiler Willie Drewrey got off 
to a slow start last year, but he came on 
as the team’s primary No. 3 wide receiv- 
er. And don’t forget about Anderson, who 
could be a terror in the four-wideout set. 
Tight end Ron Hall remains an outstand- 
ing blocker and can catch the interme- 
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1990 TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS 
Hammel, Todd 
Testaverde, Vinny 


RUNNING BACKS 
Anderson, Gary 
Cobb, Reggie 
Douglas, Derrick 
Howard, William 
Lawson, Jamie (FB) 
Mitchell, Alvin (FB) 
Stamps, Sylvester 
Tate, Lars 


RECEIVERS 
Anderson, Jesse (TE) 
Anthony, Terry 
Bailey, Eric (TE) 
Busch, Mike (TE) 
Carrier, Mark 
Drewrey, Willie 
Hall, Ron (TE) 
Hill, Bruce 

Parks, Jeff (TE) 
Peebles, Danny 
Pillow, Frank 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Bax, Carl (G) 
Beckles, Ian (G) 
Bruhin, John (G) 
Cooper, Mark 

Dill, Scott (T) 
Graham, Dan (C) 
Grimes, Randy (C) 
Gruber, Paul (T) 
Massaro, Chuck (C) 
Mayberry, Tony (C) 
McHale, Tom (G) 
Swayne, Harry (T) 
Taylor, Rob (T) 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Cannon, John (E) 

Cook, Terry (E) 

Davis, Reuben (E) 
Gardner, Donnie (E) 
Goff, Robert 

Jarvis, Curt (NT) 

Lee, Shawn (NT) 
Newton, Tim (NT) 
Seals, Ray (E) 


LINEBACKERS 
Anno, Sam 

Bob, Adam 
Coleman, Sidney 
Marve, Eugene 
McCants, Keith 
Moss, Winston 
Murphy, Kevin 
Najarian, Pete 
Randle, Ervin 
Thomas, Broderick 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Cooper, Evan (S) 
Everett, Eric (CB) 
Futrell, Bobby 

Haddix, Wayne (CB) 
Hamilton, Harry (S) 
Harris, Odie 

Jones, Rod 

Reynolds, Ricky (CB) 
Rice, Rodney (CB) 
Robinson, Mark (S) 
SPECIALISTS 
Igwebuike, Donald (K) 
Mohr, Chris (P) 
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2-2-65 
11-14-60 
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2-20-67 


6-28-62 
7-13-66 
8-4-62 
7-23-65 
11-29-62 
4-1-66 
3-31-64 
1-19-65 
6-18-66 
9-13-62 


WAI arannun POMRERAAADAAD 


12-27-60 


6-4/220 5-11-66 


OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP 
Terry Blackmon, DB; Jeff Carlson, QB; Carlo Cheattom, DB; Steve Christie, K; Tony Citizen, RB; Ken DeWitt, 
RB; Herb Duncan, WR; Terry Fleming, LB; Chris Ford, WR; Bennie Goods, LB; A. J. Greene, DB; John Harvey, 
RB; Sean Lucas, S; Maurice Oliver, LB; Bruce Perkins, RB; Benji Roland, NT; Mark Royals, P; David Smith, 
QB; Steve Thomas, WR; Shelton Thompson, DE; Carl Watts, S; Willie Wyatt, DE. 
*Not with Tampa Bay in 1989. 
tIncludes totals with both Tampa Bay and another NFL team in 1989. 
Key to abbreviations on page 160. 


The Sporting News 1990 Pro Football Yearbook * 


NFL 


Exp. College 


a 


WOoNnnNmwwawauW 
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NSwWUBDOWNS 


No NSN SBUWAIWOwn 


Stephen F. Austin 
Miami (Fla.) 


Arkansas 
Tennessee 
Louisiana Tech 
Tennessee 
Nicholls State 
Auburn 
Jackson State 
Georgia 


Mississippi State 
Florida State 
Kansas State 
Towa State 
Nicholls State 
West Virginia 
Hawaii 

Arizona State 
Auburn 

North Carolina State 
Tennessee State 


Missouri 
Indiana 
Tennessee 
Miami (Fla.) 
Memphis State 
Northern Illinois 
Baylor 
Wisconsin 
North Carolina State 
Wake Forest 
Cornell 

Rutgers 
Northwestern 


William & Mary 
Fresno State 
North Carolina 
Kentucky 
Auburn 
Alabama 

North Alabama 
Florida 

None 


Southern California 
Texas A&M 
Southern Mississippi 
Saginaw Valley State 
Alabama 

Miami (Fla.) 
Oklahoma 

Minnesota 

Baylor 

Nebraska 


Michigan 

Texas Tech 
Elizabeth City State 
Liberty (Va.) 

Penn State 

Sam Houston State 
Southern Methodist 
Washington State 
Brigham Young 
Penn State 


Clemson 
Alabama 


DID YOU KNOW... 


2: . that the Buccaneers spent their first National Football League season, 1976, as members of the Western 
Division of the American Football Conference? In 1977, the Bucs were switched to the National Confer- 
ence’s Central Division, where they continue to reside. 


How '89 Games 
acq. GP/GS 
012/90 — 
D1/87 14/1 


OFA/88 
UFA/89 


y: 
Tr./88 


15/15 


D10/85 
06/89 


16/0 
16/0 
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COACHES 


Head coach—Ray Perkins. 

Assistant coaches— 

John Bobo (offensive line), 

Tommy Brasher (defensive line). 

Fred Bruney (defensive coordinator /secondary). 
Sylvester Croom (running backs). 

Jeff Fitzgerald (defensive assistant), 

Kent Johnston (strength and conditioning). 
Joe Kines (linebackers). 

Rodney Stokes (special teams). 

Richard Williamson (receivers). 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


1989 regular-season record: 5-11 (5th in NFC 
Central); 3-5 in division; 5-7 in conference; 2-6 at 
home; 3-5 on road. 

1989 playoff record: None. 

1989 team rankings: total offense, 11th in NFC/ 
22nd in NFL; total defense, 8th/17th; rushing of- 
fense, 11th/23rd; rushing defense, 12th/21st, 
passing offense, 7th/14th; passing defense, 6th/ 
14th; scoring offense, L0th/16th; scoring defense, 
13th/27th; takeaways, T4th/T6th; giveaways, 
T9th/T17th; turnover differential, LOth/T1é6th; 
sacks, L1th/T20th; sacks allowed, 7th/T1é6th. 
Perkins’ regular-season record: 14-33 in three 
seasons with Buccaneers; 37-67 overall in seven 
NFL seasons with Buccaneers and Giants. 
Perkins’ postseason record: 1-1 in one playoff 
with Giants. 

Team record last five years: 18-61 (.228, ranks 
28th in league in that span). 


MISCELLANEOUS DATA 


Stadium (capacity): Tampa Stadium (74,296). 
Ticket information: Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
Ticket Office, 4201 N. Dale Mabry, Tampa, FL 
33607; 813-870-2700. 

Radio information: Flagship station—WRBQ 
1380 AM, 105 FM. 

Training camp: University of Tampa, Tampa, Fla.; 
Say a Opens for rookies and veterans 
uly 20, 


’ 


1990 SCHEDULE 


9—at Detroit 
. 16—Los Angeles Rams 
. 23—Detroit 
. 30—at Minnesota 
7—at Dallas 
14—Green Bay 
21—Dallas 
28—at San Diego 
4—Chicago 
11—at New Orleans 
18—alt San Francisco 
25—at Green Bay (Milw.) 
2—Atlanta 
9—Open date 
16—Minnesota 
23—at Chicago 
30—New York Jets 


1989 RESULTS 


. 10—at Green Bay 
. 17—San Francisco 
. 24—New Orleans 
1—at Minnesota 
8—Chicago 
15—Detroit 
22—at Washington 
29—at Cincinnati 
5—Cleveland 
12—Minnesota 
19—at Chicago 
26—at Phoenix 
3—Green Bay 
10—at Houston 
17—at Detroit 
24—Pittsburgh 


1989 LEADERS 


Scoring (kicking): Donald Igwebuike, 99 pts. 
(33/35 PATs, 22/28 FGs). 

Scoring (touchdowns): Mark Carrier, 54 pts. (9 
recening Lars Tate, 54 pts. (8 rushing, 1 receiy- 
ing). 

Passing: Vinny Testaverde, 3,133 yds. (480 att., 
258 comp., 53.8%, 20 TDs, 22 int.). 

Rushing: Lars Tate, 589 yds. (3.5 avg., 8 TDs). 
Receptions: Mark Carrier, 86 (1,422 yds., 16.5 
avg., 9 TDs), 

Interceptions: Harry Hamilton, 6 (70 yds., 0 
TDs); Mark Robinson, 6 (44 yds., 0 TDs), 
Tackles: Ervin Randle, 114 (74 solo, 40 assisted). 
Sacks: Kevin Murphy, 6 (6 yds.), 

Punting: Chris Mohr, 39.4 avg. (84 punts, 3,311 
yds., 2 blocked). 

Punt returns: Willie Drewrey, 11.0 avg. (20 att., 
220 yds., 0 TDs), 

Kickoff returns: Donnie Elder, 17.1 avg. (40 att., 
685 yds., 0 TDs). 


1989 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1990 roster only. 
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diate pass down the middle, but he will be 
challenged by fourth-round draft pick 
Jesse Anderson, who has the speed of a 
wide receiver. 

LINEMEN—Pau! Gruber, Tampa Bay’s 
No. | draftee in 1988, is a fixture at left 
tackle and has Pro Bowl ability. Veteran 
Randy (Bubba) Grimes is solid at center, 
but elsewhere, the competition is wide 
open. Converted defensive end Harry 
Swayne challenges Rob Taylor at right 
tackle, while Tom McHale, Plan B acqui- 
sition Scott Dill (Phoenix) and incumbents 
John Bruhin and Car! Bax battle for start- 
ing spots at guard. The additions of Ander- 
son and Cobb should inspire a run-block- 
ing unit that was terrible last year. 


DEFENSE 

LINEMEN—Left end Reuben Davis, 
tough against the run and improving as a 
pass rusher, has been the most consistent 
performer on the line for two seasons. 
Right end has been a problem since Ron 
Holmes was traded to Denver last year. 
Robert Goff is the best of a mediocre 
group, but he has had difficulty staying 
healthy. At nose tackle, Curt Jarvis and 
Shawn Lee are steady but not sensational. 
The signing of free-agent tackle Tim 
Newton, formerly of the Minnesota Vik- 
ings, should help. 

It would not be surprising to see the 
Bucs use a lot of four-man line combina- 
tions instead of their basic 3-4, 


LINEBACKERS—The deepest position on 
the team. Thomas and McCants have the 
potential to be devastating pass rushers. 
Kevin Murphy probably will stay outside 
as a backup, but Winston Moss might be 
more comfortable on the inside teamed 
with 1989 leading tackler Ervin Randle. 
Whatever way they choose to deploy their 
linebackers, the Bucs will have a difficult 
time messing it up. 

DEFENSIVE BACKS—Strong safety Mark 
Robinson and free safety Harry Hamilton 
are two of the hardest hitters on the team. 
What they lack in speed they make up for 
with intelligence and effort. But you don’t 
want either to get caught in “man” cover- 
age. Ricky Reynolds is solid at left corner- 
back, but Rod Jones, a first-round pick in 
1986, will have his hands full at right cor- 
ner competing against Plan B imports 
Eric Everett (Philadelphia) and Rodney 
Rice (New England) and free agent A.J. 
Greene. The Bucs’ nickel and dime de- 
fenses need to improve dramatically, thus 
the attention to signing players with expe- 


rience, 
SPECIAL TEAMS 


Donald Igwebuike is one of the league’s 
best on field goals and extra points, but 
his poor kickoffs often put opponents in 
favorable field position. Igwebuike has 
never missed a field goal from inside the 
35-yard line in five NFL seasons. 

Chris Mohr ranked near the bottom in 
league punting statistics and had two of 
his kicks blocked. 

The most effective of 
the Bucs’ kick-return 
men is Drewrey, who 
averaged 11 yards per 
punt runback last year. 


SS 


Glanville launches overhaul of lowly Falcons 


By ANDY FRIEDLANDER 
Gwinnett Daily News 


hen last we saw them, the Atlan- 

ta Falcons were the most hope- 

less team in the National Foot- 
ball League. By the end of the 1989 
season, the Falcons had lost their coach 
to forced retirement, two players to fatal 
car accidents and 13 games, a record 
even for a franchise with a history of futi- 
lity. 

Things have changed drastically since 
then. Jerry Glanville, the freewheeling 
former coach of the Houston Oilers, has 
replaced colorless Marion Campbell (and 
interim man Jim Hanifan) as head coach. 
A Brink's job of a trade brought Pro Bowl 
tackle Chris Hinton and gifted young re- 
ceiver Andre Rison to town. The draft 
produced potentially big-time talent in 
running back Steve Broussard and line- 
backer Darion Conner. 

While the overhaul is not yet complete 
—the defense needs plenty of work—it’s a 
promising start. 

“You can't do it all at once," Glanville 
said. “When you go to the dentist, you 
have him fix two teeth at a time, not the 
whole mouth at once. We got started this 
year and we'll do the rest next year.” 

Nobody is predicting a playoff berth for 
the Falcons just yet, especially consider- 
ing their killer schedule, but at least 
there's hope. If the newcomers perform 
as billed and the rest of the Falcons im- 
prove a notch or three, the 1990 season 
might be bearable in the NFL’s ultimate 
Losersville. 


Strengths: A strug- 
gling offense has been 
given life by an astute 
trade and a potentially excel- WR 
lent draft. With time to throw, 
Chris Miller can become a terrific LT 
quarterback. Andre Rison, Shawn LG 
Collins and Michael Haynes are among 
the league's best young receivers. 
Weaknesses: The Falcons lack speed RT 
at defensive end and could use help at 
safety. The defense is loaded with high TE 
draft choices who haven't produced, 
Key to success: Aundray Bruce and QB 
Marcus Cotton must finally live up to RB 
their potential as dominating outside 
linebackers, Miller must continue to 
develop and rookie Steve Broussard 
must take chaiye of a poor running 
game. 
Sure sign of trouble: |f the Falcons fal- 
ter offensively, With a defense still in 
need of an overhaul, Atlanta must 
score big to win. 
That's a fact: Despite finishing with the 
NFL's second-worst record last year at 
3-13, the Falcons face a monster 
schedule in which they play eight 
games against 1989 playoff teams. 
Their opponents’ combined '89 record ss 
was 138-117-1, a .541 winning per- 
centage. FS 
The head coach says: ‘'This is defi- 
nitely the right job for me. I'm a guy 
who's great for crawling out of holes. K 
We're in a dark hole and the fun is P 
going to be crawling out.” KR 


PR 


LE 
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LILB 


ROLB 


Nose tackle Tony Casillas is com- 
ing off his best year as a pro. 


COACHING 


The Falcons went from one extreme to 
the other when they replaced the ultra- 
conservative Campbell with Glanville, 


PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 


Bailey G. Thomas 
Hinton Hunter 
Scully Utt 


Collins 
Kenn 
Hoover 


c Dukes Bingham Scully 
RG Fralic Scully Utt 


Hoover Hunter 


Sadowski 


Hinton 
Wilkins 


WR Rison Haynes F. Dixon 


Renfroe 
Paterra 


Miller 
Settle 


Millen 
Jones 


RB Broussard Lang Paterra 
DEFENSE 


Gann Barnett 


NT Casillas Bowick Epps 
RE Bryan Green Barnett 


Reid 
Rade 


Bruce 
Conner 


LILB Conner Rade Thaxton 
RILB  Tuggle Thaxton 


Cotton Reid 


LCB__Dimry Butler 
RCB Sanders Dimry 


B. Jordan 
B. Jordan 


Shelley 
Shelley 


Gordon 
Case 


SPECIALISTS 


Miller 
Davis 
Jones 
Rison 


Davis 

Fulhage 
Sanders 
Sanders 


Paterra 
B. Jordan 
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whose “living on the edge” philosophy is 
based on a series of gambles. 

Under Glanville, the Falcons have in- 
stalled a run-and-shoot offense that will be 
used as much as 70 percent of the time 
and a defense that will blitz, blitz, blitz. 
The idea is that for as many times as they 
sputter, they will make a big play to com- 
pensate. 

But Glanville’s brand of football also 


has a huge potential downside. In trying | 


to make big plays, Glanville’s teams tend 
to give them up as well. His Oilers also 
committed foolish penalties by the boat- 
load and, even more disturbing, lost prac- 
tically every big game they played. 

Of course, just playing a big game 
would be cause for celebration in Atlanta. 


OFFENSE 


QUARTERBACKS—In trying to trade the 
No. 1 pick in the 1990 draft to Indianap- 
olis, the Falcons touted Illinois’ Jeff 
George as the greatest quarterback since 
Dan Marino, prompting speculation that 
Glanville was down on Chris Miller. But 
with George safely packed away to the 
Colts in exchange for Hinton, Rison and a 
couple of draft picks, Miller has returned 
to his rightful place as the leader of the 
offense. 

In 1989, his second full season, Miller 
had the league’s best interception per- 
centage and became only the second Fal- 
con quarterback to throw for over 3,000 
yards in a season. And he was playing be- 
hind a pitiful line that allowed 51 sacks, 
leaving Miller battered and bruised all 
year. With an improved line, the mobile, 
rifle-armed quarterback should get even 
better. 

Hugh Millen, who played well in one 
start last season while Miller was injured, 
will battle Gilbert Renfroe, a four-year 
veteran of the Canadian Football League, 
for the No. 2 job. Renfroe has drawn raves 
from Atlanta coaches. 

RUNNING BACKS—No part of the Atlan- 
ta offense struggled as much as the run- 
ning game last year, a situation due partly 
to the line but also to the team’s lack of a 
breakaway threat in the backfield. The 
Falcons hope they solved that problem by 
making Washington State's Broussard, a 
5-foot-7 fireplug with 4.4-second speed 
over 40 yards, their first-round draft selec- 
tion. 

The Falcons will feature Broussard in 
their run-and-shoot, hoping to break him 
through the line with quick traps and 
draws and allowing him to take advan- 
tage of the spread-out defense. 

In the two-back set, John Settle, Keith 
Jones and Gene Lang must compete for 
playing time. Settle slipped to 689 yards 
rushing last year after making the Pro 
Bowl in 1988. Jones has good hands and 


moves but average speed, while Lang isa — 


decent receiver who figures to be a situa- 
tional back. 
RECGEIVERS—The Falcons needed some 
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COACHES 


Head coach—Jerry Glanville. 

Assistant coaches— 

Jimmy Carr (secondary), 

Tim Jorgensen (strength and conditioning), 
Bill Kollar (defensive line). 

Wayne McDuffie (offensive line). 

Jimmy Robinson (wide receivers). 

Tom Rossley (quarterbacks). 

Keith Rowen (special teams/tight ends). 

Ray Sherman (assistant head coach/offense). 
Doug Shively (assistant head coach/defense). 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


1989 regular-season record: 3-13 (4th in NFC 
West); 0-6 in division; 1-11 in conference; 3-5 at 
home; 0-8 on road. 

1989 playoff record: None. 

1989 team rankings: total offense, 12th in NFC/ 
24th in NFL; total defense, 14th/28th; rushing of- 
fense, 14th/28th; rushing defense, 14th/28th; 
passing offense, 5th/9th; passing defense, 7th/ 
19th; scoring offense, 12th/22nd; scoring defense, 
14th/28th; takeaways, T11th/T21st; giveaways, 
Ast/1st; turnover differential, 3rd/T5th; sacks, 
12th/T23rd; sacks allowed, 12th/T24th. 
Glanville’s regular-season record: First year 
as head coach of Falcons; 33-32 in five seasons 
with Oilers. 

Glanville’s postseason record: 2-3 in three 
playoffs with Oilers. 

Team record last five years: 22-56-1 (.285, 
ranks 27th in league in that span), 


MISCELLANEOUS DATA 


Stadium (capacity): Atlanta-Fulton County 
Stadium (59,643), 

Ticket information: 950 E. Paces Ferry Road, 
Suite 2920, Atlanta, GA 30326; 404-261-5400. 
prs information: Flagship station—WSB 750 


Training camp: Atlanta Falcon Complex, Suwan- 
ee, Ga.; 404-945-1111. Opens for rookies and 
veterans July 26, 


1990 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 9—Houston 

Sept. 16—at Detroit 

Sept. 23—at San Francisco 
Sept. 30—Open date 

Oct, 7—New Orleais 

Oct, 14—San Francisco 
Oct. 21—at Los Angeles Rams 
Oct. 28—Cincinnati 

Nov. 4—at Pittsburgh 
Noy. 11—at Chicago 

Nov. 18—Philadelphia 

Nov. 25—at New Orleans 
Dec. 2—at Tampa Bay 
Dec. 9—Phoenix 

Dec. 16—at Cleveland 

Dec. 23--Los Angeles Rams 
Dec. 30—Dallas 


Sept. 10—L.A. Rams 21-31 
Sept, 17—Dallas 27-21 
Sept. 24—at Indianapolis 9-13 
Oct. 1—at Green Bay 21-23 
Oct. 8—at L.A. Rams 14-26 
Oct. 15—New England 16-15 
Oct. 22—at Phoenix 20-34 
Oct. 29—at New Orleans 13-20 
Nov. 5—Buffalo 30-28 
Nov. 12—at San Francisco 3-45 
Nov. 19—New Orleans 17-26 
Nov. 26—at N.Y. Jets 7-27 
Dec, 3—San Francisco 10-23 
Dec. 10—at Minnesota 17-43 
Dec. 17—Washington 30-31 
Dec, 24—Detroit 24-31 


1989 LEADERS 


Scoring (kicking): Paul McFadden, 63 pts. 
(18/18 PATs, 15/20 FGs). 

Scoring (touchdowns): Keith Jones, 36 pts. (6 
rushing), 

remng: Chris Miller, 3,459 yds. (526 att., 280 
comp., 53.2%, 16 TDs, 10 int.). 

Rushing; John Settle, 689 yds. (3.8 avg., 3 TDs). 
Receptions: Shawn Collins, 58 (862 yds., 14.9 
avg., 3 TDs). 

Interceptions: Deion Sanders, 5 (52 yds., 0 TDs). 
Tackles: Jessie Tuggle, 183 (112 solo, 71 assist- 
ed). 

Sacks: Marcus Cotton, 9 (50 yds.). 

Punting: Scott Fulhage, 41.3 avg. (84 punts, 
3,472 yds., 1 blocked). 

Punt returns: Deion Sanders, 11.0 avg. (28 att., 
307 yds., 1 TD). 

Kickoff returns: Deion Sanders, 20.7 avg. (35 
att., 725 yds., 0 TDs). 


1989 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1990 roster only. 


Butler 
Collins 
| Davis _ 
F. Dixon 
| Haynes 
Jones 
Lang 
McFadden 
Millen _ 
Miller 
Rison 


Sanders. 
Settle 
Wilkins _ 


* punt return. 
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depth at wide receiver to man their new 
run-and-shoot, and the acquisition of 
Rison was a big step in the right direction. 

In Rison (52 catches) and Shawn Collins 
(58), the Falcons have the two leading 
rookie receivers of 1989 to go with Mi- 
chael Haynes (40 receptions), a speedy 
deep threat. Those three make the 
wideout position a strength, although 
there is quite a drop-off after that. 

Veteran Stacey Bailey can go long but 
has not enjoyed a completely healthy sea- 
son since 1984, Floyd Dixon has good 
hands and quickness but has trouble get- 
ting off the line of scrimmage, and 
George Thomas has speed but suspect 
hands. Other possibilities are 5-6 free 
agent Titus Dixon and big Kevin Simien, 
who spent last year on the developmental 
squad. 

The Falcons lack a proven tight end, 
but that’s not a big problem because Glan- 
ville’s tight end is almost exclusively a run 
blocker from the two-back set. Gary Wil- 
kins, who started one game last season, 
and Troy Sadowski, who spent most of last 
fall trying out with various clubs, will go 
after the spot, but Glanville is thinking 
hard about converting fifth-round draft 
choice Reggie Redding, a 281l-pound 
guard, to tight end. 

LINEMEN—What was the Falcons’ 
greatest offensive weakness last season 
now looms as a major strength. Hinton, a 
six-time Pro Bowler, and Plan B signees 
Ben Utt, Mike Ruether and Ronnie Lee 
add ability and depth to a line that was 
missing both. 

Hinton is slated to replace Houston 
Hoover at right tackle, but if aging left 
tackle Mike Kenn has another poor year, 
Glanville will not hesitate to move Hinton 
to the left side. In that event, Hoover 
would remain at right tackle and Utt or 
John Scully, who sat out last season in a 
contract dispute, would start at left guard. 
But if Kenn holds on, Hoover will plug a 
big hole at left guard. 

Four-time Pro Bowler Bill Fralic is a 
fixture at right guard, and Jamie Dukes 
seems set at center. Guy Bingham will 
probably make the roster as a long snap- 
per and backup center. 


DEFENSE 


LINEMEN—While the Falcons feel se- 
cure with their offense, the defense is an- 
other story entirely, especially up front. 

Nose tackle Tony Casillas is coming off 
his best year as a pro, but the ends are 
suspect, Mike Gann is rugged and a good 
run defender, but he is a step slow and 
rarely gets to the passer. Rick Bryan is 
coming off a neck injury that severely 
weakened his right side and could end his 
career. Ben Thomas started 13 games in 
his place last year. 

The Falcons may have come up with a 
steal in third-round draft choice Oliver 
Barnett, an excellent physical specimen 
with a reputation for lapses in intensity at 
Kentucky. Tim Green is expected to move 
from outside linebacker to full-time defen- 
sive end, where he could take over if 
Bryan can’t come back. He also will see 
extensive action when the Falcons use 


four-man fronts. 

LINEBAGKERS—For two years, the Fal- 
cons have been scratching their heads 
over the lack of production from talented 
outside linebackers Aundray Bruce and 
Marcus Cotton. This could be the year 
they bust out. Both players felt stifled and 
confused by Campbell’s conservative 
read-and-react defense, and the switch to 
an attack style figures to do them a world 
of good. 

The tandem showed signs of coming 
around late last year. Cotton led the team 
with nine sacks despite being buried on 
the bench for over half the season. 

On the inside, No. 2 draft pick Conner, 
called ‘a borderline trained killer’ by 
Glanville, should replace incumbent John 
Rade early on. The Jackson State product 
will team with another big hitter in Jessie 
Tuggle (183 tackles in ’89), 

Galand Thaxton, a special teams mani- 
ac who can fill in anywhere, and Michael 
Reid provide depth. 

DEFENSIVE BACKS—If Deion Sanders 
decides to come back from his annual ex- 
cursion into baseball, he is set at right cor- 
nerback. He is perhaps the most gifted 
corner in the game, possessing great 
speed and good instincts, and his man-to- 
man cover ability suits Glanville to a tee. 
But Sanders must be willing to work and 
keep his head in the game, two areas in 
which he had trouble as a 1989 rookie. 

On the other side, Charles Dimry has 
the edge over 31-year-old Bobby Butler 
because of his man-to-man skills. That 
gives the Falcons two relatively green 
corners, which could spell trouble. 

The Falcons will have to be content 
with a pair of undersized safeties in 188- 
pound Tim Gordon and 178-pound Scott 
Case, a converted cornerback who made 
the Pro Bowl two years ago. Both are ag- 
gressive, but neither packs the wallop 
Glanville wants in his safeties. 

Brian Jordan, a 202-pounder who spent 
much of the year on the developmental 
squad, may have a future at strong safety. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Sanders is perhaps the league’s most 
dangerous return man. He brought a punt 
back 68 yards for a touchdown in his first 
game and had kickoff returns of 72 and 60 
yards. By midseason, kickers were aiming 
away from Sanders, holding his average 
down to 11 yards per punt return and 20.7 
per kickoff return. 

Training camp will feature a battle at 
place-kicker between Paul McFadden, 
who held the job until he was sidelined by 
a leg injury, and Greg Davis. McFadden 
had a tremendous year, hitting a club-rec- 
ord 54-yard field goal and making the 
clutch kicks, but Davis is accurate and 
has the stronger leg on kickoffs. 

Punter Scott Fulhage (41.3-yard aver- 
age in '89) will be challenged by Shawn 
McCarthy, a 12th-round draft choice from 
Purdue. A few booming 
punts could do wonders 
for the Falcons’ punt 
coverage team, which 
ranked 24th in the c— 
league last year. if 


1990 ATLANTA FALCONS ROSTER 


NFL How ’'89 Games 
QUARTERBACKS HtL/Wt. Exp. College acq. 
Campbell, Scott 6-0/195 5 Purdue 
Millen, Hugh 6-5/216 Washington 
Miller, Chris 6-2/200 Oregon 
Renfroe, Gilbert 61/195 2-18-63 Tennessee State 


RUNNING BACKS 
Broussard, Steve 5-7/201 2-22-67 
Floyd, Victor 

Johnson, Tracy 
Johiison, Undra 

Jones, Keith 

Lang, Gene 

Paterra, Greg 

Primus, James 

Pringle, Mike 

Settle, John 
RECEIVERS 

Bailey, Stacey 
Brinson, Dana 

Collins, Shawn 

Dixon, Floyd 

Dixon, Titus 

Haynes, Michael 
Hinnant, Mike (TE) 
Lee, Gary 

Milling, James 

Rison, Andre 

Thomas, George 
Wilkins, Gary (TE) 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Barrows, Scott (G/C) 
Bingham, Guy (C/G) 
Clayton, Stan (G) 
Dukes, Jamie (C/G) 
Fralic, Bill (G) 

Hinton, Chris (T) 
Hoover, Houston (T/G) 
Hunter, John (T) 
Kenn, Mike (T) 

Lee, Ronnie (T) 
Redding, Reggie (G/T) 
Ruether, Mike (C) 
Scully, John (G/C) 
Utt, Ben (G) 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 

Barnett, Oliver (T) 

Bowick, Tony (NT) 

Bryan, Rick (E) 

Casillas, Tony (NT) 

Cline, Jackie (E/NT) 

Epps, Tory (NT) 

Gann, Mike (E) 

Taylor, Malcolm (T) 

Thomas, Ben (E) 

Tippins, Ken (E) 

Watts, Randy 

LINEBACKERS 

Bruce, Aundray 

Conner, Darion 

Cotton, Marcus 

Green, Tim 

Jordan, Darrell 

Rade, John 

Reid, Michael 

Salum, Donnie 

Thaxton, Galand 

Tuggle, Jessie 2-14-65 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 

Butler, Bobby (CB) 5-28-59 
Case, Scott (CB/S) 5-17-62 
Dimry, Charles (CB) 1-31-66 
Ellison, Chris (S) 12-20-67 
Gordon, Tim (S) 5-7-65 
Guidry, Kevin (CB) 5-16-64 
Jordan, Brian (S) 3-29-67 
Mitchell, Roland (CB) 3-15-64 
Sanders, Deion (CB/KR) / 8-9-67 
Shelley, Elbert (S) 12-24-64 
SPECIALISTS 

Davis, Greg (KK) 11-29-65 
Fulhage, Scott (P) 11-17-61 
McCarthy, Shawn (P) 2-22-68 
McFadden, Paul (K) 5-11/166 9-24-61 
OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP 

Scott Adams, OT; John Adleta, NT; Eric Bergeson, CB; David Brown, CB; William Evers, CB; Greg Harris, WR; 
Mark Hopkins, TE; Jason Kuipers, C; Joe Meerton, TE; Darron Norris, RB; Johnny Norwood, DB; Chris 
Parker, DL; Greg Ross, DL; Rickey Royal, CB; Troy Sadowski, TE; Kevin Simien, WR; Paul Singer, QB. 

=Not with Atlanta in 1989. 

tIncludes totals with both Atlanta and another NFL team in 1989. 

+Canadian Football League. 

Key to abbreviations on page 160. 


Washington State 
Florida State 
Clemson 

West Virginia 
Illinois 

Louisiana State 
Slippery Rock 
UCLA 


Cal State Fullerton 
Appalachian State 
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San Jose State 
Nebraska 
Northern Arizona 
Stephen F. Austin St. 
Troy State 
Northern Arizona 
Temple 

Georgia Tech 
Maryland 

Michigan State 
Nevada-Las Vegas 
Georgia Tech 
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West Virginia 
Montana 

Penn State 
Florida State 
Pittsburgh 
Northwestern 
Jackson State 
Brigham Young 
Michigan 
Baylor 

Cal State Fullerton 
Texas 

Notre Dame 
Georgia Tech 
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Kentucky 
UT-Chattanooga 
Oklahoma 
Oklahoma 
Alabama 
Memphis State 
Notre Dame 
Tennessee State 
Auburn 

Middle Tennessee State 
Catawba 


Auburn 

Jackson State 
Southern California 
Syracuse 

Northern Arizona 
Boise State 
Wisconsin 

Arizona 

Wyoming 

Valdosta State 
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Florida State 

Oklahoma 

Nevada-Las Vegas 

Houston 

Tulsa 

Louisiana State 

Richmond 

Texas Tech 

Florida State 

Arkansas State 011/87 


The Citadel FA/89 6/0 
Kansas State 16/0 
Purdue 2/90 — 
Youngstown State UFA/89 9/0 
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DID YOU KNOW... 


... that the Falcons have had seven consecutive losing years, tied with Tampa Bay for the longest current 
streak, and have finished last in the NFC West in six of those seasons? 
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Rams have novel idea for NFC West chase scene 


By DON SEEHOLZER 
Orange County Register 


or four years now, they have been 
) playing Captain Ahab to the San 
— Francisco 49ers’ Moby Dick—chas- 
ing, chasing, yet always coming up short. 

The Los Angeles Rams are getting 
closer, however. 

In 1989, they were four minutes away 
from sweeping the teams’ regular-season 
series. In the National Football Confer- 
ence title game, the two clubs went head 
to head for a Super Bow! berth. 

In each encounter, San Francisco 
dodged the Rams’ harpoon, but if any 
team has the gumption to upend the two- 
time defending Super Bowi champions, 
Los Angeles is the first to speak up. 

“Sure, we can beat them,” Coach John 
Robinson said. “(Our) two regular-season 
games were very close. There’s no reason 
to expect the next two won't be, too. I 
have great respect for the 49ers’ talent 
and the way they do things, but I can’t 
worry about them. I don’t think they're 
the issue. We're the issue." 

For the Rams to finish in front of San 
Francisco, they need another big year 
from quarterback Jim Everett (who 
broke his club record with 4,310 yards 
passing in 1989) and a far better one from 
their defense (which ranked last in the 
league against the pass). 

More than anything, they must avoid 
four-game losing streaks, which have rele- 
gated them to wild-card status in each of 
the past two seasons. 

“T don’t know exactly what it is, but it's 


Strengths: The 

Rams’ aerosquadron of 
quarterback Jim Everett 
and receivers Henry Ellard WR 


> 


Jim Everett finished as the NFC’s No. 2-rated passer last season. 


something we must deal with,” Robinson 
said. “When you're hot, you can seem un- 
beatable, almost. But when that hot goes 
away, you have to find out what else you 
are... Wwe have to find other ways to win 
when the ball is ticking off people's fin- 
gers.” 

If the Rams can do that and shore up 
their leaky secondary, this could be the 
year Ahab gets his whale. 


COACHING 


In Robinson's seven years as coach, the 


PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 


Ellard A. Cox 


and Flipper Anderson is second 


Pankey R. Cox 


only to San Francisco's Montana- 
Rice-Taylor team. And not by much. 
Weaknesses: Los Angeles had the Na- 
tional Football League's worst pass 
defense in 1989 and slipped from a 


Love 
Brostek 
Love 


Newberry 
D. Smith 
Milinichik 


Slater R. Cox 


league-leading 56 sacks in 1988 to 42. 
Linebacker Kevin Greene can't apply 
pressure for two or three players. WR 
Key to success: Keeping Everett QB 


Holohan Carter 
Stallworth 


Long Herrmann 


Johnson 
Anderson 
Everett 


healthy and opposing quarterbacks RB 
under control, A better pass rush will FB 


Warner 
McGee 


Gary Delpino 
Delpino Farr 


go a long way toward the latter. 
Sure sign of trouble: A slow start. The 


Rams need to win big before closing a LDE 


DEFENSE 


Reed S. Smith B. Smith 


schedule that includes a trip to Cleve- NT 


Wright S. Smith 


land and two games each against San 


Francisco and New Orleans. RDE 


Hawkins Piel 


That's a fact: Thirty of the 50 players 
on the Rams’ active roster at the end of 
the 1987 season are no longer with the 
team, 

The head coach says: ‘The challenge 


LOLB 


Greene Faryniarz 
Kelm Owens 


Strickland Stams 
Wilcher Bethune 


for us is to be better. The challenge is 
for us to improve. | think we've got as 


Jackson 
Jackson 


Gray Humphery 
Humphery D. Henley 


much potential for improvement as 
anybody in the league. There are more 
good young players on our team than 
just about any team in the league.” 


K 


Newman Stewart 


Terrell Gray Newsome 


SPECIALISTS 


Lansford 


P 


KR Delpino 


PR 


Elmore llesic 


Berry 
Ellard 


D. Henley 
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Rams have advanced to the playoffs (but 
no farther) six times, a success rate sec- 
ond in the league only to the 49ers, 

Under offensive coordinator Ernie 
Zampese, they have ranked third and 
fourth in total offense the last two sea- 
sons, up from 23rd the year before Zam- 
pese’s arrival. Defensive coordinator 
Fritz Shurmur demonstrated in playoff 
wins over Philadelphia and New York 
that good coaching can compensate for a 
lack of great talent. 

Generally speaking, that has been the 
story under Robinson, who keeps closing 
the gap on San Francisco while operating 
with less material on a smaller budget. 


OFFENSE 


QUARTERBACKS—Forget the 30-3 loss 
in the NFC championship game—1989 
was a breakthrough season for Everett. 

Besides leading the league in touch- 
down passes with 29, Everett guided the 
Rams to comeback victories over San 
Francisco, New Orleans, Dallas, New 
England and the Giants. He also put them 
ahead in two other games the defense let 
slip away. 

Bothered by hip and back problems, he 
struggled with the rest of the team during 
its four-game slump but finished as the 
NFC’s No. 2-rated passer behind Joe Mon- 
tana. In each of Everett's 48 career starts, 
the Rams have scored in double figures. 

It’s a long step down to No. 2, but Los 
Angeles moved to upgrade by trading for 
Detroit’s Chuck Long, who will compete 
with Mark Herrmann for the backup job. 

RUNNING BACKS—While Greg Bell 
awaited a trade, the Rams made a big 
splash by signing Seattle’s Curt Warner as 
a Plan B free agent. The back to watch, 
however, could be second-year man 
Cleveland Gary. 

After delaying the start of his rookie 
season with a lengthy holdout, Gary 
rushed for just 163 yards on 37 carries, but 


he is expected to share the starting job 
with the 29-year-old Warner. Injuries have 
idled him in the past, but Warner has four 
1,000-yard seasons to his credit in seven 
years. 

Jack-of-all-trades Buford McGee is an 
underrated fullback, and the Rams have a 
versatile swing man in Robert Delpino, 
who was on his way to replacing Bell as 
the No. 1 running back before being 
slowed by injuries. 

RECEIVERS—Henry Ellard posted his 
second consecutive 1,000-yard season and 
moved into second place on the Rams’ all- 
time receptions list, but even he was over- 
shadowed by Willie (Flipper) Anderson, a 
preseason reserve who came off the 
bench to catch 44 passes for 1,146 yards (a 
26-yard average). 

Anderson, who had just 11 catches as a 
rookie, set an NFL single-game record 
with 336 yards against New Orleans and 
scored both touchdowns in the 19-13 over- 
time victory over the Giants in the play- 
offs. 

Aaron Cox, who lost his starting job to 
Anderson during the exhibition season be- 
cause of a hamstring injury, gives the club 
a capable third receiver, but the Rams 
must find a replacement for Ron Brown, 
who signed with the Raiders as a Plan B 
free agent. 

The other hands in the passing game 
belong to tight end Pete Holohan, who 
ranked second on the team with 51 
catches but is 31 years old and coming off 
another knee injury. If he isn’t 100 per- 
cent, Damone Johnson can step in. 

LINEMEN—The line features three for- 
mer Pro Bowlers, but age is setting in. 
With an eye to the future, the Rams used 
their first pick in the 1990 draft on Wash- 
ington center Bern Brostek, an aggressive 
blocker who can also play guard. 

Though a congenital back condition 
scared away some teams (it wasn’t a 
problem in college, however), Brostek fig- 
ures to be the heir apparent to Pro Bowl 
center Doug Smith, 33. 

Starting tackles Jackie Slater and Irv 
Pankey are 36 and 32, respectively, but 
that didn’t stop Slater from visiting his 
sixth Pro Bowl last season. Behind them, 
the Rams have a solid backup in Robert 
Cox. 

Left guard is in the capable hands of 
1988 Pro Bowler Tom Newberry, but the 
right guard spot is up for grabs between 
Duval Love and Plan B signee Joe Milini- 
chik, formerly of Detroit. 


DEFENSE 


LINEMEN—Remember Deacon, Merlin 
and the glory years of the Fearsome 
Foursome? Well, those days are just a fad- 
ing memory for the Rams, who haven't 
sent a defensive lineman to the Pro Bowl 
since 1980. 

Actually, nose tackle Alvin Wright had 
a Pro Bowl-caliber season in 1989, but 
most of his tackles came on first and sec- 
ond down and not in passing situations, 
where linebacker Kevin Greene was the 
team’s only consistent rushing threat. 


Continued 


1990 LOS ANGELES RAMS ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS 
Everett, Jim 
Herrmann, Mark 
Johnson, Rick 

Long, Chuck 


RUNNING BACKS 
Bell, Greg 

Delpino, Robert (FB) 
Gary, Cleveland 
Green, Gaston 

Lang, David 

McGee, Buford 
Sanders, Chuck 
Warner, Curt 


RECEIVERS 
Anderson, Willie 
Carter, Pat (TE) 

Cox, Aaron 

Craig, Paco 

Ellard, Henry 

Holohan, Pete (TE) 
Johnson, Damone (TE) 
Lomack, Tony 
Stallworth, Tim 
Taylor, Gene 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Brostek, Bern (C) 
Cox, Robert (T) 
Crawford, Elbert (C) 
Love, Duval (G) 
Milinichik, Joe (G) 
Newberry, Tom (G) 
Pankey, Irv(T) 
Slater, Jackie (T) 
Smith, Doug (C) 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Bates, Stephen (T) 
Goldberg, Bill (T) 
Hawkins, Bill (T) 

Piel, Mike (T) 

Reed, Doug (T) 

Smith, Brian (T) 
Smith, Sean (T) 
Wright, Alvin (NT) 


LINEBACKERS 
Bethune, George 
Faryniarz, Brett 
Greene, Kevin 

Kelm, Larry 
McDonald, Mike 
Messner, Mark 
Owens, Mel 

Savage, Ray 

Stams, Frank 
Strickland, Fred 
Wilcher, Mike 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Berry, Latin (CB) 
Gray, Jerry (CB) 
Henley, Darryl (CB) 
Hicks, Clifford (CB) 
Humphery, Bobby (CB) 
Jackson, Alfred (CB) 
Newman, Anthony (S) 
Newsome, Vince (S) 
Sanchez, Lupe (CB) 
Stewart, Michael (S) 
Terrell, Pat (S) 


SPECIALISTS 
Elmore, Kent (P) 
Tlesic, Hank (P) 
Lansford, Mike (K) 


NFL 
Ht./Wt Born Exp. College 
6-5/212 1-3-63 5 Purdue 
6-4/202 1-8-59 10 = Purdue 
6-2/205 1-21-61 R Southern Illinois 
6-4/221 2-18-63 5 Towa 
5-11/210 8-1-62 7 Notre Dame 
6-0/205 11-2-65 3 Missouri 
6-0/226 5-4-66 2 Miami (Fla.) 
5-11/192 8-1-66 3 UCLA 
5-11/201 3-28-67 R Northern Arizona 
6-0/210 8-16-60 7 Mississippi 
6-1/233 4-24-64 3 Slippery Rock 
5-11/205 3-18-61 7 Penn State 
6-0/175 3-7-65 3 UCLA 
6-3/255 8-1-66 3 Florida State 
5-10/178 3-13-65 3 Arizona State 
5-10/170 2-2-65 2 UCLA 
5-11/182 7-21-61 8 Fresno State 
6-4/235 7-25-59 10 Notre Dame 
6-4/250 3-2-62 5 Cal Poly SLO 
5-8/180 4-27-68 R Florida 
5-10/180 8-26-66 R Washington State 
6-3/189 11-12-62 3 Fresno State 
6-3/300 9-11-66 R Washington 
6-5/285 12-30-63 4 UCLA 
6-3/280 6-20-66 R Arkansas 
6-3/287 6-24-63 6 UCLA 
6-5/275 3-30-63 4 North Carolina State 
6-2/285 12-20-62 5 Wisconsin-LaCrosse 
6-5/292 2-15-58 11 Penn State 
6-4/287 5-27-54 15 Jackson State 
6-3/275 11-25-56 13 Bowling Green 
6-4/249 6-28-66 R James Madison 
6-3/266 12-27-66 R Georgia 
6-6/266 5-9-66 2 Miami (Fla.) 
6-4/270 9-21-65 2 Illinois 
6-3/265 7-16-60 8 San Diego State 
6-6/268 4-23-66 2 Auburn 
6-4/272 3-27-65 4 Grambling 
6-2/285 2-5-61 3) Jacksonville State 
6-4/240 3-30-67 2 Alabama 
6-3/232 7-23-65 3 San Diego State 
6-3/247 7-31-62 6 Auburn 
6-4/240 11-29-64 4 Texas A&M 
6-1/240 6-22-58 6 Southern California 
6-2/256 12-19-65 1 Michigan 
6-2/240 12-7-58 10 Michigan 
6-1/245 1-3-68 R Virginia 
6-2/240 7-17-65 2 Notre Dame 
6-2/250 8-15-66 3 Purdue 
6-3/245 3-20-60 8 North Carolina 
5-10/196 1-13-67 R Oregon 
6-0/185 12-16-62 6 Texas 
5-9/172 10-30-66 2 UCLA 
5-10/188 8-18-64 4 Oregon 
5-10/180 8-23-61 7 New Mexico State 
6-0/180 7-10-67 2 San Diego State 
6-0/199 11-25-65 3 Oregon 
6-1/186 1-22-61 8 Washington 
5-10/192 10-28-61 4 UCLA 
6-0/199 7-12-65 4 Fresno State 
6-0/195 3-18-68 R Notre Dame 
6-2/180 4-27-67 R Tennessee 
6-1/210 9-7-59 2 None 
6-0/190 7-20-58 9 Washington 


OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP 
Theo Adams, OT; Richard Ashe, TE; General Brown, DT; Anthony Bruno, DT; David Caylor, K; David Eldridge, 
RB; Derrick Faison, WR; Mel Farr, RB; Bobby Flenoid, CB; Monty Gilbreath, WR; Terry Gray, OT; Randall 
Hord, DT; Damon Johnson, DT; Dewayne Jones, S; Michael Kane, RB; Gary Knudson, TE; Jerry Leggett, DT, 
Rodney Lossow, C; Tony Manu, LB; Jeff Mickel, G; Mario Mitchell, CB; David Ortega, LB; Chris Parker, QB; 
William Pellum, WR; Jim Price, TE; Anthony Sargent, WR; Fred Whittingham, RB; Paul Yniguez, G. 
*Not with L.A. Rams in 1989. 

tIncludes totals with both L.A. Rams and another NFL team in 1989. 
Canadian Football League. 

Key to abbreviations on page 160. 


DID YOU KNOW... 


How ’89 Games 
acq. GP/GS 
Tr./86 16/16 
FA/88 3/0 
FA/90 “$6 
Tr./90 *1/0 
Tr./87 16/15 
D5a/88 16/1 
D1b/89 10/0 
Dla/88 6/1 
012/90 - 
Tr./87 16/13 
FA/90 0/0 
UFA/90 *16/15 
D2b/88 16/13 
Tr./89 16/0 
D1b/88 16/3 
FA/90 ery 
02/83 14/12 
Tr. /88 16/6 
D6/85 16/16 
09/90 _ 
D6/90 _ 
FA/90 °$3 
D1/90 = 
D6/86 16/2 
D8b/90 =— 
D10/85 15/1 
UFA/90 =°15/1 
D2/86 16/16 
02/80 14/14 
D3/76 16/16 
OFA/78 16/16 
010/90 = 
D11/90 = 
01a/89 13/1 
03/88 13/6 
04/83 11/11 
02a/89 3/0 
FA/89 2/1 
FA/86 16/16 
07/89 16/0 
FA/88 16/0 
05/85 16/16 
D4/87 7/6 
FA/88 16/0 
D6b/89 4/0 
01/81 16/11 
08a/90 — 
D2b/89 16/3 
D2c/88 12/12 
02/83 16/16 
03/90 = 
01/85 16/16 
D02c/89 15/0 
03/87 15/6 
Tr./90 *16/16 
D5/89 7/0 
02a/88 15/1 
04/83 16/16 
FA/90 0/0 
D8/87 16/15 
D2/90 - 
D7/90 = 
UFA/90 =*14/0 
FA/82 16/0 


. .. that since John Robinson became coach in 1983, the Rams have a 4-3 regular-season record against the 


49ers at Candlestick Park and a 1-6 mark at home? 
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COACHES 


Head coach—John Robinson. 
Assistant coaches— 

Larry Brooks (assistant defensive line). 
Dick Coury (quarterbacks). 

Artie Gigantino (assistant linebackers). 
Marv Goux (defensive line). 

Gil Haskell (running backs). 

Hudson Houck (offensive line). 

Jairo Penaranda (special teams). 
Steve Shafer (defensive backfield). 
Fritz Shurmur (defensive coordinator). 
Norval Turner (wide receivers/tight ends). 
Fred Whittingham (linebackers). 

Ernie Zampese (offensive coordinator). 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


1989 regular-season record: 11-5 (2nd in NFC 
West); 4-2 in division; 8-4 in conference; 6-2 at 
home; 5-3 on road. 

1989 playoff record: Defeated Eagles, 21-7, in 
NFC wild-card game; defeated Giants, 19-13 (0T), 
in NFC semifinals; lost to 49ers, 30-3, in NFC 
championship. 

1989 team rankings: total offense, 3rd in NFC/ 
4th in NFL; total defense, 11th/21st; rushing of- 
fense, 7th/13th; rushing defense, 5th/5th; passing 
offense, 3rd/4th; passing defense, 14th/28th; 
scoring offense, 2nd/2nd; scoring defense, 7th/ 
17th; takeaways, T9th/T15th; giveaways, 3rd/ 
4th; turnover differential, T5th/T9th; sacks, Sth/ 
9th; sacks allowed, 4th/7th. 

Robinson's regular-season record: 67-44 in 
seven seasons with Rams, 

Robinson's postseason record: 4-6 in six play- 
offs with Rams, 

Team record last five years: 48-31 (.608, ranks 
6th in league in that span). 


MISCELLANEOUS DATA 


Stadium (capacity): Anaheim Stadium 
(69,008). 


Ticket information: Anaheim Stadium, 1900 
State College Blyd., Anaheim, CA 92806; 714- 
937-6767. 


jer information: Flagship station—KMPC, 710 


Training camp: University of California at Irvine, 
Irvine, Calif.; 714-854-4080. Opens for rookies 
and veterans July 26, 


Sept. 9—at Green Bay 

Sept. 16—at Tampa Bay 

Sept. 23—Philadelphia 

Sept. 30—Open date 

Oct. 7—Cincinnati 

Oct. 14—at Chicago 

Oct. 21—Atlanta 

Oct. 29—at Pittsburgh (Mon.) 

Nov. 4—Houston 

Noy. 11—New York Giants 

Nov. 18-—-Dallas 

Nov. 25—at San Francisco 

Dec. 2—at Cleveland 

Dec. 9—New Orleans 

Dec. 17—San Francisco (Mon.) 

Dec. 23--at Atlanta 

Dec. 31—at New Orleans (Mon.) 

Sept. 10—at Atlanta 31-21 
Sept. 17—Indianapolis 31-17 
Sept. 24—Green Bay 41-38 
Oct. 1—at San Francisco 13-12 
Oct. 8—Atlanta 26-14 
Oct. 16—at Buffalo 20-23 
Oct. 22—New Orleans 21-40 
Oct. 29—at Chicago 10-20 
Nov. 5—at Minnesota (OT) 21-23 
Nov. 12—N.Y. Giants 31-10 
Nov. 19—Phoenix 37-14 
Nov. 26—at New Orleans (OT) 20-17 
Dec. 3—at Dallas 35-31 
Dec. 11—San Francisco 27-30 
Dec. 17—N.Y. Jets 38-14 
Dec. 24—at New England 24-20 


cant (kicking): Mike Lansford, 120 pts. 
(51/51 
Scoring (touchdowns): Greg Bell, 90 pts. (15 


ATs, 23/30 FGs). 


rushing), 


Passing: Jim Everett, 4,310 yds, (518 att., 304 


comp., 58.7%, 29 TDs, 17 int.). 


Rushing: Greg Bell, 1,137 yds. (4.2 avg., 15 TDs). 
Receptions: Henry Ellard, 70 (1,382 yds., 19.7 


avg., 


Interceptions: Jerry Gray, 6 (48 yds., 1 TD). 
Tackles: Vince Newsome, 89 (64 solo, 25 assist- 


ed). 


TDs). 


Sacks: Kevin Greene, 16,5 (124.5 yds.). 
Punting: Dale Hatcher, 38.8 avg. (73 punts, 2,834 
yds., 1 blocked). 

Punt returns: Darryl Henley, 9.5 avg. (28 att., 
266 yds., 0 TDs). 

Kickoff returns: Ron Brown, 20.6 avg. (47 att., 
968 yds., 0 TDs). 


1989 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1990 roster only. 


Name 
Anderson 
Bell 


A.Cox 
Delpino 


Ellard _ 


Everett 


Gary 


Gray _ 
Holohan _ 
| Johnson 
Lansford 


|no}—+| +] 


_McGee 


Newsome 


Stewart _ 


_Warner 


Bion) ian 


94 * 


The Sporting News 1990 Pro Football Yearbook 


The Rams do have potential solutions in 
former No. 1 draft choice Bill Hawkins, 
who made steady progress before injuring 
a knee in Week 14, and Mike Piel, who 
had four sacks despite missing the last 
three regular-season games with an 
elbow injury. 

The front has a good run-stopper in left 
end Doug Reed, but converted linebacker 
Brian Smith and twice-released Sean 
Smith don’t provide much depth. 

LINEBACGKERS—Last season was a 
“prove it" year for Greene, who matched 
his 1988 total of 1614 sacks and was voted 
to his first Pro Bowl. 

In an effort to cut down on double- 
teaming, the Rams plan to move him 
from side to side in 1990. They’d be better 
if outside linebackers Mike Wilcher, 
George Bethune or Brett Faryniarz pro- 
vided help. 

In a move designed to keep Fred Strick- 
land on the field and out of the trainer’s 
room, the Rams will quit playing him at 
nosebacker and use him strictly as an up 
inside linebacker with Larry Kelm, 

Because of injuries, Strickland and 
Kelm didn't line up together until the 10th 
game of last season. Behind them, the 
Rams have only a pair of converted out- 
side linebackers, Mel Owens and Frank 
Stams. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS—With nowhere to 
go but up, the Rams have devoted much 
of their attention to revamping the sec- 
ondary. They started by releasing veteran 
cornerback LeRoy Irvin. 

On draft day, Los Angeles picked up the 
seasoned replacement it sought by send- 
ing a fifth-round pick to the New York 
Jets for six-year veteran Bobby Hum- 
phery. 

That revived the possibility of moving 
Pro Bow! cornerback Jerry Gray to free 
safety, a move that appeared dead a few 
hours earlier when the Rams drafted 
Notre Dame safety Pat Terrell in the sec- 
ond round. 

The revised plan calls for Gray to play 
both positions during camp. His assign- 
ment will then be decided partly by his 
own performance but also by the play of 
Humphery, Terrell and second-year cor- 
nerbacks Darryl Henley and Alfred Jack- 
son. 

One thing is certain, no matter the 
starters—the Rams can only get better 


here. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 


Punter Dale Hatcher signed with 
Green Bay as a Plan B free agent, but the 
Rams dodged a bullet when neither Phoe- 
nix nor San Diego would meet kicker 
Mike Lansford’s asking price, 

In Lansford, the Rams have arguably 
the top clutch kicker in the game, bul 
they have to find a kick returner to re- 
place Brown. 

Kent Elmore, a seventh-round draft 
choice from Tennessee, 
and Hank (The Shank) 
Ilesic, a Plan B signee 
from San Diego, will 
compete for Hatcher's 
old punting job. 


Saints welcome approval of additional wild card 


By BRIAN ALLEE-WALSH 
Times-Picayune 


n an off-season marked by 10 player 

losses via Plan B free agency and the 

starting quarterback’s demand for a 
trade, the best thing that happened to the 
New Orleans Saints was the National 
Football League's decision to expand 
each conference's wild-card playoff for- 
mat from two teams to three. 

That may be what it takes for the Saints 
—who have won more regular-season 
games (31) than all but one NFL team 
(San Francisco) over the last three years 
—to make the 1990 playoffs. Barring the 
unforeseen—say, the return of replace- 
ment football or a players revolt in the 
camps of the 49ers and Los Angeles Rams 
—the Saints probably will be playing for a 
National Football Conference wild-card 
berth out of the wild, wild Western Divi- 
sion in 1990. 

“Right away, you know you have to 
play the two-time defending world cham- 
pions twice and the Rams twice,” Saints 
Coach Jim Mora said of his schedule, 
“That makes it tough automatically. 
Then, it doesn’t get any easier." 

Especially considering their off-season 
problems. Only two players took the Plan 
B route to New Orleans while 10 left, and 
Bobby Hebert could be on his way out of 
town, too. The Louisiana native apparent- 
ly is ready for a change of scenery be- 
cause he told the Saints after last season 
that if they didn’t trade him, he'd just sit 
out this year. The Saints want to re-sign 
the veteran and put him back under cen- 


Strengths: Coach 

Jim Mora and his staff 

are regarded as some of 

the league's best teachers. 

The linebacking corps of Rickey 

Jackson, Pat Swilling, Vaughan 

Johnson and Sam Mills is among the 

best. Dalton Hilliard leads a strong 
ground attack. 


Late last season quarterback John 
Fourcade showed he might be 
more than just a mop-up man. 


ter, but Hebert’s stance leaves the team's 
quarterback situation up in the air. 


PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 


E. Martin 
Haverdink 


Perriman Alphin 


R. Cooper 


Trapilo 


Edelman Port 
Korte 
Hough 


Dombrowski 
Hilgenberg 


Weaknesses: The defensive line is full 
of holes. Quarterback is a major ques- 
tion mark with Bobby Hebert wanting 
out. The return game needs a major 
overhaul. 

Key to success: The secondary must 
reduce the number of big plays al- 
lowed, while the offense must keep the 
young defensive line off the field as 
much as possible. 

Sure sign of trouble: |f nose tackle Jim 
Wilks goes down with an injury. That 
would wipe out an already shaky line. 
That’s a fact: The Saints, who had 
never posted a winning season before 


Brock Derby 
Brenner Tice 
Hill Turner 
Fourcade Hebert 
Hilliard Mayes 


Scales 

G, Cooper 
Wilson 
Fenerty 


FB Jordan Heyward Morse 
DEFENSE 


W. Martin Smeenge Carr 
Wilks Woods Burnett 
Simmons Turnbull Woods 
Jackson Forde Brockman 
Mills Toles Winston 


1987, now are riding a three-year 
streak. They were 12-3 in '87, 10-6 In 
‘88 and 9-7 last season. 

The head coach says: ‘‘The line- 
backers are the backbone of our de- 
fense, and they must produce for us to 
be a good defensive team. John Four- 


Swilling 


Johnson Simien Williams 
Brockman 


Nicholson 
V. Buck 


Massey Phillips 
Cook Mack 
Maxie Thompson 


Atkins T. King 


Spears 


cade has proven that he has what it 
takes to be a winning quarterback. He 


will go into camp as Number 1.” = 


SPECIALISTS 


Andersen 


P 
KR 
PR 


Barnhardt 
Atkins Fenerty 
Morse Hill 


Mayes 
V. Buck 


New Orleans is a good team that should 
win more games than it loses this fall. But 
all things considered, that extra wild card 
is looking mighty good to the Saints these 
days. The only thing that would look bet- 
ter is immediate divisional realignment. 


COACHING 


Unquestionably, this is the strength of 
the team. Mora’s staff has turned a roster 
that sports few marquee names into a 
playoff-contending team by sticking to a 
conservative, risk-free philosophy. 

On offense, the Saints rely on ball con- 
trol built around a short passing game. On 
defense, their bend-but-don’t-break ap- 
proach has helped them post winning rec- 
ords the last three years. 

The 1990 season will mark the fourth 
consecutive year this staff has been to- 
gether. The only coaching change under 
Mora came after his first season (1986), 
when Paul Boudreau replaced Jim Erken- 
beck as offensive line coach. 


OFFENSE 


QUARTERBACKS—Hebert threw for 
2,686 yards and completed a higher per- 
centage of his passes (62.9) than every 
NFL quarterback other than San Francis- 
co's Joe Montana in 1989. But his play 
tailed off midway through the season and 
Mora benched him the last three games 
in favor of journeyman John Fourcade. 

Fourcade has been bouncing between 
teams in the Canadian Football League, 
United States Football League, Arena 
Football League and NFL since 1982, but 
he rarely played anywhere. He finally 
caught on with New Orleans during the 
1987 players strike, but it wasn’t until late 
last season that Fourcade showed he 
might be more than just a mop-up man. 
He helped lead the Saints to three consec- 
utive season-ending victories, providing a 
shot of adrenaline to a groggy offense 
with his thrill-a-minute style of play. 

Fourcade has a shotgun arm and can 
scramble out of trouble. Whether he can 
do the job over a 16-game season is the 
big question. Even if Hebert returns, he'll 
have to battle Fourcade for the No. | job. 

The Hebert situation forced the Saints 
to keep veteran Dave Wilson as an insur- 
ance policy. Wilson has thrown only 40 
passes over the last three years. 


RUNNING BACKS—The return to health 
of Rueben Mayes and the signing of Gill 
Fenerty bolster a unit that already fea- 
tured a Pro Bowl performer in Dalton Hil- 
liard. 

Hilliard rushed for 1,262 yards and 
scored a league-high 18 touchdowns last 
season. He is the key to the Saints’ of- 
fense. 

Mayes, who rushed for 1,353 yards as a 
1986 rookie, appears to be recovered from 
an Achilles tendon injury that sidelined 
him all of last season. Fenerty was drait- 
ed by the Saints in 1986 but opted to play 


Continued 
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COACHES 


Head coach—Jim Mora. 

Assistant coaches— 

Paul Boudreau (offensive line). 

Dom Capers (secondary). 

Vic Fangio (linebackers). 

Joe Marciano (tight ends/special teams). 
Russell Paternostro (strength and conditioning). 
John Pease (defensive line). 

Steve Sidwell (defensive coordinator), 
Jim Skipper (running backs). 

Carl Smith (offensive coordinator). 
Steve Walters (receivers), 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


1989 regular-season record: 9-7 (3rd in NFC 
West); 3-3 in division; 5-7 in conference; 5-3 at 
home; 4-4 on road. 

1989 playoff record: None. 

1989 team rankings: total offense, 6th in NFC/ 
11th in NFL; total defense, 6th/12th; rushing of- 
fense, 6th/11th; rushing defense, 1st/1st; passing 
offense, 6th/13th; passing defense, 12th/26th; 
scoring offense, T3rd/T5th; scoring defense, 5th/ 
T1l1th; takeaways, T4th/Té6th; giveaways, 5th/ 
T7th; turnover differential, 4th/T7th; sacks, 3rd/ 
T4th; sacks allowed, 5th/11th. 

Mora's regular-season record: 38-25 in four 
seasons with Saints. 

Mora's postseason record: 0-1 in one playoff 
with Saints. 

Team record last five years: 43-36 (.544, ranks 
T9th in league in that span), 


MISCELLANEOUS DATA 


Stadium (capacity): Louisiana Superdome 
(69,065). 

Ticket information: 1500 Poydras St., New Or- 
leans, LA 70112; 504-522-2600. 

ne information: Flagship station—WWL 870 


Training camp: University of Wisconsin at La 
Crosse, La Crosse, Wis.; 608-789-4550, Opens for 
rookies July 17; opens for veterans July 18. 


1990 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 10—San Francisco (Mon.) 
Sept. 16—at Minnesota 

Sept. 23—Phoenix 

Sept. 30—Open date 

Oct. 7—at Auanta 

Oct. 14—Cleveland 

Oct. 21—at Houston 

Oct. 28—Detroit 

Nov. 4—at Cincinnati 

Nov. 11—Tampa Bay 

Nov. 18—at Washington 

Nov. 25—Atlanta 

Dec. 2—at Dallas 

Dec. 9—alt Los Angeles Rams 
Dec. 16—Pittsburgh 

Dec. 23—at San Francisco 
Dec. 31—Los Angeles Rams (Mon.) 


Sept. 10—Dallas 28- 0 
Sept. 17—at Green Bay 34-35 
Sept. 24—at Tampa Bay 10-20 
Oct. 1—Washington 14-16 
Oct. 8—San Francisco 20-24 
Oct. 15—N.Y. Jets 29-14 
Oct. 22—at L.A. Rams 40-21 
Oct. 29—Atlanta 20-13 
Nov. (6—at San Francisco 13-31 
Nov. 12—at New England 28-24 
Nov. 19—at Atlanta 26-17 
Nov. 26—L.A. Rams (OT) 17-20 
Dec. 3—at Detroit 14-21 
Dec. 10—at Buffalo 22-19 
Dec. 18—Philadelphia 30-20 
Dec. 24—Indianapolis 4l- 6 


Scoring (kicking): Morten Andersen, 104 pts. 
(44/45 PATs, 20/29 FGs). 

Scoring (touchdowns): Dalton Hilliard, 108 pts. 
(13 rushing, 5 receiving). 

Passing: Bobby Hebert, 2,686 yds. (353 att., 222 
comp., 62.9%, 15 TDs, 15 int.), 

seh Dalton Hilliard, 1,262 yds. (3.7 avg., 13 
TDs). 


Receptions: Eric Martin, 68 (1,090 yds., 16.0 
avg., 8 TDs). 

Interceptions: Dave Waymer, 6 (66 yds., 0 TDs). 
Tackles: Sam Mills, 95 (80 solo, 15 assisted). 
Sacks; Pat Swilling, 16.5 (164 yds,). 

Punting: Tommy Barnhardt, 39.6 avg. (55 punts, 
2,179 yds., 0 blocked). 

Punt returns: Rod Harris, 7.3 avg. (27 att., 196 
yds., 0 TDs). 

Kickoff returns: Rod Harris, 19.9 avg. (19 att., 
378 yds., 0 TDs). 


1989 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1990 roster only. 


Andersen 


Brenner 


Cook 


Fourcade 


Hebert _ 


Heyward 


(j—)y pel i 


Hill 


Hilliard 


{5 
| 


Jordan _ 


1 joo 


E. Martin 


Maxie 


_Morse 


Tice 


Turner 


+ kickoff return. 
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abroad when contract negotiations broke 
down. Fenerty, who spent one year in 
Italy and three in Canada, has good speed, 
hands and return skills. 

At fullback, steady Buford Jordan will 
head into camp as the incumbent. Craig 
Heyward, the Saints’ No. 1 pick in 1988, 
faces a critical year. His weight problems 
and poor attitude could make him ex- 
pendable unless he starts to produce. 


RECEIVERS—Eric Martin, Brett Perri- 
man, Lonzell Hill, Floyd Turner and 
Gerald Alphin make this a solid but un- 
spectacular position. None of them has 
game-breaking speed, though, so the short 
passing game is crilical. 

Martin has been a dependable big-play 
and third-down receiver the last two sea- 
sons. He tallied 1,090 yards on 68 catches a 
year ago. Perriman, the quickest of the 
bunch, had his moments in ‘89 but has not 
yet reached his potential. Hill is coming 
off a disappointing season, while Turner 
showed some ability before breaking an 
arm in week 13. Alphin joins the group 
after starring in the CFL the last four 
years, 

Hoby Brenner and John Tice are two of 
the best blocking tight ends in the busi- 
ness but are not regarded as pass-catch- 
ing threats. 


LINEMEN—The Saints have a good 
blend of talent, youth and experience up 
front. 

The dean of the line is right tackle Stan 
Brock, who is entering his 11th season. 
The opposite extreme is represented by 
his counterpart on the other side, Kevin 
Haverdink, who was inserted at left tackle 
as a rookie midway through last season. 
He was replacing Jim Dombrowski, who 
had shifted to left guard when veteran 
Brad Edelman was injured. 

The Saints figure to open the season 
with the same starting line from last De- 
cember. Joe! Hilgenberg returns at center 
and Steve Trapilo at right guard. 

Edelman probably will come off the 
bench in his ninth season. Additional 
depth comes from center Steve Korte, 
tackle Richard Cooper (who spent the 89 
season on the Saints’ developmental 
squad) and rookie Scott Hough, a seventh- 
round draft pick from Maine. 


DEFENSE 


LINEMEN—This is the team’s weakest 
area. Of the 10 defensive linemen on the 
roster, only nose tackle Jim Wilks has 
more than one year of experience. He has 
nine. 

Gone are both starting ends from 1989 
—James Geathers (Plan B) and Frank 
Warren, who was banished for at least a 
year under the league’s substance abuse 
policy. The Saints also lost backup nose 
tackle Pat Swoopes in Plan B. 

End Wayne Martin, the Saints’ No. 1 
pick in ’89, will be shoved into a starting 
spot after making steady improvement 
last season. Michael Simmons, who played 
one game a year ago, is the front-runner 
at the other end simply because of his ex- 
perience in the system. 

The Saints invested deeply in linemen 
in the '90 draft, selecting ends Renaldo 


Turnbull (first round), Joel Smeenge 
(third) and Derrick Carr (eighth) and 
nose tackle Webbie Burnett (11th). They 
also signed end Tony: Woods, a Plan B 
free agent from Chicago. 

If the Saints are to contend in the NFC 
West, the youngsters must grow up fast. 


LINEBACKERS—The starting four are 
solid veterans, but the relief corps will be 
green following the Plan B departures of 
experienced backups Walter Johnson and 
Joe Kohlbrand. 

Patrolling the perimeter are 10th-year 
man Rickey Jackson and Pat Swilling, 
who registered a team-high 1644 sacks 
after a slow start last season. Inside line- 
backers Sam Mills and Vaughan Johnson 
(a 1989 Pro Bowler) were the Saints’ top 
two tacklers a year ago. 

Brian Forde, Alvin Toles (who spent the 
'89 season on injured reserve), Plan B 
signee Tracy Simien (from Pittsburgh) 
and draft picks DeMond Winston (fourth 
round), James Williams (sixth) and Lon- 
nie Brockman (ninth) should make it a 
mad scramble for the remaining three or 
four spots. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS—The Saints lost free 
safety Dave Waymer and backup strong 
safety Antonio Gibson to Plan B but are 
counting on a slew of youngsters to help 
offset those losses. 

Gene Atkins, who started 12 games at 
strong safety a year ago, will replace 
Waymer at free safety. Taking Atkins’ old 
job will be either Brett Maxie, who started 
two games in ‘89, or Bennie Thompson, 
who spent most of last season on the 
Saints’ developmental roster. 

Returning to their starting cornerback 
posts are Robert Massey and Toi Cook. 
Massey tied Atlanta’s Deion Sanders and 
New England’s Maurice Hurst for the 
NFL rookie high with five interceptions 
last year. 

The potential backups include Milton 
Mack, Calvin Nicholson, Kim Phillips and 
rookies Vince Buck (second round) and 
Ernest Spears (10th). 

The secondary is a key area for im- 
provement, The Saints’ defense ranked 
first in the league against the run last 
year but only 26th against the pass. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Place-kicker Morten Andersen and 
punter Tommy Barnhardt give the special 


1990 NEW ORLEANS SAINTS ROSTER 
FL 


QUARTERBACKS 
Buck, Mike 
Fourcade, John 
Gdowski, Gerry 
Hebert, Bobby 
Wilson, Dave 
RUNNING BACKS 
Fenerty, Gill 

Graves, Broderick 
Heyward, Craig (FB) 
Hilliard, Dalton 
Jordan, Buford (FB) 
Mayes, Rueben 
Morse, Bobby (FB) 


RECEIVERS 
Alphin, Gerald 
Arbuckle, Charles (TE) 
Brenner, Hoby (TE) 
Cooper, Gary 

Hill, Lonzell 

Martin, Eric 
Perriman, Brett 
Scales, Greg (TE) 
Tice, John (TE) 
Turner, Floyd 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Brock, Stan (T) 

Derby, Glenn (T) 
Dombrowski, Jim (T/G) 
Edelman, Brad (G) 
Haverdink, Kevin (T) 
Hilgenberg, Joel (C/G) 
Hough, Scott (G/T) 
Korte, Steve (C) 

Port, Chris (T) 

Trapilo, Steve (G) 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Burnett, Webbie (NT) 
Carr, Derrick (E) 
Martin, Wayne (E) 
Simmons, Michael (DE) 
Smeenge, Joel (E) 
Turnbull, Renaldo (E) 
Wilks, Jim (NT) 

Woods, Tony (E) 


LINEBACKERS 
Brockman, Lonnie 
Forde, Brian 
Jackson, Rickey 
Johnson, Vaughan 
Mills, Sam 
Simien, Tracy 
Swilling, Pat 
Toles, Alvin 
Williams, James 
Winston, DeMond 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Atkins, Gene (S) 
Buck, Vince (CB) 
Cook, Toi (CB) 

Mack, Milton (CB) 
Massey, Robert (CB) 
Maxie, Brett (S) 
Nicholson, Calvin (CB) 
Phillips, Kim (CB) 
Spears, Ernest (S) 
Thompson, Bennie (S) 
SPECIALISTS 
Andersen, Morten (K) 
Barnhardt, Tommy (P) 
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Maine 

Mississippi 

Nebraska 
Northwestern (La.) St. 
Illinois 


Holy Cross 
Winston-Salem State 
Pittsburgh 

Louisiana State 
McNeese State 
Washington State 
Michigan State 


Kansas State 


UCLA 

Southern California 
Clemson 

Washington 

Louisiana State 

Miami (Fla.) 

Wake Forest 

Maryland 
Northwestern (La.) St. 


Colorado 
Wisconsin 

Virginia 

Missouri 

Western Michigan 
lowa 

Maine 

Arkansas 

Duke 

Boston College 


Western Kentucky 
Bowling Green State 
Arkansas 

Mississippi State 
Western Michigan 
West Virginia 

San Diego State 
Oklahoma 


West Virginia 
Washington State 
Pittsburgh 

North Carolina State 
Montclair State 
Texas Christian 
Georgia Tech 
Tennessee 
Mississippi State 
Vanderbilt 


Florida A&M 

Central State (0.) 
Stanford 

Alcorn State 

North Carolina Central 
Texas Southern 
Oregon State 

North Texas 

Southern California 
Grambling State 


Michigan State 
North Carolina 


How ‘89 Games 
acq. GP/GS 


D6a/90 — 
FA/87 13/3 
D8a/90 — 
FA/85 _ 14/13 
SupD1/81 0/0 
“$16 
16/6 
16/16 
11/7 
IR 
11/0 


07/86 
paaee 


UFA/90 


D9b/90 — 
07/88 16/1 
02/81 14/14 
SupD1/84 16/16 
FA/86 16/15 

°0/0 


16/15 
IR 


FA/89 


D4/82 
FA/89 


16/0 
11/0 


Robert Brady, WR; Richard Cooper, OT; Richard Davis, NT; Steve DeShazer, LB; Randy Fisher, WR; Michael 
Ford, WR; Jason Garrett, QB; Willie Griffin, NT; Buddy King, OT; Thomas King, S; Mark Ledbetter, LB; Dan 
Liimatta, OT; Eric Lindstrom, LB; Jerome McIntosh, WR; Aaron Sanders, LB; Derek Washington, WR; Todd 
Wheeler, C; Ken Whitney, OT. 

*Not with New Orleans in 1989. 

+Includes totals with both New Orleans and another NFL team in 1989. 

Canadian Football League. 

Key to abbreviations on page 160. 


teams some stability. But the return game 
can be much better than it was a year 
ago. 

Andersen's early struggles led to a rare 
off season, but he remains one of the 
league’s most dependable kickers. Barn- 
hardt averaged an ordinary 39.6 yards per 
punt, but only four of his 55 punts resulted 
in touchbacks. 

The Saints are hoping that Fenerty, 
Buck and a healthy Mayes can improve a 
return game that lost its top man, Rod 
Harris, to Plan B. The first shot at those 
jobs probably will go to 
Bobby Morse, who re- . 
turned a kickoff 99 \ 
yards for a touchdown 
last season, Atkins and ' 

Hill. ~ 


DID YOU KNOW... 


.,. that the Saints have won 12 straight games over AFC foes since losing to Miami, 31-27, in 1986? 
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There’s good reason for 49ers’ ‘three-peat’ rhyme 


By IRA MILLER 
San Francisco Chronicle 


he San Francisco 49ers changed 
their buzzword from “repeat” to 
“three-peat” even before they com- 
pleted annihilating the Denver Broncos in 
Super Bowl XXIV. 

No one remembers who said it first on 
the 49ers’ sidelines, but the players were 
paying heed to the sum and substance of 
that catch phrase as the 1990 season beck- 
noned: Can they become the first team to 
win three straight Super Bowls? 

“There will never be another three- 
peat chance again in my career,” said 
safety Ronnie Lott, a veteran of eight Pro 
Bowls. “So I definitely feel like it is the 
last chance to grab something that no one 
else has ever grabbed.” 

The 49ers looked unbeatable as they 
closed out 1989. They broke all three post- 
season opponents before halftime, out- 
scoring them 75-9 before the intermission. 
But San Francisco is on the verge of be- 
coming an old team, with many of its 
stars already 30 or older, including Lott, 
Joe Montana and Roger Craig. 

Consequently, a transition is about to 
begin. That may prove difficult for Coach 
George Seifert, who is still quite close to 
the veterans after serving nine years as 
an assistant coach. 

There was motivation for the players 
last season to prove they could win with- 
out former coach Bill Walsh. Having done 
that, the 49ers turn to “three-peat,” a 
campaign theme that could have been 
“one last time’: Given the age of some 


Strengths: Quarter- 

back Joe Montana and 

wide receiver Jerry Rice 

might be the best who ever 

played their positions. The posi- 

tive attitude of players who are ca- 
tered to by the organization. 

Weaknesses: The 49ers have needed a 


WR 


—— = 


key players, the 49ers’ dynasty could be 
gearing up for a final run. 


COACHING 


The staff is intact, which theoretically 


PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 


Taylor 


R. Lewis 


Wallace 
Sapolu 
Radloff 


Paris 
Collie 
Thomas 


Thomas 
Sapolu 


big-play threat to return kickoffs for 
years. Rookie Dexter Carter must try to 


McIntyre 


Collie Thomas 


Barton 


Paris 


fill the void. The offensive line is unset- 
tled, but it held up under the same cir- 
cumstances in 1989. 


Jones 
Rice 


Williams Walls 


Sherrard 


Key to success: Defense, which is al- 
ways overshadowed by the offense. 


QB Montana S. Young Bono 
RB Craig 


D. Carter 


San Francisco ranked fourth in the NFL 
in total defense in 1989. 

Sure sign of trouble: Anything worse 
than a 7-3 record before the home- 


FB 


LE 


Rathman 


Henderson 


DEFENSE 
Holt 


Roberts Brown 


stretch. The final six games (including 
two against the Rams) make up the 
toughest part of the schedule. 

That's a fact: In the last nine seasons, 
the 49ers have ranked among the 
NFL's top 10 teams in total offense 
eight times and among the top 10 in 
total defense seven times. 


NT 


Smerlas 


RE Fagan Brown 
LOLB Haley 


Burt M. Carter 


Goss Cox 


LILB Millen DeLong 


RILB Walter DeLong 
ROLB Romanowski 


K. Turner 


The head coach says: “We have to go 


LCB Pollard 


Dixon Davis 


into it as if the last season hadn't 
ended. The last game was our 19th 


FS 
game, and when we play our first game 


ss 


RCB _ Griffin 


Dixon Davis 


Lott 


Waymer 


Brooks 


Jackson 


against New Orleans, that’s Number 
20.... Things are different, no ques- 
tion about it. There'll be some different 
faces. The chemistry of the club will be K 
a little bit different, but ... there's a P 
fear that goes along with losing what KR 
we've got, and that’s a motivating force PR 
for us.” 
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SPECIALISTS 


Cofer 


Jones 


Helton 
D. Carter 


Cofer 
Henderson 


Taylor 


D. Carter Griffin 
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Quarterback Joe Montana’s skills are as sharp as ever. 


should make it easier this season than 
last, when Seifert took over and three as- 
sistants were new to the team. 

Seifert’s strength as a head coach is his 
ability to keep everyone focused on the 
game or task at hand, rather than looking 
ahead. It’s something every coach talks 
about and strives for, and Seifert did it 
over the course of his entire rookie sea- 


son. 
OFFENSE 


QUARTERBACKS—No one knows how 
much longer Montana can keep going. Ev- 
eryone knows he’s played the best football 
of his career since undergoing back sur- 
gery in 1986. 

At age 33 last season, Montana com- 
pleted 70.2 percent of his passes. His skills 
are as sharp as ever, although elbow, 
knee and rib ailments sidelined him for 
three games in 1989. 

The 49ers hardly miss a beat when 
backup Steve Young takes over. Young 
has become more like Montana at the 
helm of the San Francisco offense, staying 
in the pocket and running only when abso- 
lutely necessary. Twice last year, he com- 
pleted 11 of 12 passes in relief pitching 
roles. 

Young’s development was a big reason 
the offense was more consistent under 
first-year coordinator Mike Holmgren. 
The key, however, is still Montana, who 
shattered the league's 29-year-old record 
for passer rating en route to his third 
Super Bowl MVP award. 

RUNNING BACKS—Craig ran for 287 
yards in three postseason games last 


year, but his regular-season rushing aver- 
age of 3.9 yards a carry was the second 
lowest of his career. He is 30 now, past the 
age when running backs begin descend- 
ing. 

Two young players could play signifi- 
cant roles: second-year fullback Keith 
Henderson, who showed flashes of bril- 
liance in brief late-season appearances, 
and first-round draftee Dexter Carter, a 
170-pound whippet who will see spot duty 
in passing situations and as Craig's back- 
up. 

Carter could become a key weapon on 
third down. Last season, the 49ers began 
to make extensive use of four-receiver 
formations and became only one of six 
teams in NFL history to boast a 1,000-yard 
rusher (Craig) and two 1,000-yard receiv- 
ers (Jerry Rice and John Taylor). Adding 
Carter to the mix could create big plays 
with the defense spread across the field. 

Fullback Tom Rathman is a durable, 
punishing blocker who has proven sur- 
prisingly adept as a receiver. His 73 
catches last season were most among the 
league’s running backs. 

RECEIVERS—In his last 60 games, cover- 
ing four seasons, Rice has caught 63 
touchdown passes and averaged 90 re- 
ceiving yards per game. It wasn’t until 
Taylor's emergence last season that Mon- 
tana has had a second target with similar 
capabilities. 

Rice, the NFL leader in touchdown re- 
ceptions and yardage, gets most of the at- 
tention, but Taylor is almost as danger- 


Can you believe it ... and the 
streak is not over yet... it 
appears these 49ers are pre- 
pared to make a serious run at 
all the records, 


THREE-PEAT 
Coach Seifert and the players 
wantan Sone LTH 
WORLD T! ...join themin 
their quest for Back-To-Back- 
To-Back Word Championships. 
TEAM OF THE DECADE 


imagine in this day oo 

es We at d0ERS REPORT believe that this 
inch of world class athletes are on amission ...one 

that future pro teams will use as the pinnacle of 

success... and this milestone of achievement will 

take place at Super Bowl XXV. 


WORLD CLASS COVERAGE 


We have aready made our plans to be there to cover 
this historical song event and when you take 
advantage of this FREE, NO OBLIGATION sub- 


SS 


ous. Both receivers excel at running after 
making the catch, and the impeccable 
timing of the 49ers’ offense allows them to 
catch slant passes at a full gallop. Last 
season, Taylor became the first player in 
NEL history to score twice in a game on 
plays covering more than 90 yards. 

For depth, San Francisco is hoping 


scription offer, you can guarantee 
yourself the inside siay, on the 
players coaches, front office and 
the entire NFL... plusstats, stand- 

of the winners 


season and monthly in 


FREE 
INTRODUCTORY 
BONUS OFFER 


mail bo during the 
ee ae oars 
that only 


Accept your first two issues ab- 
solutely FREE at no obligation. 
Subscribe today and we will 
enter your name as a sub- 
scriber for 26 more issues, that's 28 in all, atthe 
low, low price of $24.95. That's a savings of 
more than $33 off the regular newsstand price. 


YOUR GUARANTEE 
Examine your FREE issues carefully. If they 
don't deliver what we promised, simply write us 
and we will refund the subscription price. Or if 
you asked to be “Billed Later,” just write cancel 
on the invoice we mail you ... either way, you 
keep the TWO FREE ISSUES. 


FOLLOW THE CHAMPS WITH THIS FREE NO OBLIGATION OFFER 


TR a A ee a ee 


Mike Sherrard will complete the come- | _ _ 


back from a twice-broken leg. He hasn't — 


played in a regular-season game since »~ 


1986 but caught two passes against the | 
Rams in the NFC championship game 
and another in the Super Bowl. Nine-year 


Continued 


Sign me up to 49ERS REPORT for 26 
issues ... and send me my TWO FREE 


COPIES. s 

| understand | may cancel by simply writing 
"Cancel" on the invoice, and | can keep the 
TWO FREE ISSUES. | will receive 28 issues 


MAIL TO: 49ERS REPORT 
P.O. BOX 815, 
MISSOURI CITY, TX 77459 | 

(1 Payment Enclosed (Bill Me Later | 
Charge My [[] MasterCard (J VISA 


ZIP 
oe | 


| CORENEWAL, WRITE ACCOUNT # BELOW J] 
y cr# i 


I oneyear, 28 issues, $24.95 | 


| Sa 
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COACHES 


Head coach—George Seifert. 
Assistant coaches— 

Jerry Attaway (strength and conditioning). 
Tommy Hart (defensive line). 

Mike Holmgren (quarterbacks). 

Al Lavan (running backs). 

Sherman Lewis (wide receivers). 

John Marshall (defensive line). 

Bobb McKittrick (offensive line). 

Bill McPherson (defensive coordinator). 
Ray Rhodes (secondary). 

Lynn Stiles (tight ends). 

Bob Zeman (linebackers). 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


1989 regular-season record: 14-2 (1st in NFC 
West); 5-1 in division; 10-2 in conference; 6-2 at 
home; 8-0 on road. 

1989 playoff record: Defeated Vikings, 41-13, in 
NFC semifinals; defeated Rams, 30-3, in NFC 
eeonsti defeated Broncos, 55-10, in Super 

owl. 

1989 team rankings: total offense, 1st in NFC/ 
Ist in NFL; total defense, 2nd/4th; rushing of- 
fense, 5th/10th; rushing defense, 3rd/3rd; passing 
offense, 2nd/2nd; passing defense, 3rd/11th; 
scoring offense, 1lst/1st; scoring defense, 2nd/ 
3rd; takeaways, T7th/T11th; giveaways, 2nd/ 
2nd; turnover differential, 2nd/2nd; sacks, 4th/ 
8th; sacks allowed, T8th/T19th. 

Seifert’s regular-season record: 14-2 in one 
season with 49ers, 

Selfert’s postseason record: 3-0 in one playoff 
with 49ers (1-0 in Super Bowl). 

Team record last five years: 57-21-1 (.728, 
ranks 2nd in league in that span). 


MISCELLANEOUS DATA 


Stadium (capacity): Candlestick Park (66,390). 
Ticket Information: 4949 Centennial Bivd., Santa 
Clara, CA 95054; 415-468-2249, 

eri information: Flagship station—KGO, 810 


Training camp: Sierra College, Rocklin, Calif.; 
916-624-8241. eres for rookies July 25; opens 
for veterans July 28. 


1990 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 10—at New Orleans (Mon.) 
Sept. 16—Washington 

Sept. 23—Atlanta 

Sept, 30—Open date 

Oct. 7—at Houston 

Oct. 14—at Atlanta 

Oct. 21—Pittsburgh 

Oct. 28—Cleveland 

Nov. 4—at Green Bay 

Nov. 11—at Dallas 

Nov. 18—Tampa Bay 

Nov. 25—Las Angeles Rams 
Dec. 3—New York Giants (Mon.) 
Dec. 9—at Cincinnati 

Dec. 17—at L.A. Rams (Mon.) 
Dec. 23—New Orleans 

Dec. 30—at Minnesota 


1989 RESULTS 


Sept. 10—at Indianapolis 
Sept. 17—at Tampa Bay 
Sept. 24—at Philadelphia 38-28 


Oct. 1—L.A. Rams 12-13 
Oct. 8—at New Orleans 24-20 
Oct. 15—at Dallas 31-14 
Oct. 22—New England 37-20 
Oct. 29—at N.Y. Jets 23-10 
Nov. 6—New Orleans 31-13 
Nov. 12—Atlanta 45- 3 
Nov. 19—Green Bay 17-21 
Nov. 27—N.Y. Giants 34-24 
Dec. 3—at Atlanta 23-10 
Dec. ll—at L.A. Rams 30-27 
Dec. 17—Buffalo 21-10 
Dec, 24—Chicago 26- 0 


1989 LEADERS 


Scoring (kicking): Mike Cofer, 136 pts. (49/51 

PATs, 29/36 FGs). 

Scoring (touchdowns): Jerry Rice, 102 pts. (17 

receiving). 

Passing: Joe Montana, 3,521 yds. (386 att., 271 

comp., 70.2%, 26 TDs, 8 int.). 

cS lia Roger Craig, 1,054 yds. (3.9 avg., 6 
Ss). 


Receptions: Jerry Rice, 82 (1,483 yds., 18.1 
avg., 17 TDs). 

Interceptions: Ronnie Lott, 5 (34 yds., 0 TDs). 
seouee: Michael Walter, 103 (85 solo, 18 assist- 
ed), 

Sacks: Charles Haley, 10.5 (88.5 yds.); Pierce 
Holt, 10.5 (85.5 yds.). 

Punting: Barry Helton, 40.5 avg. (55 punts, 2,226 
yds., 1 blocked). 

Punt returns: John Taylor, 11.6 avg. (36 att., 
417 yds., 0 TDs). 

Kickoff returns: Terrence Flagler, 20.1 avg. (32 
att., 643 yds,, 0 TDs), 


1989 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1990 roster only. 


Name 
Bono 


Cofer 


Craig 


Haley 


Henderson 


Jackson. 


_Jones 


Bia|= — ia} yp pe 


Montana 


_Rathman 


Nis 


Rice 


Taylor 


mis) 1 
|e 
icoim 


Tennell 


Walls 


} Wilson 


oes ere 
het | 


Young 


100 x 
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veteran Mike Wilson must fight off an- 
other challenge, this time from third- 
round draft choice Ron Lewis. 

Tight end Brent Jones was more in- 
volved in the passing game than most pre- 
vious tight ends, catching 40 passes for 500 
yards in 1989. 

LINEMEN—The 49ers shot down the no- 
tion that a line needs to stay together to 
play together. Last season, they platooned 
at two positions without any loss of effi- 
ciency: at left tackle, where Bubba Paris 
and Steve Wallace split playing time, and 
at right guard, shared by Bruce Collie and 
Terry Tausch. 

While the tactic worked, Seifert would 
like someone to emerge as a dominant 
player at each position in 1990. Center 
Jesse Sapolu could move back to his old 
guard position to settle the issue there, 
provided Plan B acquisition Wayne Rad- 
loff steps into the middle. 

The line is strongest at right tackle with 
Harris Barton, although guard Guy MclIn- 
tyre was the only 49er lineman to play in 
last year's Pro Bowl. 


DEFENSE 


LINEMEN—There is a question mark at 
nose tackle, where Michael Carter is try- 
ing to come back from fusion surgery on 
his right foot. Doctors said he could return 
by August, but Carter is concerned, His 
feet have to carry close to 300 pounds, and 
he can’t sit idle for long and stay in shape. 

If Carter can’t answer the opening bell, 
former New York Giants fixture Jim Burt 
is the next candidate after starting down 
the stretch in 1989. Five-time Pro Bowler 
Fred Smerlas arrived in the off-season 
from Buffalo as a Plan B free agent. He's 
33 years old. 

Kevin Fagan and Pierce Holt are im- 
posing, strong ends who frequently are 
joined on the line by Charles Haley, often 
listed on rosters as an outside linebacker. 
Situation substitution is the byword. Haley 
and Holt are the team’s top pass rushers. 

LINEBACKERS—Dropped by the Los An- 
geles Raiders only five days before the 
1989 season started, Matt Millen signed 
with San Francisco and became a starter. 
He gave the club unaccustomed strength 
on the inside, where he teamed with Mi- 
chael Walter, the team’s leading tackler 
in each of the last three years. 

Keena Turner, the agile outside line- 
backer, was a key in the NFC title game 
victory over the Rams, often lining up like 
a defensive back in bump-and-run cover- 
age to throw receivers off their routes. 
His backup the last two years, Bill Ro- 
manowski, is ready to press for a full-time 
job. 

Keith DeLong’s rookie season was a 
washoul, partly due to hamstring prob- 
lems, after the 49ers drafted him in the 
first round. Coaches liked his moves in 
spring camp, however, and he could chal- 
lenge Millen or Walter for work inside. 

Another second-year player, Steve Hen- 
drickson, is noted for his special teams 
work, but he’ll get a chance to win more 
playing time from scrimmage. Greg Cox, 
who left via Plan B a year ago, returns in 
1990, He plays a linebacker-type spot in 


my 


Cornerback Don Griffin had an 
unrewarded Pro Bowl-type year in 
1989. 


ene 


the nickel defense. 

DEFENSIVE BACKS—The 49ers loaded 
up their secondary in the off-season with 
three Plan B signees: Cox, safety Dave 
Waymer from New Orleans and corner- 
back Hanford Dixon from Cleveland. 

Another newcomer, second-round draft 
pick Eric Davis, is expected to become an 
eventual starter at cornerback. For now, 
however, the holdovers there are Don 
Griffin, who had an unrewarded Pro 
Bowl-type year in 1989, and Darryl Pol- 
lard, an overachiever who got a chance to 
play when Tim McKyer (since traded) 
was hurt. 

Veteran Eric Wright, hobbled for years 
by a recurring groin injury, played well at 
times but required painkillers. 

At safety, the team stacks up strong 
with Lott and Chet Brooks. Lott missed 
five early games to injury in 1989, but it 
seemed to keep him fresh at the end. 
Johnny Jackson, who looked good as a 
rookie, and Waymer can fill in at both 
safety positions. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Place-kicker Mike Cofer led the league 
in scoring last season and missed only one 
field-goal try inside the 40-yard line. Punt- 
er Barry Helton is also back. 

On the return teams, Taylor ranked 
fifth among the league’s punt returners 
after finishing first in 1988. Coaches are 
looking for Dexter Car- 
ter to take some of the 
burden off. Carter also 
is tabbed as the kick re- 
turner to replace traded 
Terrence Flagler. 


1990 SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS ROSTER 


Exp. 


QUARTERBACKS 
Bono, Steve 
Montana, Joe 
Young, Steve 


RUNNING BACKS 
Carter, Dexter 

Craig, Roger 
Henderson, Keith (FB) 
Jeffery, Tony 
Rathman, Tom (FB) 
Sydney, Harry (FB) 
Tillman, Spencer 


RECEIVERS 
Beach, Sanjay 
Bynum, Reggie 
Jones, Brent (TE) 
Lewis, Ronald 
Pickens, Dwight 
Rice, Jerry 
Sherrard, Mike 
Taylor, John 
Tennell, Derek (TE) 
Walls, Wesley (TE) 
Williams, Jamie (TE) 
Wilson, Mike 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Aronson, Doug (G) 
Barton, Harris (T) 
Bregel, Jeff (G) 
Caligquire, Dean (G/C) 
Collie, Bruce (G/T) 
Cullity, Dave (T) 
McIntyre, Guy (G) 
Paris, Bubba (T) 
Pollack, Frank (T) 
Radloff, Wayne (C) 
Sapolu, Jesse (C/G) 
Tausch, Terry (G) 
Thomas, Chuck (C/G) 
Wallace, Steve (T) 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Brown, Dennis (E) 
Burt, Jim (NT) 
Carter, Michael (NT) 
Fagan, Kevin (E) 
Haggins, Odell (NT) 
Hamilton, Steve (DE) 
Holt, Pierce (E) 
Putzier, Rollin (NT) 
Roberts, Larry (E) 
Shannon, John (E) 
Smerlas, Fred (NT) 
Weir, Robert (NT) 


LINEBACKERS 
DeLong, Keith 
Fahnhorst, Jim 
Goss, Antonio 
Haley, Charles 
Harrison, Martin 
Hendrickson, Steve 
Kennedy, Sam 
Lockett, Danny 
Millen, Matt 
Romanowski, Bill 
Turner, Keena 
Walter, Michael 
Washington, Chris 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Brooks, Chet (S) 
Cox, Greg (S) 

Davis, Eric (CB) 
Dixon, Hanford (S) 
Griffin, Don (CB) 
Jackson, Johnny (S) 
Lott, Ronnie (S) 
Pollard, Darryl (CB) 
Shelton, Anthony (S) 
Swoope, Craig (S) 
Waymer, Dave (S) 
Wright, Eric (CB) 


SPECIALISTS 
Cofer, Mike (K) 
Helton, Barry (P) 
Horne, Greg (P) 


6-5/276 


6-4/290 
6-1/260 
6-2/285 
6-4/265 
6-2/255 
6-4/275 
6-4/280 
6-4/279 
6-3/275 
6-3/270 
6-4/291 
6-3/270 


6-2/235 


6-4/240 


5-11/191 


6-1/185 


6-1/190 
6-3/205 
6-0/190 


OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP 


Rodney Dillard, LB; David Edeen, DE; Tyreese Knox, RB; Kevin Lewis, CB; Sean Lucas, 


Born 
5-11-62 
6-11-56 
10-11-61 


12-24-60 


1-2-65 
11-22-64 


6 
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College 

UCLA 

Notre Dame 
Brigham Young 


Florida State 
Nebraska 
Georgia 

Texas Christian 
Nebraska 
Kansas 
Oklahoma 


Colorado State 
Oregon State 

Santa Clara 

Florida State 
Fresno State 
Mississippi Valley St. 
UCLA 


Delaware State 
UCLA 


Mississippi 
Nebraska 
Washington State 


San Diego State 
North Carolina 
Southern California 
Pittsburgh 
Texas-Arlington 
Utah 

Georgia 

Michigan 
Northern Arizona 
Georgia 

Hawaii 

Texas 

Oklahoma 
Auburn 


Washington 

Miami (Fla.) 
Southern Methodist 
Miami (Fla.) 

Florida State 

East Carolina 
Angelo State 
Oregon 

Alabama 

Kentucky 

Boston College 
Southern Methodist 


Tennessee 
Minnesota 
North Carolina 
James Madison 
Washington 
California 

San Jose State 
Arizona 

Penn State 
Boston College 
Purdue 

Oregon 

Towa State 


Texas A&M 

San Jose State 
Jacksonville State 
Southern Mississippi 
Middle Tennessee State 
Houston 

Southern California 
Weber State 
Tennessee State 
Illinois 

Notre Dame 
Missouri 


North Carolina State 
Colorado 
Arkansas 


How ‘89 Games 
acq. GP/GS 
FA/89 1/0 
D3/79 =: 13/13 
Tr./87 10/3 
D1/90 -- 
02/83 16/16 
D3/89 6/0 
FA/90 0/0 
D3a/86 16/16 
FA/87 7/0 
FA/89 15/0 
FA/90 °1/0 
FA/90 nee oS 
FA/87 = 16/16 
D3/90 _ 
D8/90 = 
D1/85 16/16 
UFA/89 IR 
D3c/86 15/15 
FA/90 = *14/3 
D2/89 16/0 
FA/89 3/0 
FA/81 16/1 
FA/90 0/0 
Dla/87 16/16 
D2/87 3/3 
D4/90 - 
05/85 16/15 
FA/90 2/0 
D3/84 =16/13 
02/82 16/16 
D6/90 = 
UFA/90 *11/4 
D11/83 16/16 
UFA/89 9/0 
FA/87 =16/10 
D4b/86 = 16/1 
D2a/90 — 
FA/89 8/3 
05a/84 8/8 
D4c/86 16/15 
D9/90 ~ 
FA/90 "IR 
D2b/88 16/11 
FA/89 11/0 
D2/86 15/5 
UFA/90 *12/1 
UFA/90 “16/16 
FA/90 *$18 
D1/89 15/0 
FA/84 7/7 
D12/89 8/0 
04a/86 16/16 
010/90 — 
D6/89 11/0 
FA/90 0/0 
FA/90 0/0 
FA/89 15/9 
D3/88 16/4 
02/80 13/12 
FA/84 = 16/16 
UFA/89 0/0 
D11/88 15/15 
UFA/90 *16/0 
D2b/90 — 
UFA/90 °15/15 
D6/86 + 16/16 

5/89 16/2 
01/81 11/11 
A/88 16/14 
D11/9 _ 
4/90 0/0 
UFA/90 “16/16 
D2b/81 11/1 
FA/88 16/0 
D4/88 16/0 
FA/90 0/0 


DB; Jeff Nedved, WR; 


Mike Shepherd, DE; Ricky Siglar, T; Brian Slater, WR; Jeff Stephenson, LB; Lafayette Turner, S; Brett 
Wiese, G/C; Gregg Wyatt, QB; Todd Young, TE. 


*Not with San Francisco in 1989. 
Includes totals with both San Francisco and another NFL team in 1989. 


Canadian Football League. 


Key to abbreviations on page 160. 
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PRESENTING: 
THE ULTIMATE MAGAZINE FoR 
SERIOUS FOOTBALL FANS! 


— Darrel “Mouse” Davis 
offensive coordinator, Detroit Lions 


The Only Publication Dedicated Exclusively to the Teams of the AFC West 


“Team Magazine for the Broncos, Chargers, Chiefs, Raiders & Seahawks” 


66 Pages of Pictures, Stats, Game Plans, Game Stories, Scouting Reports, Depth Charts, Lines 


Next day electronic delivery via our national computer network* 
Next day FAX delivery of your favorite game story* 
Recorded 900-Numbers Updated 3 times weekly — Final Scores, Current Lines, Team Updates* 


*Now available at additional charge. See coupon for details. 


|'d like to sign up for the next 22 issues and 
automatically be registered to win a trip for 1 “B00. 848- 41 ? 
two to the Pro Bowl in Hawaii. 


[] No! [met going to subscribe this year, but | would like call toll-free for credit card and bill-me orders only 
to register for your Pro Bowl Sweepstakes! PLEASE check the type of subscription you are ordering: 
= : q ; Mi 1-year, 22 issues: $26.95 ($36.95 below single issue price), $24.95 
LJ Payment Enclosed Bill Me Later for mail orders accompanied by a personal check or money order. 
LL) Charge My CreditCard [J Visa (© MasterCard MBFAX Next Day Delivery of one game story plus delivery of the next 
; 22 issues: $99.99 
Credit card number a Expiration date My FAX number is: 
Name = — - Game story to be FAXed: (Team) 
Address HEI have a computer and modem and would like to receive 
~ = ——s - ” information about your next day computer delivery and subscriber 
Sty: = = — ; = bulletin boards. This service is available only to subscribers. 
State = _— Zip Code All of the above subscriptions authorize our subscribers to use our convenient 
“900” numbers, Updated 3 times weekly, you can receive current team reports, 
Please, cut on dotted line and mail with payment to: Divisional Reporis, Inc.. P.O. Box 513, Shrub Oak, N.Y. 10588-0513 final scores and current spreads and lines. You will be charged $1.00 for 1st 


minute and $1,00 per additional minute on your phone bill. 


For Credit Card and Bill-Me orders only, call toll-free 1-800-848-4129 during business hours Eastern time. This offer is void 
where prohibited by law. No purchase is necessary to en! t by telephone, call (619) 233-0080, or mail 
Coupon or replica to above address. You must be 18 years of age to enter. Offer is void after Jan. 1. 1991 
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1990s can't be 
much worse 
than the 80s 


By JIM ARMSTRONG 
Denver Post 


o most National Football League 

fi fans, it’s the other conference, the 

one Joe Montana and Jerry Rice 

don’t play in. The kinder, gentler confer- 

ence. The conference only a mother could 

love. The one that has lost the last six 

Super Bowls by an average of, gulp, 26.5 
points. 

Welcome to the American Football 
Conference, home of the not-ready-for- 
prime-time tacklers, where the good old 
days are getting to be the very old days. 
Where winning isn’t the only thing; it’s the 
impossible thing. 

To Dennis Smith, beating the National 
Football Conference in the Super 
Bow! has become the impossible 
dream. Smith, Denver’s starting 
strong safety, was beaten 
unmercifully by Montana I ; 
and Rice in last January’s 5 
Blowout on the Bayou. 

“T have dreams about 
that game,” Smith said. “I 
haven’t covered anybody in 
my dreams, either. Damn, I’m 
supposed to make the plays in my 
dreams, but I’m still not making the 
plays.” 

Maybe as we head into the ’90s, an AFC 
team can dream the impossible dream 
and actually win a Super Bowl, something 
no franchise from the conference has 
done since the Los Angeles Raiders beat 
Washington in January 1984. At any rate, 
this much is certain: For the AFC, the '90s 
can’t be much worse than the ’80s. 

With the first regular season of the dec- 
ade almost upon us, here’s a light look at 
what the 1990 season could hold for the 
AFC: 


Player of the Year: Boomer Esiason, 
Bengals. After all their 1989 trials and 
tribulations, 1990 figures to be a banner 
year for the Bengals. Why? Because, after 
finishing out of the playoffs, they drew a 
fourth-place schedule. Thus, Esiason gets 
to pick on some of the weakest second- 
aries in the league. Such is life in Parity 
Pete’s NFL. 

Coach of the Year: Sam Wyche, Ben- 
gals. That fourth-place schedule is going 
to make Wicky Wacky look like the sec- 
ond coming of Bill Walsh. You don’t think 
so? Check out Cincinnati's first four oppo- 


Continued 


Scouting the AFG 


Bills backup quarterback Frank Reich, projected Fireman of the 


Year, is one good reason Buffalo is the team to beat in the East. 
TSN’s PREDICTIONS 
AFC EAST 


1. Buffalo: Despite last season’s turmoil, Bills remain class of this division. 
2. N.Y. Jets: New coach and new offense bring improvement in weak division. 
3. Miami: Dolphins will come on late as young offensive line begins to jell. 


4. New England: Receivers are young, quarterbacks are old and defense is hobbling. 


5. Indianapolis: Jetf George will get his baptism under fire as Colts struggle often. 
AFC CENTRAL 


1. Houston: Quiet confidence will spark the Oilers’ rise under new Coach Jack Pardee. 


2. Cleveland: Running game must be consistent and Bernie Kosar must stay healthy. 
3. Pittsburgh: Bubby Brister is a fiery leader, but he must learn discipline. 


4. Cincinnati: |f defense gets stronger and injury questions answered, Bengals will be tough. 


AFC WEST 


1. Kansas City: Chiefs are ready to make their move; only deterrent might be at quarterback. 


2. Denver: Despite woeful Super Bowl experience, Broncos still one of AFC’s best teams. 


3. San Diego: The quarterback is young, but new winning atmosphere will rub off on everyone. 
4. L.A. Raiders: Defense, quarterback and disruptive running game among many questions. 


5. Seattle: Even the run-and-shoot can’t rescue the Seahawks from a downfall. 
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AFG 


nents—the Jets, Chargers, Patriots and 
Seahawks. They had a combined record 
of 22-42 in 1989. 


Rookie of the Year: Blair Thomas, Jets. 
While everyone is paying close attention 
to new Colts quarterback Jeff George, 
Thomas will emerge as the conference's 
top newcomer. He’s out of the same mold 
as another famous Penn State alum—Curt 
Warner. 


Non-Rookie of the Year: George, Colts. 
Heaven help Jeff George. The Colts’ most 
dangerous offensive threat, Eric Dicker- 
son, wants out of Indianapolis. Their sec- 
ond-most dangerous threat, Andre Rison, 
already is gone, having been included in 
the deal with Atlanta that landed George. 
What's a rookie superstar to do? 


Comeback Player of the Year: Andre 
Tippett, Patriots. If New England is going 
to have any kind of season at all, Tippett 
must bounce back from the knee prob- 
lems that ended his 1989 season before it 
ever started. With Tippett sidelined, the 
Pats failed to land a player on the Pro 
Bowl roster for the first time since 1975, 
although linebacker Johnny Rembert 
later was named as a replacement. 


Fireman of the Year: Frank Reich, 
Bills. Reich, who has worn a golf cap con- 
siderably more than a helmet in his NFL 
career, found himself the subject of one of 
the biggest off-season stories in the 
league. Reich, Buffalo's backup quarter- 
back since 1985, didn't throw a pass in 
1988, But when Jim Kelly hurt his shoul- 
der last season, Reich was ready, leading 
the Bills to three consecutive victories. At 
one point, Buffalo was 3-0 in games start- 
ed by Reich, and 1-4 in games started by 
Kelly. Now for the interesting part: After 
the season, Reich was rewarded with a 
five-year, $4.35 million contract that sent 
shock waves through every front office in 
the league. 


Most underrated team: Chiefs. Quarter- 
back Steve Pelluer doesn’t have to be 
flashy, as long as he's not mistake-prone. 
The Chiefs could well have the confer- 
ence’s stingiest defense and they do have 
its best workhorse running back in Chris- 
tian Okoye. That translates into Super 
Bowl potential. Now for the down side: 
The “Chefs,” as the cynics like to call 
them, specialize in whipping up turnovers. 
Through 10 games last season, the Kansas 
City offense and special teams had given 
up a Staggering seven touchdowns—three 
on fumble returns, two on kickoff returns 
and two on interceptions. In two games 
against Denver, the Chiefs’ offense scored 
three touchdowns to the Broncos’ two and 
outgained them, 599-463 yards. So what 
happened? Denver returned two intercep- 
tions and a fumble for touchdowns and 
won both games, 

Most overrated team: Raiders. Don’t 
let the Raiders’ 7-5 finish under Art Shell 
fool you. There are serious problems in 
Oakland, er, L.A., or was that Sacramen- 
to? By any name, America’s Carpetbag- 
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gers aren't what they used to be. Their 
linebacking corps is a disaster and their 
quarterback situation isn’t any better. 
Mike Shanahan was fired because he 
wanted to use Steve Beuerlein, not Al 
Davis' man, Jay Schroeder, as his No. 1 
quarterback. Lo and behold, after Shana- 
han was jettisoned, Beuerlein became the 
starter. In an improving division, the 
Raiders will do well not to finish last, 


Most fleeced team: Colts, When will 
this team's front office learn that the rest 
of the league’s wish is not necessarily its 
command? In the last three years, the 
team that traded Denver quarterback 
John Elway has given up the rights to 
linebacker Cornelius Bennett and a slew 
of draft picks for Dickerson; two No. Is for 
linebacker Fredd Young, and two great 
talents, offensive tackle Chris Hinton and 
Rison, for George, who was projected as a 
late first-rounder or early second-rounder 
before his pre-draft workouts, Said one 
NFL executive: “With the Colts, what you 
ask for is what you get.” 


Lord of the rings: Elway, the embodi- 
ment of the Broncos’ torturous Super 
Bowl troubles, said early in his career 
that he wanted to win five rings—one 
more than Terry Bradshaw. Asked during 
the off-season past if he had given up hope 
of attaining his goal, Elway smiled and 
said, “No, I only need two more... I didn’t 
say what kind of rings.” Elway has three 
AFC championship rings. 


Polianomics: Shortly before Reich's 
signing, the Bills announced an across- 
the-board $3 price increase on tickets. In 
a letter to season-ticket holders, General 
Manager Bill Polian explained that, “... 
Unfortunately, the leadership of the NFL 
Players Association will not negotiate a 
new labor agreement, necessitating the 
imposition once again of the Plan B free- 
agency program. This plan is extremely 
costly, and so, to stay competitive with 
other teams in the league, we must an- 
nounce a price-list increase.” That's fine, 
except for the fact that the Bills signed 
only two Plan B players—and lost five. 
One of the signees, Rick Tuten, is a punt- 
er. The other, running back Don Smith, is 
a career backup. Combined, their salaries 
are less than that of Fred Smerlas, who 
left the Bills via Plan B to sign with the 
49ers, It couldn’t be that Polian wanted to 
take the pressure off Reich and Kelly, his 
highly paid quarterbacks, could it? 


The Ex-Patriots: That's what they're 
calling the Jets these days. It's little won- 
der, since their new general manager, 
Dick Steinberg, and five of their newest 
players are former Patriots. Keep an eye 
on two of the players, offensive linemen 
Trevor Malich and Tom Rehder. They 
were the central figures in the rift that 
developed between Steinberg and former 
Pats coach Raymond Berry. Steinberg 
wanted them in the lineup; Berry con- 
tended they weren’t worthy, This season 
will tell who was right. 

Oh, no, it’s O’Neal: After the season he 
had in '89, we're left to wonder what kind 
of career San Diego’s Leslie O'Neal would 
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have had if his left knee had not betrayed 
him. O'Neal, to use Denver Coach Dan 
Reeves’ word, was “unbelievable” at Okla- 
homa State, He wasn’t too shabby last sea- 
son, either, after missing all of ‘87 and 
most of 88 with a blown-out knee, He 
ranked third in the conference with 124 
sacks. 


Quarterback on the spot: Kelly 
Stouffer, Seahawks. That seat on the Seat- 
tle bench, the one Stouffer occupied for 
the better part of his first two seasons, has 
grown considerably hotter. Stouffer has 
the size—6-foot-3, 207—and the arm; now 
he needs some results to go with them, 


Name game: By the end of last season, 
the conference's best ground attack be- 
longed to Pittsburgh, which made the 
playoffs despite having the league’s 28th- 
ranked offense. By the end of this season, 
the country may know how to pronouce 
Merril Hoge’s last name, (Hint: It’s 
HODGE.) 


Fantasy League Tip of the Year: Hous- 
ton is going to the run-and-shoot offense 
full-time. That means the featured runner 
in its one-back set, most likely Alonzo 
Highsmith, will go for big numbers this 
season. History says so. When Mouse 
Davis introduced the run-and-shoot to the 
United States Football League, he made 
stars out of marginal talents like Bill 
Johnson and Todd Fowler. Then, when he 
got to Detroit, his offense helped Barry 
Sanders run wild. 


The life of Brian: Word out of Seattle is 
that The Boz—that's Brian Bosworth, if 
you've forgotten—is making a movie, 
called “The Brotherhood." What the Sea- 
hawks want to know is, when is he going 
to make a tackle? Sadly, the answer is 
probably never, When he clears waivers, 
Bosworth will go down as the most over- 
hyped talent in NFL history. 


America’s bridesmaids: The Broncos 
find it humorous that they're viewed as 
America's Losers when they've beaten 
the same team in three of the last four 
AFC title games to get to the Super Bowl. 
Said Denver linebacker Karl Mecklen- 
burg, “I know we're viewed as a bunch of 
guys who can’t win the big one, but I'd 
rather be in our shoes than Cleveland’s.” 


Team on the rise: Chargers. Memo to 
anyone looking for a longshot to win the 
conference: Take a look at San Diego. 
Seven of the Chargers’ top players are for- 
mer first-rounders, including Lee Wil- 
liams, a No. 1 pick in the USFL supple- 
mental draft who led the conference in 
sacks in ’89. They haven't learned how to 
win yet, but the Chargers aren't far away. 
To wit: 13 of their 16 games last season 
were decided by a touchdown or less. 
When you consider that the Chargers’ 
1990 opponents had a 117-136-3 record last 
season, San Diego could make things in- 
teresting in the West, 


And finally ...: We leave you with a 
comment from Elway sure to make the 
powers at NBC cringe: “You bet [ want to 
go back (to the Super Bowl). I'll keep 
going back every year, even if we keep 
losing.” i 


By MILT NORTHROP 
Buffalo News 


verybody on the eastern end of 
a Lake Erie had an opinion on why 

the Buffalo Bills were mired in a 
three-game losing streak as they entered 
the final weekend of the 1989 season. 
Tired of all the second-guessing by the 
public and media and well aware that a 
playoff berth hung in the balance, Coach 
Marv Levy declared: “This team is drown- 
ing in analysis.” 

Levy was right, but he failed to mention 
that his team also was drowning in con- 
troversy, The old saying that loose lips 
sink ships applied nicely to the Bills, who 
were distracted by a series of clubhouse 
squabbles that helped keep them from 
reaching their potential. 

One such controversy involved quarter- 
back Jim Kelly, who chose to openly criti- 
cize offensive tackle Howard Ballard for 
missing a pass block. Not long after that 
outburst, running back Thurman Thomas 
made some choice comments about Kelly. 
More clubhouse sniping followed and the 
Bills, once 8-4 and thinking Super Bowl, 
finished at 9-7, good enough for the 
American Football Conference Eastern 
Division title but not much else. 

Included among the Bills’ seven losses 
were defensive failures against Atlanta 
and New England and an offensive fizzle 
at Seattle—three teams that combined for 
a 15-33 record. The bottom line is that Buf- 
falo was a team headed in the wrong di- 
rection when its season concluded in a 34- 
30 divisional playoff loss to Cleveland. 


Strengths: The Bills 
could be the best-bal- 
anced team in the AFC if 


their defense returns to its WR 


1988 form. Only San Francisco 
and the Los Angeles Rams scored 
more points than Buffalo last season. 
Weaknesses: With key reserves Leon 
Seals and Jeff Wright now scheduled 
to start, defensive line depth could be a 
problem. Proven talent also is thin at 
wide receiver, and a starter must be 
found or developed at right guard. 
Key to success: Keeping the defensive 
threesome of Bruce Smith, Shane 
Conlan and Cornelius Bennett healthy 
and happy. Conlan and Bennett lined 
up together for only five regular-sea- 
son games in ‘89. Also, top draft pick 
James Williams must contribute imme- 
diately in the secondary. 
Sure sign of trouble: If the Bills fail to 
win at least five games in the first half 
of their schedule. All eight are against 
AFC teams, five of them division rivals, 
That’s a fact: The extended NFL 
schedule gives the Bills just what they 
don't need—another December game. 
Historically, the Bills are a poor late- 
season team. Buffalo was 10-25 in 
games after November 30 during the 
1980s and only 8-20-1 in the 1970s. 
“We feel we 


The head coach says: 
have infused our team with some vig- 
orous talent and good amounts of it. 
We ‘hung on’ last year because we 
didn't have access to a lot of new talent 
coming in, because we didn’t have a 
first or second draft choice.” 


LT 
LG 


Wide receiver Andre Reed often 
turns short and medium catches 
into 60- and 70-yard scoring plays. 


Assuming that Levy can change that di- 
rection in 1990, the Bills should easily be 
the class of their division. Buffalo led its 
AFC East rivals by a wide margin last 
season in virtually every statistical cate- 
gory. 

So why, then, did it take the Bills 16 
weeks to confirm their superiority in the 
AFC East? Levy and his staff hope that 


PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 


Reed Kolesar 
Wolford Parker 
Ritcher J. Davis 


c Hull Burton Lingner 


RG 
RT 
TE 
WR 


Burton Marshall 
Ballard Parker 
Metzelaars McKeller Rolle 


Lofton Beebe Tasker 


QB Kelly Reich Gilbert 


K. Davis 
Mueller 


Thomas Fuller 
Gardner Kinnebrew 


DEFENSE 


LE 


Seals Pike 


NT Wright DeRigai 


LOLB Bennett 
LILB Conlan 


B. Smith Pike 
Cofield 
Radecic Collins 


RILB Bentley Bailey 


ROLB Talley 
LCB Williams 
RCB _Odomes 


ss 


Radecic 

Jackson 

Sutton Mims 
L. Smith Drane 


FS Kelso Hagy 
SPECIALISTS 


; 
KR 
PR 


Norwood Nies 
Nies Norwood 
Fuller Beebe 
Kolesar Sutton 
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comes to a more enjoyable conclusion. 


COACHING 


Players were not the only ones gen- 
erating controversy last season, A film- 
room fistfight between receivers coach 
Nick Nicolau and offensive line coach 
Tom Bresnahan was the talk of the Na- 
tional Football League coaching fraterni- 
ty for an entire week, 

The Nicolau-Bresnahan punchout was 
indicative of the clashing opinions and 
egos that ran rampant through the coach- 
ing staff. There were differences of opin- 
ion on tactics and strategy among the of- 
fensive staff and in the deployment of 
personnel on the defensive side. Despite 
the in-fighting, only one assistant—defen- 
sive line coach Ted Cottrell—has left. But 
his departure leads to a significant 
change in assignments. 

Chuck Dickerson moves from the offen- 
sive side to replace Cottrell. His primary 
responsibilities will be finding a -way to 
motivate talented end Bruce Smith while 
finding replacements for two veteran line 
starters—Fred Smerlas and Art Still. 

All the turmoil raised questions about 
how much control the 6l-year-old Levy 
has over his charges. Known as a media- 
friendly coach, Levy restricted access to 
his players near the end of the season. 


OFFENSE 


QUARTERBACKS—If Ronnie Harmon — 
hadn't dropped a potential game-winning © 
touchdown pass against Cleveland in a 
1989 AFC playoff game, Kelly might final- 
ly have proved that he is a top-drawer 
NFL quarterback. Even though he missed 
three games with a left shoulder separa- 
tion, Kelly passed for a career-high 25 
touchdowns. Without selling out to the 
passing game, Buffalo ended the season 
with a franchise-record 32 touchdown | 
passes as well as 3,589 passing yards. | 

Kelly appears destined to always be the 
center of one controversy or another, but 
the Bills have done a good job of remov- 
ing some of the pressure by building a 
strong defense and running game so that 
everything doesn’t rest on their quarter- 
back’s shoulders. 

And Frank Reich showed last season 
that the Bills can still be competitive 
when Kelly is not playing. Reich stepped 
in when Kelly was hurt and guided the 
Bills to three straight wins. Gale Gilbert, 
who spent most of the 1989 season on in- 
jured reserve, offers insurance. 

RUNNING BACKS—Thomas emerged as 
a major offensive force in 1989. He not 
only led the NFL in total yards from 
scrimmage (1,244 rushing, 669 receiving), 
but also set a Buffalo record for a running 
back with 60 receptions. That didn’t in- 
clude the 13 passes he caught in a breath- 
taking playoff performance that shredded 
Cleveland's defense. 

Thomas may have a dangerous new 
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COACHES 


Head coach—Marv Levy, 

Assistant coaches— 

Tom Bresnahan (offensive line). 

Walt Corey (defensive coordinator /linebackers). 

Glenn Deadmond (defensive assistant). 

Bruce DeHaven (special teams). 

Chuck Dickerson (defensive line). 

Rusty Jones (strength and conditioning). 

Don Lawrence (offensive quality control/tight 
ends). 

Chuck Lester (defensive quality control/adminis- 
trative assistant). 

Ted Marchibroda (offensive coordinator). 

Nick Nicolau (receivers). 

Elijah Pitts (running backs), 

Dick Roach (defensive backs). 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


1989 regular-season record: 9-7 (1st in AFC 
East); 6-2 in division; 8-4 in conference; 6-2 at 
home; 3-5 on road. 

1989 playoff record: Lost to Browns, 34-30, in 
AFC semifinals, 

1989 team rankings: total offense, 2nd in AFC/ 
5th in NFL; total defense, 6th/11th; rushing of- 
fense, 2nd/3rd; rushing defense, 6th/14th; passing 
offense, 4th/8th; passing defense, 8th/10th; 
scoring offense, 1st/3rd; scoring defense, 8th 
14th; takeaways, T7th/T 15th; giveaways, T11th/ 
T21st; turnover differential, 9th/20th; sacks, 
6th/15th; sacks allowed, 6th/10th, 

Levy's regular-season record: 30-24 in four 
seasons with Bills; 61-66 overall in nine NFL sea- 
sons with Bills and Chiefs. 

Levy's postseason record: 1-2 in two playoffs 
with Bills. 

Team record last five years: 34-45 (.430, ranks 
T19th in league in that span). 


MISCELLANEOUS DATA 


Stadium (capacity): Rich Stadium (80,290). 
Ticket information: Buffalo Bills Ticket Office, 
One Bills Drive, Orchard Park, NY 14127; 716- 
648-1800. 

Radio Information: Flagship station—WGR, 550 
AM; WMJQ, 96.9 FM. 

Training camp: Fredonia State University, Fre- 
donia, N.Y.; 716-648-1800. Opens for rookies and 
veterans July 27. 


1990 SCHEDULE 


9—Indianapolis 
- 16—at Miami 
. 24—at New York Jets (Mon.) 
. 30—Denver 
7—Los Angeles Raiders 
14—Open date 
21—New York Jets 
28—at New England 
4—at Cleveland 
11—Phoenix 
18—New England 
26—at Houston (Mon.) 
2—Philadelphia 
9—at Indianapolis 
15—at New York Giants (Sat.) 
23—Miami 
30—at Washington 


10—at Miami 
. 18—Denver 
. 24—at Houston (OT) 
1—New England 
8—at Indianapolis 
16—L.A. Rams 
22—N.Y. Jets 
29—Miami 
5—at Atlanta 
12—Indianapolis 
19—at New England 
26—Cincinnati 
4—at Seattle 
10—New Orleans 
17—at San Francisco 
23—at N.Y. Jets 


1989 LEADERS 


Scoring (kicking): Scott Norwood, 115 pts. 
(46/47 PATs, 23/30 FGs). 

Scoring (touchdowns): Thurman Thomas, 72 
pts. (6 rushing, 6 receiving). 

Passing: Jim Kelly, 3,130 yds. (391 att., 228 
comp., 58.3%, 25 TDs, 18 int.). 

Rushing: Thurman Thomas, 1,244 yds, (4.2 ayg., 
6 TDs). 

Receptions: Andre Reed, 88 (1,312 yds., 14.9 
avg., 9 TDs). 

Interceptions: Mark Kelso, 6 (101 yds., 0 TDs). 
Nivae Leonard Smith, 99 (76 solo, 23 assist- 
ed), 

Sacks: Bruce Smith, 13. 

Punting: John Kidd, 39.4 avg. (65 punts, 2,564 
yds., 2 blocked). 

Punt returns: Mickey Sutton, 8.9 avg. (26 att., 
231 yds., 0 TDs). 

Kickoff returns; Ronnie Harmon, 22.7 avg. (18 
att., 409 yds., 0 TDs). 


1989 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1990 roster only. 


Beebe 


K.Davis 


Jackson 
Kelly 
Kelso 


Kinnebrew 


Lofton 
MckKeller 


Metzelaars 


Norwood 


Reed 


Reich 


Rolle 


Thomas 
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running mate if second-round draft choice 
Carwell Gardner is as good as the Bills 
think. The former Louisville star can 
block and catch, and he's what Bills 
scouts call a ‘‘collision runner.” Last 
year’s fullback, Larry Kinnebrew, is not a 
gifted receiver and needs some room be- 
fore he works up a head of steam. 

The Bills are looking for a third-down 
receiving specialist to replace Harmon, 
who left via Plan B free agency. Either 
Don Smith, a Plan B acquisition, or versa- 
tile Eddie Fuller, a fourth-round draft pick 
out of Louisiana State, could win the job. 


RECEIVERS—Two-time Pro Bowler 
Andre Reed keeps getting better. He 
broke his own Buffalo single-season rec- 
ord with 88 receptions last season while 
becoming the Bills’ all-time career pass- 
catching leader. He is a master at making 
the tough catches inside the hash marks, 
but Reed’s real strength is his running 
ability after the catch. He often turns 
short and medium catches into 60- and 70- 
yard scoring plays. 

Three different receivers started oppo- 
site Reed. The third of the three, former 
All-Pro James Lofton, probably will begin 
the season as the other starter. That job 
eventually will go to speedster Don 
Beebe, a 1989 rookie who made his first 
NFL catch count—63 yards and a touch- 
down against Houston. 

The team’s fourth wideout should be 
John Kolesar, who missed his 1989 rookie 
campaign because of knee surgery. 

Pete Metzelaars, an excellent blocker, 
will share time at tight end with Keith 
McKeller, a better pass catcher. 


LINEMEN—Kelly's complaint about Bal- 
lard overshadowed the monumental im- 
provement the 315-pound right tackle 
made right up to the end of the season. 
Some NFL observers consider the matur- 
ing tackle tandem of Ballard and Will 
Wolford potentially the AFC's best. 

Center Kent Hull, a two-time Pro Bowl 
performer, also returns along with veter- 
an left guard Jim Ritcher. But the Bills 
must find a replacement at right guard 
for 13-year veteran Joe Devlin, who was 
not re-signed after the 1989 campaign. 
The leading candidate appears to be 
Leonard Burton, although Derrell Marsh- 
all, a developmental squad player last 
season, will get a good look. 

Glenn Parker, a third-round draft pick 
out of Arizona, will perform backup duty 
at both tackle slots, 


DEFENSE 


LINEMEN—The Bills’ front wall will 
have a new look. 

Smerlas, who started every Buffalo 
game during the 1980s (with the exception 
of three 1987 strike games) at nose tackle, 
signed a free-agent contract with San 
Francisco. Still was released. The new 
starters figure to be Jeff Wright at nose 
tackle and Leon Seals at left end. 

Seals and Wright were virtually split- 
ting duty at those positions by the end of 
the 1989 season. To best utilize their tal- 
ents, the Bills will alter their defensive 
scheme and do more stunting and looping. 

The big man on the line, of course, is 


Smith, who recorded 13 sacks last season 
while earning Pro Bowl honors for the 
third straight year. He is a powerful force, 
both against the run and as a pass rusher, 
and requires constant double-teaming. 
One of two rookies, Fred DeRiggi of 
Syracuse or Mike Lodish of UCLA, figures 
to make the roster as a backup nose tack- 
le. Mark Pike is the third defensive end. 


LINEBACKERS—When you think of Buf- 
falo linebackers, the names Cornelius 
Bennett and Shane Conlan automatically 
come to mind. But that talented duo was 
outperformed last season by veterans 
Darryl! Talley and Ray Bentley and utility- 
man Scott Radecic. 

Bennett missed four games with a knee 
injury and, by his own admission, did not 
play up to his previous standards, Conlan 
missed six games with a knee injury. 

Inside man Bentley teamed with out- 
side man Talley to finish tied for second 
in team tackles. The hard-working Talley 
added a career-high six sacks. The Bills 
also would have been lost without Rade- 
cic, who started at three different line- 
backer positions. 

Buffalo coaches believe that hard-nosed 
Carlton Bailey is a future star. They also 
like the size and talent of seventh-round 
draft pick Brent Collins, who was a starter 
at Georgia before finishing his college ca- 
reer at little Carson-Newman, 


DEFENSIVE BACKS—When left corner- 
back Derrick Burroughs retired suddenly 
because of a medical problem, Kirby 
Jackson stepped in and played well in 13 
starts, But Jackson probably will return to 
his backup role in 1990 with the addition 
of first-round draft pick James Williams, a 
talented and speedy performer out of 
Fresno State. 

Williams should start opposite Nate 
Odomes, who picked off five passes last 
season. Jackson, Mickey Sutton and Carl 
Mims give the Bills more corner depth 
than they've had in a long time. 

There was some criticism last season 
that safeties Leonard Smith and Mark 
Kelso lacked range in pass coverage. But 
Smith was as active as ever at supporting 
the run and Kelso finished the season with 
six interceptions. 

Still, the Bills will be looking for oppor- 
tunities to spot John Hagy, who returned 
from knee surgery and provided valuable 
relief help last year. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


John Nies, a sixth-round draft choice 
out of Arizona, can solve three problems. 
He can replace John Kidd, who left via 
Plan B, as both punter and the holder on 
placements for Scott Norwood, and he can 
handle kickoffs, the only deficiency in 
Norwood’s game. 

Buffalo covered punts and kickoffs ex- 
ceptionally well last season until they let 
Cleveland's Eric Metcalf get away on a 
costly 90-yard kickoff return for a playoff 
touchdown. 

Beebe, Fuller and Al 
Edwards, an 11th-round 
pick from Northwestern 
(La.) State, offer hope 
as kick returners. 


QUARTERBACKS 
Gilbert, Gale 

Kelly, Jim 

Reich, Frank 
RUNNING BACKS 
Davis, Kenneth 

Fuller, Eddie 

Gardner, Carwell 
Kinnebrew, Larry (FB) 
Mueller, Jamie (FB) 
Riddick, Robb 

Smith, Don 

Thomas, Thurman 
RECEIVERS 

Banks, Roy 

Barnes, Lew 

Beebe, Don 

Edwards, Al 

Franklin, Darryl 

Hines, Clarkson 
Kolesar, John 

Lofton, James 
McKeller, Keith (TE) 
Metzelaars, Pete (TE) 
Reed, Andre 

Rolle, Butch (TE) 
Tasker, Steve 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Ballard, Howard (T) 
Burton, Leonard (T) 
Davis, John (T) 
Frerotte, Mitch (G) 
Griffith, Brent (G) 
Hull, Kent (C) 
Lingner, Adam (C) 
Parker, Glenn (T) 
Ritcher, Jim (G) 
Wolford, Will (T) 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
DeRiaggi, Fred (NT) 
Glover, Clyde (E) 

Jarvis, Ralph (E) 

Lodish, Mike (T) 
Mesner, Bruce (NT) 
Pike, Mark (E) 

Seals, Leon (E) 

Smith, Bruce (E) 
Wright, Jeff (NT) 


LINEBACKERS 
Bailey, Carlton 
Bennett, Cornelius 
Bentley, Ray 
Cofield, Timmy 
Collins, Brent 
Conlan, Shane 
Doctor, Tom 
Monger, Matt 
Patton, Marveus 
Radecic, Scott 
Talley, Darryl 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Adams, Michael (CB) 
Drane, Dwight (S) 
Hagy, John (S) 

Hale, Chris (CB) 
Jackson, Kirby (CB) 
Kelso, Mark (S) 
Mims, Carl (CB) 
Mitchell, Devon (S) 
Odomes, Nate (CB) 
Smith, Leonard (S) 
Sutton, Mickey (PR) 
Williams, James 
SPECIALISTS 
Brady, Kerry (K) 
Nies, John (P) 
Norwood, Scott (K) 
Tuten, Rick (P) 
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OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP 


Louie Aguiar, P, Sean Doctor, RB; John Dominic, 
Deval Glover, WR; Jeff Hunter, DE; Matthew Jaworski, 


Born 
12-20-61 
2-14-60 
12-4-61 
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College 
California 
Miami (Fla.) 
Maryland 


Texas Christian 
Louisiana State 
Louisville 

Tennessee State 
Benedictine (Kan.) 
Millersville State (Pa.) 
Mississippi State 
Oklahoma State 


Eastern Illinois 
Oregon 

Chadron (Neb.) St. 
Northwestern State 
Washington 

Duke 

Michigan 

Stanford 
Jacksonville State 
Wabash (Ind.) 
Kutztown State (Pa.) 
Michigan State 
Northwestern 


Alabama A&M 
South Carolina 
Georgia Tech 

Penn State 

Minn.- Duluth 
Mississippi State 
Illinois 

Arizona 

North Carolina State 
Vanderbilt 


Syracuse 

Fresno State 

Temple 

UCLA 

Maryland 

Georgia Tech 

Jackson State 
Virginia Tech 

Central Missouri State 


North Carolina 
Alabama 

Central Michigan 
Elizabeth City State 
Carson-Newman 
Penn State 

Canisius 

Oklahoma State 
UCLA 


Penn State 
West Virginia 


Arkansas State 
Oklahoma 

Texas 

Southern California 
Mississippi State 
William & Mary 
Sam Houston State 
Towa 

Wisconsin 
McNeese State 
Montana 

Fresno State 


Hawaii 

Arizona 

James Madison 
Florida State 


Pritchett, LB; Dave Schnell, QB; Tim Smiley, S; Cornelius Southall, S; Eric Starr, RB. 


Not with Buffalo in 1989 


tIncludes totals with both Buffalo and another NFL team in 1989. 
Key to abbreviations on page 160, 


_.. that since the end of the 1987 players strike, Buffalo has produced a 17-4 record against AFC East 
opponents? The Bills had won only three of their previous 25 division games. 
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DID YOU KNOW... 


How °89 Games 
acq. GP/GS 
FA/89 0/0 
Dlb/83 13/13 
03a/85 7/3 
UFA/89 =: 16/0 
D4/90 _ 
D2/90 - 

FA/89 =: 15/10 
D3b/87 14/3 
09/81 IR 
UFA/90 *11/0 
D2/88 16/16 
FA/90 0/0 
FA/90 "2/0 
03/89 14/0 
011/90 — 
FA/89 IR 
09/90 = 
D4/89 IR 
FA/89 12/2 
D9/87 16/7 
Tr./85 16/16 
D4a/85 16/16 
D7c/86 16/1 
W/86 16/0 
D11/87 16/16 
03/86 16/0 
FA/89 16/0 
FA/88 IR 
07a/90 - 

FA/86 16/16 
FA/89 16/0 
03/90 -- 
D1/80 16/16 
Dlb/86 16/16 
07¢/90 — 
FA/90 0/0 
FA/90 °1/0 
D10/90 ~ 
08/87 0/0 
D7b/86 16/0 
04b/87 16/0 
01a/85 16/16 
D8b/88 15/0 
D9/88 16/0 
Tr./87 12/12 
FA/86 15/15 
W/89 5/0 
D7b/90 — 
01/87 10/9 
OFA/89 IR 
FA/89 9/0 
D8/90 — 
W/87 16/12 
02/83 16/16 
FA/90 °3/0 
SupD1/84 16/1 
DBa/88 9/0 
07/89 16/0 
FA/87 914/13 
FA/86 16/16 
FA/89 IR 
FA/90 0/0 
022/87 16/16 
Tr /88 5/15 
FA/89 15/0 
01/90 — 
FA/90 3/0 
D6/90 - 
FA/85 16/0 
UFA/90 = °2/0 


* 


DL; Lonnie Finch, DB; Tom Gerhart, S; Rich Gicewicz, TE; 
LB; Derrell Marshall, OT; Todd Nelson, OL; Wes 
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Price paid for George panned as less than Super 


By TOM RIETMANN 
Indianapolis News 


he multimillion-dollar arm has the 
city of Indianapolis up in arms. 

It wasn't supposed to be that way. 
When the Colts traded for the No. 1 pick 
in the 1990 draft and selected quarterback 
Jeff George, club management envisioned 
fans embracing the former local prep 
hero as a savior. George, the Colts rea- 
soned, would instantly erase memories of 
the franchise's past quarterback blunders 
(see the drafting of Art Schlichter, 1982, 
and the trade of John Elway, 1983). 

Instead of sweet praise, fans showered 
the Colts with sour reactions when six- 
time Pro Bowl tackle Chris Hinton, re- 
ceiver Andre Rison and the team’s No. 1 
pick in 1991 were peddled to Atlanta to 
acquire the Falcons’ leadoff spot in the 
draft. Nearly 12,000 people responded to a 
poll conducted by an Indianapolis TV sta- 
tion and 87 percent condemned the deal. 
The team’s offices were swamped with 
calls denouncing the trade. 

“I think all of this conversation (will 
cease) when we get George on the field,” 
Colts Owner Robert Irsay said in a plea 
for patience. 

“The only time I had a chance to really 
get to the Super Bowl is when I had Bert 
Jones, who was a tremendous quarter- 
back. That's what I think we've got now. 
That's how we hope to get to the Super 
Bowl ... with Jeff George.” 

In a nutshell, George better keep fans 
excited while he develops because public 
confidence is eroding. Ticket buyers, hit 


Strengths; If Fredd 
Young finally pans out 
on the inside, the line- 
backing corps will be second WR 
to none. The kicking game, with 
punter Rohn Stark and place- LT 
kicker Dean Biasucci, rates among LG 
the top three in the NFL. Cc 
Weaknesses: Left cornerback cries out RG 
for a good, consistent cover man. A ar 
tight end with speed and big-time 
catching ability hasn't been part of the TE 
offense since the team moved to Indi- WR 
anapolis in 1984. The offensive line has 
been further undermined by the trade RB 
of tackle Chris Hinton. H-B 
Key to success: The Colts must find a 
more consistent offensive attack. Last 
season, they failed to reach 2,000 


rushing yards and completed only 51.3 LE 


percent of their passes. 
Sure sign of trouble: Watch the Sep- RE 
tember record. In six previous seasons 
in Indianapolis, the Colts are 5-17 dur- 
ing the first month. 


SSS ee 


Jeff George (left) is expected to be the Colts’ opening-day quarterback. 


with an unpopular price hike last winter, 
are tired of being teased with near 
misses, 

Furthermore, the Colts’ off-field trou- 
bles—Eric Dickerson’s potshots at his 
line, controversial trades, zero Plan B 
signings and numerous contract squab- 
bles—are raising major questions about 
the club's direction. 

“You've got people bad-mouthing each 
other on the team,” said linebacker 
Duane Bickett. “You've got some dissen- 


PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 


Verdin Simmons Hester 
Moss B. Baldinger Cunningham 
Dixon Tomberlin Brown 
Donaldson Eisenhooth 

Baldinger Tomberlin 


QB George 


LOLB 
LILB_ Herrod 


Call Schultz 

Beach Davis 

Brooks Pruitt 

Chandler Benhart 
Hunter Clark 

A. Johnson 


Dickerson 
Bentley 


DEFENSE 


Thompson Clancy McNanie 


NT Benson Armstrong 


Hand Smith 
Banks Alston 
Larson 


Walker 


That's a fact: Offensive inconsistencies 
in general—and a poor passing attack 
in specific—have led to a miserable 
34.3 percent efficiency on third downs 


RILB Young 
ROLB Bickett 


LCB_ Grant 


McDonald 
McDonald 
Baylor 


Larson 
Goode 


RCB Daniel 


Goode 


over the last two seasons. ss 
The head coach says: “| don’t think we 

fell apart last season. | think we just FS 
missed on the all-important last game 
(a 41-6 loss at New Orleans, which 


Ball Taylor 
Prior Wilson 


SPECIALISTS 


cost the Colts a playoff berth). | think K 
we've taken tremendous strides the P 
last three years. And we've never been KR 
afraid of making bold moves in trying PR 
to take the next step.” 
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Larson 
Biasucci 
Simmons 
Simmons 


Biasucci 
Stark 
Grant 
Verdin 


Johnson 
Grant 
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sion going on, you've got people being 
traded and you're losing people to Plan B. 
Hopefully, things will work out for the 
team. Because if they don’t, we're going 
to be in big trouble.” 


COACHING 


Since he was hired on December 1, 
1986, Ron Meyer has built a 29-21 regular- 
season mark, tops in the American Foot- 
ball Conference Eastern Division and 
fourth in the AFC during that span. But 
neither his past record nor the excuse of 
having a rookie quarterback will lessen 
the pressure to win in 1990. 

Meyer, whose contract includes 
guaranteed salaries through 1991, was 
served notice about his staff a year ago. 
But he chose to retain his hand-picked as- 
sistants and face the heat of a 1990 sched- 
ule that opens against three playoff teams 
—all on the road—in four weeks. 


OFFENSE 

QUARTERBACKS—Offensive philoso- 
phies change almost with the calendar in 
Indianapolis. The Colts ran the ball under 
Frank Kush in 1984, passed it under Rod 
Dowhower in 1985 and 1986, then ran it 
again under Meyer. Now, with George at 
quarterback, the team will return to a 
more open passing attack and a two-back 
set. 

George, with his hair-trigger release 
and strength to throw passes 80 yards 
with accuracy, is expected to be the open- 
ing-day starter. He thrived under pressure 
as a collegian, which offers hope in light 
of the Colts’ dismal 41.7 percent comple- 
tion rate on third-down passes in 1989. 

Nobody was more shocked by the ac- 
quisition of George than third-year quar- 
terback Chris Chandler, who expected to 
be the starter after fully recovering from 
1989 knee surgery. The Colts likely will 
have to rework Chandler's contract, or 


there seems little chance he will happily 
coexist with the rookie. 

Veteran Jack Trudeau went on the 
trading block only a few days after he 
publicly criticized the George trade and 
suggested that the Colts would win no 
more than four games in 1990. 

RUNNING BACKS—Dickerson, while 
burning bridges during the off-season, lik- 
ened playing behind the Colts’ line to a 
game of Russian roulette. A trade for the 
disgruntled running back loomed as a pos- 
sibility, but the Colts will want a first- 
round draft pick as icing on any player 
deal. His reaction to the selection of 
George? “It doesn't concern me because 
I'm through playing football anyway.” 

With or without Dickerson, the Colts 
are sound in the backfield. Albert Bentley, 
overshadowed by Dickerson since 1987, 
may finally get his chance as the team's 
premier back, Bentley is a better pass re- 
ceiver than Dickerson and will be used 
extensively in that role after catching 52 
throws for 525 yards last year. 

Entering his second year, Ivy Joe Hunt- 
er is one player to watch. If he holds off 
challenges by second-round draftee Anth- 
ony Johnson of Notre Dame and eighth- 
round pick Ken Clark of Nebraska, Hunt- 
er has the size (248 pounds) and running 
ability to make the Colts’ new two-back 
formations work. 

RECEIVERS—Rison’s departure cost In- 
dianapolis 52 catches and a dangerous 
burner who took pressure off Bill Brooks, 
the team’s Mr. Reliable. For the new of- 
fense to succeed, someone else must step 
forward and aid Brooks, who last year fell 
81 yards shy of becoming the first-ever 
Colt to post two 1,000-yard receiving sea- 
sons. 

Clarence Verdin has yet to prove he 
has the hands to match his swift speed. 
Fourth-round draftee Stacey Simmons 
owns 4.3-second speed over 40 yards but 
must master the nuances of a pro offense 
after catching only 10 passes as a senior 
in Florida's run-oriented attack. James 
Pruitt has displayed flashes of fine play. 
Jessie Hester, a former No. 1 pick by the 
Los Angeles Raiders, is a reclamation 
project. 

At tight end, the Colts have veteran Pat 
Beach, a fine blocker, and a band of un- 
knowns. But, then, having Beach around 
may be enough, what with the tight ends 
catching only 25 passes last season for 145 
yards, 

LINEMEN—Only three years ago, the 
Colts’ line was regarded as one of the best 
in the league. In the wake of Hinton’s de- 
parture, it ranks as the team’s biggest un- 
certainty. 

Center Ray Donaldson, guard Randy 
Dixon and right tackle Kevin Call return, 
but all three had subpar seasons in 1989, 
Versatile Brian Baldinger, who has start- 
ed at all five line positions, will likely 
move into a guard spot. Zefross Moss, 361 
pounds and trying to reduce to 320, was an 
early entry at Hinton’s position. 

Overall, the Colts have no proven depth 
here. Pat Tomberlin, a fixture on the in- 


Continued 
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QUARTERBACKS 
Benhart, Gene 
Chandler, Chris 
George, Jeff 
Trudeau, Jack 
RUNNING BACKS 
Bentley, Albert 
Clark, Ken 
Dickerson, Eric 
Hunter, Ivy Joe 
Johnson, Anthony (FB) 


RECEIVERS 
Beach, Pat (TE) 
Brooks, Bill 

Hester, Jessie 
Huffman, Darvell 
Pruitt, James 
Simmons, Stacey 
Verdin, Clarence 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Baldinger, Brian (G) 
Brown, Dean (G) 
Call, Kevin (T) 
Conlin, Chris 
Cunningham, Pat (T) 
Dixon, Randy (T) 
Donaldson, Ray (C) 
Eisenhooth, Stan 
Knight, Steve 
Moss, Zefross 
Rentie, Ceasar (T) 
Schultz, William (T) 
Tomberlin, Pat (T) 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Armstrong, Harvey (NT) 
Baldinger, Gary (E) 
Benson, Mitchell (T) 
Clancy, Sam (E) 

Hand, Jon (E) 

McNanie, Sean (E) 
Smith, Carnel (E) 
Thompson, Donnell (E) 


LINEBACKERS 
Alston, O’Brien 
Banks, Chip 
Bickett, Duane 
Dean, Kevin 
Herrod, Jeff 
Kolic, Larry 
Larson, Kurt 
McDonald, Quintus 
Singletary, James 
Walker, Tony 
Young, Fredd 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Ball, Michael 
Baylor, John 

Daniel, Eugene (CB) 
Goode, Chris 

Grant, Alan 

Prior, Mike 

Taylor, Keith 
Wilson, Harvey 
SPECIALISTS 
Biasucci, Dean (K) 
Stark, Rohn (P) 


5-11/217 
5-9/201 
6-3/224 
6-0/248 
6-0/222 


6-4/249 


5-8/162 


6-4/278 
6-3/311 


{231 


OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP 
Bill Ames, TE; Dale Amos, WR; Reggie Barnes, RB; Jim Bell, RB; Pat Davis, TE; Tim Finkelston, WR; Chad 
Fortune, TE; Tim Freeman, OT; Joe Henderson, RB; Cornell Holloway, DB; Orsorio Jackson, DB; Ricky 
Johnson, RB; Doug Lowery, DE; Dwayne O'Connor, TE; Alfred Rawls, RB; David Rider, DB; Eugene Riley, TE; 
Ron Robinson, DB; Tony Siragusa, NT; Mike Teeter, DL; Matt Vanderbeek, DE; Ron Vargo, C; Reggie 


Williams, WR; Bo Wright, RB. 
*Not with Indianapolis in 1989. 
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12-13-68 


7-25-62 
5-4-59 
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College 
Western Illinois 
Washington 
Iilinois 

Illinois 


Miami (Fla.) 
Nebraska 

Southern Methodist 
Kentucky 

Notre Dame 


Washington State 
Boston University 
Florida State 

Boston University 

Cal State-Fullerton 
Florida 

Southwestern Louisiana 


Duke 

Notre Dame 
Colorado State 
Penn State 
Texas A&M 
Pittsburgh 
Georgia 
Towson State 
Tennessee 
Alabama State 
Oklahoma 
Southern California 
Florida State 


Southern Methodist 
Wake Forest 

Texas Christian 
Pittsburgh 
Alabama 

San Diego State 
Pittsburgh 

North Carolina 


Maryland 

Southern California 
Southern California 
Texas Christian 
Mississippi 

Ohio State 
Michigan State 
Penn State 

East Carolina 

SE Missouri State 
New Mexico State 


Southern University 
Southern Mississippi 
Louisiana State 
Alabama 

Stanford 

Illinois State 

Illinois 

Southern University 


Western Carolina 
Florida State 


tIncludes totals with both Indianapolis and another NFL team in 1989. 
Key to abbreviations on page 160. 


The Sporting News 1990 Pro Football Yearbook * 


DID YOU KNOW... 


.., that in trades for Eric Dickerson, Fredd Young and Jeff George, the Colts have given up four first-round 
picks, two second-rounders, a fifth-rounder, Cornelius Bennett, Chris Hinton and Andre Rison? 


How ‘89 Games 
ee GP/GS 
D012a/90 = 
D3/88 3/3 
01/90 = 
D2/86 13/12 


SupD2/84 16/8 
D8a/90 — 


Tr./87. 15/14 
D7a/89 =: 16/1 
D2/90 - 
D6/82 ~=16/13 
D4/86 16/16 
FA/90 0/0 
09/90 _ 
W/88 16/3 
D4a/90 — 
Tr./88 16/7 
FA/88 16/3 
D12b/90 — 
D5a/84 15/15 
FA/90 0/0 
044/90 — 
D4/87 16/16 
D2/80 16/16 
UFA/89 16/0 
FA/89 IR 
Tr./89 16/0 
A/90 0/0 
D4b/90 - 

4/89 0/0 
FA/86 16/16 
FA/90 0/0 
03/89 16/0 
UFA/89 16/0 
D1/86 16/15 
FA/90 0/0 
D11/90 = 
Dlb/81 16/16 
D10/88 4/4 
Tr./89 10/10 
01/85 16/16 
FA/90 0/0 
D9/88 15/14 
FA/90 0/0 
08/89 13/0 
06/89 15/2 
07/90 — 
D6/90 = 
Tr./88 15/15 
D4/88 16/16 
05/88 16/8 
08/84 15/14 
D10/87 15/8 
D4c/90 _ 
FA/87 16/16 
FA/88 16/0 
D8b/90 = 
FA/86 16/0 
D2a/82 16/0 
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COACHES 


Head coach—Ron Meyer. 
Assistant coaches— 

Leon Burnett (running backs). 

George Catavolos (secondary), 

Milt Jackson (receivers), 

Larry Keenan (offensive coordinator). 
Bill Muir (defensive line). 

Dante Scarnecchia (offensive line), 
Brad Seely (special teams), 

Rick Venturi (linebackers): 

Tom Zupancic (strength and conditioning). 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


1989 regular-season record: 8-8 (2nd in AFC 
East); 4-4 in division; 7-5 in conference; 6-2 at 
home; 2-6 on road. 

1989 playoff record: None 

1989 team rankings: total offense, 12th in AFC/ 
23rd in NFL; total defense, 11th/22nd; rushing of- 
fense, 8th/17th; rushing defense, 10th/22nd; 
passing offense, 12th/24th; passing defense, 9th/ 
15th; scoring offense, 9th/20th; scoring defense, 
7th/T11th; takeaways, T7th/T15th; giveaways, 
Ist /3rd; turnover differential, 3rd/T5th; sacks, 
3rd/6th; sacks allowed, 3rd/T4th. 

Meyer's regular-season record: 29-21 in four 
seasons with Colts; 47-36 overall in seven NFL 
seasons with Colts and Patriots, 

Meyer's postseason record: 0-1 in one playoff 
with Colts; 0-2 overall in two playoffs with Colts 
and Patriots. 

Team record last five years: 34-45 (.430, ranks 
T19th in league in that span). 


MISCELLANEOUS DATA 


Stadium (capacity): Hoosier Dome (60,127). 
Ticket Information: Indianapolis Colts Inc., Attn. 
Ticket Office, P.0. Box 53200, Indianapolis, IN 
46253; 317-297-7000. 

Radio information: Flagship station—WIBC, 
1070 AM. 

Training camp: Anderson University, Anderson, 
Ind.; 317-297-2658. Opens for rookies, free 
agents and injured reserve players July 19; opens 
for veterans July 26. 


1990 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 9—at Buffalo 

Sept. 16—New England 
Sept. 23—at Houston 

Sept. 30—at Philadelphia 
Oct. 7—Kansas City 

Oct. 14—Open date 

Oct. 21—Denver 

Oct. 28—Miami 

Nov. 5—New York Giants (Mon.) 
Nov. 11—at New England 
Nov. 18—New York Jets 
Nov. 25—at Cincinnati 

Dec. 2—at Phoenix 

Dec. 9—Buffalo 

Dec. 16—at New York Jets 
Dec. 22—Washington (Sat.) 
Dec. 30—at Miami 


1989 RESULTS 


Sept. 10—San Francisco 24-30 
Sept. 17—at L.A. Rams 17-31 
Sept. 24—Atlanta 13- 9 
Oct. 1—at New York Jets 17-10 
Oct. 8—Buffalo 37-14 
Oct. 15—at Denver 3-14 
Oct. 22—at Cincinnati 23-12 
Oct. 29—New England (OT) 20-23 
Nov, 5—at Miam 13-19 
Nov. 12—at Buffalo 7-30 
Nov. 19—N.Y. Jets 27-10 
Nov, 26—San Diego 10- 6 
Dec. 3—at New England 16-22 
Dec. 10—Cleveland (OT) 23-17 
Dec. 17—Miami 42-13 
Dec. 24—at New Orleans 6-41 


1989 LEADERS 


a | (kicking): Dean Biasucci, 94 pts. 
(31/32 PATs, 21/27 FGs). 

Scoring (touchdowns): Eric Dickerson, 48 pts. 
(7 rushing, 1 receiving). 

Passing: Jack Trudeau, 2,317 yds. (362 att., 190 
comp., 52.5%, 15 TDs, 13 int.). 

tl Eric Dickerson, 1,311 yds. (4.2 avg., 7 


TDs), 
Receptions: Bill Brooks, 63 (919 yds., 14.6 avgq,, 
4 TDs). 


Interceptions: Keith Taylor, 7 (225 yds., 1 TD), 
Tackles: Jeff Herrod, 154 (104 solo, 50 assisted). 
Sacks: Jon Hand, 10 (85 yds.), 

Punting: Rohn Stark, 42.9 avg, (79 punts, 3,392 
yds., 1 blocked). 

Punt returns: Clarence Verdin, 12.9 avg. (23 att., 
296 yds., 1 TD). 

Kickoff returns: Clarence Verdin, 19.5 avg. (19 


att., 371 yds., 0 TDs), 


1989 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1990 roster only. 
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| Beach 
Bentley 
Biasucci 
Brooks 
Chandler 
Dickerson 
_Dixon 
Prior 
Pruitt 
Taylor 
Trudeau 
Verdin 


“punt return. +fumble recovery. 
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active list for the entire 1989 season, and 
Stan Eisenhooth are players the Colts 
hope to develop. Among the rookies, Bill 
Schultz, a fourth-round pick from Southern 
California, has the best chance to contrib- 


ute. 
DEFENSE 


LINEMEN—Age is starting to creep in. 
Three of the top four yveterans—Donnell 
Thompson, Harvey Armstrong and Sam 
Clancy—are 30-something. Being ex- 
tremely shallow here as well, the Colts 
are looking for second-year nose tackle 
Mitchell Benson to pick up the intensity 
and challenge for Armstrong’s starting 
spot. 

The club hopes to build around defen- 
sive end Jon Hand, the No. 4 overall pick 
in the 1986 draft. Hand fulfilled his prom- 
ise last season after three seasons of slow 
progress, but the Colts still need a pass 
rusher to replace Ezra Johnson. He relo- 
cated to Houston via Plan B free agency. 

LINEBAGKERS—The Colts have three 
former Pro Bowlers in Bickett and Chip 
Banks outside and Fredd Young inside. 
Young, however, still must prove he is 
worth the two No. | draft spots the Colts 
traded to Seattle in 1988. He has big-play 
ability in open areas but has lacked the 
strength to plug inside holes. 

That isn’t the case with Jeff Herrod, a 
former ninth-round pick whose work ethic 
has made him a fixture at the other inside 
position. 

With Kurt Larson, O'Brien Alston, Quin- 
tus McDonald and perhaps rookies James 
Singletary and Tony Walker, the Colts 
have more strength at linebacker than at 
any other position. 

DEFENSIVE BACKS—Maybe, just maybe, 
the Colts filled their revolving-door left 
cornerback slot when they drafted Stan- 
ford's Alan Grant in the fourth round. 
Grant has both speed and savvy, and will 
give veterans Chris Goode and John Bay- 
lor a strong test. 

The other positions are set with right 
cornerback Eugene Daniel, strong safety 
Michael Ball and free safety Mike Prior. 
Nonetheless, the Colts still lack a strong 
cover man, since Ball can look like an All- 
Pro on one play and a rookie on the next. 
Additionally, nickel back Keith Taylor 
must prove that 1989, when he intercepted 
seven passes for a club-record 225 return 
yards, was no fluke. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Place-kicker Dean Biasucci has con- 
verted 51 of his last 55 field-goal tries in- 
side 45 yards. Biasucci and punter Rohn 
Stark, whose 42.9-yard average in 1989 
was the second worst of his career but 
still second best in the AFC, give the Colts 
one of the best kicking tandems in the 
league. 

Verdin emerged as the conference’s 
top punt returner in 1989, leading the AFC 
with a 12.9-yard return average. The 
Colts still are hunting 
for a consistent threat 
on kickoffs, however, 
and will offer job oppor- 
tunities to rookies Sim- 
mons and Grant. 


Dolphins trying to regroup after late 1989 flop 


By GREG COTE 
Miami Herald 


™ © ™ hen cornerback Tim McKyer 

_. arrived at Miami’s preseason 

camp after an off-season trade 

with San Francisco, he was, shall we say, 
immediately noticed. 

Miami’s coaches noticed the feet that 
get him to the ball like twin magnets to 
oblong steel. Fans noticed the hands that 
confidently seized practice interceptions. 
Reporters noticed the constantly wagging 
tongue that helped grease his exit from 
San Francisco. 

And the Dolphin players? They noticed 
McKyer's fingers. There were Super Bowl 
rings there. Two of them. 

“Maybe what he’s got will rub off on 
us,” receiver Mark Clayton said. “Because 
what he’s got, we need around here, bad." 

Bad-to-mediocre is the road that the 
once-proud Dolphins have traveled in re- 
cent years. Just when the picture ap- 
peared to brighten last season, they stum- 
bled home with an 8-8 record that typified 
a four-year playoff drought. 

Yes, last year’s .500 mark represented a 
two-game improvement over 1988. But 
that achievement was covered by the 
scar of a late-season dive (four losses in 
their last five games) that torpedoed a 
once-encouraging playoff drive. 

“Bottom line, we didn’t accomplish 
what we wanted to accomplish, and that 
was to turn this thing around,” Coach Don 
Shula said. 

A 30-33 record over the last four years 
has sent Shula’s career regular-season 


Strengths; Any of- 
fense with Dan Marino 
throwing to Mark Clayton 
is going to be a threat on 
every series. The Dolphin kick- LT 
ing game is strong and the defense 
has a nucleus of top talent in line- LG 
backer John Offerdahl, cornerback Tim c 
McKyer and fast-improving safeties RG 
Louis Oliver and Jarvis Williams. RT 
Weaknesses: A running game that TE 
didn't take off as expected last season 
behind rookie Sammie Smith, anda WR 
defensive front three that was consis- QB 
tently dominated by opposing run RB 
blockers. 
Keys to success; Tackle Richmond 
Webb and guard Keith Sims, the top 
1990 draftees, must develop quickly LE 


and help give Smith enough running 
room to take pressure off Marino. De- 
fensively, third-round draft pick Alfred RE 


Oglesby at nose tackle and come- 
back-minded John Bosa at end must 
provide impact against the run. 

Sure sign of trouble: A 1-3 start like 
last year could make for a long season, 
That's a fact: Results against AFC East 
opponents have been the key to RCB 
Miami's slide. The Dolphins are 30-33 ss 
over the last four seasons, with a divi- FS 
sion record of 11-21. 

The head coach says: “'! feel like we've 
had back-to-back good drafts. Now 
it’s time to get it done on the field. Our K 
goal is to get back into the playoffs, 
and | feel good about our chances.” KR 


PR 


FB Logan 
DEFENSE 


LOLB Junior Graf 


LILB _Offerdah! Odom Harvey 
RILB Krauss 


ROLB Green 
LCB  McKyer 


Linebacker John Offerdahl is the 
rock-solid centerpiece of the de- 
fense. 


winning percentage plummeting from 
.735 to .693. South Florida fans calling for 
his scalp still are rare, but there is a feel- 
ing that one more mediocre season could 
produce heat for this legendary coach. 

So, will the Fish keep flopping? Or will 
last year’s modest improvement acceler- 
ate as the new decade begins? 

Doubts remain, and the two biggest 
questions concern the run—both ways. 

Miami's run offense (27th last year in 
the 28-team National Football League) 


PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
WR Duper 


Banks 
Dellenbach Webb 
Foster Sims 
Uhlenhake Weidner 
Galbreath Searels 
Dennis T. Brown 
Edmunds Kinchen 
Clayton A. Brown 
Marino Secules 
S. Smith Stradford 
Paige Holt 


Schwedes 
Popp 
Pettyjohn 


Zdelar 


Jensen 
Mitchell 


Turner Wilson 


NT Sochia Oglesby 


Cross Bosa 
Griggs 


Reichenbach 
Kumerow 
Glenn 
Thomas 
Hobley 
Grant 


Lankford 
Williams 
Oliver 


J.B. Brown 


SPECIALISTS 


Stoyanovich 


P Roby 


A. Brown 
Williams 


Logan 
Schwedes 


Banks 


must take pressure off quarterback Dan 
Marino. That means tackle Richmond 
Webb and guard Keith Sims, the club’s top 
1990 draft picks, must develop quicker 
than rookie blockers normally do. 

And Miami's run defense (ranked 25th), 
without help from the draft, must find a 
way to stop ball-control offenses. 

Without better results for and against 
the run, a Dolphins playoff run may look 
more like a marathon than a sprint. 


COACHING 


New club President Tim Robbie, who 
took over in January when his father, Joe, 
died, demonstrated his faith in Shula by 
signing him to a new contract that reaf- 
firmed the coach’s complete control over 
decisions related to on-field personnel. 

Shula is 40 victories shy of George 
Halas’ all-time NFL record of 325, and he 
wants it badly. The question is not wheth- 
er he will get it, but how long it will take. 

The 60-year-old Shula kept his coaching 
staff intact, apparently satisfied with as- 
sistants who make up one of the NFL’s 
oldest groups. Four besides Shula are over 
55: offensive line chief John Sandusky 
(64), running backs coach Carl Taseff 
(61), linebackers coach George Hill (57) 
and defensive line boss Dan Sekanovich 
(57). 

The effort and preparation Shula in- 
spires from his staff are equal to the repu- 
tation the head coach still enjoys. Now, 
results must equal the effort to keep away 


any tarnish. 
OFFENSE 


QUARTERBAGKS—Dan Marino. The 
name still means anxiety to defensive 
backs. But it also means unhappiness to 
Dolphin fans. And even interceptions. 

Marino unsuccessfully sought a trade 
for the second straight off-season, admit- 
ting frustration over the continuing play- 
off dearth. If the 1990 season produces the 
same kind of results as the last four, 
everybody will see how efficient a bitter 
and unhappy quarterback can be. 

No player is more desperate to get 
back into a Super Bowl than Marino. He’s 
still the undisputed king of the Dolphin of- 
fense but, along with many of his team- 
mates, Marino must rebound from two 
straight subpar seasons. Last year he 
pitched 22 interceptions, including two 
late-gamers that led directly to losses. 

Scott Secules is the promising though 
untested backup, with fourth-round draft- 
ee Scott Mitchell (Utah) challenging. Cliff 
Stoudt is still around as insurance. 

RUNNING BACKS—The Dolphins are 
convinced that Sammie Smith, with better 
blocking, will blossom into a big-time run- 
ner. Smith rushed for 659 yards in his 1989 
rookie campaign but averaged only 3.3 
yards per carry. 

Shula will be waiting anxiously to see if 
Troy Stradford can recover fully from a 
serious 1989 knee injury. Stradford is not 


Continued 
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QUARTERBACKS 
Marino, Dan 
Mitchell, Scott 
Secules, Scott 
Stoudt, Cliff 


RUNNING BACKS 
Higgs, Mark 

Holt, Leroy (FB) 
Logan, Marc 

Paige, Tony (FB) 
Smith, Sammie 
Stradford, Troy 


RECEIVERS 
Banks, Fred 

Baty, Greg (TE) 
Brown, Andre 
Clayton, Mark 
Duper, Mark 
Edmunds, Ferrell (TE) 
Jensen, Jim 
Kinchen, Brian (TE) 
Ross, Phil (TE) 
Schwedes, Scott 
Woods, Thomas 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Dellenbach, Jeff (T/C) 
Dennis, Mark (T) 
Foster, Roy (G) 
Galbreath, Harry (G) 
Sims, Keith (G) 
Uhlenhake, Jeff (C) 
Webb, Richmond (T) 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Bosa, John (DE) 

Cross, Jeff (DE) 
Faulkner, Jeff (E) 
Oglesby, Alfred (NT) 
Sochia, Brian (NT) 
Turner, T.J. (DE) 
Wilson, Karl (DE) 


LINEBACKERS 
Graf, Rick 
Green, Hugh 
Griggs, David 
Harvey, Stacy 
Junior, E.J. 
Krauss, Barry 
Kumerow, Eric 
Odom, Cliff 
Offerdahl, John 
Reichenbach, Mike 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Brown, J.B. (CB) 
Elder, Donnie (CB) 
Glenn, Kerry (CB) 
Grant, African (S) 
Harden, Bobby (S) 
Hobley, Liffort (S) 
Lankford, Paul (CB) 
McGruder, Michael (CB) 
McK yer, Tim (GB) 
Moore, Stevon (CB) 
Oliver, Louis (S) 
Thomas, Rodney (CB) 
Vanhorse, Sean (CB) 
Williams, Jarvis (S) 
SPECIALISTS 

Roby, Reggie (P) 
Stoyanovich, Pete (K) 


1990 MIAMI DOLPHINS ROSTER 


5-10/185 


OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP 
Warren Bone, TE; Tony Brown, T; Randy Cockrell, LB; Darryl Davis, LB; Sam Flores, K; Chris Haering, LB; 
Tim Healy, FB; Fred Highsmith, RB; Andre Johnson, WR; Clarence Jones, RB; John Jurkovic, NT; Garrett 
Limbrick, FB; Brian Lowe, K; Tony Martin, WR; Vince Mazza, P; Dave Pacitti, T; Barry Pettyjohn, T; Dave 
Popp, T; Sean Redman, RB; Curt Reed, WR; Mike Rosson, DE; Jeff Roth, NT; Craig Schneider, T; Stacy 
Searels, G/C; Dee Smith, RB; Pee Wee Smith, WR; Paul Soltis, LB; George Swarn, RB; Bert Weidner, C; Jim 


Zdelar, T. 


*Not with Miami in 1989, 
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NFL How ‘89 Games 
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Utah 

Virginia 
Youngstown State 


=] 
nm 


FA/89 3/0 


Kentucky UFA/90 
Southern California 

Kentucky 

Virginia Tech 

Florida State 

Boston College 


*15/1 


NN DSW 


Liberty (Va.) 
Stanford 

Miami ( Fla.) 
Louisville 
Northwestern (La.) St. 
Maryland 

Boston University 
Louisiana State 
Oregon State 
Syracuse 
Tennessee 
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Wisconsin 

Illinois 
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Iowa State 

Ohio State 

Texas A&M 


Boston College 
Missouri 

Southern 

Houston 

N.W. Oklahoma State 
Houston 

Louisiana State 
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Wisconsin 

Pittsburgh 

Virginia 

Arizona State 
Alabama 

Alabama 

Ohio State 

Texas Arlington 
Western Michigan 
East Stroudsburg St. 
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Maryland D12/89 
Memphis State 
Minnesota 
Thlinois 

Miami (Fla.) 
Louisiana State 
Penn State 
Kent State 
Texas Arlington 
Mississippi 
Florida 
Brigham Young 
Howard 

Florida 


D6/83 
08/89 


Towa 
Indiana 
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tIncludes totals with both Miami and another NFL team in 1989. 
Key to abbreviations on page 160. 
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DID YOU KNOW... 


-..that the Dolphins have played 16 consecutive regular-season home games without a lifted blackout? A 
game at Joe Robbie Stadium has not been shown on local television since December 28, 1987, the final game 
of the facility's first season. 
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likely to challenge Smith for the starting 
job, but he provides a pass-catching threat 
that Smith doesn’t. 

An interesting battle is shaping up at 
fullback, with Mare Logan getting the 
early nod over free-agent signee Tony 
Paige and fifth-round draft pick Leroy 
Holt (Southern Cal). The fullback plays 
mostly a blocking role in Miami's scheme, 
but Smith and the gimpy-kneed Marino 
need all the blocking they can get. 

RECEIVERS—Clayton, and then what? 

Clayton caught 64 passes for 1,011 yards 
and nine touchdowns last season, but his 
opposite wideout has become a major 
question mark. That's Mark Duper, the 
one-time Super Duper who now is 31 and 
has only a pair of touchdown catches to 
his credit over the last two seasons. 

Injury-prone Fred Banks and free-agent 
find Andre Brown stand ready to supplant 
Duper if the numbers do not improve. Jim 
Jensen (61 catches off the bench last sea- 
son) is a big weapon on passing downs. 

The tight end position is in the hands of 
Pro Bowler Ferrell Edmunds, who wasn't 
always all-star caliber in the eyes of Dol- 
phin fans and Marino. Edmunds caught 32 
passes, three for touchdowns, but often 
drew icy stares from Marino after un- 
forced drops. 

LINEMEN—The Dolphin front wall, 
aided by Marino’s super-quick release, 
yielded only 10 sacks last season. But the 
other side of that coin is that those same 
blockers were largely responsible for 
Miami ranking as the worst rushing team 
in the league (83.1 yards per game). 

So Shula went shopping and plucked 
Webb out of Texas A&M and Sims out of 
Iowa State. Webb will be working behind 
capable left tackle Jeff Dellenbach and 
Sims is expected to provide a strong chal- 
lenge to left guard Roy Foster. 

Center Jeff Uhlenhake was a pleasant 
surprise as an '89 rookie and right guard 
Harry Galbreath is a solid performer with 
one big problem—holding penalties. 

Mark Dennis, who missed most of last 
season because of knee surgery, should 
step into the right tackle slot vacated by 
Ronnie Lee. 

Miami's biggest problem will be quality 
depth—especially if Webb and Sims take 
a while to develop. The Dolphins lost Lee 
and three other blockers to free agency. 


DEFENSE 


LINEMEN—This may be Miami's major 
weak spot. Only right end Jeff Cross (10 
sacks) is coming off a successful season. 

Neither nose tackle Brian Sochia nor 
left end T.J. Turner played up to past 
standards. Sochia recorded a modest five 
sacks and often was dominated by oppos- 
ing centers. Turner did not record a sack 
and suffered serious damage to his run- 
stopping reputation. 

Assuming Cross can duplicate his 1989 
success, Miami must get better years 
from Sochia and Turner, immediate nose 
tackle help from third-round draft pick 
Alfred Oglesby (Houston), an immediate 
contribution from free-agent signee Karl 
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COACHES 


Head coach—Don Shula. 

Assistant coaches— 

George Hill (linebackers). 

Tom Olivadotti (defense). 

Mel Phillips (defensive backfield). 

ate ai (assistant head coach/offensive 
ne), 

Larry Seiple (receivers). 

Dan Sekanovich (defensive line). 

Gary Stevens (quarterbacks/pass offense). 

Carl Taseff (offensive backfield). 

Junior Wade (strength and conditioning). 

Mike Westhoff (special teams). 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


1989 regular-season record: 8-8 (3rd in AFC 
East); 4-4 in division; 6-8 in conference; 4-4 at 
home; 4-4 on road. 

1989 playoff record: None. 

1989 team rankings: total offense, 3rd in AFC/ 
7th in NFL; total defense, 13th/24th; rushing of- 
fense, 14th/27th; rushing defense, 13th/25th; 
passing offense, 1lst/3rd; passing defense, 12th/ 
18th; scoring offense, 6th/15th; scoring defense, 
11th/22nd; takeaways, 13th/26th; giveaways, 
T11th/T21st; turnover differential, 14th/27th; 
sacks, 5th/T12th; sacks allowed, 1st/1st. 
Shula’s regular-season record: 198-96-2 in 
20 seasons with Dolphins; 269-119-6 overall in 27 
NFL seasons with Dolphins and Colts. 

Shula’s postseason record: 14-10 in 12 play- 
offs with Dolphins (2-3 in Super Bowls); 16-13 
overall in 15 playoffs with Dolphins and Colts (2-4 
in Super Bowls). 

Team record last five years: 42-37 (.532, ranks 
12th in league in that span). 


MISCELLANEOUS DATA 


Stadium (capacity): Joe Robbie Stadium 
(75,000). 

Ticket information: Miami Dolphins Ticket Office, 
ee NW 199th St., Miami, FL 33056; 305-620- 
Radio information: Flagship station—WIOD, 610 


Trainin camp: St. Thomas University, Miami; 
305-625-6491, Opens for rookies July 16; opens 
for veterans July 23, 


1990 SCHEDULE 


9—at New England 
. 16—Buffalo 
. 23—at New York Giants 
. 30—at Pittsburgh 
7—New York Jets 
14—Open date 
18—New England ( Thur.) 
28—at Indianapolis 
4—Phoenix 
11—at New York Jets 
19—Los Angeles Raiders (Mon.) 
25—at Cleveland 
2—at Washington 
9—Philadelphia 
16—Seattle 
23—at Buffalo 
30—Indianapolis 


1989 RESULTS 


. 10—Buffalo 
. 17—at New England 
. 24—-NY. Jets 
1—at Houston 
8—Cleveland (OT) 
15—at Cincinnati 
22—Green Bay 
29—at Buffalo 
5—Indianapolis 
12—at N.Y. Jets 
19—at Dallas 
26—Pittsburgh 
3—at Kansas City 
10—New England 
17—at Indianapolis 
24—Kansas City 


1989 LEADERS 


Scoring (kicking): Pete Stoyanovich, 95 pts. 

(38/39 PATs, 19/26 FGs). 

Scoring (touchdowns): Mark Clayton, 54 pts. 

(9 receiving), 

Passing: Dan Marino, 3,997 yds. (550 att., 308 

comp., 56%, 24 TDs, 22 int.). 

Susi Sammie Smith, 659 yds. (3.3 avg., 6 
s). 

Receptions: Mark Clayton, 64 (1,011 yds., 15.8 

avg., 9 TDs). 

Interceptions: Louis Oliver, 4 (32 yds., 0 TDs), 

paces: Barry Krauss, 119 (100 solo, 19 assist- 


ed). 
Sacks: Jeff Cross, 10 (94 yds.). 

Punting; Reggie Roby, 42.4 avg. (58 punts, 2,458 
yds., 1 blocked). 

Punt returns: Scott Schwedes, 11.7 avg. (18 
att., 210 yds,, 1 TD). 

Kickoff returns: Marc Logan, 25.5 avg. (24 att., 
613 yds., 1 TD). 


1989 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1990 roster only. 
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Wilson and, most of all, a first big season 
from 1987 No. 1 draft pick John Bosa, an 
underachieving end who has battled in- 
jury problems. 


LINEBAGKERS—Call them Baby Face 
and the Graybeards. 

Inside ace John Offerdahl, 25 years old, 
still could pass for a high schooler—ex- 
cept when he’s dominating his offensive 
counterparts on the football field. Miami's 
other three starters, insider Barry Krauss 
and outsiders Hugh Green and E.J. Junior, 
all are thirtysomething and have com- 
bined professional tenures that total more 
years than Offerdahl has been alive. 

Offerdahl clearly is the rock-solid cen- 
terpiece of the defense, But the other 
three probably will have to scramble to 
fight off challengers for their jobs. 

Krauss led Miami in tackles last year 
but will get a push from a couple of free- 
agent signees that Shula really likes—Cliff 
Odom (himself a graybeard) and Mike 
Reichenbach. Green and Junior will feel 
pressure from two young Dolphins still 
trying to prove themselves—1988 top 
draft pick Eric Kumerow and 1987 sec- 
ond-rounder Rick Graf. 

Experience alone makes this a solid 
group for the short term, but Kumerow 
and Graf must emerge if Offerdahl is to 
get any help for the long haul. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS—The addition of 
McKyer could prove to be Miami's most 
important trade in years. That’s because 
the corner play of William Judson and 
Paul Lankford last year fluctuated from 
iffy to abysmal. The league's top receivers 
ran rampant against the Dolphins. 

Judson was left unprotected and signed 
with Detroit. The 32-year-old Lankford 
will battle up-and-comer Rodney Thomas 
for the corner position opposite McKyer. 
J.B, Brown and free agents Kerry Glenn 
and Donnie Elder are in the mix for back- 
up and nickel-back roles. 

Miami's safety tandem of Louis Oliver 
and Jarvis Williams is solid and improv- 
ing. The self-titled “B-2 Bombers” cover a 
lot of ground and hit with force—attrib- 
utes that should help them provide valu- 
able assistance in run support. They will 
be backed up by Liffort Hobley and Afri- 
can Grant. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


No complaints here. Miami wouldn't 
trade its kicker/punter tandem with any- 
body. 

Rookie Pete Stoyanovich hit 19 of 26 
field goals, including a 59-yarder that tied 
for the third-longest in league history. 
Punter Reggie Roby averaged 42.4 yards 
with cloud-piercing hang time—and he 
considered 1989 an off-year. 

Logan and Scott Schwedes ranked 
among league leaders in returns. Logan 
averaged 25.5 yards returning kickoffs 
and ran one back 97 yards for a touch- 
down. Schwedes scored a touchdown on a 
70-yard punt return. 

Miami also produced 
a safety and a third 
touchdown off a blocked 
punt and did not allow a 
kick return for a TD. 


Pats vow to get down and dirty in NFL trenches 


By KEVIN MANNIX 
Boston Herald 


he New England Patriots have a 
new coaching staff and a new per- 


sonnel director for 1990, They also 
have many of the same old problems— 
some of which contributed to the changes 
in the club's hierarchy. 

The team has no top-of-the-line quarter- 
back and lacks speed in the backfield. 
There is little experience at one corner- 
back spot, no youth at safety and a lack of 
durability on both lines. There is, howev- 
er, experience at the key position of line- 
backer and size at running back and in 
the offensive line. 

There also is promising news on the 
medical front—at least such was the case 
al the start of summer training camp. 

In the final preseason game of 1989, the 
Patriots lost three critical defensive play- 
ers for the entire season—standout line- 
backer Andre Tippett (torn pectoral mus- 
cle), veteran starting cornerback Ronnie 
Lippett (ruptured Achilles tendon) and 
Garin Veris, the team’s best defensive 
lineman (torn knee ligaments). Their re- 
coveries are all considered ahead of 
schedule, which will ease the burden on 
new Coach Rod Rust as he attempts to 
re-establish the dominance of the New 
England defense. 

Rust conveys his football philosophy in 
simplistic-but-emphatic terms. 

“Winning football involves the ability 
to run the football when you have the ball 
and to stop the run when the other team 
has the ball,” Rust said. “After that you 


Strengths: The re- 

turn of former Patriots 
defensive coordinator Rod 
Rust as head coach means 
New England will field a solid, 


, on ‘ 
Offensive tackle Bruce Armstrong 


has the potential to be as good as 
any lineman in the league. 


try to pass the ball effectively and stop 
the pass. But you've got to control the line 
of scrimmage. That’s going to be our 


goal.” 
COACHING 


The switch from Raymond Berry to 
Rust is a plus. Berry's time with the Patri- 
ots clearly had passed. He was the right 
man when he took over the National 
Football League team in 1984 because his 


PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 


WR Fryar Martin Timpson 
LT Armstrong Melander Johnson 


laid-back style was the perfect fit after 
the player-generated turmoil of the Ron 
Meyer era. But his arch-conservative 
style and philosophy had worn thin with 
the players. 

Last year, Berry went from guru to goat 
in the eyes of a number of players. They 
had questioned many of Berry’s methods 
almost from the beginning, but the prob- 
lems were downplayed as the Patriots 
made it to the Super Bow! in his first full 
season as coach (1985) and won another 
playoff spot the following year. Winning 
had provided a cushion for the disharmo- 
ny, but that cushion turned into a bed of 
nails last season as New England tumbled 
to a 5-11 record and a fourth-place finish 
in the Eastern Division of the American 
Football Conference. The fire was gone— 
and so was Berry. 


Enter Rust, a former Patriots defensive — 


coordinator under Berry who had moved 
on to Kansas City and then Pittsburgh be- 


fore being called back. Berry believed in — 


a “here-we-come, ready-or-not” theory of 
offense, relying on pure execution. Rust is 
more a devotee of camouflage, preferring 
to use deception to get the edge on the 
opposition. 


And it's this keep-’em-guessing ap- © 


proach that New England's offense will 
employ under the direction of Rust’s of- 
fensive coordinator, Jimmy Raye. 


OFFENSE 
QUARTERBACKS—This is the area of 


most concern. Holdovers from the 1989 _ 


season are 37-year-old Steve Grogan and 
Marc Wilson, 33. And while Tommy Hod- 
son, a third-round draft pick out of Louisi- 
ana State, is clearly the quarterback of 
the future, the Patriots figure to go with 
the old-timer tandem again in 1990. When 
the Pats chose Hodson, the third quarter- 


back taken in the draft behind Jeff © 


George and Andre Ware, personnel direc- 


disciplined defensive unit, one that 
could carry the team. There alsois LG Farrell 
depth at wide receiver and size at run- c Villa 
ning back. Additionally, the Pats re- RG Wooten Johnson Rose 
celved exceedingly high marks for their RT Viene Melander Villa 


draft haul, with their first six selections a 
all being projected as significant con- WR _ODykes Jones McMurtry 
Mowatt Sievers Cook 


Fairchild 
Fairchild White 


tor Joe Mendes made it clear that no 
pressure will be placed on Hodson to win 
the starting job. 

“We're considering this to be Tommy’s 
‘redshirt season,’’’ Mendes said. ‘“Any- 


tributors. TE 
QB Grogan Wilson Hodson 
RB Stephens Allen Morris 


Weaknesses: There is no proven trig- 
ger man to run the offense. Steve Gro- 
gan and Marc Wilson will have to 
change their games to adapt to the 
San Francisco-style offense that is 
being installed. There's no speed in the 
backfield, and only Irving Fryar is a 
deep threat among New England's 
wide receivers, 

Key to success: The offensive line has 
to establish itself early in the season 
and allow the Patriots to get the run- 
ning game going. If New England has 
to rely on its passing game, the club 
will be in trouble. 

Sure sign of trouble: If the defense has 
trouble stopping the run. This team, for 
all its injuries, has built a reputation for 
containing the running game. 

That's a fact: Beginning with the 1981 
season, the Patriots have never been 
better than 2-2 after four requiar-sea- 
son games. 

The head coach says: ‘This is not a 
rebuilding year for the Patriots. There 
is talent here,” 


FB 


Perryman Adams Gray 
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thing he does to help this team in 1990 will 
be a bonus.” 

The new offensive scheme will mark a 
significant departure from the veteran 
quarterbacks’ previous modus operandi. 
Both Grogan and Wilson are from the “go 
deep, then go deeper” school of vertical 
offense. The Pats’ new system is a more 
controlled philosophy, with the emphasis 
on getting rid of the ball quickly and let- 
ting the receivers make the big play after 
they catch the ball. 

RUNNING BACKS—Speed is the missing 
ingredient here. John Stephens and Rob- 
ert Perryman are the incumbent starters. 
They combined for 394 of the team’s 485 
carries in 1989, However, both are essen- 
tially fullback types who are effective be- 
tween the tackles but lack the speed to 
get outside. Last year, Stephens averaged 


Continued 
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COACHES 


Head coach—Rod Rust. 

Assistant coaches— 

Don Blackmon (outside linebackers). 

Steve Crosby (special teams/tight ends). 

Bobby Grier (offensive backs). 

Rod Humenuik (offensive line). 

Dale Lindsey (defensive line). 

Steve Nelson (inside linebackers). 

John Polonchek (special assistant). 

Jimmy Raye (offensive coordinator / quarterbacks). 

Jerry Simmons (strength and conditioning). 

Charlie Sumner (defensive coordinator /defensive 
backs). 

Richard Wood (receivers). 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


1989 regular-season record: 5-11 (4th in AFC 
East); 4-4 in division; 5-7 in conference; 3-5 at 
home; 2-6 on road. 

1989 playoff record: None. 

1989 team rankings: total offense, 4th in AFC/ 
8th in NFL; total defense, 12th/23rd; rushing of- 
fense, L0th/19th; rushing defense, 8th/17th; 
passing offense, 2nd/6th; passing defense, 13th/ 
23rd; scoring offense, 10th/21st; scoring defense, 
12th/23rd; takeaways, 11th/23rd; giveaways, 
10th/20th; turnover differential, 11th/22nd; 
sacks, T12th/T23rd; sacks allowed, T4th/T8th. 
Rust’s regular-season record: First year as 
NFL head coach. 

Team record last five years: 44-35 (,557, ranks 
8th in league in that span). 


MISCELLANEOUS DATA 


Stadium (capacity): Sullivan Stadium (60,794), 
Ticket information: New England Patriots Ticket 
Office, Foxboro Stadium, Route 1, Foxboro, MA 
02035; 508-543-1776. 

Radio information: Flagship station—WHDH, 
850 AM. 

araiping camp: Bryant College, Smithfield, R.I.; 
hits -8200. Opens for rookies and veterans 
uly 17. 


9—Miami 
. 16—at Indianapolis 
. 23—at Cincinnati 
. 30—New York Jets 
7—Seattle 
14—Open date 
18—at Miami ( Thurs.) 
28—Buffalo 
4—at Philadelphia 
11—Indianapolis 
18—at Buffalo 
25—at Phoenix 
2—Kansas City 
9—at Pittsburgh 
15—Washington (Sat.) 
23—at New York Jets 
30—New York Giants 


1989 RESULTS 


. 10—at N.Y. Jets 
. 17—Miami 
. 24—Seattle 
1—at Buffalo 
8—Houston 
15—at Atlanta 
22—at San Francisco 
29—at Indianapolis (OT) 
5—-N.Y. Jets 
12—New Orleans 
19—Buffalo 
26—at L.A. Raiders 
3—Indianapolis 
10—at Miami 
17—at Pittsburgh 
24—L.A Rams 


1989 LEADERS 


Scoring (kicking): Greg Davis, 61 pts. (13/16 

PATs, 16/23 FGs). 

Scoring (touchdowns): John Stephens, 42 pts. 

(7 rushing). 

Passing: Steve Grogan, 1,697 yds. (261 att., 133 

comp., 51%, 9 TDs, 14 int.). 

pusnina John Stephens, 833 yds. (3.4 avg., 7 
$ 


Receptions: Eric Sievers, 54 (615 yds., 11.4 avg,, 
0 TDs). 


Interceptions: Maurice Hurst, 5 (31 yds., 1 TD). 

Tackles: Ed Reynolds, 141 (82 solo, 59 assisted), 
Sacks: Brent Williams, 8 (52 yds.). 

Punting: Jeff Feagles, 38.0 avg. (63 punts, 2,392 
yds., 1 blocked), 

Punt returns: Sammy Martin, 8.6 avg. (19 att., 
164 yds., 0 TDs). 

Kickoff returns: Sammy Martin, 24.3 avg. (24 
alt., 584 yds., 0 TDs). 


1989 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1990 roster only, 


Perryman 


Sievers 
Staurovsky _ 
Stephens 


Wilson 
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only 3.4 yards per rush; the previous sea- 
son, when he went to the Pro Bowl, he 
managed only a 3.9 mark. Perryman’s fig- 
ures are comparable. 

Third-year player Marvin Allen has the 
ability to be the speed man as well as the 
receiving back, but he has to stay on the 
field and avoid the series of muscle pulls 
that have nagged at him. Free agent 
Jamie Morris, a Plan B acquisition from 
Washington, might help and fifth-round 
draftee James Gray had an impressive 
mini-camp. George Adams, formerly of 
the New York Giants and another Plan B 
addition, could be a factor, too. 


RECEIVERS—With Stanley Morgan 
gone, only Irving Fryar has the speed to 
beal opponents deep. But that’s not a 
problem, given the new dump-il-off-and- 
run philosophy. Fryar is the focal point 
here. Ask the coaches who they'd like to 
see with the ball and the unanimous re- 
sponse would be Fryar. His off-field ad- 
ventures have been non-existent for the 
last three years. Now he has to find a way 
to make headlines for his on-field exploits. 

Only once in his six years with the team 
has Fryar caught more than 40 passes. He 
nevertheless is the team's deep threat, 
and he also ranks among the NFL's best 
blocking receivers. 

Hart Lee Dykes was the first receiver 
taken in the entire 1989 draft and was a 
bust for New England in the early going 
last season. But with injuries to Fryar and 
Morgan, Dykes saw extended duty in the 
second half of the year and finished with 
49 catches, five for touchdowns. He has to 
run better routes and demonstrate more 
consistency. Cedric Jones had the most 
productive season of his eight-year pro ca- 
reer, making 48 catches and hauling in a 
team-high six TD receptions. Rookie Greg 
McMurtry should fit right in. 

New England is well fortified at tight 
end. Plan B addition Zeke Mowatt, who 
signed a fat contract after leaving the 
New York Giants, figures to get first 
crack at the starting job. However, Eric 
Sievers surely will make a battle of it. 
Sievers, bothered by injuries and limited 
to three receptions from 1986 through 
1988, joined the Patriots in 1989 and dis- 
played the skills he had shown while with 
San Diego. He made 54 catches last year. 


LINEMEN—This is the critical area, ac- 
cording to the coaches, “You've got to get 
control of the line to get your offense es- 
tablished," Rust said. “We want to be 
physical up there." 

The ingredients seem to be on hand. 

Bruce Armstrong, who has the potential 
to be as good as any lineman in the 
league, is being shifted from right tackle 
to the left side. Danny Villa, the starting 
left tackle for 214 years, moves to center 
and David Viaene has the inside track at 
right tackle. Veterans Sean Farrell, the 
team’s best lineman over the last two 
years, and Ron Wooten (returning from 
neck surgery) are undersized-but-produc- 
tive guards. Paul Fairchild and Plan B ac- 
quisition Damian Johnson (Giants) are 
the top reserves. 

The line did a solid job on pass protec- 
tion last season but needs to upgrade its 


run blocking. 


DEFENSE 


LINEMEN—A deep and talented group 
became clouded in questions when Ken- 
neth Sims reported to mini-camp 25 
pounds overweight and then was arrested 
on drug charges in June. But Veris’ return 
to health will be a big plus, as will the 
addition of rookie Ray Agnew. Tim Goad 
and Brent Williams are solid workmen, 
with Williams emerging as the team’s 
leading sacker. Plus, Gary Jeter showed 
in 1989 that he can still rush the passer. 


LINEBACKERS—This talented unit fig- 
ures to benefit greatly from the infusion of 
old and new talent. The return of perenni- 
al Pro Bowler Tippett likely will have con- 
siderable impact, and the arrival of 
heralded draftee Chris Singleton has 
heightened expectations. 

Vincent Brown seems ready to blossom 
as one of the best at his position, and 
Johnny Rembert is still making his pres- 
ence felt. And there’s more: Veteran Ed 
Reynolds, slowly but surely gaining some 
recognition, was New England's defensive 
MVP last season, 


DEFENSIVE BACKS—The situation is 
cloudy here. Longtime cornerback Ray- 
mond Clayborn has moved on to Cleve- 
land under Plan B, corner Lippett is re- 
turning from major surgery and safeties 
Fred Marion and Roland James are com- 
ing off their least productive seasons. 
James will be starting his 11th season and 
Marion his ninth, so there are questions 
about whether either or both can re- 
bound. If they can't, the pressure will be 
on Plan B import Tony Zackery and rook- 
ie Junior Robinson to step in. 

Rod McSwain was injured early in 1989, 
but he played so well down the stretch 
that the Patriots opted to protect him 
rather than Clayborn (in the Plan B ma- 
neuvering). Rookie Maurice Hurst had a 
great start in '89 but wore down by sea- 
son's end. He showed promise. Eric Cole- 
man, a second-round draft pick a year 
ago, didn't distinguish himself last season 
but still looms prominently in the Pats’ 


plans. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 


Jason Staurovsky’s second time around 
was extremely successful. After being cut 
at the beginning of training camp, 
Staurovsky was re-signed as the team's 
place-kicker midway through last season 
and made 14 of 17 field-goal attempts. He 
doesn’t have a booming leg—his kickoffs 
rarely get inside the 5-yard line—but his 
consistency was a boon to the offense. 

Punter Jeff Feagles ranked last in the 
league in both gross and net average a 
year ago and was released in the off-sea- 
son, likely leaving the job to free agent 
Brian Hansen, a onetime Pro Bowl partic- 
ipant while with the New Orleans Saints. 

Sammy Martin devel- 
oped into a top-notch re- 
turn man last season, 
running back both kick- 
offs and punts. He also 
showed flashes of skill 
at wide receiver. 


1990 NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS 
Grogan, Steve 
Hodson, Tom 
Wilson, Mare 


RUNNING BACKS 
Adams, George 
Allen, Marvin 

Gray, James 
Landry, Anthony 
Morris, Jamie 
Perryman, Robert 
Stephens, John 
Tatupu, Mosi 


RECEIVERS 

Cook, Marv (TE) 
Dawson, Lin (TE) 
Dykes, Hart Lee 
Fryar, Irving (PR) 
Jones, Cedric 
Martin, Sammy (KR) 
McMurtry, Greg 
Mowatt, Zeke (TE) 
Sievers, Eric (TE) 
Taylor, Kitrick (KR) 
Timpson, Michael 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Armstrong, Bruce (T) 
Bouwens, Shawn (G) 
Douglas, David (G/C) 
Fairchild, Paul (G) 
Farrell, Sean (G) 
Gambol, Chris (T) 
Johnson, Damian (T) 
Melander, Jon (T) 
Rose, Blaine (G) 
Viaene, David (T) 
Villa, Danny (T) 
White, Bob (C) 
Wooten, Ron (G) 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Agnew, Ray (E) 

Gannon, Chris (E) 

Goad, Tim (NT) 

Jeter, Gary (E) 

Sims, Kenneth (E) 
Smith, Sean (E) 

Veris, Garin (E) 
Williams, Brent (E) 


LINEBACKERS 
Brown, Vincent 
Harvey, Richard 
Jarostchuk, Tia 
Jordan, Tim 

Rembert, Johnny 
Reynolds, Ed 

Scholtz, Bruce 
Singleton, Chris 
Tippett, Andre 
Williams, Ed 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Bowman, Jim (S) 
Coleman, Eric (CB) 
Donelson, Ventson (CB) 
Gibson, Ernest (CB) 
Hurst, Maurice (CB) 
James, Roland (S) 
Lippett, Ronnie (CB) 
Marion, Fred (S) 
McSwain, Rod 
Robinson, Junior (CB) 
Tucker, Erroll (KR) 
Zackery, Tony (S) 
SPECIALISTS 
Hansen, Brian (P) 
Staurovsky, Jason (K) 


NFL 

Exp. College 
Kansas State 
Louisiana State 
Brigham Young 


Born 

7-24-53 
1-28-67 
2-15-57 
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North Carolina State 
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Washington State 
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Kansas State 
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North Carolina State 
Southwestern Louisiana 
North Carolina 
Southern California 
Texas 

Georgia Tech 

Stanford 

Toledo 
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10-23-64 


1-9-65 
11-11-66 
8-1-64 
4-26-64 
1-19-61 
9-23-61 
9-26-58 


Mississippi Valley State 
Tulane 

New Hampshire 
Wisconsin 

Clemson 

Virginia 

Texas 

Arizona 

Iowa 

Texas 


Central Michigan 
Wyoming 
Michigan State 
Furman 
Southern 
Tennessee 
Miami (Fla.) 
Miami (Fla.) 
Clemson 

East Carolina 
Utah 
Washington 
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6-2/195 11-20-66 


6-4/220 
5-9/170 


Sioux Falls 


10-26-60 6 
+ Tulsa 


3-23-66 


OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP 
Pat Crowley, G-C; Morgan Gregory, WR; Tim Hauck, S; Brian Hutson, 5; Charles Jackson, DE; Mike Murphy, 
WR; Don Overton, RB; Michael Proctor, QB; Mac Stephens, LB; Richard Tardits, LB; Kirk Warner, TE; Chris 


Williams, NT. 


*Not with New England in 1989. 
+Includes totals with both New England and another NFL team in 1989. 
Key to abbreviations on page 160. 


DID YOU KNOW... 


How ‘89 
acq. 
D5a/75 
03a/90 
FA/89 


UFA/90 


D8b/78 
03a/89 


Games 
GP/GS 
7/6 


14/4 


*14/0 
3/0 


*12/3 
16/14 
14/12 

14/0 


16/0 
16/13 
16/6 
11/5 
15/12 
10/1 
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*16/11 


D4b/89 


D1/87 
09/90 
UFA/89 
D5/84 
Tr. /87 
UFA/90 
UFA/90 
D5b/90 
D12b/90 
FA/89 
D5a/87 
UFA/90 
D6/81 


Dib/90 
UFA/90 
D4a/88 
UFA/89 
Dla/82 
D11/90 
02a/85 
D7b/86 


D2/88 
UFA/90 
UFA/90 
D4c/87 
04/83 
OFA/83 
FA/89 
Dla/90 
D2b/82 
D2/84 


/ 
UFA/90 


FA/90 
FA/88 


.. «that New England's Rod Rust will be making his debut as an NFL head coach at age 62? 
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By PETER FINNEY JR. 
New York Post 


[amor too many years, the New York 
he Jets have cherished the status quo, 

~~ living behind their own Berlin Wall, 
isolated by choice from the rest of the Na- 
tional Football League. Decisions were 
made by committee and long-term plan- 
ning was conservative and ouldated. 

But miracle of miracles, the wall has 
come tumbling down. Chairman of the 
Board Leon Hess finally decided last De- 
cember that a team with one of the high- 
est payrolls in the NFL should be giving 
him his money's worth, not producing 4-12 
records. The Jets, who have not won a 
division title since 1969 and have made 
only three playoff appearances in the last 
two decades, have undergone one of the 
most sweeping overhauls in club history. 

Talk about revolutions. Dick Steinberg, 
New England's respected player person- 
nel chief since 1981, becomes the first true 
football man to run the Jets as general 
manager since Weeb Ewbank retired at 
the end of the 1974 season. 

Upon his arrival, Steinberg fired Coach 
Joe Walton and his entire staff and ac- 
cepted the resignation of player person- 
nel director Mike Hickey. Then, after a 
42-day, 12-man search, he hired Cincinnati 
Bengals offensive coordinator Bruce Cos- 
let as his new head coach. 

The task facing Steinberg and Coslet is 
formidable. The Jets added firepower to 
their sluggish offense by drafting Penn 
State running back Blair Thomas and 
West Virginia wide receiver Reggie Rem- 


Strengths: Blair 
Thomas, Johnny Hec- 

tor, Freeman McNeil and 
Roger Vick form an imposing WR 


i 


Neues 
a eet Pe 

—~ Pah sha. 
No one makes bigger plays than 
safety Erik McMillan. 


See 


bert, but how much can they be expected 
to contribute if Coslet can’t piece together 
an offensive line? And the league’s worst 
pass-rushing defense (just 28 sacks in 
1989) didn’t get any help in the draft. 
There’s one simple fact that impatient 


PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 


Toon Rembert Dawkins 


backfield, if all can be worked 
into the scheme. Ken O'Brien and LT 
Tony Eason are experienced quar- LG 
terbacks. 
Weaknesses: The Jets have little depth 


C___ Sweeney _Matich 
G 


Zawatson 
Rehder 
Rehder 
Rehder 


Criswell 
Zawatson 


Singer_ 
Matich 


Cadigan Matich 


or quality at linebacker, and the big- 
gest hole is at the crucial weakside 
spot. The offensive line, a wall of sand 
last season, will need impact perfor- 
mances from at least two of the Jets’ 
four Plan B acquisitions. 


Miller 
Shuler 
Townsell 
O'Brien 
Thomas 


Singer Zawatson 
Neubert 
Mathis 
Eason 


Hector 


Taylor 
McNeil 


Key to success; Most of the burden is 


Vick Hector 


on assistant Larry Beightol, who was 
brought in to strengthen the offensive 


DEFENSE 


line. He must do a maior selling job on 
tackle Jeff Criswell and guard Dave 
Cadigan, two players whose confi- tT 


LE Washington Frase 


Nichols 
Nichols 


Byrd Stallworth 


dence was blown after awful seasons, RT 
Sure sign of trouble: If the offense RE 


Nichols 
Stallworth 


Mersereau 
Lageman 


Savage 
Nichols 


can't control the ball longer and score 


LOLB Gordon 


Mott Kohibrand 


more points, the defense doesn’t have 
the talent to hold up. 
That's a fact: Not counting kicker Pat 


MLB Clifton 
ROLB Kohibrand 


Kohlbrand 
Proctor 


Benson 
Mott 


Leahy, free safety Erik McMillan was LCB 


Stargell Parker McWright 


the Jets’ fourth-leading scorer last 
year with 18 points. He returned two ss 
fumbles and one interception for TDs. 

The head coach says: “'!’m not a tough FS 
guy—that’s a misnomer—but I'm as 
tough as | need to be. I'm not a gruff, 


RCB Hasty 


Parker 
Washington 
Washington 


McWright 
Booty 
Booty 


Curtis 
McMillan 


CIALISTS 


tough, yell-at-the-players type coach, 


SPE 
K 


Leahy Prokop 


but | can deal with problems. If | can 


Prokop Leahy 


coach the Anthony Munozes and 


Townsell Mathis 


Stargell 


Boomer Esiasons of this league, | can 
get my point across to anybody.” 


Townsell Mathis 
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- 4-12 Jets clean house, prepare for fresh takeoff 


Jets fans must keep in mind: The team did 
not become bad overnight, and there are 
no magic potions or quick cures that can 
turn them into instant Super Bowl con- 
tenders. 

“You can't fix everything with just one 
draft,” Coslet said. There's just no way.” 

But at least the Jets finally appear to be 
headed in the right direction. 


COACHING 


What kind of a head coach will Coslet 
be? The former Bengals tight end is pep- 
pery and straightforward, “a real people 
person,” according to one Jets player. He 
comes highly recommended by Bill 
Walsh, who coached him at Cincinnati 
and gave him his first coaching job at San 
Francisco in 1980. Coslet returned to Cin- 
cinnati as special teams coach in 1981 and 
became offensive coordinator under Sam 
Wyche in 1986. 

The evolution of the Bengals’ no-huddle 
attack offense was a Coslet innovation 
that shows he is not afraid to gamble on 
new ideas. Because Ken O'Brien and Tony 
Eason are not mobile quarterbacks, and 
because the offensive line is being re- 
tooled, Coslet will feature a short-drop, 
controlled passing game. 

Coslet, a hands-on operator, will serve 
as his own offensive coordinator for at 
least two years. He looked for youth and 
enthusiasm when he hired 39-year-old de- 
fensive coordinator Pete Carroll, who had 
served as secondary coach at Minnesota 
for five years. Devoid of quality line- 
backers, the Jets will go to a 4-3 and ask 
their linemen to produce some heat. 

Key addition: offensive line coach 
Larry Beightol, an ornery cuss who should 
get results. Key loss: special teams coach 
Larry Pasquale, one of the best in the 


business, 
OFFENSE 


QUARTERBACKS—Who’'s No, 1, O'Brien 
or Eason? Coslet has declared this a wide- 
open race, and he’s ordered the two bud- 
dies to forget their friendship and fight it 
out on the field. O'Brien, undisputed No. 1 
for the last six seasons, underwent a diag- 
nostic arthroscope on his right shoulder in 
December and now is throwing pain-free. 
But how will the arm hold up under a bar- 
rage of sacks? 

Eason, Steinberg's first-round draft pick 
for New England in 1983, was picked up 
on waivers from the Patriots at midsea- 
son last year and arrived in a funk be- 
cause he didn’t want to compete against 
O'Brien. Eason doesn’t have O’Brien’s 
rifle arm, but he does have the quick re- 
lease that Coslet likes. 

With an eye to the future, the Jets draft- 
ed Troy Taylor out of California in the 
fourth round. Taylor has a decent arm 
and the quickness that Eason and O'Brien 
both lack. 

RUNNING BACKS—This is easily the 
Jets’ strongest position. But can one ball 
keep Thomas, Johnny Hector, Freeman 
McNeil and Roger Vick happy? 


Look for Thomas to get first crack at 
the starting halfback job. He has regained 
his speed and quickness after reconstruc- 
tive surgery on his right knee, and he is 
considered a polished receiver. Hector is 
a versatile inside-outside runner who is 
dynamite in short-yardage and goal-line 
situations because of his strength and 
leaping ability. 

McNeil, who spent much of last season 
in Walton’s doghouse, could get a new 
lease under Coslet. Vick is a 235-pound 
bulldozing fullback with excellent speed. 

RECEIVERS—Talented wideout Al Toon 
held out in a contract dispute last season 
and finally reported out of shape. He 
ended up missing five games with assort- 
ed injuries, Still, he managed to lead the 
Jets with 63 catches for 693 yards, but he 
wasn't close to his previous All-Pro form. 

Toon should make amends this year, 
especially since Coslet plans to work the 
short zones, where he excels. Rembert is 
leaner and faster than Toon, but he is 
coming out of a relatively primitive pass- 
ing offense at West Virginia and may 
have difficulty adjusting. 

The other starting wide man will be 
JoJo Townsell, who caught 45 passes last 
year and averaged 17.5 yards per recep- 
tion. Veteran Chris Burkett could be on 
the bubble with the presence of sixth- 
round draft pick Terance Mathis (New 
Mexico) and ninth-rounder Dale Dawkins 
(Miami, Fla.). 

Mickey Shuler returns to claim his tight 
end job, with Keith Neubert available for 
backup duty. 

LINEMEN—At the end of the 1988 sea- 
son, the Jets’ young line was viewed as a 
strength, In 1989, in the words of reserve 
guard Mike Withycombe, it was “a spiral 
into hell.” 

Only Jim Sweeney is relatively assured 
of a starting job, but not even he knows 
which one. His natural position is center, 
but he might be shifted to guard if Plan B 
pickup Trevor Matich, another former 
Steinberg first-round draftee, can handle 
the middle. 

The Jets, in fact, will rely heavily on 
four Plan B acquisitions: Matich, right 
tackle Brett Miller, left guard Dave 
Zawatson and tackle/guard Tom Rehder. 
Coslet already has altered the blocking 
schemes to accommodate his beefier per- 
sonnel. The Jets will do less trapping and 
pulling and more straight-ahead zone 
blocking, allowing runners to cut back 
and find the hole. 

Beightol’s toughest search may be al 
left tackle, where Jeff Criswell is coming 
off a bad year. He will be challenged by 
holdover Dave Cadigan. Withycombe and 
Mike Haight will fight for backup guard 


jobs. 
DEFENSE 


LINEMEN—When Coslet took the job, 
he promised an attack-style defense, But 
to attack, you need attackers. 

His biggest experiment will involve 
1989 No. 1 draft pick Jeff Lageman, who 
was deemed too slow last season for out- 
side linebacker and will be tried at right 


Continued 


QUARTERBACKS 
Eason, Tony 
O'Brien, Ken 

Taylor, Troy 
RUNNING BACKS 
Adams, Curtis 
Baxter, Brad 
Brown, A.B. 

Byrum, Carl 

Equ, Patrick 
Hector, Johnny 
McNeil, Freeman 
Thomas, Blair 

Vick, Roger 
RECEIVERS 
Antrum, Glenn 
Boyer, Mark (TE) 
Burkett, Chris 
Dawkins, Dale 
Dressel, Chris (TE) 
Kelly, Pat (TE) 
Mathis, Terance (KR) 
Neubert, Keith (TE) 
Parker, Carl 
Rembert, Reggie 
Shuler, Mickey (TE) 
Toon, Al 

Townsell, JoJo (KR) 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Cadigan, Dave (G/T) 
Criswell, Jeff (T) 

Duffy, Roger (C) 

Haight, Mike (G) 

Matich, Trevor 

McElroy, Reggie (T) 
Miller, Brett (T) 

Oliver, Jeff (T/G) 
Rehder, Tom (T/G) 
Singer, Curt (T) 
Sweeney, Jim (C/G) 
White, Dwayne (G) 
Withycombe, Mike (T/G) 
Zawatson, Dave (G/T) 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Byrd, Dennis (E) 

Frase, Paul (E/T) 
Lyons, Marty (E/T) 
McNeil, Emanuel (NT) 
Mersereau, Scott (T/E) 
Nichols, Gerald (T/E) 
Savage, Tony (T) 
Stallworth, Ron (E) 
Washington, Marvin (E/T) 
LINEBACKERS 
Benson, Troy 

Clifton, Kyle 

Davis, Darrell 

Gordon, Alex 

Kohibrand, Joe 
Lageman, Jeff 

Mott, Joe 

Naposki, Eric 

Proctor, Basil 

Quast, Brad 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Booty, John 

Curtis, Travis (S) 
Hasty, James (CB) 
Howard, Carl 

Kelson, Derrick (CB) 
Mayes, Michael (CB) 
McMillan, Erik (S) 
McWright, Robert (CB) 
Miano, Rich (S) 
Parker, Anthony (CB) 
Radachowsky, George (S) 
Stargell, Tony (CB) 
Washington, Brian (S) 
Williams, Terry (CB) 
SPECIALISTS 

Leahy, Pat (K) 

Prokop, Joe (P) 


Ht./Wt. 

6-4/212 
6-4/206 
6-4/205 


Born 
10-8-59 


4-5-68 


8-11-63 
5-5-67 
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10-14-65 


3-19-51 


6-2/224 7-7-60 


OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP 
Donnie Allen, WR; Grantis Bell, WR-KR; Randell Boone, S; Jon Burman, OT; Demetrius Douglas, LB; Victor 
Ebubedike, RB; Kevin Greene, K; Michael Hall, CB; James Moore, WR; Phil Rudison, P; Irvin Smith, DB; Brent 
Snyder, QB; Phil Vinson, WR; Neal Weaver, K; Patrick Williams, S. 
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Illinois 
UC-Davis 
California 


Central Michigan 
Alabama State 

West Virginia 
Mississippi Valley State 
Nevada-Reno 

Texas A&M 

UCLA 

Penn State 

Texas A&M 


Connecticut 
Southern California 
Jackson State 
Miami (Fla.) 
Stanford 
Syracuse 

New Mexico 
Nebraska 
Vanderbilt 
West Virginia 
Penn State 
Wisconsin 
UCLA 


Southern California 
Graceland (Ia.) 
Penn State 

Iowa 

Brigham Young 
West Texas State 
lowa 

Boston College 
Notre Dame 
Tennessee 
Pittsburgh 

Alcorn State 
Fresno State 
California 


Tulsa 

Syracuse 

Alabama 
Tennessee-Martin 
Southern Connecticut 
Florida State 
Washington State 
Auburn 

Idaho 


Pittsburgh 
Texas Christian 
Texas Christian 
Cincinnati 
Miami (Fla.) 
Virginia 

lowa 
Connecticut 
West Virginia 
Towa 


Texas Christian 
West Virginia 
Washington State 
Rutgers 

Purdue 

Louisiana State 
Missouri 

Texas Christian 
Hawaii 

Arizona State 
Boston College 
Tennessee State 
Nebraska 
Bethune-Cookman 


St. Louis 
Cal Poly-Pomona 


+Includes totals with both N.Y. Jets and another NFL team in 1989. 
Key to abbreviations on page 160. 
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DID YOU KNOW... 


_.. that the new press room for the New York Jets beat writers is Joe Walton's old office? The room comes 
complete with a paneled door leading to a full bathroom with a shower. 


How °89 Games 
acq. GP/GS 
W/89 +5/5 
D1/83 =: 15/12 
D4/90 


FA/90 
FA/89 
D8/389 


D10/90 
010/88 


FA/74 
FA/88 
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COACHES 


Head coach—Bruce Coslet. 

Assistant coaches— 

Larry Beightol (offensive line). 

Kippy Brown (running backs). 

Pete Carroll (defensive coordinator). 

Ed Donatell (defensive assistant /secondary), 
Foge Fazio (special teams coordinator). 
Monte Kiffin (linebackers). 

Chip Myers (receivers), 

Greg Robinson (defensive line). 

Bob Wylie (offensive assistant/tight ends). 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


1989 regular-season record: 4-12 (5th in AFC 
East); 2-6 in division; 3-9 in conference; 1-7 at 
home; 3-5 on road. 

1989 playoff record: None. 

1989 team rankings: total offense, 9th in AFC/ 
17th in NFL; total defense, 14th/27th; rushing of- 
fense, 12th/22nd; rushing defense, 12th/24th; 
passing offense, 7th/12th; passing defense, 14th/ 
25th; scoring offense, 13th/26th; scoring defense, 
13th/25th; takeaways, 12th/25th; giveaways, 
T11th/T21st; turnover differential, 13th/T25th; 
sacks, 14th/28th; sacks allowed, 14th/28th. 
Coslet’s regular-season record: First year as 
NFL head coach. 

Team record last five years: 39-39-1 (.500, 
ranks 16th in league in that span). 


MISCELLANEOUS DATA 


Stadium (capacity): Giants Stadium (76,891). 
Ticket information: New York Jets Tickets, 
1000 Fulton Ave., Hempstead, NY 11550; 516- 
538-7200. 

ra! information: Flagship station—WCBS, 880 


Training camp: Hofstra University, Hempstead, 
N.Y.; 516-538-6600. Opens for rookies and veter- 
ans July 23. 


1990 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 9—at Cincinnati 
Sept. 16—Cleveland 
Sept. 24—Buffalo (Mon.) 
Sept. 30—at New England 
Oct. 7—at Miami 

Oct. 14—San Diego 
Oct. 21—at Buffalo 
Oct. 28—at Houston 
Nov. 4—Dallas 

Nov. 11—Miami 

Nov. 18—at Indianapolis 
Nov. 25—Pittsburgh 
Dec. 2—at San Diego 
Dec. 10—Open date 
Dec. 16—Indianapolis 
Dec. 22—New England 
Dec. 30—at Tampa Bay 


1989 RESULTS 


Sept. 10—New England 24-27 
Sept. 17—at Cleveland 24-38 
Sept. 24—at Miami 40-33 
Oct. 1—Indianapolis 10-17 
Oct. 9—L.A, Raiders 7-14 
Oct. 15—at New Orleans 14-29 
Oct. 22—at Buffalo 3-34 
Oct, 29—San Francisco 10-23 
Nov. 5—at New England 27-26 
Nov. 12—Miami 23-31 
Nov. 19—at Indianapolis 10-27 
Nov. 26—Atlanta 27- 7 
Dec. 3—at San Diego 20-17 
Dec. 10—Pittsburgh 0-13 
Dec. 17—at L.A. Rams 14-38 


Dec, 23—Buffalo 0-37 


1989 LEADERS 


Scoring ery Me Pat Leahy, 71 pts. (29/30 

PATs, 14/21 FGs), 

Scoring (touchdowns): Roger Vick, 42 pts. (5 

rushing, 2 receiving). 

Passing: Ken O'Brien, 3,346 yds. (477 att., 288 

comp,, 60,4%, 12 TDs, 18 int.). 

maanings Johnny Hector, 702 yds. (4.0 ayg., 3 
s). 

Beeson: Al Toon, 63 (693 yds,, 11.0 avg., 2 
s). 


Interceptions: Erik McMillan, 6 (180 yds., 1 TD). 
Tackles: Kyle Clifton, 162 (106 solo, 56 assisted). 
Sacks: Dennis Byrd, 7. 

Punting: Joe Prokop, 39.4 avg. (87 punts, 3,426 
yds., 0 blocked), 

Punt returns: JoJo Townsell, 9.1 avg. (33 att., 
299 yds., 0 TDs). 

Kickoff returns: JoJo Townsell, 19.2 avg, (34 
att., 653 yds., 0 TDs). 


1989 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1990 roster only. 


Boyer 
Burkett 

Dressel 
Eason. | 
Egu 
| Hasty 

Hector 
Leahy 
| McMillan 
McNeil 
Neubert 


Toon 
Townsell 
Vick _ 


end in the new 4-3. 

The Jets do have a number of young 
linemen with potential, starting with Mar- 
vin Washington, a former basketball play- 
er who has added bulk to his 6-foot-6 
frame and might start at left end. Dennis 
Byrd, a pass-rushing end who had seven 
sacks in spot duty last year, will be asked 
to use his aggressiveness to provide an in- 
terior pass rush, Scott Mersereau, the 
starting nose tackle last year, could bene- 
fit from the new alignment. 

There is depth in end Ron Stallworth, 
stay-at-home tackle Paul Frase, end/ 
tackle Gerald Nichols and veteran tackle 
Marty Lyons. 

LINEBACKERS—This figures to be a 
weak unit without much blitzing capabili- 
ty. The Jets tried to address that problem 
when they signed free agent Eric Naposki 
and drafted Basil Proctor (West Virginia) 
in the seventh round. 

The early picture appears to favor a 
starting unit of Kyle Clifton in the middle 
and Alex Gordon and Joe Kohlbrand on 
the outside. Kohlbrand is a Plan B pickup 
who spent most of his 1989 time on the 
New Orleans Saints’ special teams. Gor- 
don is a talented 1987 draft pick who has 
fought a losing battle against injuries. 

Joe Mott has a great body and showed 
some blitzing ability in college, but he was 
limited to special-teams duty last year. 
Troy Benson is the throwback inside plug- 
ger who must overcome a chronic neck 
problem. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS—A strong pass rush 
would make this group better than aver- 
age. 

Free safety Erik McMillan, who made 
the Pro Bowl for the second consecutive 
year, makes coverage mistakes and 
misses a few open-field tackles, but no one 
makes bigger plays. He intercepted six 
passes last season and even lined up at 
right end on one occasion and stripped 
Miami's Dan Marino of the football on a 
blind-side sack. 

Carroll is bringing the bump-and-run 
back to New York—a prospect that thrills 
right cornerback James Hasty to no end, 
Left corner will be a hot spot. The Jets 
traded incumbent Bobby Humphery on 
draft day, setting up a battle between 
free-agent signee Anthony Parker and 
third-round draft pick Tony Stargell (Ten- 
nessee State). 

Travis Curtis, a big hitter, will likely 
earn the starting job at strong safety. 
John Booty is a smart and quick defender 
who can provide backup help at all four 
secondary positions. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Pat Leahy, a tender 39, has lost some 
muscle on his kickoffs, but his accuracy in 
windy Giants Stadium is enough to make 
up for the power loss, Punter Joe Prokop 
has one of the strongest legs in the NFL, 
but he can be inconsistent. 

Townsell is a danger- 
ous punt returner, but 
Humphery no longer is 
around to run back 
kickoffs. Mathis could 
get a shot at that job. 


es 


Bengals have the weapons to fuel big comeback — 


By JACK BRENNAN 
Cincinnati Post 


he Cincinnati Bengals were one of 
the National Football League’s big 


1989 disappointments, But their 
fans can take solace in the fact that the 
Bengals once again appear to be hungry 
and there's no doubt they have the weap- 
ons to make noise in the annual Super 
Bowl derby. 

“We've got an awful lot of things to set 
straight this season,” Cincinnati quarter- 
back Boomer Esiason said, “and I can't 
wait to get started because I know we've 
got the tools to do it.” 

To understand just how inefficiently 
those tools were employed last season, 
consider that the defending American 
Football Conference champions out- 
scored their opponents, 404-285—and still 
finished 8-8, good for last place in the 
tough AFC Central Division. 

The only teams to post larger positive 
point differentials were the two confer- 
ence champions, San Francisco and Den- 
ver. The Bengals’ average score per 
game was 25,2 points, 7.4 more than the 
opposition. 

“We knew we had the ability,” said 
Esiason, who led the AFC in passing effi- 
ciency for the second straight season 
while directing the NFL’s top rushing of- 
fense, “But there were too many weeks 
when we seemed to think we would win 
just by showing up.” 

As a result, the Bengals yo-yoed be- 
tween awesome and awful. The week 
after they blasted Tampa Bay, 56-23, they 


Strengths: In quar- 
terback Boomer Esia- 
son, halfback James 


Halfback James Brooks ran for 
1,239 yards last season, fourth 
best in the AFC. 


——— 


lost, 28-7, to the Los Angeles Raiders. 
They followed a 42-7 romp over Detroit 
with a 24-7 loss at Buffalo. And after anni- 
hilating Houston, 61-7, they watched their 


PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 


Brooks, wide receivers Tim wR 
McGee and Eddie Brown and 
tight end Rodney Holman, the LT 


McGee Martin 
Munoz Jones 


M. Barber 
Crigler 


Bengals have as much talent at the LG 
skill positions as any team jn the cS 
league. R 
Weaknesses: The 1989 Bengals had a 
deadly combination of poor run de- 


Reimers Jetton 
Kozerski Moyer 
Blados Kozerski 
Brennan 


Jetton 
Jetton 
Jones 


Walter 


fense (26th in the NFL) and a poor 
pass rush (tied for 20th in sacks). New 


Holman Kattus 


Brown Smith 


Riggs 
James 


talent will help, but cohesion could suf- 


Esiason Wilhelm Philcox 


fer. Cincinnati needs a power-rushing 
fullback and immediate Improvement 
from its special teams. 

Key to success: The Bengals need a 


Brooks Ball 
Taylor H. Green 


Jennings 
Woods 


DEFENSE 


return to All-Pro form by nose tackle 
Tim Krumrie and fast starts by James 
Francis and Bernard Clark, the rookies 


Grant Skow 
Krumirie 


Tuatagaloa 
Hammerstein Wells 


they hope will add muscle to their line- 
backing corps. 

Sure sign of trouble: A slow start. The 
Bengals play their first four games 
against teams that combined to win 22 


Buck McClendon Tuatagaloa 


L. White Ogletree 


Walker Zander 


Barker 


B. Clark Chenault Kelly 


games last season. After October 28, 
they play only teams that compiled 


Francis Kelly Barker 
Billups Carey Odegard 


.500-or-better records. 


Dixon Barber Price 


That's a fact: Brooks’ 1989 total of 
1,239 rushing yards was the best sin- 
gle-season figure In Bengals history. 
He finished five yards shy of equaling 
the totals of all other Cincinnati rushers 


Fulcher Bussey _ 
Wilcots Bussey 


SPECIALISTS 


combined. K 


Breech Johnson 


The head coach says: ‘We're going to Pp 


Johnson Breech 


leave no stone unturned in putting to- KR 
gether a bigger, stronger defensive PR 
front seven." 


Smith 
Smith 


Palmer 
Hargrove 


Jennings _ 
Martin 


playoff hopes die in a turnover-filled 29-21 
loss at Minnesota. 

Sure, the Bengals had some key injuries 
and, yes, they enter the 1990 campaign 
with several questions, But if ever a team 
seemed capable of vaulting from a last- 
place division finish to the Super Bowl, 
this one does. 


COACHING 


Sam Wyche, who took the Bengals to 
the Super Bowl after the 1988 season, is 
one stumbling start away from being back 
on the hot seat with Cincinnati fans. Only 
once in Wyche's six seasons have the Ben- 
gals qualified for the playoffs. 

Coming off their tough Super Bowl loss 
in 1989, the Bengals defied history by not 
qualifying for postseason play. Though 
Super Bow! winners have been prone to 
letdowns, Super Bow! losers have not. Of 
22 Super Bowl losers prior to the Bengals, 
19 made the playoffs the following year, 
and 16 of those 19 won division champion- 
ships. 

Despite his tenure, the 45-year-old 
Wyche ranks as the NFL's third-youngest 
coach (only the Raiders’ Art Shell and 
New York Jets newcomer Bruce Coslet 
are younger). No one doubts his football 
knowledge, and his innovative approach 
is well respected around the league. 

Wyche will operate without an offen- — 
sive coordinator this season, having lost | 
Coslet to the head coaching ranks. But he 
served as his own coordinator in 1984 and 
1985, seasons in which the Bengals pro- 
duced fine offensive numbers. 


OFFENSE 


QUARTERBACKS—Quarterbacks often 
get hit by a disproportionate number of 
slings and arrows when their teams suffer 
through subpar seasons. But Esiason 
avoided that fate in 1989. His second 
straight outstanding season was highlight- 
ed by a 28-11 touchdown-to-interception 
ratio, a figure topped only by San Francis- 
co quarterback Joe Montana's 26-8 mark. 

Esiason, named the NFL’s Most Valu- 
able Player after his 1988 campaign, 
played with injuries last year and still 
maintained his status as the team’s un- 
questioned on-field leader. It’s possible 
that Esiason, now 29 and entering his sev- 
enth NFL campaign, has not yet peaked. 

Erik Wilhelm, a third-round draft pick 
from Oregon State, took over the backup 
job so decisively last season that the Ben- 
gals released veteran Turk Schonert in 
May. Todd Philcox, last year’s third-string 
backup, faces a strong challenge from 
free-agent signee Stan Gelbaugh. 

RUNNING BACKS—Despite their gaudy 
numbers, the Bengals were a curiously 
unreliable rushing team last season. They 
were especially inefficient in short-yard- 
age situations, a problem that became se- 
rious when fullback Ickey Woods went 
down with an early knee injury. 

Woods will play again, but it is possible 


Continued 
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1990 CINCINNATI BENGALS ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS 
Esiason, Boomer 
Gelbaugh, Stan 
Wilhelm, Erik 
RUNNING BACKS 
Ball, Eric 

Brooks, James 
Green, Harold 
Holifield, John 
Jennings, Stanford 
Palmer, Paul 
Taylor, Craig 
Woods, Ickey 
RECEIVERS 
Barber, Mike 
Brown, Eddie 
Garrett, John 
Holman, Rodney (TE) 
James, Lynn 
Kattus, Eric (TE) 
Martin, Mike 
McGee, Tim 

Riggs, Jim (TE) 
Riley, Andre 

Smith, Kendal 
Wellsandt, Doug (TE) 
White, Todd 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Blados, Brian (G) 
Brennan, Mike (T) 
Crigler, Eric (T) 
Jetton, Paul (G) 
Jones, Scott (T) 
Kozerski, Bruce (C) 
Moyer, Ken (T) 
Munoz, Anthony (T) 
O'Connor, Tim (T) 
Reimers, Bruce (T) 
Walter, Joe (T) 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Buck, Jason (E) 

Grant, David (NT) 
Hammerstein, Mike (E) 
Krumvrie, Tim (NT) 
McClendon, Skip (E) 
Skow, Jim (E) 
Tuatagaloa, Natu (E) 
Wells, Dana (NT) 


LINEBACKERS 
Barker, Leo 
Brady, Ed 
Clark, Bernard 
Francis, James 
Kelly, Joe 
Murray, Dan 
Ogletree, Craig 
Walker, Kevin 
White, Leon 
Zander, Carl 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Barber, Chris (S) 
Billups, Lewis (CB) 
Bussey, Barney (S) 
Carey, Richard (CB) 
Dixon, Rickey (S) 
Fulcher, David (S) 
Odegard, Don (CB) 
Price, Mitchell (CB) 
Thomas, Eric (CB) 
Wilcots, Solomon (CB) 
SPECIALISTS 
Breech, Jim (K) 
Johnson, Lee (P-K) 


Ht./Wt. 


6-5 
6-3 
6-3. 


5 
4 
4 
2 
7 
3 
4 
0 


/215 
/205 
/210 


~ 
nN 
P= 
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OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP 
David Browndyke, K; Chris Chenault, LB; David Clark, RB; Tim Egerton, WR; Greg Fitzpatrick, S; Mike Foust, 
OT; Reggie Gaddis, DE; Anthony Green, WR; Larry Hargrove, CB-K; Tyreese Herds, CB; David Hodge, TE; 


Born 
4-17-61 
12-4-62 


11-19-65 2 


11-27-61 


NFL How '89 Games 
Exp. College 
7 Maryland 
4 Maryland 


Oregon State 


UCLA 

Auburn 

Sotith Carolina 
West Virginia 
Furman 

Temple 

West Virginia 
Nevada-Las Vegas 


So 


Marshall 

Miami (Fla.) 
Princeton 
Tulane 

Arizona State 
Michigan 

Illinois 
Tennessee 
Clemson 
Washington 
Utah State 
Washington State 
Cal St. Fullerton 


HANDHPUDAUDONGTN NNSBAINDe hh 


North Carolina 
Notre Dame 
Murray State 
Texas 
Washington 
Holy Cross 
Toledo 
Southern California 
Virginia 

lowa State 
Texas Tech 


Brigham Young 
West Virginia 
Michigan 
Wisconsin 
Arizona 
Nebraska 
California 
Arizona 


RPNULOL SH SNDeHNMANNADASs 


New Mexico State 
Illinois 

Miami (Fla.) 

Baylor 

Washington 

East Stroudsburg St. 
Auburn 

Maryland 

Brigham Young 
Tennessee 


North Carolina A&T 
North Alabama 
South Carolina State 
Idaho 

Oklahoma 

Arizona State 
Nevada-Las Vegas 
Tulane 

Tulane 

Colorado 


16/16 


16/15 
16/0 


PADDUWNMUU WD COWAHYUAAAIS 


D8/87 


FA/89 
FA/88 


12/0 
16/0 


12 California 
6 Brigham Young 


that he might not regain his impressive 
1988 form until 1991. If that's the case, 
keep an eye out for Craig Taylor, a late- 
blooming rookie last year, or anybody the 
Bengals can pick up to fill the hole. 

There was no deficiency at halfback, 
where veteran James Brooks operated 
last year. The 31-year-old Brooks, who 
keeps himself in exceptional shape, ran 
for 1,239 yards, the fourth best total in the 
conference and the seventh best overall. 
Behind Brooks is Eric Ball, a second- 
round 1989 draft pick who showed flashes 
of great talent but, unfortunately, lived up 
to his UCLA reputation of not being able 
to play through minor injuries. 

Harold Green, an impressive youngster 
out of South Carolina who was added in 
the second round of the 1990 draft, will 
compete for time with free-agent signee 
Paul Palmer and veteran reserve Stan- 
ford Jennings. 


RECEIVERS—Cincinnati’s starting 
wideout tandem of Tim McGee and Eddie 
Brown is one of the best in the NFL. 
McGee jumped into the spotlight in his 
fourth pro campaign, catching 65 passes 
for 1,211 yards and eight touchdowns. 
Brown's numbers were not far behind as 
he caught 52 passes for 814 yards and six 
TDs. Both still are young and capable of 
duplicating those performances for years 
to come. 

The Bengals, however, use plenty of 
three- and four-wideout sets, and Wyche 
was not satisfied with his 1989 reserve 
production, Second-year man Kendal 
Smith (10 catches as a rookie) and fifth- 
round 1990 draft choice Lynn James, a tal- 
ented underachiever at Arizona State, 
both will have opportunities to play big 
offensive roles. Veteran Mike Martin also 
is in the picture. 

The tight end job belongs to Rodney 
Holman, who has emerged as one of the 
best in the NFL at his position. Always 
known as a great blocker, Holman posted 
career highs last season in catches (50), 
yards (736) and touchdowns (nine). 

If something should happen to Holman, 
the Bengals are well fortified at this posi- 
tion with veteran backups Jim Riggs and 
Eric Kattus. 

LINEMEN—The Bengals gambled and 
lost Pro Bow! guard Max Montoya in the 
off-season, but their biggest line problem 
remains al right tackle. 

Montoya left Cincinnati as a Plan B free 
agent after the Bengals decided not to 
protect him on their roster. Montoya ap- 
parently changed his mind after telling 


Stuart Milberg, OT; Robert Myers, P; Jason Novacek, TE; Craig Patterson, NT; Todd Philcox, QB; Kirk 
Scrafford, OL; Scott Segrist, K; John Simpson, WR; Rob Varano, WR. 

"Not with Cincinnati in 1989. 

TIncludes totals with both Cincinnati and another NFL team in 1989. 

Key Lo abbreviations on page 160. 


Cincinnati officials that he would re-sign 
with the team. But Brian Blados, formerly 
the backup at all five line positions, ap- 
pears ready to step in without a big drop- 
off in performance. 

Joe Walter, a superb pass blocker in 
1987 and 1988, will be challenged for his 
right tackle slot. Walter lost a step in his 
1989 comeback from knee surgery. 
Chomping at the bit are two agile but un- 
proven youngsters—Scott Jones and Mike 
Brennan, a fourth-round 1990 draft pick 
out of Notre Dame. 

Center Bruce Kozerski and left guard 
Bruce Reimers are experienced veterans 


DID YOU KNOW... 


. +; thal during one eight-game stretch last season (October 15 to December 3), Cincinnati defensive linemen 
recorded only two sacks—one by Tim Krumrie and one by Jason Buck? 
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with a solid grip on their jobs. Left tackle 
duties are in the capable hands of Anth- 
ony Munoz, who is out to tie Ken Hous- 
ton’s record of 10 consecutive Pro Bowl 
selections. 

The Bengals, short on experienced 
depth, will need a good year from third- 
year guard Paul Jetton. 


DEFENSE 


LINEMEN—This unit was mediocre last 
season. Starting ends Jason Buck and Jim 
Skow provided little in the way of a pass- 
rushing threat, and former All-Pro nose 
tackle Tim Krumrie was not his normal 
devastating self while attempting to come 
back from a severely broken leg suffered 
in Super Bow! XXIII. 

Krumrie promises to play significantly 
better in 1990, but if he can’t, look for 
Mike Hammerstein to challenge for play- 
ing time. Ends David Grant and Natu 
Tuatagaloa also could challenge for start- 
ing jobs, particularly if the Bengals follow 
up on their idea to move Buck to line- 
backer. End Skip McClendon also has 
shown slow but steady improvement. 

The Bengals have plenty of young vet- 
erans on their defensive line, but they des- 
perately need someone to step forward 
and take a leadership role. 

LINEBACKERS—This was the weakest 
area on the team last season and nobody 
has a job locked up at any of the four 
spots. The Bengals long have considered 


- 


Safety David Fulcher is one of the best i in the business. 


o 


their linebacking corps to be below par, 
and after the 1990 draft, Vice President 
and General Manager Paul Brown said, 
“We created a lot of competition in this 
area—purposely.” 


Carl Zander and Joe 2 Kelly, starters on 
the inside for three seasons, will be chal- 
lenged by several bigger and stronger | 


Continued 


HERE'S YOUR FREE TICKET TO 


BE NGAL FOOTBALL 


front office and the entire NFL... plusa full-colorcen- 


That's right, BENGAL UPDATE is your FREE ticket 
to all the inside information on one of the most exciting 
and colorful teams in the NFL today. 


This past season was a disappointment to all of us, but, 
we here at BENGAL UPDATE believe the Bengals 
will be right back in the title chase this year. 


Coach Wyche has a club loaded with talent and many 
of the experts are picking them to again represent the 
AFC in Super Bowl XXV... and when sigs do you 
won't want to miss any of the action . 


"Sign Up" today with a subscription to the new BEN- 
GAL UPDATE, AND WE CAN GUARANTEE YOU 
WON'T. 


We will send you TWO FREE, NO OBLIGATION IS- 
SUES. That's right, we're that confident. We will de- 
liver you the inside story on the players, coaches, the 


See eR ee eee ee ee et ee ee SES 


YES ! SEND ME TWO FREE ISSUES 


Li eta ~~ Ond send mM | 1) payment Endosed (C1 Bil Me [5] Charge Mly [7] MasterCard [=] VISA 


Ttndesstond 
Ha AiO RRE RE tdrooneze| Exp, _ 
isuesinall. One Year, 28 Issues, $24.95. 
TO: BENGAL UPDATE ADDRESS 
P.O. BOX 923, 
WUSSOURI CITY, TX 77459 ay STATE___—sZIP 
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terspread, game previews, stats, standings, scouting 
reports, key match-ups and predictions of the winners 
on the weekly schedule. 


FREE INTRODUCTORY 
BONUS OFFER 


Accept your firsttwo issues absolutely FREE at no ob- 
ligation. Subscribe today and we will enter your name 
as asubscriber for 26 more issues, that's 28 in all, at the 
low, low, price of $24.95, That's asavings of more than 
$33 off the regular newsstand price, 


YOUR GUARANTEE 


Examine your FREE issues carefully. If we don't 
deliver what we promised, simply write us and we will 
refund the subscription price. Or if you asked to be 
"Billed Later," just write cancel on the invoice we mail 
you... either way, you keep the TWO FREE ISSUES. 


PASSS 


COACHES 


Head coach—Sam Wyche. 
Assistant coaches— 

Jim Anderson (offensive backfield). 
Dana Bible (quarterbacks). 

Marv Braden (special teams). 

Bill Johnson (tight ends). 

Dick LeBeau (defensive coordinator), 
Jim McNally (offensive line). 

Dick Selcer (linebackers). 

Mike Stock (receivers), 

Chuck Studley (defensive line). 

Kim Wood (strength). 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


1989 regular-season record: 8-8 (4th in AFC 
Central); 5-1 in division; 6-6 in conference; 5-3 at 
home; 3-5 on road. 

1989 playoff record: None. 

1989 team rankings: total offense, 1st in AFC/ 
3rd in NFL; total defense, 9th/15th; rushing of- 
fense, Ist/ 1st; rushing defense, 14th/26th; pass- 
ing offense, 3rd/7th; passing defense, 6th/8th; 
scoring offense, 2nd/4th; scoring defense, 3rd/ 
7th; takeaways, T5th/T11th; giveaways, T4th/ 
T9th; turnover differential, 5th/T12th; sacks, 
10th/T20th; sacks allowed, 9th/15th, 

Wyche’s regular-season record: 49-46 in six 
seasons with Bengals. 

Wyche’s postseason record: 2-1 in one playoff 
with Bengals (0-1 in Super Bowl). 

Team record last five years: 41-38 (.519, ranks 
13th in leaque in that span). 


MISCELLANEOUS DATA 


Stadium (capacity): Riverfront Stadium 
(59,755), 

Ticket information: Cincinnati Bengals Ticket Of- 
fice, 200 Riverfront Stadium, Cincinnati, OH 
45202; 513-621-3550. 

Radio information: Flagship station—WKRC, 
550 AM. 

Training camp: Wilmington College, Wilmington, 
0,; 513-621-3550. Opens for rookies July 22; 
opens for veterans July 26, 


1990 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 9—New York Jets 

Sept. 16—at San Diego 

Sept. 23—New England 

Oct. 1—at Seattle (Mon.) 
Oct. 7—at Los Angeles Rams 
Oct. 14—Houston 

Oct. 22—at Cleveland (Mon.) 
Oct. 28—at Atlanta 

Nov. 4—New Orleans 

Nov. 11—Open date 

Noy. 18—Pittsburgh 

Nov. 25—Indianapolis 

Dec. 2—at Pittsburgh 

Dec. 9—San Francisco 

Dec. 16—at Los Angeles Raiders 
Dec. 23—at Houston 

Dec. 30—Cleveland 


Sept. 10—at Chicago 14-17 
Sept. 17—Pittsburgh 41-10 
Sept. 25—Cleveland 21-14 
Oct. 1—at Kansas City 21-17 
Oct. 8—at Pittsburgh 26-16 
Oct. 15—Miami 13-20 
Oct. 22—Indianapolis 12-23 
Oct. 29—Tampa Bay 56-23 
Nov. 5—at L.A. Raiders 7-28 
Nov. 13—at Houston 24-26 
Nov. 19—Detroit 42- 7 
Nov. 26—at Buffalo 7-24 
Dec. 3—at Cleveland 21- 0 
Dec. 10—Seattle 17-24 
Dec. 17—Houston 61-7 
Dec. 25—at Minnesota 21-29 


Scoring (kicking): Jim Breech, 73 pts. (37/38 

PATs, 12/14 FGs). 

Scoring (touchdowns): James Brooks, 54 pts. 

(7 rushing, 2 receiving); Rodney Holman, 54 pts. (9 

receiving). 

Passing: Boomer Esiason, 3,525 yds. (455 att., 

258 comp., 56.7%, 28 TDs, 11 int.). 

eon James Brooks, 1,239 yds. (5.6 avg., 7 
s), 


Receptions: Tim McGee, 65 (1,211 yds., 18.6 
avg., 8 TDs). 

Interceptions: David Fulcher, 8 (87 yds., 0 TDs). 
Tackles: David Fulcher, 107 (70 solo, 37 assist- 
ed), 

Sacks: Jason Buck, 6. 

Punting: Lee Johnson, 40.1 avg. (61 punts, 2,446 
yds., 2 blocked). 

Punt returns: Mike Martin, 7.1 avg. (15 att., 107 
yds., 0 TDs). 

Kickoff returns: Stanford Jennings, 20.2 avg. (26 
att., 525 yds., 0 TDs). 


1989 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1990 roster only. 
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players. Third-round draft pick Bernard 
Clark (Miami, Fla.), Kevin Walker and 
Chris Chenault all are in the picture. 

On the outside, first-round draft pick 
James Francis (Baylor) will get the first 
shot at replacing the retired Reggie Wil- 
liams. But Buck could move outside from 
his end position and Kelly has the speed 
to move outside if needed. There's also 
another draft pick, seventh-rounder Craig 
Ogletree (Auburn), in the running. 

Leon White, the returning starter at the 
left outside spot, apparently is in line to 
retain his job. But not even he can take 
anything for granted. 

Veteran Leo Barker probably won't 
start, but he is a versatile performer who 
has played well in nickel situations. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS—One of the strong- 
est units on the team over the last two 
seasons, Cincinnati’s secondary was hit 
hard by off-season problems. 

First, starting right cornerback Eric 
Thomas suffered a serious knee injury in 
a pickup basketball game—an injury that 
will sideline him for the 1990 season. Then 
Lewis Billups, the other starting corner- 
back, became involved in off-field legal 
problems and angered the coaching staff 
by skipping mini-camp. 

“We've gone from potentially one of the 
best defensive backfields in football to 
one with a lot of question marks,” Wyche 
said. 

The Bengals may have to juggle their 
forces, possibly moving Rickey Dixon 
back to cornerback from free safety and 
replacing Dixon with Solomon Wilcots. 
Others who figure in the mix at corner- 
back are Chris Barber, Richard Carey 
and Mitchell Price. 

Strong safety David Fulcher is the only 
backfield starter whose position seems se- 
cure. He is one of the best in the business. 

The Bengals do have a good reserve 
safety in Barney Bussey. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Cincinnati’s special-teams play has 
been lacking in recent years. But there is 
reason for hope. 

Assistant Mike Stock, who failed to im- 
prove the unit over the last three seasons, 
was moved to wide receivers coach and 
replaced by Marv Braden, a 13-year veter- 
an who most recently coached at Phoe- 
nix. Braden will install a new system and, 
with any luck, improve morale. 

He won't lack for projects. The 1989 
Bengals ranked last in the league in punt 
returns, tied for 25th in kickoff returns, 
tied for 25th in kickoff coverage and tied 
for 20th in punt coverage. 

The kicking specialists are adequate. 
Veteran place-kicker Jim Breech has en- 
viable accuracy if not great range. Punter 
Lee Johnson is solid and also doubles as a 
fine kickoff man. When the Bengals need 
a field-goal try in the 50-yard range, John- 
son gets the call over Breech. 

The Bengals are hop- 
ing that the elusive Pal- 
mer can step in and add 
some excitement to 
their weak kickoff-re- 
turn unit. 


Pressure is on Carson to produce Super team 


By JEFF SCHUDEL 
Ingersoll Publications 


the American Football Conference 

championship game last season, 
but that didn’t stop the National Football 
League’s most frustrated owner from 
making massive changes. 

Offensive coordinator Marc Trestman 
and secondary coach Jed Hughes were 
fired. Offensive line coach Hal Hunter 
now works as a special assistant. 

All this after Bud Carson led the 
Browns to a 9-6-1 record and AFC Central 
Division championship in his first season 
as head coach. 

“We're going to be a contender again,” 
said Browns Owner and President Art Mo- 
dell, who underwent double-bypass heart 
surgery in April. “But I’m tired of just 
being a contender. It’s time we got to the 
big game and won it. 

“I'm not putting any pressure or timeta- 
ble on my people. I don’t expect any more 
of (Executive Vice President) Ernie Ac- 
corsi and Bud Carson than they expect of 
themselves,” 

Carson found little comfort in Modell's 
words. Two months earlier, a member of 
the front office had cracked, “There will 
be a fire sale on coaches’ sweaters, caps 
and whistles if Bud doesn’t make it to the 
Super Bowl this year.” 

Marty Schottenheimer understands 
Carson’s delicate position. Schotten- 
heimer, now the coach of the Kansas City 
Chiefs, took the Browns to the AFC title 
game after both the 1986 and ’87 seasons, 


To: Cleveland Browns advanced to 


Strengths: Under 
Jim Shofner's guidance, 
former NFL quarterbacks 


Brian Sipe (Browns), Danny WR 
White (Dallas) and Neil Lomax 


(St. Louis/Phoenix) all enjoyed LT 

peak seasons, Now Shofner has Ber- LG 
nie Kosar and excellent receivers in 
Webster Slaughter, Reggie Langhorne, RG 
Brian Brennan and Lawyer Tillman. RT 
Weaknesses: Assistant coach Dan Ra- 
dakovich might have to work a miracle TE 
to get the needed production out of WR 
Cleveland's ragtag offensive line. The QB 
Browns also need to find out whether RB 
their secondary problem in the late FB 
stages of 1989 was a mirage. 
Key to success: The Browns must get 
off to a fast start—and their schedule 
is not favorable to such a prospect. 
Sure sign of trouble: If the pass rush 
doesn’t improve, 400-yard passing 
games against Cleveland will become 
the norm. And as center Mike Baab’s 
knees go, so goes the offensive line. 
That’s a fact: Five-year man Kosar 
started every non-strike game in 1986, 
"87 and '89—and the Browns ad- 
vanced to the AFC championship game 
each year. They fell short in 1985, when ss 
Kosar shared time, and in 1988, when FS 
he was injured. 
The head coach says: “Any time a new 
staff comes in, players slip. We have 
some new coaches, but we've been to- K 
gether a year now. | feel like | know Pp 
what we're doing, what the personality KR 


LE 


LOLB Matthews 
MLB M. Johnson Rose 
ROLB 


LCB _ Minnifield Harper Hilliard 
RCB_Clayborn 


If the Browns aren’t Super Bowl-bound, Bud Carson could be sent packing. 


losing both times. When the Browns failed 
to get past the first round of the playoffs 
in 1988, Schottenheimer was forced out. 
“No one has to tell me what we have to 
do,” Carson said while savoring a bowl of 
steamed mussels at a local Italian restau- 


PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 


Tillman Oliphant 
T. Jones Farren Graybill 
Tamm Farren T. Jones 
Baab Rakoc 
Rakoczy T. Jones 
Risien Robbins 
Newsome Talley 
Langhorne Brennan 
Kosar Pagel 
Metcalf Hoard 
Mack Redden 


Slaughter 


Tamm 
Farren 


DEFENSE 


Banks Baker 
Gibson Hairston 
Perr’ Pike 
Stewart Pleasant 
McGrew 
Waiters Grayson 

Braggs 

F. Wright Barnett Gash 
Gash Barnett 


SPECIALISTS 


Bahr Wagner Rakoc 
Wagner Bahr 


Metcalf Oliphant Brennan 


of this team is, and | have confidence PR Oliphant 


we're going in the right direction.” 


Brennan Metcalf 
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rant. “If we don’t win, I won’t be around to 
eat these again.” 
It won't be easy. Carson still has not 


found a way to beat division-rival Cincin- ~~ 


nati, and the Browns face their toughest 
schedule in a decade, traveling to Kansas 
City, Denver, New Orleans and San Fran- 
cisco in a span of five weeks. 

An unproven offensive line and big 
holes in the secondary are other hurdles 
Carson must overcome, 


COACHING 


The man Carson chose to replace 
Trestman, Jim Shofner, didn’t have to sell 
himself to the Browns. He ran Cleveland's 
offense from 1978-80 before leaving to 
take a similar post with Houston. 

When Shofner left, then-quarterback 
Brian Sipe chastised the Browns for not 
being aware of Shofner’s value. The re- 
mark proved prophetic; the Browns went 
from 11-5 in 1980 to 5-11 in 1981. 

Shofner likes to make good use of two 
running backs and the tight end in his of- 
fensive schemes. Partly because of that, 
Ozzie Newsome, the NFL’s all-time top 
pass-catching tight end, was coaxed into 
playing another season and the Browns 
spent their first draft choice on 227-pound 
Michigan running back Leroy Hoard. 

The spotlight will shine on Shofner, but 
the most important assistant in the 1990 
picture might be Dan Radakovich, who 
takes over offensive line duties after 
spending last year with Cleveland’s line- 
backers. Radakovich is well known for 
the powerful lines he built for the Pitts- 


Continued 


125 


1990 CLEVELAND BROWNS ROSTER 


NFL 
Exp. College 


QUARTERBACKS 
Gordon, Clemente 
Kosar, Bernie 
Pagel, Mike 
RUNNING BACKS 
Clack, Darryl 
Faaola, Nuu 

Hoard, Leroy 
Mack, Kevin (FB) 
Manoa, Tim (FB) 
Metcalf, Eric 
Redden, Barry (FB) 


RECEIVERS 
Brennan, Brian 
Galbraith, Scott (TE) 
Gay, Everett 

Joines, Vernon 
Langhorne, Reggie 
Newsome, Ozzie (TE) 
Oliphant, Mike 

Rowell, Eugene 
Simien, Kerry 
Slaughter, Webster 
Tillman, Lawyer 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Baab, Mike (C) 
Baugh, Tom (C) 
Bolden, Rickey (T) 
Farren, Paul (T-G) 
Fike, Dan (G) 
Graybill, Mike (T) 
Jones, Tony (T) 
Lucas, Jeff 

Rakoczy, Gregg (C) 
Robbins, Kevin 
Simmons, Kevin (T) 
Smith, Dave (T) 
Tamm, Ralph 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Baker, AI(E) 

Banks, Robert (E) 
Buczkowski, Bob 
Burnett, Rob 

Gibson, Tom (E) 
Hairston, Carl (T) 
Jones, Marlon (E) 
Perry, Michael Dean (E) 
Pike, Chris (T) 
Pleasant, Anthony (E) 
Stewart, Andrew (E) 
Weston, Rhondy 


LINEBACKERS 
Charlton, Clifford 
Grayson, David 
Johnson, Eddie 
Johnson, Mike 
Jones, Jock 
Matthews, Clay 
McGrew, Lawrence 
Rose, Ken 
Waiters, Van 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Barnett, Harlon (S) 
Blaylock, Tony (CB) 
Braggs, Stephen (CB) 
Clayborn, Raymond (CB) 
Dillahunt, Ellis (S) 
Gash, Thane (S) 
Harper, Mark (CB) 
Hilliard, Randy (CB) 
Kramer, Kyle (S) 
Minnifield, Frank (CB) 
Wallace, Mike (CB) 
Wright, Charlie 
Wright, Felix (S) 
SPECIALISTS 

Bahr, Matt (KK) 


Born 
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11-25-63 
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Grambling 
Miami (Fla,) 
Arizona State 


Arizona State 
Hawaii 
Michigan 
Clemson 

Penn State 
Texas 
Richmond 


Boston College 
Southern California 
Texas 

Maryland 

Elizabeth City State 
Alabama 

Puget Sound 
Southern Mississippi 
Texas A&l 

San Diego State 
Auburty 


Texas 

Southern Mlinois 
Southern Methodist 
Boston University 
Florida 

Boston University 
Western Carolina 
West Virginia 
Miami ( Fla.) 
Michigan State 
Tennessee 
Southern Illinois 
West Chester State 


Colorado State 
Notre Dame 
Pittsburgh 
Syracuse 


Northern Arizona 


Md.-Eastern Shore 
Central (0.) State 
Clemson 

Tulsa 

Tennessee State 
Cincinnati 

Florida 


Florida 

Fresno State 
Louisville 

Virginia Tech 
Virginia Tech 
Southern California 
Southern California 
Nevada-Las Vegas 
Indiana 


Michigan State 
Winston-Salem 

Texas 

Texas 

East Carolina 

East Tennessee State 
Alcorn State 


Northwestern (La.) St. 


Bowling Green 
Louisville 
Jackson State 
Tulsa 

Drake 


Penn State 


/ = 
SupD1/85 16/1 
Tr./86 16/0 


FA/90 "8/1 
*12/1 


/90 
SupD1/84 4/1 
D3a/87 16/15 
01/89 =: 16/11 
Tr./89 16/1 


D4b/84 


UFA/90 


UFA/89 
UFA/89 
FA/90 
D5/90 
UFA/89 
Tr./84 
FA/87 
02/88 
Tr./88 
D3/90 
04/89 
UFA/90 


01/88 


0/0 
FA/85 16/16 


burgh Steelers, Los Angeles Rams and 
New York Jets. 

“The run blocking will be better this 
year, I promise you that,” Carson said. 
“Granted, it couldn't be much worse, bul 
Rad’s already doing the little things he did 
in Pittsburgh and Los Angeles.” 


OFFENSE 


QUARTERBACKS—No one has ever 
questioned Bernie Kosar's brain or ability 
to read defenses. His lack of grace and 
speed are acceptable shortcomings con- 
sidering his penchant for producing vic- 
tories. 

Now, however, his health has become a 
major concern. He missed eight games in 
1988—six with a sprained right elbow and 
two with a sprained knee. He didn’t miss a 
snap for health reasons last year, but he 
played half the season with a badly 
bruised right elbow, he developed a staph 
infection in his right shoulder and he tore 
ligaments in two knuckles of his right 
hand. 

Kosar is healthy entering the 1990 sea- 
son, but he clearly has become vulnerable 
to the weekly poundings dished out by 
hard-rushing defenders, And Carson has 
made it clear to Shofner that he wants 
Kosar yanked on those weekends when 
he is not performing well. 

That could mean more action for Mike 
Pagel, whom Carson believes is the NFL's 
best backup quarterback. But there's one 
important fact that Carson and Shofner 
must keep in mind: The Browns’ string of 
five consecutive playoff appearances 
began in Kosar's rookie year. 


RUNNING BACKS—The Browns ranked 
21st in rushing last season, the lowest 
mark among the playoff entries. The best 
way to take heat off Kosar is to make the 
running game more of a threat. 

Hoard is expected to put more weight 
behind the ball. His job will be to get the 
tough inside yardage that Eric Metcalf, 42 
pounds lighter, was unable to get as a 
rookie last year. Hoard also will provide 
insurance behind fullback Kevin Mack, 
who has been plagued by injuries through- 
out his five-year NFL career. 

Shofner wants to get more production 
from Metcalf, who ran for 633 yards and 
caught 54 passes for 397 yards last season. 
With Hoard in the lineup, look for the elu- 
sive Metcalf to become more involved in 
the passing game. 

Newcomer Derrick Gainer, a 240-pound 
rock, could force the Browns to cut full- 
back Tim Manoa. 


Tr./81 16/0 
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Kauric, Jerry 

Wagner, Bryan (P) 

OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP 
Tom Bolyard, P; Charlie Darrington, TE; Anthony Davis, CB; Anthony Florence, CB; Derrick Gainer, RB; Jeff 
Graham, QB; George Hawthorne, OT; Ben Jefferson, OT; Kerry Owens, LB; Matt Patchan, OT; Pete Scott, G; 
Kevin Sprinkles, TE; John Talley, TE; Bryan Tobey, FB. 

“Not with Cleveland in 1989, 

Tincludes totals with both Cleveland and another NFL team in 1989. 

$Canadian Football League. 
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F RECEIVERS—The strength of the 
Cal State Northridge UFA/89 =16/0 


Browns’ offense is their receiving corps. 
Carson's only problem is giving such pass 
catchers as Webster Slaughter, Reggie 
Langhorne, Lawyer Tillman, Brian Bren- 
nan, Newsome, Metcalf and Mike Oli- 
phant enough action. 

The Browns thought about trading 
Langhorne to improve their position in 
the draft while making room for Tillman, 
last year’s second-round draft pick. But 
Tillman, while impressive on paper, still 
is an unproven commodity. 

Shofner is not likely to employ as many 
four-wideout sets as the Browns have used 


3-28-62 


DID YOU KNOW... 


... that since the advent of the Super Bowl in 1967, the Browns have won more games (193) than any other 
NFL team without making it to the classic? 
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in the past. That will afford Kosar more 
protection, but it also will make it even 
more difficult to spread the ball around. 

LINEMEN—Radakovich has his work 
cut out for him. Somehow, he must mold a 
ragtag group of blockers into a solid unit 
that can open holes and protect a $2 mil- 
lion quarterback. 

Radakovich’s problem becomes obvi- 
ous when you consider that he is counting 
on Ralph Tamm, a second-year guard cut 
loose by Washington, and Kevin Robbins, 
a second-year tackle let go by the Los An- 
geles Rams. He’s also counting on veteran 
tackle Cody Risien, who announced his 
retirement in March, to change his mind 
and play another season. 

Last year’s starting center, Gregg Ra- 
koczy, has been moved to guard to make 
room for free-agent signee Mike Baab. 
The 30-year-old Baab played for the 
Browns from 1982 through ’87 before 
being traded to New England, where, ac- 
cording to Carson, “he was on the ground 
a lot last year. He regressed on his tech- 
niques. Since he’s been back, he’s worked 
hard on his weaknesses.” 

Somewhere in this mix, Radakovich 
will find a spot for guard/tackles Paul 
Farren and Tony Jones, two solid but un- 
spectacular players. 


DEFENSE 


LINEMEN—The Browns recorded a 
team-record 45 sacks last year. Their 1990 
goal is 60. 

To reach that lofty figure, line coach 


ONE STEP SHORT AGAIN !!! 


Can you believe it? Just when everybody was 
ready to write them off, the Browns came 
back strong . . . again falling one step short 
of that coveted first Super Bowl berth. 


Don't give up! These players have brought us 
the AFC Central Division Championship four 
of the last five years. . . the only team that can 
boast a better record is the 49ers. . . that my 
fellow Browns Fans is prrting Jo all... 
and we here at BROWNS NEWS/LLUS- 
TRATED don't be- 

lieve it's over. 


Weknowyouwon't "2.9% 
want to miss any ©} { 
the '90 action . . . 

and when you "Sign 

Up" witha subscrip- 

tion to. BROWNS 
NEWS/ILLUS- 
TRATED, WE CAN 
GUARANTEE YOU 
WON'T. 


Sign up today and we 
will send you TWO 
FREE, NO OBLIGA- 
TION ISSUES. That's 
right, we're that confi- 
dent. We will deliver 
you the inside story on , 
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Safety Felix Wright led the NFL with nine interceptions last season. 


John Teerlinck must get more production 
from his right end. Robert Banks, very 
good at stuffing the run, played that posi- 
tion last year and managed only four 
sacks—even though opponents spent the 
entire season double-teaming right tackle 
Michael Dean Perry. 

Teerlinck will move Banks to the left 
end, with Andrew Stewart stepping in on 
the right side. Banks could force Al 
(Bubba) Baker into a designated pass- 
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color center- 
spread, game 
previews, stats, 
standings, 
scouting re- 
ports, _ key 
match-ups and 
predictions o} 
the winners on 
the weekly 
schedule. 


Accept your first two issues absolutely FREE at no ob- 

ligation. Subscri jay and wewill enter your name 

as a subscriber for 26 more issues, that's 28 in all, at 
the low, low price of $24.95. That's a savings of more 
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will refund the subscription price. Or ifyou asked 


to be "Billed Later," just write cancel on the 


invoice we mail you ... either way, you keep the 
TWOFREEISSUES. 
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rushing role, while left tackle Carl Hair- 
ston could be pushed out of his starting job 
by Tom Gibson. 

The players to watch are tackle Chris 
Pike, a project who was acquired from 
Philadelphia in March 1988, and Anthony 
Pleasant, the Browns’ second-round draft 
pick out of Tennessee State. Pike, a 6-foot- 
8, 300-pounder, is strong and quick—and 
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COACHES 


Head coach—Bud Carson. 

Assistant coaches— 

Zeke Bratkowski (quarterbacks), 

Mike Faulkiner (defensive assistant). 

Hal Hunter (special assistant), 

Stan Jones (strength and conditioning). 

Paul Lanham (special teams). 

Richard Mann (receivers). 

Joe Popp (special assistant). 

Dan Radakovich (offensive line/assistant head 
coach), 

George Sefcik (running backs). 

Jim Shofner (offensive coordinator). 

Lionel Taylor (special assistant-offense/tight 
ends). 

John Teerlinck (defensive line). 

Jim Vechiarella (linebackers). 

Gary Wroblewski (assistant strength and condi- 
tioning). 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


1989 regular-season record: 9-6-1 (1st in AFC 
Central); 3-3 in division; 6-5-1 in conference; 5-2- 
1 at home; 4-4 on road. 

1989 playoff record: Defeated Bills, 34-30, in 
AFC semifinals; lost to Broncos, 37-21, in AFC 
championship. 

1989 team rankings: total offense, 8th in AFC/ 
16th in NFL; total defense, 4th/7th; rushing of- 
fense, 11th/21st; rushing defense, 3rd/10th; 
passing offense, 6th/11th; passing defense, 7th/ 
9th; scoring offense, 5th/14th; scoring defense, 
2nd/4th; takeaways, T3rd/T8th; giveaways, 2nd/ 
T5th; turnover differential, 4th/T7th; sacks, 4th/ 
7th; sacks allowed, T4th/T8th, 

Carson's regular-season record: 9-6-1 in one 
season with Browns. 

Carson’s postseason record: 1-1 ji one playoff 
with Browns. 

Team record last five years: 42-36-1 (.538, 
ranks 11th in league in that span). 


MISCELLANEOUS DATA 


Stadium (capacity): Cleveland Stadium 
(80,098). 

Ticket information: Cleveland Browns Ticket Of- 
fice, Cleveland Stadium, Cleveland, OH 44114; 
216-696-3800. 

Radio information: Flagship station—WWWE, 
1100 AM. 

Training camp: Lakeland Community College, 
Mentor, 0.; 216-942-4110. Opens for rookies and 
veterans July 22. 
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Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct, 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Dec. 
Dec. 


1990 SCHEDULE 


9—Pittsburgh 
16—at New York Jets 
23—San Diego 
30—at Kansas City 

8—at Denver (Mon.) 
14—at New Orleans 
21—Cincinnati (Mon.) 
28—at San Francisco 

4—Buffalo 
11—Open date 
18—Houston 
25—Miami 

2—Los Angeles Rams 

9—at Houston 
16—Atlanta 
23—at Pittsburgh 
30—at Cincinnati 


1989 RESULTS 
10—at Pittsburgh 
17—N.Y. Jets 


. 25—at Cincinnati 


1—Denver 

8—at Miami (OT) 
15—Pittsburgh 
23—Chicago 
29—Houston 

5—at Tampa Bay 
12—at Seattle 
19—Kansas City (OT) 
23—at Detroit 

3—Cincinnati 
10—at Indianapolis (OT) 
17—Minnesota (OT) 
23—at Houston 


1989 LEADERS 


Scoring (kicking): Matt Bahr, 88 pts. (40/40 
PATs, 16/24 FGs). 
Scoring (touchdowns): Eric Metcalf, 60 pts. (6 
rushing, 4 receiving), 


Passing: Bernie Kosar, 3,533 yds. (513 att., 303 


comp., 59.1%, 18 TDs, 14 int.). 
Rushing: Eric Metcalf, 633 yds, (3.4 avg., 6 TDs). 
Receptions: Webster Slaughter, 65 (1,236 yds., 
19.0 avg., 6 TDs). 
Interceptions: Felix Wright, 9 (91 yds,, 1 TD). 

Tackles: Thane Gash, 134 (90 solo, 44 assisted). 
Sacks: Al Baker, 7.5 (55.5 yds.), 
Punting: Bryan Wagner, 39.4 avg. (97 punts, 
3,817 yds., 0 blocked). 
Punt returns: Gerald McNeil, 10.1 avg. (49 att., 
496 yds., 0 TDs). 
Kickoff returns: Eric Metcalf, 23.2 avg. (31 att., 


1989 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1990 roster only. 


718 yds., 0 TDs). 
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he can be mean, 

LINEBACKERS—Steady Clay Matthews 
will keep his spot as the left outside line- 
backer, but don’t look for him in nickel 
situations. You can blame Buffalo running 
back Thurman Thomas, who caught 13 
passes for 150 yards in a playoff game, for 
that. 

Finding a cover linebacker is one of 
Cleveland's defensive priorities. Toward 
that end, they signed free agent Ken Rose 
during the off-season and drafted Jock 
Jones out of Virginia Tech in the eighth 
round. 

Carson is toying with the idea of using 
right outside linebacker Van Waiters as a 
down lineman, That, however, will de- 
pend on the improvement of David Gray- 
son. He is the fastest Cleveland linebacker 
bul doesn't always convert his speed into 
tackles. 

Mike Johnson returns to claim his in- 
side job, but the Browns have just about 
run out of patience with 1988 No. 1 draft 
choice Clifford Charlton, who made one 
tackle last year, 

DEFENSIVE BACKS—The Browns 
thought 3l-year-old Hanford Dixon was 
over the hill as a right cornerback, so 
they let him go and signed 35-year-old 
Raymond Clayborn as his replacement. 

If that doesn't make much sense, per- 
haps this will: Something must be done 
about a secondary that allowed 381, 404 
and 377 passing yards to Houston, Buffalo 
and Denver, respectively, in the Browns’ 
last three games, 

Hughes was fired and replaced by Mike 
Faulkiner, but it will take more than a dif- 
ferent coach for the Browns’ secondary to 
regain its reputation as one of the best in 
the league. Just two years ago, Dixon and 
Frank Minnifield, the left cornerback, 
both drew starting assignments in the Pro 
Bowl. 

Strong safety Felix Wright led the 
league with nine interceptions, but the 
Cleveland coaches want to see him do 
more than just shag overthrown balls. 
Thane Gash returns to claim his starting 
free safety spot, 

Teams learned over the last month of 
1989 that the Browns could be beaten 
deep. With that flaw now exposed, look 
for everybody to test them deep and often 
in 1990. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Punt returner Gerald McNeil was lost 
to free agency, but Carson is confident 
that Oliphant can handle the job. Oliphant 
also will be available to back up Metcalf 
on kickoff returns. 

Surprisingly, the Browns decided to 
stay with place-kicker Matt Bahr, without 
even issuing him a challenge. Bahr 
missed late chances to beat Miami and 
Indianapolis and tie Detroit last year. But 
he did manage to pull out of his slump 
over the last three games. 

The punting is solid 
with Bryan Wagner, 
who set a team record 
with 97 kicks—a bad re- 
flection on the offense. 
None was blocked. 


Oilers Pardee favors: run-and-shoot, discipline — 


By JOHN McCLAIN 
Houston Chronicle 


fter three straight playoff appear- 

“\ ances, the Jerry Glanville era 

~~ sended in controversy when the 
caustic Houston coach resigned in Jan- 
uary under intense pressure. 

Exit Glanville, enter Jack Pardee. 
From a lounge act to a class act. 

The hiring of Pardee, a two-time NFL 
Coach of the Year with Chicago and 
Washington, united the fans and players 
in a fashion unprecedented since the 
height of the Luv Ya Blue! craze in the 
late 1970s. Glanville took his all-black out- 
fits, Elvis records, James Dean posters 
and bad-boy image back to Atlanta, where 
he was hired as the Falcons’ coach only 
eight days after stepping down in Hous- 
ton. 

Pardee has promised a more disci- 
plined style of play in the House of Pain 
after the 1989 Oilers set a National Foot- 
ball League record with 148 penalties. 
He'll also implement the run-and-shoot of- 
fense full time, having watched his previ- 
ous two teams in Houston (the United 
States Football League's Gamblers and 
the NCAA’s Houston Cougars) leave their 
mark all over the record books. 

Unlike Glanville, Pardee isn’t prone to 
outlandish promises or brash statements 
that infuriate opponents. 

“I set high expectations on a weekly 
basis,” he said. “I want us to be good 
enough to have a chance to win every 
week. I want us to be consistent at home 
and on the road. The Oilers have to be- 


Strengths: Offensive 
talent, starting with 
quarterback Warren 


iN 
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Owner Bud Adams (left) hopes new Coach Jack Pardee can bring an AFC 


Central Division title to Houston. 
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come a better road team if we hope to 
win our division.” 

Since the NFL-AFL merger in 1970, 
Houston has earned six wild-card berths 
but never an American Football Confer- 
ence Central Division title. If the Oilers 
break the jinx in 1990, it will be Pardee 
time in Houston. 


COACHING 


Hired after a three-season stint at the 
University of Houston, Pardee brought 
along three assistants from the Cougar 
program: defensive coordinator Jim 
Eddy, offensive line coach Bob Young and 
secondary coach Pat Thomas. Pardee, 
who concentrates on defense, elevated 
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allowed. They surrendered nine touch- 
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downs covering 53 yards or more. The 
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players blamed ex-Coach Jerry Glan- 
ville's system. This year, we'll find out, 


DEFENSE 


Key to success: How quickly the of- 
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That's a fact: Counting playoff appear- 
ances, the Oilers are 19-6 in the Astro- LCB 
dome over the last three seasons but RCB 
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what it’s capable of doing. It’s a sound 
system and not a gimmick offense like 
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quarterbacks coach Kevin Gilbride to of- 
fensive coordinator. 

The transition to the run-and-shoot 
should go smoothly for the Oilers, who 
have used the offense in passing situations 
for a few years. Unlike a conventional 
run-and-shoot, however, Gilbride will re- 
tain the shotgun snap since quarterback 
)arren Moon is more comfortable with it. 

Defensively, Pardee and Eddy are in- 
stalling a 4-3 alignment and a new philoso- 
phy. The secondary will disguise cover- 
ages and play more zones, with very little 
blitzing. Most of the pressure must be gen- 
erated by the four-man front. 


OFFENSE 


QUARTERBACKS—Coming off back-to- 
back Pro Bowl appearances, Moon has 
emerged as the Oilers’ team leader. In 
1989, he set personal NFL highs for com- 
pletions, passing yardage, touchdown 
passes and completion percentage. With 
the run-and-shoot in place, he has the ve- 
hicle to do even better. 

If Moon has a weakness, it is his tenden- 
cy to try to do too much, especially in cru- 
cial situations. 

Cody Carlson, who demanded to be 
traded in the off-season, is a capable 
backup who seldom plays since Moon 
rarely leaves a game. 

RUNNING BACKS—With only one run- 
ning back deployed in the run-and-shoot, 
the Oilers figure to have some unhappy 
backs—again. Last season, with a two- 
back set in place part time, fullback Alon- 
zo Highsmith led the air-ready offense 
with just 531 rushing yards. 

Lorenzo White, who could start for 
many teams, has asked to be traded. Vet- 
eran Mike Rozier, whose rushing total de- 
clined to 301 yards from 1,002 in 1988, also 
was placed on the block, but there were 
no early takers because of his $1-million- 
a-year contract demand. 

Most of the ground action in the run- 
and-shoot will be generated by Allen Pin- 
kett and Highsmith, who spent the off-sea- 
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COACHES 


Head coach—Jack Pardee. 

Assistant coaches— 

Jim Eddy (defensive coordinator), 

Kevin Gilbride (offensive coordinator). 
Frank Novak (running backs). 

Chris Palmer (receivers). 

Richard Smith (special teams/linebackers). 
Jim Stanley (defensive line), 

Pat Thomas (defensive backs). 

Steve Watterson (strength/rehabilitation). 
Bob Young (offensive line). 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


1989 regular-season record: 9-7 (2nd in AFC 
Central); 3-3 in division; 6-6 in conference; 6-2 at 
home; 3-5 on road. 

1989 playoff record: Lost to Steelers, 26-23 
(OT), in AFC wild-card game. 

1989 team rankings: total offense, 5th in AFC/ 
9th in NFL; total defense, 7th/13th; rushing of- 
fense, 6th/12th; rushing defense, 2nd/9th; passing 
offense, 5th/10th; passing defense, 11th/17th; 
scoring offense, 3rd/7th; scoring defense, 14th/ 
26th; takeaways, T5th/T11th; giveaways, 6th/ 
T12th; turnover differential, 6th/14th; sacks, 
T7th/Tl6th; sacks allowed, 7th/12th. 

Pardee’s dep ne record: First year as 
head coach of Oilers; 44-46 overall in six NFL sea- 
sons with Bears and Redskins. 

Pardee’s postseason record: 0-1 in one playoff 
with Bears, 

Team record last five years: 38-41 (.481, ranks 
17th in league in that span). 


MISCELLANEOUS DATA 


Stadium (capacity): Astrodome (60,502). 

Ticket information: Houston Oilers Ticket Office, 
oan Fannin, Houston, TX 77030; 713-797- 
Radio information: Flagship station—KTRH, 740 


Training camp: Southwest Texas State Universi- 
ty, San Marcos, Tex.; 713-797-9111. Reporting 
dates to be announced. 


1990 SCHEDULE 


Sept. %—at Atlanta 
Sept. 16—at Pittsburgh 
Sept. 23—Indianapolis 
Sept. 30—at San Diego 
Oct. 8—San Francisco 
Oct. 14—at Cincinnati 
Oct. 21—New Orleans 
Oct. 28—New York Jets 
Nov. 4—at Los Angeles Rams 
Nov. 11—Open date 
Nov. 18—at Cleveland 
Noy. 26—Buffalo (Mon.) 
Dec. 2-—at Seattle 
Dec. 9%—Cleveland 

Dec. 16—at Kansas City 
Dec, 23—Cincinnati 
Dec. 30—Pittsburgh 


Sept. 10—at Minnesota 7-38 
Sept. 17—at San Diego 34-27 
Sept. 24—Buffalo (OT) 41-47 
Oct. 1—Miami 39- 7 
Oct. 8—at New England 13-23 
Oct. 15—at Chicago 33-28 
Oct. 22—Pittsburgh 27- 0 
Oct. 29—at Cleveland 17-28 
Nov. 5—Detroit 35-31 
Nov. 13—Cincinnati 26-24 
Nov. 19—L.A. Raiders 23- 7 
Nov. 26—at Kansas City 0-34 
Dec. 3—at Pittsburgh 23-16 
Dec. 10—Tampa Bay 20-17 
Dec. 17—at Cincinnati 7-61 
Dec. 23—Cleveland 20-24 
1989 LEADERS 


Scoring (kicking): Tony Zendejas, 115 pts. 
(40/40 PATs, 25/37 FGs). 

Scoring (touchdowns): Drew Hill, 48 pts. (8 re- 
ceiving), 

Passing: Warren Moon, 3,631 yds. (464 att., 280 
comp., 60.3%, 23 TDs, 14 int.). 

Rushing: Alonzo Highsmith, 531 yds. (4.1 avg., 4 
TDs) 


Receptions: Drew Hill, 66 (938 yds, 14.2 avg., 8 
Ss). 


Interceptions: Steve Brown, 5 (54 yds., 0 TDs). 
Tackles: Jolin Grimsley, 102 (72 solo, 30 assist- 


ed). 

Sacks: Ray Childress, 8.5 (83 yds. ). 

Punting: Greg Montgomery, 43.3 avg, (56 punts, 
2,422 yds., 2 blocked), 

Punt returns: Kenny Johnson, 6.4 avg. (19 att., 
122 yds., 0 TDs). 

Kickoff returns; Kenny Johnson, 17.7 avg. (21 
att., 372 yds., 0 TDs). 


1989 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1990 roster only. 


Name 
Dishman 
Duncan 
Ford 
Givins 
Harris 
Highsmith 
Hill 
Jeffires 
Kinard 
Moon _ 
Pinkett 
Rozier 


= 
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son rehabilitating a knee that became in- 
fected after arthroscopic surgery. Pinkett 
is a cal-quick cut-back runner with excel- 
lent hands for receiving. Highsmith, at 
nearly 240 pounds, is arguably the best 
blocking fullback in the league and a ca- 
pable receiver. 


RECEIVERS—Four players caught at 
least 43 passes last season as Moon took 
advantage of a bounty of talent at 
wideout. 

Don’t be surprised if the run-and-shoot 
yields two 1,000-yard receivers in Drew 
Hill and Ernest Givins. They have been 
Moon’s favorite targets for years. Both 
play the inside positions, where they use 
their waterbug quickness to dash into 
open flats. 

On the outside, Haywood Jeffires (47 
catches) and Curtis Duncan (43) are long 
striders and deep threats. Duncan has the 
best straight-ahead speed on the team. 
Jeffires is an outstanding leaper who 
excels on underthrown fade routes by out- 
jumping shorter cornerbacks. 

There is a logjam of talent waiting on 
the sidelines. Leonard Harris and Gerald 
McNeil (a Plan B acquisition who played 
two years for Pardee in the USFL) are 
short, quick veterans who figure to be 
first off the bench. 

Because the offense doesn’t allow for a 
tight end, Bob Mrosko and Chris Verhulst 
left Houston as Plan B free agents. In 
some short-yardage situations, linemen 
will be used as tight ends. 


LINEMEN—The Oilers have a fortress 
here. Mike Munchak and Bruce Matthews 
are regarded as the NFL's best pair of 
guards. Munchak is a pulverizer who 
buries opponents. Matthews, a better ath- 
lete, dominates because of his overall tal- 
ent. 

Right tackle Dean Steinkuhler put to- 
gether his best year in 1989, providing 
pass protection equal to his outstanding 
run blocking. Veteran center Jay Penni- 
son has started fast and finished slow the 
last (wo seasons due to injuries. 

The big question is at left tackle, where 
1l-year veteran Bruce Davis aged sudden- 
ly last year with thigh and knee injuries. If 
he fails to regain his starting job, Don 
Maggs or 1989 No. 1 draftee David Wil- 
liams could replace him. Eric Still, a 
fourth-round pick in 1990, is tabbed as a 


reserve. 
DEFENSE 


LINEMEN—Because of the switch to a 
4-3 alignment, the watchword on defense 
is “pressure”—the line will feel it if they 
don't apply it. 

The two players guaranteed starting 
jobs are Houston's top pass rushers: left 
tackle Ray Childress and left end William 
Fuller. Childress missed the wild card 
game and the last two regular-season con- 
tests to injury last season but insists the 
Oilers’ three losses were but a coinci- 
dence. 

Next to Childress, the right tackle slot is 
open to veterans Doug Smith, Richard 
Byrd, Glenn Montgomery and second- 
round draftee Jeff Alm. Smith has been 
the starter at nose tackle for most of the 


last four years but suffered a gunshot 
wound in his knee during the off-season. 
Coaches want to see him play before 
making any decisions. 

At right end, Sean Jones will get com- 
petition from veteran Ezra Johnson, a 
Plan B free agent and determined pass 
rusher with Indianapolis, and Willis Pe- 
guese, a third-round draftee from Miami 
(Fla.). 


LINEBACKERS—Robert Lyles, Johnny 
Meads and John Grimsley have started to- 
gether for four years, the last three with 
inside linebacker Al Smith. Under the new 
three-man set, Smith will likely become a 
reserve in the middle behind Grimsley, an 
intense run stuffer. 

Meads, a blitzer who hasn’t had to 
cover much, figures to start on the weak 
side. Lyles, a defensive co-captain last 
season with Childress, was the only line- 
backer to stay in the game in passing situ- 
ations and seldom commits a mental mis- 
take, 

Nobody's job is safe, however, with the 
arrival of Lamar Lathon, the team’s No. | 
draft pick in 1990. With size (6-foot-3, 250 
pounds) and speed (4.5 seconds in the 40- 
yard dash), Lathon has the tools to be- 
come the impact player Houston has 
lacked at linebacker. Pardee and Eddy 
should know—they coached him in col- 
lege the last three years. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS—Glanville’s depar- 
ture should be a blessing for the second- 
ary. The former coach insisted corner- 
backs Steve Brown and Patrick Allen, 
who have 12 years of combined starting 
experience, play bump-and-run coverage 
when they preferred mixing man and 
zone. The new regime plays the system 
both backs favor. 

They will be pushed by Richard John- 
son, who couldn’t escape Glanville’s dog- 
house, and Cris Dishman, whose temper 
was the cause of numerous foolish penal- 
ties. Both will play regularly in nickel situ- 
ations if they don’t win starting jobs. 

Johnson could take over at free safety 
for Jeff Donaldson, who was lost to Plan B 
free agency. Terry Kinard was signed to 
fill the void, however, yet Johnson is hun- 
gry after playing safety in nickel situa- 
tions for five years. 

At strong safety, the Oilers return 
Bubba McDowell, who was outstanding as 
a rookie last season. McDowell hits like a 
truck and has the speed to cover the fas- 
ter receivers. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Kicking made the special teams strong 
—punter Greg Montgomery led the AFC 
with a 43.3-yard average in 1989 and 
kicker Tony Zendejas scored 115 points, 
tying George Blanda’s club record—but 
McNeil gives Houston its best punt re- 
turner since Billy (White Shoes) Johnson. 

The coverage teams have been consis- 
tently excellent, even when new players 
had to step in to replace 
Plan B losses last sea- 
son. Richard Smith is a 
superb coach who in- 
stills a hit-the-beach 
mentality. 


SS 


QUARTERBACKS 
Carlson, Cody 
Moon, Warren 
Slack, Reggie 
RUNNING BACKS 
Highsmith, Alonzo 
Murray, Andy (FB) 
Pinkett, Allen 
Rozier, Mike 

White, Lorenzo 
RECEIVERS 
Coleman, Pat 
Duncan, Curtis 
Ford, Bernard 
Givins, Ernest 
Harris, Leonard 
Harry, Carl 

Hill, Drew 

Jackson, Kenny 
Jeffires, Haywood 
Jones, Tony 

McNeil, Gerald (KR) 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Banes, Joey (T) 

Davis, Bruce (T) 
Dawson, Doug (G) 
DiGiacomo, Curt (G) 
Maggs, Don (T/G) 
Matthews, Bruce (G) 
Munchak, Mike (G) 
Pennison, Jay (C) 
Robison, Tommy (G/T) 
Rosado, Dan (G) 
Steinkuhler, Dean (T) 
Still, Eric (G/T) 
Williams, David (T) 
Williams, Doug 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Alm, Jeff (T) 

Byrd, Richard (T) 
Camp, Reggie (E) 
Childress, Ray 

Fuller, William (E) 
Garalczyk, Mark (T) 
Johnson, Ezra (E) 
Jones, Sean (E) 
Montgomery, Glenn (NT) 
Peguese, Willis (E) 
Reese, Jerry 

Smith, Doug (T) 


LINEBACKERS 
Brantley, John 
Crawford, Tim 

Fairs, Eric 

Grimsley, John 

Kozak, Scott 

Lathon, Lamar 

Lyles, Robert 

Meads, Johnny 
Newbill, Richard 
Seale, Eugene 

Smith, Al 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Allen, Patrick (CB) 
Arnold, David (S) 

Bell, Billy (CB) 

Brown, Steve (CB) 
Dishman, Cris (CB) 
Johnson, Richard (CB) 
Jones, Quintin (S) 
Kinard, Terry (S) 
Knight, Leander 
McDowell, Bubba (S) 
Thomas, Dee 
SPECIALISTS 
Montgomery, Greg (P) 
Zendejas, Tony (K) 


1990 HOUSTON OILERS ROSTER 


Ht./Wt. 

6-3/194 
6-3/210 
6-1/217 


6-1/234 
6-1/244 
5-9/192 
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6-6/295 
6-6/273 
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6-1/240 
5-10/182 


5-10/176 


6-4/217 
5-8/165 


OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP 
Bruce Canaday, DB; Vince Courville, WR; David Dacus, QB; Cedric Gordon, WR; Chuck Hartlieb, QB; Max 
Jones, LB; Victor Jones, RB; Frank Miotke, WR; Erik Norgard, C/G; Bo Orlando, S; Al Owens, WR; Mike 


Perez, QB; Alex Stewart, 


DE. 


*Not with Houston in 1989. 
Includes totals with both Houston and another NFL team in 1989, 
Key to abbreviations on page 160. 


in the World Football League with Orlando, in the USFL with Houston, in the NCAA’s Southwest Conference 
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College 
Baylor 
Washington 
Auburn 


Miami (Fla.) 
Kentucky 
Notre Dame 
Nebraska 
Michigan State 


Mississippi 
Northwestern 
Central Florida 
Louisville 
Texas Tech 
Utah 

Georgia Tech 
Penn State 


North Carolina State 


Texas 
Baylor 


Houston 
UCLA 
Texas 
Arizona 
Tulane 


Southern California 


Penn State 
Nicholls State 
Texas A&M 
Northern Illinois - 
Nebraska 
Tennessee 
Florida 

Texas A&M 


Notre Dame 


Southern Mississippi 


California 

Texas A&M 
North Carolina 
Western Michigan 
Morris Brown 
Northeastern 
Houston 

Miami (Fla.) 
Kentucky 

Auburn 


Georgia 

Texas Tech 
Memphis State 
Kentucky 
Oregon 
Houston 

Texas Christian 
Nicholls State 
Miami (Fla.) 
Lamar 

Utah State 


Utah State 
Michigan 
Lamar 
Oregon 
Purdue 
Wisconsin 
Pittsburgh 
Clemson 
Montclair State 
Miami (Fla.) 
Nicholls State 


Michigan State 
Nevada-Reno 


DID YOU KNOW... 


... that Jack Pardee has received Coach of the Year recognition in four different leagues? He was honored 


How ‘89 Games 


012/90 

Dla/87 16/16 
07/90 — 
D3/86 16/6 


SupD1/84 12/10 
D1/88 16/0 


UFA/90 


011/90 = 
16/16 
0/0 
0/0 
16/1 
6/16 


Doa/87 


D4b/84 
UFA/90 


D10/90 


D3/88 
Tr./85 


16/0 
16/0 


with the Houston Cougars and twice in the NFL, with Chicago (1976) and Washington (1979). U2. 
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‘Predictable’ Steelers trying to change image 


By STEVE HUBBARD 
Pittsburgh Press 


eteran tight end Mike Mularkey, a 

newcomer to Pittsburgh last year, 

still was trying to learn the Steel- 
ers’ offense as the season progressed. Bul 
not to worry. Mularkey quickly dis- 
covered that he could get guidance from 
the defensive player who lined up against 
him any time he was unsure of a play. 

“I'd go to the line of scrimmage and 
line up across from (Cleveland line- 
backer) Clay Matthews, and if I didn't 
know where we were going, I'd ask him,” 
Mularkey said. ‘He knew. We were so 
predictable, he'd be calling out our plays. 
Everybody knew 'em. Heck, they were 
yelling where the ball was going in the 
playoffs, too. 

“Every time I lined up on the right side, 
we ran. Every time I lined up on the left 
side, I was pretty much going out for a 
pass. Or blocking for a pass. You knew it 
Was a pass play.” 

Steelers quarterback Bubby Brister 
supported thal notion. “We were predict- 
able. We were a righthanded team. We 
were always throwing to the right. I hate 
to say that, but hell, everybody knows it.” 

Everybody knew it because the Steelers 
have run the same basic offense during 
| Chuck Noll’s 21 seasons as Pittsburgh 
coach. It did not matter that much during 
the 1970s because opposing defenses could 
not stop the Steelers, even when they 
knew what was coming. 

But it did matter last season. Pittsburgh 
finished last in the National Football 


Chuck Noll might have performed 
his best coaching job last season. 


League in passing and total yards. And 
the Steelers rushed for fewer yards than 
the opposition for the first time since 1969. 
That they still finished 9-7 and squeezed 
into the playoffs was a tribute to their re- 
sourcefulness. 

“But everybody knows if we're 28th in 
offense again, we're probably not likely to 
make it,” Brister said. 
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Strengths: The 
Steelers do not have an 
abundance of great play- 
ers, but they are loaded with 
young, consistent talent that 
should mature and improve. Cor- 
nerback/kick returner Rod Wood- 
son, linebacker Greg Lloyd, kicker 
Gary Anderson, wideout Louis Lipps, 
halfback Tim Worley and quarterback 
Bubby Brister all have star potential. 
Weaknesses: The Steelers lack pass- 
rushing linebackers and defensive line- 
men, a problem they attacked in the 
draft. They also promise better deten- 
sive schemes that should help produce 
a better pass rush, 
Key to success: The defense came on 
like gangbusters as it learned a new 
scheme last year, and the Steelers 
must hope the offense does the same 
while learning offensive coordinator 
Joe Walton's new system. The offense 
has the potential to be much better 
than the defense, 
Sure sign of trouble: If either Brister or 
Lipps gets hurt, the Steelers’ passing 
offense will be grounded. 
That's a fact: The Steelers were out- 
gained in 13 of 16 games last year and 
were outscored, 92-10, jn their first 
two—but they still made the playoffs. 
The head coach says: ‘'There’s no 
such thing as arrival. We have to con- 
tinue to (progress), If not, then disas- 
ter."' 


PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

WR Hill Stone 

LT Jackson Ricketts 
LG Rienstra Blankenship 
c Dawson Lanza 

RG Long Blankenship 

RT Iikin Ricketts 

TE Mularkey Green Griggs 


WR___Lipps Heard Stock 
QB Brister Wright O'Donnell 


HB Worley W. Williams Carter 
FB Hoge Foster Wallace 


DEFENSE 

LE Willis T. Johnson 

NT G. Williams Veasey Dunbar 
RE Aa. Jones Davidson 

LOLB Hinkle J. Williams 

LILB Little Grayson 

RILB Nickerson Olsavsky 

ROLB Lloyd _ Jenkins 

LCB Woodruff D. Johnson Hall 
RCB Woodson D. Johnson 

ss Lake Griffin Hall 
FS Everett Holmes 


SPECIALISTS 
K 


Anderson 
Rutter 


Calloway 


Stryzinski_ 
Woodson Stone 


Woodson Hill 
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And so, for the first time under Noll, the 
offense is undergoing major renovations. 
Offensive coordinator Tom Moore accept- 
ed a job with Minnesota and Joe Walton 
arrives with a mandate to change. 

“You're talking about night and day to 
what it has been around here,” Mularkey 
said. “But they need change here." 


COACHING 


Noll has guided the Steelers to four 
Super Bowl championships, but he might 
have performed his best coaching job last 
season, He coaxed a young team that had 
finished 5-11 in 1988 and had been humili- 
ated in its first two 1989 games (by a cu- 
mulative 92-10 score) into the playoffs. 
The Steelers won five of their final six 
games to qualify as a wild-card team, 
knocked off the favored Oilers in Houston 
and then outplayed the favored Broncos 
in Denver before losing, 24-23. 

That magic was performed with a de- 
fense that improved dramatically under 
new coordinator Rod Rust and a special- 
teams unit that reflected the aggressive 
style of new coach George Stewart. 

Rust left during the off-season to be- 
come New England's head coach, but his 
replacement, Dave Brazil, will keep 
things “almost exactly the same.” The 
burden now will be on Walton to help in- 
spire big offensive improvement. 

Walton will employ the same type of 
offense he used for the last seven seasons 
as head coach of the New York Jets. Pre- 
dictability will not be a problem, but the 
players’ ability to adjust to a more com- 
plex system could be. Most often, Walton 
will use two tight ends and one back—a 
huge change for an offense that has al- 
ways relied on two runners while virtually 
ignoring its tight end. 


OFFENSE 


QUARTERBACKS—Brister has the po- 
tential to be one of the league’s best. He 
has a strong, accurate arm, elusive speed, 
leadership ability and fierce toughness. 
He also has big-play talent that was miss- 
ing for much of last season because of an 
early knee injury that limited his mobility 
and kept him from scrambling. 

Still, he showed big improvement in his 
passing, completing 54.7 percent of his 
throws, and much better consistency in 
his overall game. He expects more im- 
provement in 1990. 

Last year’s backups, Todd Blackledge 
and Rick Strom, are out and Randy 
Wright is in. Wright, a former Green Bay 
starter who was out of football last year, 
will be joined in a backup role by Neil 
O'Donnell, a third-round draft pick out of 
Maryland. 

RUNNING BACKS—It wasn't all roses 
early, but by the end of the 1989 campaign 
halfback Tim Worley and fullback Merril 
Hoge formed one of the best 1-2 punches 
in the league. 

The Steelers expect both youngsters to 


Continued 
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The Pittsburgh Steelers returned to the playoffs in 
1989 and 1990 promises to be a year of excitement 
for Steelers fans. And there’s only one publication 
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COACHES 


Head coach—Chuck Noll. 
Assistant coaches— 

Ron Blackledge (offensive line). 
Dave Brazil (defensive coordinator). 
Jolin Fox (defensive backs). 

Joe Greene (defensive line). 

Dick Hoak (offensive backfield). 
Jon Kolb (tight ends and conditioning). 
Dwain Painter (receivers). 

George Stewart (special teams). 
Bob Valesente (linebackers), 

Joe Walton (offensive coordinator). 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


1989 regular-season record: 9-7 (3rd in AFC 
Central); 1-5 in division; 6-6 in conference; 4-4 at 
home; 5-3 on road. 

1989 playoff record: Defeated Oilers, 26-23 
(OT), in AFC wild-card game; lost to Broncos, 24- 
23, in AFC semifinals. 

1989 team rankings: total offense, 14th in AFC/ 
28th in NFL; total defense, 10th/19th; rushing of- 
fense, 9th/18th; rushing defense, 9th/T19th; 
passing offense, 14th/28th; passing defense, 
10th/16th; scoring offense, 12th/24th; scoring 
defense, 9th/15th; takeaways, 2nd/T3rd; give~ 
aways, 3rd/T7th; turnover differential, Tlst/ 
nota Saeks; T12th/T23rd; sacks allowed, 13th/ 

th. 


Noll's regular-season record: 177-132-1 in 21 
seasons with Steelers. 

Noll’s postseason record: 16-8 in 12 playoffs 
with Steelers (4-0 in Super Bowls), 

Team record last five years: 35-44 (.443, ranks 
18th in league in that span). 


MISCELLANEOUS DATA 


Stadium (capacity): Three Rivers Stadium 
(59,000). 

Ticket information: Pittsburgh Steelers Ticket 
Office, Three Rivers Stadium, 300 Stadium Circle, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15212; 412-323-1200. 

Radio information: Flagship station—WTAE, 
1250 AM. 


Training camp: St. Vincent College, Latrobe, Pa.; 
Naha ae Opens for rookies and veterans 
uly 18. 


1990 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 9—at Cleveland 

Sept. 16—Houston 

Sept. 23—at Los Angeles Raiders 
Sept. 30—Miami 

Oct. 7—San Diego 

Oct. 14—at Denver 

Oct. 21—at San Francisco 

Oct. 28—Los Angeles Rams (Mon.) 
Nov. 4—Atlanta 

Nov. 11—Open date 

Nov. 18—at Cincinnati 

Noy. 25—at New York Jets 
Dec. 2—Cincinnati 

Dec. 9—New England 

Dec. 16—at New Orleans 

Dec. 23—Cleveland 

Dec. 30—at Houston 


Sept. 10—Cleveland 0-51 
Sept. 17—at Cincinnati 10-41 
Sept. 24—Minnesota 27-14 
Oct. 1—at Detroit 23- 3 
Oct. 8—Cincinnati 16-26 
Oct. 15—at Cleveland 17- 7 
Oct. 22—at Houston 0-27 
Oct. 29—Kansas City 23-17 
Nov. 5—at Denver 7-34 
Nov. 12—Chicago 0-20 
Nov. 19—San Diego 20-17 
Nov. 26—at Miami 34-14 
Dec. 3—Houston 16-23 
Dec. 10—at N.Y. Jets 13- 0 
Dec. 17—New England 28-10 
Dec. 24—at Tampa Bay 31-22 


1989 LEADERS 


Scoring (kicking): Gary Anderson, 91 pts. 

(28/28 PATs, 21/30 FGs). 

Scoring (touchdowns): Merril Hoge, 48 pts. (8 

rushing). 

Passing: Bubby Brister, 2,365 yds. (342 att., 187 

comp., 54.7%, 9 TDs, 10 int.). 

Rushing: Tim Worley, 770 yds. (3.9 avg., 5 TDs). 

Receptions: Louis Lipps, 50 (944 yds., 18.9 ayg., 
TDs). 

Interceptions: Dwayne Woodruff, 4 (57 yds., 0 

TDs). 


Tackles: David Little, 104 (84 solo, 20 assisted). 

Sacks: Greg Lloyd, 7 (50 yds.). 

Punting: Harry Newsome, 41.1 avg. (82 punts, 
3,368 yds., 1 blocked). 

Punt returns: Rod Woodson, 7.1 avg. (29 att., 
207 yds., 0 TDs). 

Kickoff returns: Rod Woodson, 27.3 avg. (36 
att., 982 yds., 1 TD). 


1989 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1990 roster only. 


Name 
Anderson 


Brister 


Carter 


‘Hil 
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Lipps 
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Mularkey 
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blossom in 1990, even though they may 
not be asked to carry as much of the load. 
Both can block and catch, but Worley 
should get the call in a one-back forma- 
tion because of his breakaway speed. 
Behind this duo is a cast of role players. 
Halfback Rodney Carter is a superb 
third-down receiver, but his role could be 
limited by Walton’s new offense. Warren 
Williams isn't a breakaway threat and has 
been in and out of sick bay for two years. 
Ray Wallace, a competent backup full- 
back last season, will be pushed by fifth- 
round draft pick Barry Foster (Arkansas). 


RECEIVERS—Louis Lipps can do it all. 
He enjoyed his second straight 50-catch 
season, finished as the team's third-best 
runner with 180 yards on 13 reverses and 
drew praise from receivers coach Dwain 
Painter as the best blocking receiver in 
the league. The Steelers’ failure to mount 
any kind of a passing offense last season 
was in no way the fault of this talented 
six-year veteran. 

Lipps needs help, and that most likely 
will have to come from sophomore Derek 
Hill. The youngster caught 28 passes last 
year but was plagued by mistakes and in- 
consistency. He should improve in 1990 
and start showing big-play potential. 

The other wideouts—Dwight Stone, 
Mark Stock, Weegie Thompson and draft 
choices Chris Calloway (Michigan) and 
Ron Heard (Bowling Green State)—are 
more like suspects than prospects. 

Mularkey, signed as a free agent last 
year, was a terrific addition. And Eric 
Green, the Steelers’ first-round draft pick 
out of littke Liberty University, also could 
figure prominently when Walton goes to a 
two-tight end alignment. 


LINEMEN—The Steelers’ run blocking 
and pass protection, inadequate early in 
the year, prospered when several key 
performers returned from injuries. This 
unit now appears ready for a productive 
1990 campaign. 

Dermontti Dawson, inconsistent in his 
first season as Mike Webster's replace- 
ment, will center a line that includes 
guards John Rienstra and Terry Long and 
tackles Tunch Ilkin and John Jackson. 
The Steelers believe Dawson and Rien- 
stra, a 1986 first-round pick, are ready for 
breakthrough seasons, while Ilkin already 
has performed in two Pro Bowls. 

Tom Ricketts, Brian Blankenship and 
Chuck Lanza provide quality depth at all 
three positions, with Carlton Haselrig, a 
six-time NCAA wrestling champion who 
didn’t play college football, getting a shot 
at guard after practicing at nose tackle on 
last year’s developmental team. 


DEFENSE 


LINEMEN—The Steelers have produced 
only 50 sacks over two seasons, but part of 
the problem is a 3-4 defensive scheme 
that is more conducive to plugging gaps 
than mounting a pass rush. Noll promises 
that the Steelers will use more 4-3 align- 
ments in 1990 and that his linemen will be 
given more freedom to stunt and loop. 

That should be good news to left end 
Keith Willis, who enjoyed a solid 1989 
campaign after sitting out the previous 


season With a herniated dise in his neck, 
and nose tackle Gerald Williams. 

The right end job is up for grabs. Tim 
Johnson’s play deteriorated last fall, but 
1988 first-round draft pick Aaron Jones 
never mounted a challenge. Jones didn't 
do much as a pass-rush specialist, either, 
and while line coach Joe Greene blamed 
much of that on an injured wrist, he ad- 
mitted that if Jones doesn’t start, “we're 
not getting what we paid for.” 

The Steelers hope they can get what 
they paid for from three 1990 draft picks 
—second-rounder Kenny Davidson (Loui- 
siana State), third-rounder Craig Veasey 
(Houston) and eighth-rounder Karl Dun- 
bar (Louisiana State). 


LINEBACKERS—Pittsburgh's prospects 
for a better pass rush well could depend 
on the progress of right outside man Greg 
Lloyd, who led the team with seven sacks 
in his first season as a starter, and left 
outside man Jerrol Williams, a fourth- 
round 1989 draft pick who could push vet- 
eran Bryan Hinkle for a starting job. 

Veteran David Little, the team’s lead- 
ing tackler for the third year in a row, 
returns to man one of the inside spots 
alongside Hardy Nickerson. When Nick- 
erson went down with a broken ankle last 
season, undersized rookie Jerry Olsavsky 
stepped in and did a decent job. 

The 1990 draft was a great one for line- 
backers, but the Steelers didn't take the 
plunge until the seventh round, picking up 
Dan Grayson out of Washington State. 
Grayson and ninth-rounder Eddie Miles 
(Minnesota) will push Tyronne Stowe and 
A.J. Jenkins for backup jobs. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS—Rod Woodson ap- 
pears to be a Pro Bowl-caliber fixture at 
the right corner, but Dwayne Woodruff, a 
solid performer for 10 Seasons, has lost a 
step and is forced to play soft. He could be 
challenged on the right side by Delton 
Hall and David Johnson. 

Second-round 1989 pick Carnell Lake 
made the transition from UCLA line- 
backer to Steelers strong safety superbly 
last season. But free safety Thomas Ever- 
ett needs to show that he can play above 
his 5-foot-9 frame. 

It is possible that Lake could end up at 
either safety or cornerback spot, with 
Hall moving to strong safety. Backup safe- 
ties Larry Griffin and Darryl Holmes are 
excellent special-teams performers. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Gary Anderson remains one of the 
league's best kickers, but the Steelers will 
have to replace punter Harry Newsome, a 
solid performer who was left unprotected 
and signed with Minnesota. Vying for the 
job will be journeyman Dan Stryzinski and 
Pete Rutter, an undrafted punter out of 
Baylor. 

Woodson’s moves and instincts aren't 
as superb as his speed, but he led the 
league in kick returns last year and was 
dependable returning 
punts. Stone, Hill and 
Lipps also are capable 
returners and the rest 
of Pittsburgh’s special 
teams are solid, 


1990 PITTSBURGH STEELERS ROSTER 


NFL 
QUARTERBACKS Born Exp. College 
Brister, Bubby 8-15-62 5 Northeast Louisiana 
O'Donnell, Neil 7-3-66 Maryland 
Strom, Rick 3-11-65 Georgia Tech 
Wright, Randy 1-21-61 Wisconsin 
RUNNING BACKS 
Bell, Richard 5-3-67 
Carter, Rodney / 10-30-64 
Foster, Barry 12-8-68 
Hoge, Merril 1-26-65 
Tyrrell, Tim 2-19-61 
Wallace, Ray 12-3-63 
Williams, Warren 7-29-65 
Worley, Tim 9-24-66 
RECEIVERS 
Calloway, Chris 
Green, Eric (TE) 
Griggs, Billy (TE) 
Heard, Ron 
Hill, Derek 
Lipps, Louis 
Mularkey, Mike (TE) 
O'Shea, Terry (TE) 
Roundtree, Ray 
Stock, Mark 
Stone, Dwight 
Thompson, Weegie 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Blankenship, Brian (G/C) 
Dawson, Dermontti (C/G) 
Ilkin, Tunch (T) 
Jackson, John (T) 
Lanza, Chuck (C) 
Long, Terry (G) 
Ricketts, Tom (T) 
Rienstra, John (G) 
Strzelczyk, Justin (T) 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Davidson, Kenny (E) 
Dunbar, Karl (E) 
Evans, Donald (E) 
Freeman, Lorenzo (NT/T) 
Johnson, Tim (E/T) 
Jones, Aaron (E) 
Veasey, Craig (T) 
Williams, Gerald (NT) 
Willis, Keith (E) 


LINEBACKERS 
Grayson, Dan 

Hinkle, Bryan 

Jenkins, A.J. 

Little, David 

Lloyd, Greg 

Miles, Eddie 
Nickerson, Hardy 
Olsavsky, Jerry 
Romer, Rich 

Stowe, Tyronne 
Williams, Jerrol 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Everett, Thomas (S) 
Griffin, Larry (S) 

Hall, Delton (CB) 
Holmes, Darryl (S) 
Johnson, David (CB) 
Jones, Gary (CB) 
Lake, Carnell (S) 
Owens, Billy (S) 
Shelton, Richard (CB) 
Woodruff, Dwayne (CB) 
Woodson, Rod (CB) 3-10-65 


SPECIALISTS 

Anderson, Gary (IK) 5-11/175 7-16-59 9 Syracuse W/82 16/0 
OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP 

Kimble Anders, RB; John’ Buddenberg, OT; Gene Cullinane, C-G; Lorenzo Davis, WR; Ron Fair, WR; Jeff Fryar, 
OT; Bob Gordon, WR; Mace Gouldsby, DT; Carlton Haselrig, NT; Adrian Jones, CB; Vernon Kirk, TE; Mitch 
Lee, LB; Mike Ober, DT; Skip Pavlik, G; Pete Rutter, P; Dan Stryzinski, P; Marlin Williams, DE. 

*Not with Pittsburgh in 1989. 

tIncludes totals with both Pittsburgh and another NFL team in 1989. 

Key to abbreviations on page 160, 


Nebraska 
Purdue 
Arkansas 

Idaho State 
Northern Illinois 
Purdue 

Miami (Fla.) 
Georgia 
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3-29-68 Michigan 

Liberty (Va.) 

Virginia 

Bowling Green 

Arizona 

Southern Mississippi 

Florida 

California (Pa.) 

Penn State / 
Virginia Military Institute D6/89 
Middle Tennessee State OFA/87 
Florida State D4/84 
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Nebraska 
Kentucky 

Indiana State 
Eastern Kentucky 
Notre Dame 

East Carolina 
Pittsburgh 
Temple 

Maine 
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Louisiana State 
Louisiana State 
Winston-Salem 
Pittsburgh 

Penn State 
Eastern Kentucky 
Houston 

Auburn 
Northeastern 


Washington State 
Oregon 

Fullerton State 
Florida 

Fort Valley State 
Minnesota 
California 
Pittsburgh 

Union College 
Rutgers 

Purdue 


4 
3 
1 
3 
3 
r 
2 
5 
R 
R 
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2 
4 
4 
3 
R 
5 
8 
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9 
2 
1 
3 
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4 
2 
3 
4 
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Baylor 

North Carolina 
Clemson 

Fort Valley State 
Kentucky 
Texas A&M 
UCLA 
Pittsburgh 
Liberty (Va.) 
Louisville 
Purdue 
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DID YOU KNOW... 


... how young this team is? Twenty-eight of the 39 players drafted by the Steelers in 1987, 1988 and 1989 
made the team’s roster for at least one year, including all 20 selected in the first six rounds. Of the 22 
players starting at the end of 1989, 11 were drafted in the last three years. 
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‘Embarrassed’ Broncos will try, try, try again 


By JOSEPH SANCHEZ 
Denver Post 


ere’s a message for those who 
have grown cynical of the Denver 
Broncos: “Forget it.” 

No, the Broncos are not going to cower 
their way through the 1990 season with 
their heads hung in shame. No, they are 
not going to be too embarrassed to show 
their faces at another Super Bowl. 

“What have we got to lose?” said club- 
house philosopher and wide receiver 
Mark Jackson. “We can’t be any more 
embarrassed than we were in the last 
three.” 

The Broncos were thumped by a cumu- 
lative score of 136-40 in Super Bowls XX], 
XXII and XXIV. Their 55-10 loss to San 
Francisco last season was the most lop- 
sided defeat in Super Bowl! history. But 
still, with the National Football League 
record for futility (they have lost in all 
four appearances in the championship 
game, a record matched only by the Min- 
nesota Vikings) staring them in the face, 
the Broncos have their 1990 sights set on 
Tampa, 

“That’s our goal,’ Coach Dan Reeves 
said. “I know there are probably a lot of 
people that don’t want to see us there 
again, but we’re going to be trying to get 
back to the Super Bowl.” 

The only way to keep the Broncos from 
battling to defend their American Foot- 
ball Conference championship, Reeves 
said, “is if the league legislates some kind 
of rule to keep us out.” 

Besides, he said, a Broncos’ trip to 


Strengths: The 
Broncos’ new group of 
running backs and defen- 
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Tampa may be the only way to test his 
theory. Reeves maintains that the effects 
of reverse altitude after a stay of more 
than 72 hours at a lower elevation pro- 
duces sluggishness, which he blames for 


PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 


sive linemen both were sur- WR 


V. Johnson Young Sharpe 


prisingly strong last season. 


Perry Hamilton 


And both units are expected to 
grow even stronger in 1990. Denver's 


Juriga Davidson 


big-play potential remains the strength 


Kartz Leggett 


of its passing attack. And with two re- 


Widell M. Smith 


cent Pro Bowlers (punter Mike Horan 
in 1988 and field-goal man David 
Treadwell last year), there's nothing 
wrong with Denver's kicking game. 


Lanier = 
Kay =+ Mobley 
M. Jackson 


Verhulst 


Weaknesses: Inconsistency at quar- 


Nattiel 
Kubiak Ellis 


terback and a secondary that needs 


Elway 
Humphrey Sewell Ezor 


impact performances from top draft 
pick Alton Montgomery and sopho- 
more Darren Carrington. The Broncos 
won with ordinary quarterbacking all 


DEFENSE 


Bratton 


Alexander 


through the 1989 season, but fell apart 


Carreker Powers 


when John Elway self-destructed in the 


Kragen Townsend 


Super Bowl. 


Holmes McCullough 


Key to success: A better plan of attack 


Mecklenburg 


on offense, starting with Elway and a 


Brooks Munford 


more controlled passing attack. 
Sure sign of trouble: lf backup quar- 


J. Robinson Dennison 


terback Gary Kubiak is forced to start. 
That’s a fact: In 1988, the Broncos 


Fletcher 


Braxton 


were 0-5 on artificial turf. Not counting 


Carrington Henderson 


the Super Bowl, they were 3-0 in 1989. 
The head coach says: ‘I'm not worried 


Atwater D. Smith 


about John Elway's confidence. | ex- 


Montgomery Robbins 


pect big things of John this year. The 


SPECIALISTS 


only way his confidence will be a prob- 
lem is if people keep telling him it's a K 


Treadwell 


problem." p 


Horan 


KR 


Ezor K. Bell Carrington 


PR 
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The Broncos plan to feature more of running back Bobby Humphrey. 


the three previous flops. 

“T really don’t have any other theories,” 
Reeves said. “I really don’t. When you 
look at it, last year was a great example. 
We were competitive for 18 games and 
then all of a sudden, in the 19th game, 
we're not competitive. The only differ- 
ence was that extra week. 

“T don’t think we do anything different 
than any other teams have done, and I 
don’t think we have a problem handling 
the pressure of the game. I think it’s that 
extra time.” 

With the new 17-week schedule, there 
will not be an extra week to prepare for 
the Super Bowl. “So it shouldn’t be a prob- 
lem,” Reeves said. ‘We wouldn’t go in 
until a day or two before the game.” 

If Denver does show up for the grand 
finale, look for a major change in style. 
Reeves plans to change the emphasis of 
his offense, featuring more of running 
back Bobby Humphrey and less of quar- 
terback John Elway. That means a more 
controlled passing game that will strongly 
resemble the one used by (surprise!) the 


49ers. 
COACHING 


The two easiest criticisms of Reeves 
are that he is stubborn to a fault and that 
he has failed to develop an offense ideally 
suited for his quarterback. 

It may well be that there is no struc- 
tured offense suitable to Elway’s street 
game. But by forcing him into a more 
controlled system, Reeves can at least 
make it look like the Broncos are attack- 
ing with a purpose. 


And such a system will be successful if 
Humphrey can match his 1,15l-yard pro- 
duction of 1989 and if Melvin Bratton and 
Jeff Alexander, a pair of sophomore run- 
ning backs, can start playing like veter- 
ans. Once they do, Elway’s consistency 
also could show marked improvement. 

Ironically, Reeves has been much more 
successful with his defensive decisions. It 
was just last year that he changed defen- 
sive staffs, getting remarkable results 
until that first blowout of the season in 
New Orleans, 

Defensive coordinator Wade Phillips 
worked wonders with a simplified contain 
defense that allowed fewer points than 
any other NFL team. “We'll be a little 
more sophisticated this year," Phillips 
said, “but we'll still be a pretty basic at- 
tacking defense.” 


OFFENSE 


QUARTERBACKS —If the Chicago Bears 
had not beaten Denver to the punch in the 
1990 draft, the Broncos might have en- 
tered camp with Elway’s eventual succes- 
sor on their roster. 

That's how much Reeves liked Florida 
State quarterback Peter Tom Willis, 
“somebody you'd want to develop over 
the next three or four years.” 

Denver’s somebody probably won't be 
Todd Ellis, a former South Carolina quar- 
terback, like Reeves, whom the Broncos 
drafted in the ninth round. But his selec- 
tion was a definite indication that, after 
seven seasons in the league, Elway may 
be in the declining years of his career. 

There are those, in fact, who worry that 
Denver's big-play quarterback may have 
suffered a major breakdown in confi- 
dence after another poor Super Bowl per- 
formance. But Elway is not among them. 
Three straight strikeouts, he said, is just 
one inning. “I'm ready to go to bat again,” 
he said. 

Prediction: Gary Kubiak will be more 
than a backup in 1990. He'll be an alterna- 
tive, 


RUNNING BACKS—In Humphrey and 
Steve Sewell, the Broncos have the fea- 
ture back and the versatile back they 
need. In Bratton and Alexander, they 
have two young power blasters who are 
ready to mature. All should get plenty of 
opportunity to strut their stuff under 
Reeves’ new offensive philosophy. 

Another back who could enter the pic- 
ture is former Michigan State star Blake 
Ezor, who was bypassed by everybody in 
the draft because of his 5-foot-8, 180-pound 
frame, Reeves thinks the speedy young- 
ster can overcome his size problem, 

“I think he’s got an excellent chance to 
return kicks for us," Reeves said, “and 
probably more than that.” 


RECEIVERS—After an off-season in 
which Vance Johnson was beset by per- 
sonal problems, Mark Jackson pondered 
his disappointing 1989 numbers and Ricky 
Nattiel had his cracked kneecap repaired, 
nobody knows what to expect of “The 
Three Amigos” in 1990, particularly if the 
Broncos go to a more controlled passing 
attack. 

Johnson caught 76 passes last fall, but 


Jackson slumped to 28 catches and Nattiel 
managed only 10 in an injury-marred 
nightmare. 

It is probably safe to assume that the 
Broncos will find a spot on their roster for 
Green Bay star Sterling Sharpe's little 
brother, Shannon, a seventh-round draft 
pick out of Savannah State. Sharpe, a con- 
trol receiver, figures to swing between 
wide receiver and a crowd of tight ends at 
H-back. 

The latter would be strictly situational 
because there is nobody on the roster 
strong enough to move veteran tight end 
Clarence Kay out of the starting lineup, 

LINEMEN—When new Atlanta Coach 
Jerry Glanville called to ask Reeves if he 
would be interested in a trade for safety 


“Ah, Fantasy 


Football Leagues. 


Alton Montgomery, Denver's first pick in 
the 1990 draft, he got a positive response, 

“Sure,” Reeves said. “Give me Chris 
Hinton, and it’s a deal,” 

That never happened, but it said a lot 
about Denver's biggest concern: Who will 
line up at left tackle? 

For now, that job belongs to Gerald 
Perry. But Perry has not been a depend- 
able performer on the field and the 
youngster has been beset by personal 
problems off the field. If he can’t straight- 
en things out quickly, look for Reeves to 
make some adjustments. 

That would probably mean moving 
young Monte Smith in at one of the guard 


Continued 


Talk about relaxing 


entertainment... 


Ld 


WHAT!?! we can just hear league commissioners 

all over the country screaming about the endless 

hours and frazzled nerves over how their team is 

performing and how they are going to finish their league reports on time. 


But now, make the Couch Coach package your assistant coach! Let it handle the 
details you don't have time for, like tracking player rankings and coaching performances, 
issuing team rosters, head-to-head reports and financial summaries. Couch Coach 
includes everything needed — easy-to-use software on a disk, easy-to-read manual, 
step-by-step instructions, how-to tips, and quick-reference card. Built-in flexibility lets 
you make your league as simple or sophisticated as you like, with scoring rules 


entirely up to you! 


Fantasy Football - the exciting craze sweeping the nation — makes you the owner, 
manager, and coach of an all-pro team, You form a league of up to 16 "owners". 
Then you draft, buy, sell, and trade talent. . . pick starters and WIN based on actual 


performances of real players. 


If you're not involved in a fantasy league, isn't it about time? Now you'll have an excuse 
for watching the second game of a Sunday doubleheader — YOU OWN SOME OF THOSE 
GUYS!! And Couch Coach is the perfect tool for "rookie" and "pro" fantasy leaguers alike. 


And to help prepare for that ALL-IMPORTANT draft day, use the FANTASY FOOTBALL 
DRAFTER. FFD lets you simulate how your league draft might occur — each time 
you draft, you decide: how many teams (2 to 16), how many players at each posi- 
tion, where the computer will pick (and in how many spots!), plus many more 
options. Best of all, use FFD on draft day for your actual draft and transfer results 
directly into Couch Coach. AND, use FFD to enter our nationwide drafting contest 
for great year-end prizes. FFD is sold separately, and is only $19.95! 


“Couch Coach Computerized Fantasy Sports, from 
Potato League Sports, may be the best of the fantasy bunch...” 
— PC Computing Magazine, January 1989 


Order Now! (if you own the package, you can demand they make you 
commissioner of the league.) POTATO 


To order with Visa or MC call: LEAGUE 


800-537-9228 SPORTS 


You'll Love I€! pept. snr 4569 mission Gorge Pl, #8, San Diego, CA 92120 « (619) 282-8186 


Enclosed please find check or money order for: 
0 $89.95 for Couch Coach Muiti-Sports Package - Covers all sports 
0 $49.95 for Couch Coach Football package. Add $2505 &H 
0 $19.95 for Fantasy Football Drafter (CA residents add 7% sales tax) 


Name. 
Address 
CT es EC ——— I 


Disk Size; 5%" 03%" 


* Works on IBM-PC, PS-2 or compatibles. 
IRM-PC and IRM-PS-2 are registered trademarks of International Business Machines Corp. 
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COACHES 


Head coach—Dan Reeves. 

Assistant coaches— 

Marvin Bass (special assistant). 

Barney Chavous (defensive assistant). 

Mo Forte (running backs). 

Chan pales (offensive coordinator/wide receiv- 
ers). 

George Henshaw (offensive line). 

Earl Leggett (defensive line). 

Rete Mareaneign (tight ends/assistant offensive 
ine). 

Al Miller (strength and conditioning). 

Mike Nolan (linebackers). 

Wade Phillips (defensive coordinator). 

Harold Richardson (special teams). 

Mike Shanahan (quarterbacks). 

Charlie Waters (defensive backs). 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


1989 regular-season record: 11-5 (1st in AFC 
West); 6-2 in division; 9-3 in conference; 6-2 at 
home; 5-3 on road. 

1989 Hebd record: Defeated Steelers, 24-23, 
in AFC semifinals; defeated Browns, 37-21, in AFC 
championship; lost to 49ers, 55-10, in Super Bowl. 
1989 team rankings: total offense, 7th in AFC/ 
15th in NFL; total defense, 2nd/3rd; rushing of- 
fense, 4th/6th; rushing defense, lst/6th; passing 
offense, 11th/23rd; passing defense, 2nd/3rd; 
scoring offense, 4th/T8th; scoring defense, Ist/ 
Ast; takeaways, 1st/2nd; giveaways, T4th/T9th; 
turnover differential, Tlst/T3rd; sacks, 2nd/ 
T4th; sacks allowed, 10th/T16th. 

Reeves’ regular-season record: 85-50-1 in 
nine seasons with Broncos. 

Reeves’ postseason record: 6-5 in five playoffs 
with Broncos (0-3 in Super Bowls). 

Team record last five years: 51-27-1 (.652, 
ranks 4th in league in that span). 


MISCELLANEOUS DATA 


Stadium (capacity): Mile High Stadium 
(76,273). 

Ticket information: Denver Broncos Ticket Of- 
fice, Mile High Stadium, 1900 Eliot, Denver, CO 
80204; 303-433-7466. 

Myre information: Flagship station—KOA, 850 


Training Sr University of Northern Colorado, 
Greeley, Colo.; 303-623-5212. 
peers for rookies July 19; opens for veterans July 
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Bratton” 
Braxton 
Elway: 
Humphrey 
Jackson 

V. Johnson 
Kay 
_Kragen 
Kubiak 
Little 

| Mecklenburg 


Robbins 
Sewell 
Treadwell _ 
Winder 
Young 
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1990 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 9—at Los Angeles Raiders 
Sept. 17—Kansas City (Mon.) 
Sept. 23—Seattle 

Sept. 30—at Buffalo 

Oct. 8—Cleveland (Mon.) 
Oct. 14—Pittsburgh 

Oct. 21—at Indianapolis 

Oct. 28—Open date 

Nov. 4—at Minnesota 

Nov. 11—at San Diego 

Nov. 18—Chicago 

Nov. 22—at Detroit (Thur.) 
Dec. 2—Los Angeles Raiders 
Dec. 9—at Kansas City 

Dec. 16—San Diego 

Dec. 23—at Seattle (Mon.) 
Dec. 30—Green Bay 


Sept. 10—Kansas City 34-20 
Sept. 18—at Buffalo 28-14 
Sept. 24—L.A. Raiders 31-21 
Oct. 1—at Cleveland 13-16 
Oct. 8—San Diego 16-10 
Oct. 15—lIndianapolis 14- 3 
Oct. 22—at Seattle (OT) 24-21 
Oct. 29—Philadelphia 24-28 
Nov. 5—Pittsburgh 34- 7 
Nov. 12—at Kansas City 16-13 
Nov. 20—at Washington 14-10 
Nov. 26—Seattle 41-14 
Dec. 3—at L.A. Raiders (OT) 13-16 
Dec. 10—N.Y. Giants 7-14 
Dec. 16—at Phoenix 37- 0 
Dec. 24—at San Diego 16-19 


Scoring (kicking): David Treadwell, 120 pts. 
(39/40 PATs, 27/33 FGs). 

Scoring (touchdowns): Bobby Humphrey, 48 
pts. (7 rushing, 1 receiving). 

Passing: John Elway, 3,051 yds. (416 att., 223 
comp., 53.6%, 18 TDs, 18 int.). 

Rushing: Bobby Humphrey, 1,151 yds. (3.9 avg., 7 
TDs) 


Receptions: Vance Johnson, 76 (1,095 yds., 14.4 
avg., 7 TDs). 

Interceptions: Tyrone Braxton, 6 (103 yds., 1 
TD). 


Tackles; Karl Mecklenburg, 143 (83 solo, 60 as- 
sisted). 

Sacks: Simon Fletcher, 12 (79 yds.). 

Punting: Mike Horan, 40.4 avg. (77 punts, 3,111 
yds., 0 blocked). 

Punt returns: Ken Bell, 6.8 avg. (21 att., 143 
yds., 0 TDs). 

Kickoff returns: Ken Bell, 20.1 avg. (30 att., 602 
yds., 0 TDs). 


1989 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1990 roster only. 
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positions and moving either Jim Juriga or 
Doug Widell, the Broncos’ current start- 
ers at guard, to left tackle. 

Ken Lanier appears to be secure at the 
right tackle spot and Keith Kartz is solid 
at center. With the retirement of versatile 
Keith Bishop, however, eighth-round 
draftee Brad Leggett is Denver’s only 
backup at center. 


DEFENSE 

LINEMEN—The success of Denver’s 
front wall last season is best reflected by 
the number of times the opposing quarter- 
back was thrown for a loss. The Broncos’ 
47 sacks ranked second in the AFC and 
tied for fourth overall. 

Much of that success can be attributed 
to a pair of veteran newcomers—Alphon- 
so Carreker and Ron Holmes at the defen- 
sive end positions—and undersized nose 
tackle Greg Kragen, who earned his first 
berth in the Pro Bowl. 

Line coach Earl Leggett also has the 
happy task of working promising sopho- 
mores Warren Powers and Richard 
McCullough into the mix, along with vet- 
eran backup nose tackle Andre Town- 
send. Leggett’s only real concern is 
whether his son Brad can stick on the of- 
fensive line. 

LINEBACKERS—In an effort to get even 
more pressure on the quarterback, Phil- 
lips has made another dramatic change at 
linebacker, moving talented and versatile 
Karl Mecklenburg to the left outside posi- 


| } 
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Undersized nose tackle Greg Kra- 
gen earned his first berth in the Pro 
Bowl last season. 


id l 
Until the 1989 playoffs, Denver’s 
rebuilt secondary, including safety 
Steve Atwater, was the pride of its 
defense. 


tion. With Simon Fletcher on the opposite 
wing, look for Denver to boast one of the 
best five-man rushes in pro football. 

That will force Michael Brooks inside, 
where he should line up next to either 
Rick Dennison or monster rookie Jeroy 
Robinson, a fourth-round draft pick out of 
Texas A&M. 

DEFENSIVE BACKS—Until the 1989 play- 
offs, Denver’s rebuilt secondary was the 
pride of its defense. Then the roof caved 
in, first against Pittsburgh’s relentless 
running game and then against San Fran- 
cisco’s pretty passing attack. 

Hello, Alton Montgomery. Where would 
you like to play? The Houston product 
says safety. So look for another recon- 
struction project, with Montgomery mov- 
ing to free safety, Steve Atwater switching 
to strong safety and veteran strong safety 
Dennis Smith moving out. 

Tyrone Braxton is solid at the left cor- 
ner, but sophomore Darren Carrington 
appears to be ready to replace Wymon 
Henderson on the other side. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


With Ezor and a healthy group of 
“amigos,” Reeves is confident the Bron- 
cos’ kick-return unit will regain its lost ef- 
fectiveness. He has no concerns about a 
kicking game that fea- 
tures 1989 Pro Bowl 
place-kicker David 
Treadwell and 1988 Pro 
Bowl punter Mike 
Horan. 


QUARTERBACKS 
Ellis, Todd 

Elway, John 
Kubiak, Gary 
RUNNING BACKS 
Alexander, Jeff 
Bell, Ken 

Bratton, Melvin 
Hampton, Lorenzo 
Humphrey, Bobby 
Sewell, Steve 
Winder, Sammy 
RECEIVERS 
Embree, Jon (TE) 
Haliburton, Ronnie (TE) 
Jackson, Mark 
Johnson, Jason 
Johnson, Vance 
Kay, Clarence (TE) 
Little, David (TE) 
Mobley, Orson (TE) 
Nattiel, Ricky 
Sharpe, Shannon 
Verhulst, Chris (TE) 
Young, Mike 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Bishop, Keith (C-G) 
Coyle, Eric (C) 
Davidson, Jeff (G) 
Hamilton, Darrell (T) 
Juriga, Jim (G-T) 
Kartz, Keith (C) 
Lanier, Ken (T) 
Leggett, Brad (C) 
Perry, Gerald (T) 
Smith, Monte (G) 
Widell, Doug (G) 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Carreker, Alphonso (E) 
Henke, Brad (E) 

Holmes, Ron (E) 
Kragen, Greg (NT) 
McCullough, Jake (E) 
Mraz, Mark (E) 

Powers, Warren (E) 
Provence, Andrew (NT) 
Szymanski, James (E) 
Townsend, Andre (E-NT) 
White, Robb (E) 


LINEBACKERS 
Allert, Ty 

Brooks, Michael 
Curtis, Scott 
Dennison, Rick 
Fletcher, Simon 
Lucas, Tim 
Mecklenburg, Karl 
Munford, Marc 
Robinson, Jeroy 
Stephens, Rod 
Thompson, Anthony 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Atwater, Steve (S) 
Braxton, Tyrone (CB) 
Carrington, Darren (CB) 
Corrington, Kip (S) 
Haynes, Mark (CB) 
Henderson, Wymon (CB) 
Lang, Le-Lo 
Montgomery, Alton 
Robbins, Randy (S) 
Smith, Dennis (S) 
Smith, Elliot 
SPECIALISTS 

Horan, Mike (P) 
Treadwell, David (K) 


6-0/192 
6-0/232 


6-3/290 
6-3/260 


6-3/265 
6-4/270 


6-2/238 


6-1/227 
6-3/213 


6-2/192 


5-11/190 


6-1/175 


OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP 
Chris Allen, DL; Scott Beavers, OL; Karl Brown, DB; Paul Calhoun, DB/P; Scott Erney, QB; Blake Ezor, RB; 
Pierre Goode, WR; Pat Hegarty, QB; Joe Henderson, RB; lan Howfield, K; John Husby, OL; Gene Jelks, DB; 
Tony Jones, WR; Paris McCurdy, TE; Wes McFadden, RB; Brian McPhatter, DB; Darrin Muilenburg, OL; 
Brent Parkinson, OL; Ron Sancho, LB; Greg Smith, OL; Vernon Turner, RB. 


“Not with Denver in 1989. 
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1990 DENVER BRONCOS ROSTER 


College 
South Carolina 
Stanford 
Texas A&M 


Southern University 
Boston College 
Miami (Fla.) 

Florida 

Alabama 

Oklahoma 

Southern Mississippi 


Colorado 
Louisiana State 
Purdue 

Illinois State 
Arizona 

Georgia 

Middle Tennessee State 
Salem (W.Va.) 
Florida 
Savannah State 
Chico State 
UCLA 


Baylor 

Colorado 

Ohio State 

North Carolina 
Illinois 

California 

Florida State 
Southern California 
Southern University 
North Dakota 
Boston College 


Florida State 
Arizona 
Washington 
Utah State 
Clemson 

Utah State 
Maryland 
South Carolina 
Michigan State 
Mississippi 
South Dakota 


Texas 
Louisiana State 
New Hampshire 
Colorado State 
Houston 
California 
Minnesota 
Nebraska 
Texas A&M 
Georgia Tech 
East Carolina 


Arkansas 

North Dakota State 
Northern Arizona 
Texas A&M 
Colorado 
Nevada-Las Vegas 
Washington 
Houston 

Arizona 

Southern California 
Alcorn State 


Long Beach State 
Clemson 


tIncludes totals with both Denver and another NFL team in 1989. 
Key to abbreviations on page 160. 
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DID YOU KNOW... 


_.. that Denver’s Dan Reeves, who is tied for third in NFL tenure with Washington’s Joe Gibbs, behind 
Pittsburgh's Chuck Noll and Miami’s Don Shula, is the fourth-youngest coach in the league at age 46? 


08/83 16/1 


FA/89 14/6 


SupD1/89 16/12 
D1/85 16/3 
05/82 16/2 


UFA/90 


D2a/89 
UFA/89 


/ 
UFA/90 
D10b/90 


16/16 
16/16 


/81 /1 
UFA/90 = *2/0 
FA/86 


16/0 
Tr. /89 


16/0 
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- Once-proud Chiefs are back on NFL warpath 


By RICK GOSSELIN 
Kansas City Star 


») = arty Schottenheimer's top priori- 
ty in his first season as Kansas 
City coach was to raise the level 
of expectations. Now, entering his second 
season with the Chiefs, he is working 
overtime to keep expectations from run- 
ning rampant. 

The Chiefs and their fans had little to 
look forward to before Schottenheimer 
arrived, They had posted only two win- 
ning seasons in 15 years and had ap- 
peared in one playoff game in 17 years. 

But Schottenheimer guided the 1989 
Chiefs to an 8-7-1 record and they were 
playing as well as any team in the Ameri- 
can Football Conference at the end of the 
year, They won four of their last five 
games, including road victories over play- 
off contenders Green Bay and Miami, and 
barely missed qualifying for the playoffs. 

Schottenheimer helped the Chiefs shat- 
ter all of their old jinxes. They won on the 
road, they won indoors and they won on 
grass. They swept two-game series from 
both Seattle and Miami and hammered 
playoff-bound Houston, 34-0. 

“T don't think you'll see people look at 
us on their schedule anymore and say, 
_ ‘That’s a victory,’”’ offensive tackle Irv 
Eatman said, “We've served notice that 
' we can beat anybody in the NFL.” 

The Chiefs believe they have the man- 
power to compete with the Denver Bron- 
' cos for the AFC Western Division title in 
- 1990. That would automatically make 
them AFC championship contenders, be- 


Strengths: The NFL's 
best rusher and the 
AFC's best defense (268.3 


cause the Broncos have taken conference 
honors in three of the last four years. 


COACHING 


Schottenheimer has taken over losing 
teams in each of his two NFL stops (he 
coached the Cleveland Browns from 1984 
through '88), but he has never endured a 
losing season. In his five full campaigns, 
Schottenheimer’'s teams have produced a 
48-30-l record while producing three divi- 
sion titles and two second-place finishes. 

One of his assistants, Al Saunders, was 
formerly head coach of the San Diego 
Chargers, and two others, defensive coor- 
dinator Bill Cowher and defensive backs 
coach Tony Dungy, are considered prime 
head coaching candidates. 


OFFENSE 


QUARTERBACKS—Steve DeBerg is the 
incumbent. He opened and closed the 1989 
season as the starter and completed 60.5 
percent of his passes. 

But in between, the veteran was twice 
yanked by Schottenheimer, once in favor 
of Ron Jaworski and once in favor of 
Steve Pelluer, Injuries forced DeBerg 
back into the starting job on both occa- 
sions, 

DeBerg's big problem is interceptions 
—he threw 16 last season In 324 pass at- 
tempts. His days could be numbered be- 
cause the Chiefs have made heavy invest- 
ments in two younger quarterbacks, and 
both figure to make a run at the starting 
job. 

The Chiefs took Mike Elkins in the sec- 
ond round of the 1989 draft and acquired 


PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 


yards per game). Christian WR 


Paige F. Jones Birden 


Okoye gets the ball 30 times a LT 
game, which allows the Chiefs to 


Alt Graham Baldinger 


control the clock. That keeps a de- u 
fense stocked with seven Pro Bowl c 


Baldinger Harris Neville 


Webster Grunhard _ Harris 


Veterans Well rested. RG 


Lutz Winters Szott 


Weaknesses; The Chiefs lack depth at RT 


Eatman Woods Lutz 


running back and consistency at quar- 


Roberts Whitaker 


terback. If Okoye goes down, the 
Chiefs must change gears—and pass- WR 


TE Hayes 


Mandley R. Thomas Worthen 


ing is not a strength. Both Steve De- QB 


Pelluer DeBerg Elkins 


Berg and Steve Pelluer have thrown HB 


Saxon Heard McNair 


more career interceptions than TD FB 


Okoye Word Gamble 


passes. 
Key to success: The further develop- 
ment of end Neil Smith on the left side 


DEFENSE 


of the defense, and linebacker Derrick 
Thomas on the right side, Both are on 


N. Smith Bell Hackemack 
Saleaumua Meisner Sims 


the verge of greatness, 


Maas Griffin Shorts 


Sure sign of trouble: A joss at home in 


Martin Cooper Hudson 


the season opener to NFC Central 
champion Minnesota. The Chiefs. then 


Snow Ashley Ward 


play four of their next six games on the 


Hackett _ McGovern Rogers 


road, and a 2-4 start last season kept 


D. Thomas Snipes Marts 


them from ever challenging the Bron- 


Lewis Pearson) Washington 


cos in the AFC West. 


Ross Petry J. Thomas 


That's a fact: Since jt opened in 1972, 
Arrowhead Stadium has hosted 133 


Porter Burruss Griffin 


Kansas City home games—but not a 


Cherry Donaldson Copeland 


single playoff contest. 
The head coach says: ‘We've laid a 


SPECIALISTS 


N. Lowery 


Okoye 


foundation. We've got a place to go. | K 
promise you we're going to get after it P 
and keep after it until we're able to KR 


Goodburn 
McNair 


Cherry 
Gamble 


Huckaby 


grab the brass ring,” PR 


Worthen Mandley Huckaby 
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Pelluer from Dallas last October. They 
like Elkins’ arm and Pelluer’s experience 
and poise. In 1988, Pelluer passed for 3,139 
yards and 17 touchdowns for the Cowboys. 


RUNNING BACKS—As long as Christian 
Okoye, the human bulldozer, remains 
healthy, the Chiefs are set at running 
back. Okoye led the NFL with 1,480 yards 
rushing on a league-high 370 carries last 
season. He is a 260-pound battering ram 
who dishes out more than he takes, But he 
also has a history of injury problems. 

Herman Heard is the incumbent al 
halfback, but the veteran rushed for only 
216 yards in 1989. The Chiefs figure to 
take a long look at Kenny Gamble, a pro- 
lific NCAA Division I-AA rusher at Colgate 
who has seen most of his action on special 
teams in his first two NFL seasons, and 
versatile James Saxon, who lacks fullback 
size and halfback speed but has been pro- 
ductive at both positions. 

Barry Word, who served time in prison 
on federal drug charges in 1986 and hasn't 
played since 1988, also could be a factor at 
fullback, 


RECEIVERS—How desperate are the 
Chiefs for speed on the flank? 

Of the club’s 10 receptions for 30 or 
more yards last season, Stephone Paige 
had seven of them—and he is not one of 
the faster wide receivers in the league. 
Neither is the other wideout, Pele Mand- 
ley, who has reliable hands and plenty of 
courage but doesn't get much yardage 
after the catch. 

The Chiefs have high hopes for 1989 
draft pick Robb Thomas, a sixth-rounder 
from Oregon State, and 1990 draftee Fred 
Jones, a fourth-rounder out of Grambling 
Stale, Both have outstanding speed, and 
Jones has been compared to Brian 
Blades, a Pro Bowl receiver for the Seat- 
tle Seahawks. 

The sleeper of the group could be J.J. 
Birden, a real burner whom Schotten- 
heimer drafted while at Cleveland in 1988. 
Birden, who has spent the last two years 
rehabilitating from a serious knee injury, 
appeared to be at full speed when the 
Chiefs invited him to their spring mini- 
camp. 

Jonathan Hayes, primarily a blocker, 
returns to his tight end position. Alfredo 
Roberts is available in passing situations. 

LINEMEN—Schottenheimer leaned back 
in his office chair and ticked off the num- 
bers: “306, 305, 303, 300, 298, 292, 292....” 
They sounded good to him then and 
they'll look even better this fall when they 
move off paper and onto the football field. 

The Chiefs figure to have one of the 
largest offensive lines ever assembled 
with Michael Harris (306 pounds), Derrick 
Graham (305), David Lutz (303), John Alt 
(300), Eatman (298), Rich Baldinger (292) 
and Tim Grunhard (292). The runt of the 
litter is center Mike Webster, who checks 
in at a measly 260 but is a giant in other 
ways. Webster has gone to more Pro 
Bowls (nine) than any offensive lineman 
in NFL history. But he’s 38 years old and 


Neil Smith stepped out of his 1988 


rookie funk and into a starring role 
on the Chiefs’ defensive line. 


will be pushed for his starting job by 
Grunhard, the Chiefs’ second-round draft 
pick out of Notre Dame. 

The Chiefs also used a fifth-round draft 
pick on Graham, an Appalachian State 
product who probably will spend most of 
his first season as a backup tackle. 

Alt and Eatman are both Pro Bowl-cali- 
ber tackles and Lutz made a smooth tran- 
sition from tackle to guard last season. 
But Baldinger will be pressed at left guard 
by the mammoth Harris. 

A potential starting lineup of Grunhard, 
Lutz, Harris, Alt and Eatman would aver- 
age 6-foot-5 and 300 pounds, 


DEFENSE 


LINEMEN—Neil Smith stepped out of 
his 1988 rookie funk and into a starring 
role on the Chiefs’ defensive line. Among 
Smith’s second-season highlights were 614 
sacks and his first NFL touchdown— 
scored on a fumble recovery. The Chiefs 
think he’s one of the best run defenders in 
the league. 

But the biggest surprise of the 1989 
campaign was nose tackle Dan Saleau- 
mua, a free-agent signee who stepped in 
when Bill Maas was injured and played 
exceptionally well. He was so good, in 
fact, that the Chiefs plan to move Maas, a 
two-time Pro Bowler, to right end. 

Maas should improve the Chiefs’ run 
defense on that side, while last year’s 


Continued 


1990 KANSAS CITY CHIEFS ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS 
DeBerg, Steve 

Elkins, Mike 
Jaworski, Ron 
Karcher, Ken 

Pelluer, Steve 
RUNNING BACKS 
Gamble, Kenny (KR) 
Harmon, Kevin 

Heard, Herman 
McNair, Todd (KR) 
Okoye, Christian 
Owens, Michael 
Saxon, James 
Thompson, Ernest 
Word, Barry 
RECEIVERS 

Harry, Emile 

Hayes, Jonathan (TE) 
Hudson, Craig (TE) 
Jeffery, Tony 

Jones, Fred 

Jones, Rod (TE) 
Mandley, Pete 

Paige, Stephone 
Roberts, Alfredo (TE) 
Thomas, Robb 

Ware, Timmie 
Worthen, Naz 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Alt, John (T) 
Baldinger, Rich (G/T) 
Cannon, Mark (C) 
Chilton, Gene (C/G) 
Eatman, Irv (T) 
Graham, Derrick (T) 
Grunhard, Tim (C/G) 
Harris, Michael (C/G) 
Lutz, David (G/T) 
Morris, Michael (C) 
Neville, Tom (G) 
Szott, David (G) 
Webster, Mike (C) 
Winters, Frank (C/G) 
Woods, Rob (T) 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Bell, Mike (E) 

Griffin, Leonard (E) 
Hackemack, Ken (T) 
Maas, Bill (NT/E) 
Meisner, Greg (E/NT) 
Saleaumua, Dan (NT) 
Shorts, Peter (E) 

Sims, Tom (DT) 

Smith, Neil (E) 


LINEBACKERS 
Ashley, Walker Lee 
Cooper, Louis 
Hackett, Dino 
Martin, Chris 
McCabe, Jerry 
McGovern, Rob 
Snipes, Angelo 
Snow, Percy 
Thomas, Derrick 
Ward, David 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Burruss, Lloyd (S) 
Cherry, Deron (S) 
Copeland, Danny (S/KR) 
Donaldson, Jeff (S) 
Griffin, James (S) 
Hill, Will (S) 
Johnson, Sidney (CB) 
Lewis, Albert (CB) 
Pearson, Jayice (CB) 
Petry, Stan (CB) 
Porter, Kevin (S) 
Ross, Kevin (CB) 
Thomas, Johnny 
Washington, Charles 
SPECIALISTS 
Goodburn, Kelly (P) 
Lowery, Nick (K) 
Nittmo, Bjorn (K) 
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OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP: 
Bryan Barker, P; J.J. Birden, WR; Willie Davis, WR; Norman Floyd, CB; Howard Huckaby, WR; Lee Johnson, 
NT; Bill Jones, RB; Mike Kiselak, G; Bren Lowery, RB; Lonnie Marts, LB; Sherrod Rainge, S; Tracy Rogers, 
LB; Rich Schonewolf, DT; Eric Thomas, LB; Danta Whitaker, TE; Troy Wolkow, G. 


*Not with Kansas City in 1989. 


Born 
1-9-54 
7-20-66 
3-23-51 
7-1-63 
7-29-62 


3-8-65 
10-26-65 
11-24-61 
10-7-65 
8-16-61 
4-7-68 
3-23-66 
3-25-67 
7-17-64 


4-14-62 
5-27-56 
7-26-66 


NFL 

Exp. College 

14 = San Jose State 

2 Wake Forest 

16 Youngstown State 
3 Tulane 

7 Washington 


Colgate 

Towa 

Southern Colorado 
Temple 

Azusa Pacific 
Syracuse 

San Jose State 
Georgia Southern 
Virginia 


NAwWDHLM~AAwWrh 


Stanford 

Iowa 

Wisconsin 

San Jose State 
Grambling 
Washington 
Northern Arizona 
Fresno State 
Miami ( Fla.) 
Oregon State 
Southern California 
North Carolina State 
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Towa 
Wake Forest 
Texas-Arlington 


Appalachian State 
Notre Dame 
Grambling 

Georgia Tech 


Fresno State 
Penn State 
Wisconsin 
Western Illinois 
Arizona 
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Colorado State 
Grambling 
Texas 
Pittsburgh 
Pittsburgh 
Arizona State 
Illinois State 
Pittsburgh 
Nebraska 


Lae eal 


Penn State 
Western Carolina 
Appalachian State 
Auburn 

Holy Cross 

Holy Cross 

West Georgia 
Michigan State 
Alabama 

Southern Arkansas 
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Maryland 

Rutgers 

Eastern Kentucky 
Colorado 


a) 
co 


Bishop College 
California 
Grambling 
Washington 
Texas Christian 
Auburn 

Temple 

Baylor 
Cameron 


Emporia State 
Dartmouth 
Appalachian State 
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tIncludes totals with both Kansas City and another NFL team in 1989. 
Key to abbreviations on page 160, 


DID YOU KNOW... 


... that Christian Okoye has lost only 10 fumbles in 632 career carries, an average of one every 63.2 attempts? 


Northeast Missouri St. 


Middle Tennessee State 


How ’89 Games 
acq. GP/GS 
Tr./88 12/10 
D2/89 1/0 
UFA/89 6/3 
FA/90 0/0 
Tr./89 5/3 
D10/88 2/0 
UFA/90 = *4/0 
D3/84 16/10 
D8b/89 =—-14/0 
02/87 15/14 
D9/90 = 
D6/88 16/2 
D11/90 — 
FA/90 0/0 
FA/86 16/6 
02/85 16/16 
D10/90 — 
D12/90 = 
D4/90 = 
UFA/90 = °4/0 
FA/89 13/12 
OFA/83 14/12 
08/88 16/2 
D6/89 8/1 
UFA/90 °13/0 
03/89 10/1 
Dlb/84 16/16 
FA/83 16/8 
FA/89 11/0 
FA/89 16/0 
D8/83 13/13 
D5a/90 =_ 
D2/90 - 
OFA/89 3/0 
02/83 16/16 
UFA/90 +16/0 
A/90 IR 
07/90 _ 
UFA/89 16/16 
UFA/90 *15/0 
UFA/90 *IR 
Dla/79 15/6 
D3/86 = 16/11 
D5b/90 = 
Dla/84 10/10 
UFA/89 =: 12/0 
UFA/89 =: 16/8 
UFA/90 = *1/0 
D6/90 - 
D1/88 15/15 
UFA/89 16/15 
FA/85 16/0 
02/86 = 13/13 
FA/88 16/16 
FA/90 IR 
D10/89 = 16/2 
FA/87 2/0 
D1/90 — 
01/89 = :16/16 
UFA/90 *16/0 
D3c/81 9/1 
OFA/81 15/15 
UFA/89 16/0 

FA/90 °14/14 
UFA/90 *16/1 
A/90 0/0 
FA/90 0/0 
D3/83 16/16 
FA/86 16/3 
03/89 16/0 
D3/88 16/16 
07/84 15/13 
FA/90 = °13/0 
UFA/90 *16/0 
FA/87 16/0 
FA/80 16/0 
UFA/90 = *6/0 
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COACHES 


Head coach—Marty Schottenheimer. 
Assistant coaches— 

Bruce Arians (running backs), 

Russ Ball (assistant strength and conditioning). 
Bill Cowher (defensive coordinator /linebackers). 
Tony Dungy (defensive backs). 

Jim Erkenbeck (offensive line/tight ends). 
Howard Mudd (offensive line). 

Joe Pendry (offensive coordinator/quarterbacks). 
Tom Pratt (defensive line). 

Dave Redding (strength and conditioning), 

Al Saunders (receivers). 

Kurt Schottenheimer (special teams). 

Darvin Wallis (quality control). 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


1989 regular-season record: 8-7-1 (2nd in AFC 
West); 3-5 in division; 6-7-1 in conference; 5-3 at 
home; 3-4-1 on road. 

1989 playoff record: None. 

1989 team rankings: total offense, 6th in AFC/ 
13th in NFL; total defense, lst/2nd; rushing of- 
fense, 3rd/4th; rushing defense, 4th/12th; passing 
offense, 9th/21st; passing defense, 1st /2nd; scor- 
ing offense, 7th/17th; scoring defense, 4th/ 
8th; takeaways, 1LOth/20th; giveaways, T11th/ 
T21st; turnover differential, LOth/21st; sacks, 
T7th/T16th; sacks allowed, 2nd/3rd, 
Schottenheimer’s regular-season record: 8- 
7-1 in one season with Chiefs; 52-34-1 overall in 
six NFL seasons with Chiefs and Browns. 
Schottenheimer's postseason record: 2-4 in 
four playoffs with Browns. A 
Team record last five years; 32-45-2 (.418, 
ranks 21st in league in that span), 


MISCELLANEOUS DATA 


Stadium (capacity): Arrowhead Stadium 
(78,067), 

Ticket information: Kansas Gity Chiefs Ticket 
Office, One Arrowhead Drive, Kansas City, MO 
64129; 816-924-9300. 

oa, information: Flagship station—KCFX, 101 


M. 
Training camp: William Jewell College, Liberty, 
Mo.; 816-924-9300. Opens for rookies and veter- 
ans July 22. 


1990 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 9—Minnesota 

Sept. 17—at Denver (Mon.) 
Sept. 23—at Green Bay 

Sept. 30—Cleveland 

Oct. 7—at Indianapolis 

Oct. 14—Detroit 

Oct. 21—at Seattle 

Oct. 28—Open date 

Nov. 4—Los Angeles Raiders 
Nov. 11—Seattle 

Nov. 18—San Diego 

Noy, 25—at Los Angeles Raiders 
Dec. 2—at New England 
Dec. 9—Denver 

Dec. 16—Houston 

Dec. 23—at San Diego 

Dec. 30—at Chicago 


Sept. 10—at Denver 20-34 
Sept. 17—L.A, Raiders 24-19 
Sept. 24—at San Diego 6-21 
Oct. 1—Cincinnati 17-21 
Oct. 8—at Seattle 20-16 
Oct. 15—at L.A. Raiders 14-20 
Oct. 22—Dallas 36-28 
Oct. 29—at Pittsburgh 17-23 
Nov, 5—Seattle 20-10 
Nov. 12—Denver 13-16 
Nov, 19—at Cleveland 10-10 
Nov. 26—Houston 34- 0 
Dec. 3—Miami 26-21 
Dec. 10—at Green Bay 21- 3 
Dec. 17—-San Diego 13-20 
Dec. 24—at Miami 27-24 


Gabe (kicking): Nick Lowery, 106 pts. 

(34/35 PATs, 24/33 FGs). 

Scoring (touchdowns): Christian Okoye, 72 pts. 

(12 rushing). 

Passing: Steve DeBerg, 2,529 yds, (324 att., 196 

comp., 60.5%, 11 TDs, 16 int.). 

coe Christian Okoye, 1,480 yds. (4.0 avg., 12 
5 


Receptions: Stephone Paige, 44 (759 yds., 17.3 
avg., 2 TDs), 

interceptions: Albert Lewis, 4 (37 yds., 0 TDs); 
Kevin Ross, 4 (29 yds., 0 TDs). 

Tackles: Deron Cherry, 87 (45 solo, 42 assisted). 
Sacks: Derrick Thomas, 10 (95.5 yds.). 

Punting: Kelly Goodburn, 40.1 avg, (67 punts, 
2,688 yds., 0 blocked). 

Punt returns: Pete Mandley, 7.9 avg. (19 att., 
151 yds., 0 TDs). 

Kickoff returns: Danny Copeland, 17.9 avg. (26 
att., 466 yds., 0 TDs), 


1989 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1990 roster only. 


Name 
DeBerg 
Gamble _ 
_Harry 
Hayes 
_Heard 
Jaworski 
Lowery 
Maas =. 
Mandley 
_MeNair 
Nittmo 
Okoye 
Paige 
Pearson 
Pelluer 
Roberts 
Saxon 
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starter, Leonard Griffin, will be available 
in passing situations. Griffin, like Smith, 
recorded 614 sacks. 

Tom Sims, a sixth-round draft pick, 
could become the third Pittsburgh alum- 
hus on the line, joining Maas and backup 
nose tackle Greg Meisner. 

LINEBACKERS—Two years ago, when 
the Chiefs were forced to finish the season 
with Aaron Pearson, Jerry McCabe, Ange- 
lo Snipes and Tim Cofield, linebacking 
was a major weakness. Now, it is argu- 
ably one of the Chiefs’ strengths. 

The Chiefs have drafted the last two 
Butkus Award winners, Derrick Thomas 
in 1989 and Michigan State’s Percy Snow 
in 1990, and Dino Hackett now ranks 
among the league's better inside men. 
Thomas, playing the right outside posi- 
tion, recorded 10 sacks and enjoyed an 
outstanding rookie season, but the Chiefs 
say that left outside linebacker Chris Mar- 
tin actually graded out better. Martin fin- 
ished second on the team with 82 tackles, 
recorded four sacks and forced four fum- 
bles. 

Snow will push incumbent Walker Lee 
Ashley for the other inside spot. The 
Chiefs also are high on Rob McGovern, a 
10th-round draft pick in 1989, 

DEFENSIVE BACKS—The Chiefs had the 
AFC's best pass defense last season (they 
allowed 157.9 yards per game) and can 
line up four Pro Bowl veterans in the sec- 
ondary—cornerbacks Albert Lewis and 
Kevin Ross and safeties Lloyd Burruss 
and Deron Cherry. 

Kevin Porter, a big hitter, actually 
started ahead of Burruss last season and 
the Chiefs fortified the safety position by 
signing a pair of veteran free agents—Jeff 
Donaldson from Houston and James Grif- 
fin from Detroit. Donaldson was signed as 
insurance for Cherry, who underwent re- 
constructive knee surgery in December 
and might not be ready for the start of the 
season. 

When healthy, Cherry is the best free 
safety in the AFC. He went to six consecu- 
tive Pro Bowls from 1983-88 and ranks 
fifth among active players with 43 career 
interceptions, 

Lewis and Ross, who both played in the 
Pro Bowl last season, excel at bump-and- 
run coverage, and the Chiefs think nickel 
back Jayice Pearson could start for a lot 
of teams. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


With 1,006 points in the 1980s, Nick 
Lowery ranked as one of the premier 
place-kickers of the decade. But the leg 
that once consistently boomed 50-plus- 
yard field goals now seldom reaches the 
goal line with kickoffs. So, the Chiefs 
signed free agent Bjorn Nittmo to give 
Lowery competition. 

Punter Kelly Goodburn averaged 40.1 
yards per kick last season and excelled at 
pinning opponents against the goal line. 

The return game is 
shaky, but rookie free 
agent Howard Huckaby, 
an outstanding kick re- 
turner at Florida A&M, 
could help. 


Raiders want to head north—in the standings 


By JAY LAWRENCE 
Orange County Register 


») Ithough their planned return to 

__ Oakland fell through in April, the 

~~ Los Angeles Raiders still figure 
they can move north in 1990, 

The Raiders’ ability to rise in the 
American Football Conference Western 
Division standings, however, will depend 
on how well management can patch big 
holes at linebacker and offensive tackle. 

The most severe problem—harmony in 
the locker room—apparently was solved 
last October, when Mike Shanahan was 
replaced as coach by Art Shell. Shana- 
han’s relationship with Raiders Managing 
General Partner Al Davis had been 
strained for nearly a year, and many play- 
ers had privately grumbled about Shana- 
han’s rules, such as no sitting on helmets 
at practice. 

The players immediately embraced 
Shell, who has been a member of the 
Raiders’ organization, both as a Hall of 
Fame offensive tackle and assistant 
coach, since 1968. More important, howev- 
er, Shell had Davis’ support—a luxury 
Shanahan never enjoyed. 

And even though the planned move to 
Oakland was blocked, Shell plans to re- 
turn the 1990 Raiders to their roots. 

“We'll do the things the Raiders have 
always been known for,” Shell said. “We'll 
use a power running game, we'll throw 
deep and we'll come after the quarter- 
back.” 

To help accomplish those goals, the 
Raiders signed Pro Bow! guard Max Mon- 


Strengths: The 
Raiders could field an 
Olympic relay team with 
wide receivers Willie Gault, wr 


Defensive end Howie Long re- 
gained his Pra Bowl form in 1989. 


toya, a free agent who played for Cincin- 
nati last season, and used their first two 
draft picks on pass-rush specialists—de- 
fensive end Anthony Smith of Arizona and 
outside linebacker Aaron Wallace of 
Texas A&M. 


PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 


Fernandez 


T. Brown 


Sam Graddy, Tim Brown and Lt 


Graves 


FitzPatrick Wright 


Fernandez. Those speed- 
sters, combined with tight end Mike 
Dyal, give Coach Art Shell plenty of c 
weapons for the vertical passing game. RG 
Ends Howie Long and first-round draft 
pick Anthony Smith should give the 
Raiders a formidable pass rush. 


LG Montoya Gesek Turk 
Mosebar Turk Gesek 


Wisniewski Gesek Turk 
RT Wilkerson Wright Rother 
TE Dyal Horton Junkin 


COACHING 


Shell decided to retain Shanahan’s de- 
fensive staff, but he made significant 
changes in the offensive setup. 

Tom Walsh, who served as quarter- 
backs coach last season, is expected to 
take a more active role in supervising the 
entire offense. Walsh is an advocate of 
Davis’ beloved “vertical game.” 

Former Illinois coach Mike White, who 
was hired as a special assignments coach, 
probably will work with the quarterbacks. 
Kim Helton, who had served as Houston’s 
offensive line coach for the last three sea- 
sons, will work in a similar capacity with 
the Raiders, replacing Alex Gibbs, a close 
friend of Shanahan'’s who moved to San 
Diego. 

Former Chargers front-office executive 
Steve Ortmayer, who was fired during the 
off-season, returns to the Raiders as spe- 
cial-teams coach and personnel assistant, 
Ortmayer had been on the Raiders’ staff 
from 1978-86. 


OFFENSE 


QUARTERBACKS—Now it’s official: The 
Raiders came out on the losing end of the 
trade that sent offensive tackle Jim La- 
chey and five draft picks to Washington 
for Jay Schroeder in September 1988. 

In two seasons, Schroeder has been 
paid $1.9 million by the Raiders for throw- 
ing 21 touchdown passes and 26 intercep- 
tions. Lachey was named to The Sporting 
News’ 1989 All-Pro team. Schroeder lost 
his starting job—and possibly his confi- 
dence—last season. He became a veteran 
free agent in February and his future in 
Los Angeles was uncertain. 

Steve Beuerlein, who replaced 
Schroeder, impressed teammates with his 
cool leadership. Beuerlein has enough 
arm strength to flourish in the deep-pass- 
ing attack, but he must demonstrate an 
ability to win games, not merely avoid 
mistakes. 

The Raiders spent the off-season look- 
ing for a veteran quarterback to back up 


Beuerlein, but were not impressed with 
the list of free agents. 


RUNNING BACKS—Trouble is brewing. 

Marcus Allen no longer wants to play a 
secondary role to Bo Jackson, and Jack- 
son's future in pro football remains 
cloudy. Before spraining his ankle in the 
fifth game last year, Allen said he would 
not move to fullback to accommodate 
Jackson. 

Ideally, Davis would like to trade Allen, 
whom he seems to dislike for unknown | 
reasons. But because of his baseball 
schedule, Jackson does not arrive until 
the sixth game and, without Allen, the 
Raiders are punchless. Allen missed the 
exhibition season because of a contract 
dispute last season and the Raiders 
averaged 55 yards rushing per game. 

Couple that with the continuing threat 


Alexander 
Schroeder 
Mueller 
Strachan 


Weaknesses: The Raiders keep WA Gault 
searching for the next Art Shell at left QB Beuerlein 
tackle—and Rory Graves is a poor imi- RB Allen 
tation, The Raiders have little depthin FR Ss. Smith 
their linebacking corps and there is lit- 

DEFENSE 


tle punch behind Marcus Allen .. . until 
Bo Jackson arrives in mid-October, LE tan Wise A. Smith 


B. Jackson 
Porter 


Key to success: The rapid develop- = 
ment of outside linebacker Aaron Wal- =. NT____Golic Pickel 


lace, a second-round draft pick, the RE S. Davis A, Smith Townsend 


health of inside linebacker Riki Ellison, LOLB Wallace L. King 


who missed the '89 season because of LILB J. Robinson Hunley 
a broken arm, and the improvement of RILB. Ellison Beton 


Graves. Sar —es————__—_ 
Sure sign of trouble: if Allen holds out ROLB Townsend E. Kin 
again, or if the new linebackers don't McDaniel R. Brown 
have an immediate impact. Washington Price 
That’s a fact: The self-proclaimed Harden Streeter 
E. Anderson McElroy 


“most successful organization in pro 
SPECIALISTS 


sports” has not had a winning season 
or reached the playoffs since 1985. 
K Jaeger Gossett 
Gossett Beuerlein 


The head coach says: "| don't think 

we're that far away. We don't need 
R. Brown Holland 
R. Brown Holland 


major changes. If we go out there and P 
have fun, the victories will take care of KR 
themselves.” PR 


Continued 


The Sporting News 1990 Pro Football Yearbook * 143 


COACHES 


Head coach—Art Shell. 

Assistant coaches— 

Dave Adolph (defense). 

Fred Biletnikoff (receivers). 

Sam Gruneisen (linebackers). 

Kim Helton (offensive line). 

Odis McKinney (special projects). 

Steve Ortmayer (football operations/special 
teams). 

Terry Robiskie (tight ends). 

Joe Scannella (offensive backfield). 

Todd Sperber (strength and conditioning). 

Jack Stanton (defensive backfield). 

Bill Urbanik (defensive line). 

Tom Walsh (offense). 

Mike White (quarterbacks). 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


1989 regular-season record: 8-8 (3rd in AFC 
West); 3-5 in division; 6-6 in conference; 7-1 at 
home; 1-7 on road. 

1989 playoff record: None. 

1989 team rankings: total offense, 10th in AFC/ 
19th in NFL; total defense, 5th/10th; rushing of- 
fense, 5th/9th; rushing defense, 7th/ 16th; passing 
offense, 13th/25th; passing defense, 4th/5th; 
scoring offense, 8th/18th; scoring defense, 6th/ 
10th; takeaways, T7th/T15th; giveaways, 7th/ 
15th; turnover differential, T7th/T16th; sacks, 
9th/18th; sacks allowed, 11th/18th, 

Shell’s regular-season record: 7-5 in one sea- 
son with Raiders. 

Shell's postseason record: None. 

Team record last five years: 40-39 (.506, ranks 
15th in league in that span). 


MISCELLANEOUS DATA 
Stadium (capacity): Los Angeles Memorial Coli- 
seum (92,488). 

Ticket information: Los Angeles Raiders Ticket 
Office, 332 Center St., El Segundo, CA 90245; 
213-322-5901 


ene information: Flagship station—KFI, 640 


Training camp: Oxnard, Calif. Opens for rookies 
July 15; opens for veterans July 22. 


1990 SCHEDULE 


Sept, 9—Denver 

Sept. 16—at Seattle 

Sept. 23—Pittsburgh 

Sept. 30—Chicago 

Oct. 7—al Buffalo 

Oct. 14—Seattle 

Oct. 21—at San Diego 
Oct. 28—Open date 

Nov. 4—at Kansas City 
Nov. 11—Green Bay 

Nov. 19—at Miami (Mon. ) 
Nov, 25—Kansas City 

Dec. 2—at Denver 

Dec. 10—at Detroit (Mon.) 
Dec. 16—Cincinnati 

Dec. 22—at Minnesota (Sat.) 
Dec. 30—San Diego 


Sept, 10—San Diego 40-14 
Sept. 17—at Kansas City 19-24 
Sept. 24—at Denver 21-31 
Oct. 1—Seattle 20-24 
Oct. 9—al N.Y. Jets 14-7 
Oct. 15—Kansas City 20-14 
Oct. 22—at Philadelphia 7-10 
Oct. 29—Washington 37-24 
Nov. 5—Cincinnati 28- 7 
Nov. 12—at San Diego 12-14 
Nov. 19—at Houston 7-23 
Noy. 26—New England 24-21 
Oct. 3—Denver (OT) 16-13 
Dec. 10—Phoenix 16-14 
Dec, 17—at Seattle 17-23 
Dec. 24—at N.Y. Giants 17-34 


Scoring (kicking): Jeff Jaeger, 103 pts. (34/34 

PATs, 23/34 FGs). 

Scoring (touchdowns): Mervyn Fernandez, 54 

pts. (9 receiving), 

Passing; Steve Beuerlein, 1,677 yds. (217 att., 

108 comp., 49.8%, 13 TDs, 9 int). 

Rushing: Bo Jackson, 950 yds. (5.5 avg., 4 TDs). 

Receptions: Mervyn Fernandez, 57 (1,069 yds., 

18.8 avg,, 9 TDs), 

Lc ded Eddie Anderson, 5 (233 yds., 2 
5) 


Tackles: Tom Benson, 111. 

Sacks: Greg Townsend, 10.5. 

Punting; Jeff Gossett, 40.5 avg. (67 punts, 2,711 
yds., 0 blocked), 

Punt returns: Stefon Adams, 8.2 avg. (19 att., 
156 yds., 0 TDs). 

Kickoff returns: Stefon Adams, 19.3 avg. (22 
att,, 425 yds., 0 TDs). 


1989 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1990 roster only. 


Name 
Alexander 

Allen : 

Anderson 
| Beuerlein 
R. Brown 
Dyal 
Fernandez 
Gault 


Horton _ 
Jackson 


King _ 
Mueller 
Schroeder 


Smith 
Washington 
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of Jackson giving up football—he has said 
that he will play in 1990—and the Raiders’ 
hands are tied. 

There is little depth behind Allen and 
Jackson. Vance Mueller is an adequate 
backup, but he’s not a breakaway threat. 

Fullback Steve Smith has become a 
devastating blocker and effective receiv- 
er. But the lingering question concerns 
the Allen-Jackson situation. Will the 
Raiders have one, both or neither in 1990? 


RECEIVERS—The Raiders were devas- 
tated in last year's season opener when 
Tim Brown tore knee ligaments while re- 
turning a kick. But they eventually were 
buoyed by Brown's replacement, Mervyn 
Fernandez, who led the team with 57 
catches for 1,069 yards while averaging 
18.8 yards per reception. 

Brown, who led the team in receiving 
as a rookie two years ago, has recovered, 
but the starting job appears to belong to 
Fernandez. 

On the other side, veteran Willie Gault 
returns after making only 28 catches and 
dropping several key passes, Gault, one of 
Davis’ favorite players, probably will get 
the 1990 call over Mike Alexander, an ac- 
complished backup who probably could 
start for other teams. 

Mike Dyal, who replaced Todd Chris- 
tensen at tight end last season, gained 
more confidence as the year progressed. 
Over the final month, Dyal was the team's 
most reliable receiver. He finished with 27 
receptions and, more importantly, the re- 
spect of his teammates. Dyal, however, is 
best suited as a pass catcher and the 
Raiders would like to find someone to re- 
place him in blocking situations. 

LINEMEN—The Raiders made their 
most important off-season acquisition 
when they signed Montoya. 

Last season, the left side of the Raider 
line lacked leadership and depth. Mon- 
toya should provide both. Although he 
played right guard in Cincinnati, Montoya 
likely will move to the left side because of 
Steve Wisniewski, who enjoyed an eye- 
catching rookie year at right guard. Shell, 
who knows something about offensive line 
play, has predicted the youngster will be 
competing in the Pro Bow! within two 
years. 

Right tackle Bruce Wilkerson’s star 
also is on the rise, But the same cannot be 
said for left tackle Rory Graves, who must 
cut down on his holding penalties and im- 
prove his pass blocking. There is little 
depth at tackle, where journeyman Steve 
Wright is the most experienced backup. 

Don Mosebar is a Pro Bowl-caliber cen- 
ter, if that’s where he plays. Mosebar has 
been moved from tackle to center to tack- 
le and back to center in the last five sea- 
sons. Dan Turk provided capable relief 
when Mosebar was injured last season. 


DEFENSE 


LINEMEN—End Howie Long regained 
his Pro Bowl! form in 1989 and the 
Raiders’ pass rush flourished. Long had 
missed nine games in 1988 because of a 
blood clot in his calf. 

With opponents choosing to double- 
team the hard-rushing Long, the door was 


open for other Raiders, such as line- 
backer Greg Townsend, who recorded a 
team-high 1014 sacks. 

Opposite end Scott Davis managed 5!4 
sacks, but generally did not live up to ex- 
pectations. His situation was further com- 
plicated in the off-season when he was ar- 
rested and charged with assaulting his 
former girlfriend in Chicago. The Raiders’ 
decision to take Smith in the first round of 
the draft appears to signal a loss of confi- 
dence in Davis. 

Nose tackle Bob Golic helped the 
Raiders’ run defense last season, but he 
will turn 33 in October and there is little 
depth behind him. 


LINEBACKERS—The position became a 
liability last season after the release of 
Matt Millen, who went on to become a 
starter for the San Francisco 49ers. 

Linden King, a 35-year-old veteran who 
was waived and re-signed in the off-sea- 
son, and Townsend, a converted defensive 
end, were the starting outside linebackers 
last year. King probably will be asked to 
back up draftee Wallace, who should help 
both the pass rush and defense against the 
run. 

The Raiders also signed former San 
Francisco inside linebacker Riki Ellison, 
who missed the 1989 season with a broken 
arm. Ellison will line up alongside Jerry 
Robinson, a veteran of 11 NFL seasons. 

Shell knows that his regulars must re- 
main healthy for the Raiders to have suc- 
cess. There is little depth in this unit. 

DEFENSIVE BACKS—Two years ago, 
free safety Vann McElroy was considered 
the glue in the Raiders’ secondary. But 
McElroy, bothered by nagging injuries, 
has fallen into disfavor with Davis, who is 
enchanted with Eddie Anderson, Ander- 
son is a ferocious tackler, but he is prone 
to errors in coverage. 

Free agent Mike Harden filled in admi- 
rably at strong safety last season after the 
tragic death of Stacey Toran in an auto- 
mobile accident. But Harden is 31 and 
could be challenged by free-agent signee 
George Streeter. 

The Raiders will experiment with dif- 
ferent combinations at the corners. For- 
mer Rams wide receiver Ron Brown, an- 
other free-agent signee, and Terry 
McDaniel will compete on the left side, 
with Lionel Washington getting a strong 
challenge from Dennis Price at right cor- 
nerback. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Don't expect to see Tim Brown return- 
ing kicks. That job will go to either Ron 
Brown or Jamie Holland, who was ac- 
quired in a trade with San Diego. 

The Raiders were only mildly satisfied 
with kicker Jeff Jaeger, who connected 
on 23 of 34 field-goal attempts last season 
but was only five of 12 from between 40 
and 49 yards, Jeff Gossett averaged a sat- 
isfactory 40.5 yards per punt. 

One big concern is a 
coverage unit that al- 
lowed three kicks—two 
kickoffs and one punt— 
to be returned for 


> 
touchdowns. SS 


1990 LOS ANGELES RAIDERS ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS 
Beuerlein, Steve 
Schroeder, Jay 


RUNNING BACKS 
Allen, Marcus 
Crudup, Derrick 
Jackson, Bo 

Jones, Myron 
McCallum, Napoleon 
Mueller, Vance 
Perry, Leon 

Porter, Kerry 
Smith, Steve 
Strachan, Steve 
Wilson, Marcus 


RECEIVERS 
Adams, Stefon 
Alexander, Mike 
Barksdale, Rod 
Brown, Tim 

Davis, Demetrius (TE) 
Dyal, Mike (TE) 
Fernandez, Mervyn 
Gault, Willie 
Graddy, Sam 
Holland, Jamie 
Horton, Ethan (TE) 
Junkin, Trey (TE) 
Lewis, Ron 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
FitzPatrick, James (T) 
Gesek, John (G) 
Graves, Rory (T) 
Harrell, Newt (G) 
Hellestrae, Dale (G) 
Montoya, Max (G) 
Mosebar, Don (C) 
Peat, Todd (G) 
Rother, Tim (T) 
Turk, Dan (C) 
Wilkerson, Bruce (T) 
Wisniewski, Steve (G) 
Wright, Steve (T) 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Alzado, Lyle (E) 
Campbell, Joe (E) 
Charles, Mike (NT) 
Davis, Scott (E) 
Golic, Bob (T) 

Long, Howie (E) 
Pickel, Bill (T) 

Smith, Anthony (E) 
Townsend, Greg (E) 
Wise, Mike (E) 
LINEBACKERS 
Benson, Tom 

Burton, Ron 

Cormier, Joe 

Ellison, Riki 

Hunley, Ricky 
Jimerson, Art 

Jordan, Darin 

King, Emanuel 

King, Linden 
Klostermann, Bruce 
Robinson, Jerry 
Wallace, Aaron 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Anderson, Eddie (CB) 
Brown, Ron (CB) 
Carter, Russell (S) 
Dorn, Torin (CB) 
Harden, Mike (S) 
Haynes, Mike (CB) 
Land, Dan (CB) 

Lewis, Garry (CB) 
McDaniel, Terry (CB) 
NicElroy, Vann (S) 
Patterson, Elvis (CB) 
Price, Dennis (CB) 
Streeter, George (S) 
Washington, Lionel (CB) 
SPECIALISTS 
Gossett, Jeff (P) 
Jaeger, Jeff (K) 
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OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP 
Rich Bartlewski, TE; Jeff Francis, QB; Greg Gilbert, LB; John Layfield, OT; Doug Lloyd, RB; Eric Mitchel, S; 


Arthur Walker, DE. 


"Not with L.A. Raiders in 1989. 
tIncludes totals with L.A. Raiders and another NFL team in 1989 
Key to abbreviations on page 160. 
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College 
Notre Dame 
UCLA 


Southern California 
Oklahoma 

Auburn 

Fresno State 


Navy 

Occidental (Calif.) 
Oklahoma 
Washington State 
Penn State 
Boston College 
Virginia 


East Carolina 
Penn State 
Arizona 

Notre Dame 
Nevada-Reno 
Texas A&I 
San Jose State 
Tennessee 
Tennessee 
Ohio State 
North Carolina 
Louisiana Tech 
Jackson State 


Southern California 
Cal State Sacramento 
Ohio State 

West Texas State 
Southern Methodist 
UCLA 


Southern California 
Northern Ilinois 
Nebraska 
Wisconsin 
Tennessee 

Penn State 
Northern Illinois 


Yankton 

New Mexico State 
Syracuse 

Illinois 

Notre Dame 
Villanova 

Rutgers 

Arizona 

Texas Christian 
UC Davis 


Oklahoma 

North Carolina 

Southern California 

Southern California 

Arizona 

Norfolk State 

Northeastern 

Alabama 

Colorado State 

South Dakota State 
CLA 


Texas A&M 


Fort Valley State 
Arizona State 
Southern Methodist 
North Carolina 
Michigan 

Arizona State 
Albany State 
Alcorn State 
Tennessee 

Baylor 

Kansas 

UCLA 

Notre Dame 
Tulane 


Eastern Illinois 
Washington 


DID YOU KNOW... 


...that the Raiders were 6-0 under Art Shell at the Los Angeles Coliseum in 19897 


How '89 Games 
acq. GP/GS 
04/87 10/7 
Tr./88 11/9 
D4/82 8/5 
FA/90 4/0 
07/87 11 

D11b/90 — 
Tr./90 0/0 
D4/86 16/2 
D9/9 — 
FA/89 16/0 
03/87 16/16 
011/85 16/0 
06/90 _ 
03/85 14/0 
08/88 16/0 
FA/90 0/0 
D1/88 1/1 
D12b/90 — 
FA/88 16/16 
010/83 16/13 
Tr./88 16/16 
UFA/89 IR 
Tr./90 *16/6 
FA/89 16/1 
FA/85 16/0 
011a/90 — 
UFA/90 *13/5 
D10/87 16/16 
FA/88 15/15 
D10/88 IR 
UFA/89 IR 
UFA/90 °16/15 
01/83 = 12/11 
FA/90 "4/4 
04/88 16/0 
FA/89 16/5 
02/87 16/16 
02/89 15/15 
FA/88 16/3 
Tr./82 0/0 
UFA/90 = *9/0 
FA/90 *6/1 
01/88 14/13 
UFA/89 16/16 
D2/81 14/11 
D2/83 16/3 
D1/90 = 
D4/83 16/12 
04/86 16/9 
UFA/89 16/16 
UFA/90 *16/3 
FA/90 0/0 
FA/90 SIR 
FA/89 12/1 
D8/90 _ 
FA/90 0/0 
UFA/89 16/3 
FA/89 =: 14/13 
UFA/90 °16/0 
Tr./85 11/11 
02/90 — 
FA/87 + 15/10 
UFA/90 “16/0 
Tr./88 9/0 
04/90 ~ 
FA/89 15/12 
Tr./83 13/1 
FA/89 10/0 
07/90 _— 
D1/88 16/15 
D3/82 7/4 
UFA/90 “16/3 
05/88 5/0 
UFA/90 = °4/0 
Tr./87 16/16 
Tr./88 16/0 
UFA/89. 16/0 
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© Beathard attempting to recharge the Chargers 


By T.J. SIMERS 
San Diego Union 


)) © aving failed in his attempt to Rai- 
_ derize the San Diego Chargers, 
~~ Steve Ortmayer has returned to 
Los Angeles and longtime boss Al Davis, 

Joining the former Chargers director of 
operations on the off-season “hit list” 
were such underachieving players as 
James FitzPatrick, Napoleon McCallum, 
Jamie Holland and Elvis Patterson. Gone, 
also, are quarterback Jim McMahon, 
place-kicker Chris Bahr, punter Hank Ile- 
sic and center Don Macek. 

Enter Bobby Beathard, who, between 
his runs on the beach and his ocean 
swims, spent the summer reconstructing 
the Chargers, much like he rebuilt a 
Washington Redskins team that became a 
potent National Football League force in 
the 1980s. 

“It's a pretty good football team, but it 
obviously has some areas that need to be 
strengthened,” Beathard said. “We just 
came here, looked at the squad, talked 
with the coaches and made the changes 
that were necessary if we were to become 
better.” 

The Chargers will begin the new dec- 
ade with a young, talented roster that al- 
ready is being reshaped in Beathard’s 
image. Gone are the days of “Air Coryell.” 


_ The Chargers of Beathard and second- 


year Coach Dan Henning will win first 
with defense. 

San Diego, in fact, finished sixth in the 
league last season, allowing 297.8 yards 
per game. The Chargers further solidified 


Strengths: A sack- 
happy defensive front 
seven, flexibility In the 
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i. 
Marion Butts will be top dog in San 
Diego's one-back offense. 


that facet of their game by selecting 
Southern Cal linebacker Junior Seau in 
the first round of the draft. 

“This is the best personnel we've had,” 
defensive coordinator Ron Lynn said. 


PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 


running back/H-back/wide wR 


A. Miller 


Wilson 


receiver corps and a fifth-place 
schedule that should give the 


Patten 


Howard 


Chargers early momentum. 


McKnight 


La. Williams 


Weaknesses: Lack of experience and 


Hall 


Cornish Rodenhauser 


depth at quarterback, compounded by 


Richards 


Toth Simmonds 


the lack of protection that starter Billy 
Joe Tolliver probably will get from his 


Thompson 


Goeas 


offensive line, and a defense that relies 


Cox 


Caravello 


too much on its pass rush to hide cov- 


W. Walker 


Early 


erage shortcomings in the secondary. 


Tolliver 


Archer Friesz 


And by the way, does anybody know a 


Butts 


Sanders Nelson 


good place-kicker looking for work? 


Bernstine 


Harmon McEwen 


Key to success: Is the rocket-armed 
Tolliver really that good? The Chargers 


DEFENSE 


will have to find a better veteran back - 
up just in case. And finding help for the 


Lee Williams 


Hinkle 


secondary could be crucial, 


Phillips 


L. Miller 


Sure sign of trouble: Down by only a 
couple of points with seconds to play, 
the Chargers need a 35-yard field goal 
to win, 

That's a fact: Since opening the 1987 


Grossman 


Robinson 


Smith 


Mills 


L Seat! 
G. Plummer 


Figaro 
Rolling 


season with an 8-1 mark, the Chargers 


O'Neal 


Brandon Woodard 


have gone 12-26, losing 13 of those 


Byrd 


_ Fuller Pool 


contests by seven or fewer points. 


Seale 


Frank 


The head coach says: ‘We were able 


Bayless 


B. Plummer _ Lyles 


to find a way, regardless of the circum- 


Glenn 


Brooks Jackson 


stances, to stay in every ball game last 
year _.. and that was progress. But 
now we have to find a way to get over 


SPECIALISTS 


the top." K 


Reveiz 


Smith 


P 


ISidel 


KR 


A. Miller 


Sanders 


PR 


Nelson 


Frank 
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Buoyed by the arrival of Beathard and 
the prospect of playing a fifth-place 
schedule, the Renaissance Chargers won- 
der if they might be this year’s Green Bay 
Packers, who last season vaulted from the 
depths of the National Football Confer- 
ence Central Division to a 10-6 record that 
matched first-place Minnesota's. 

“You have to be really lucky and not 
have injuries in key positions, and Green 
Bay did a great job last year,” Beathard 
said. “A lot of things went their way, and 
they had that one key guy in (quarter- 
back) Don Majkowski. If Billy Joe Tolliver 
continues to make progress like he did in 
his first year.... 

“T was impressed by the way this team 
played down the stretch last year. They 
beat the Raiders, Kansas City and Den- 
ver, and it was important that they played 
hard when there was nothing at stake. I 
think that has to give them confidence 
that they can compete with the best 
teams in the division.” 


COACHING 


Although Henning only duplicated Al 
Saunders’ 6-10 mark from the previous 
season, those who watched the Chargers 
all year knew the record could have been 
a lot better. 

San Diego was victimized by its special 
teams, which kicked away numerous op- 
portunities to win and were largely re- 
sponsible for nine losses by seven or 
fewer points. 

Henning worked well enough with an 
uptight Ortmayer, but he should flourish 
under Beathard’s laid-back tutelage. Now 
he must do something about a thin offen- 
sive line while taking some of the 
pressure off Tolliver, who learned his les- 
sons last season by trial and error. 


OFFENSE 


QUARTERBACKS—With McMahon's de- 
cision nol to re-sign with the Chargers, the 
starting nod goes to Tolliver. 

The rifle-armed youngster out of Texas 
Tech started seven games as a rookie last 
season, Winning twice and piling up 305 
yards in the season finale against Denver. 
That effort against the NFL’s third-ranked 
defense came a week after Tolliver had 
thrown two touchdown passes against 
Kansas City’s outstanding secondary. 

A feisty leader with a little beer belly 
and swagger that endear him to fans and 
teammates, Tolliver has worked through 
the off-season to develop a changeup to go 
along with one of the league’s top fast- 
balls. The starting job is his to lose, and 
there’s really no one in the wings to offer 
any challenge. 

Henning, a former coach of the Fal- 
cons, likes his old Atlanta quarterback, 
David Archer. But Mark Vlasic figures to 
get squeezed out of a job by John Friesz, 
the Chargers’ sixth-round draft pick. 

With Tolliver as the starter and Archer 
offering veteran backup help, that leaves 
only one spot for either Vlasic or Friesz. 
And Beathard has said that he likes 


Friesz’s potential. 

RUNNING BACKS—Marion Butts, who 
led the Chargers with 683 rushing yards in 
his 1989 rookie season, will be top dog in 
San Diego’s one-back offense. But after 
Butts, Henning probably will operate with 
a backfield by committee. 

Darrin Nelson, Ronnie Harmon and 
Thomas Sanders all will be available to 
provide diversity. Harmon is an excellent 
receiver out of the backfield and Sanders 
has the speed to go outside. The do-every- 
thing Nelson became the club’s two-min- 
ute offense after his midseason arrival 
last year, “and while he doesn’t look all 
that great in practice,"’ Henning said, 
“he’s something special in games.” 

Rod Bernstine, drafted in 1987 as the 
team's next Kellen Winslow, will switch 
from tight end to running back. Bernstine 
has the size and versatility to operate 
both as a runner and pass-catcher from 
San Diego’s H-back position. 

RECEIVERS— Anthony Miller may not be 
the fastest man in the NFL, but he’s fast 
becoming one of the game's most dazzling 
performers. As durable as he is fast, Mil- 
ler goes over the middle with abandon 
and even enjoys returning kickoffs. He 
finished fifth in the American Football 
Conference last season with 75 catches 
and earned his first Pro Bowl berth. 

The Chargers’ other starting wideout 
will be Wayne Walker, who also caught 
Tolliver's passes during his college career 
at Texas Tech. Walker has Miller-like 
speed and Henning's admiration as a big- 
play receiver. 

Quinn Early, sensational as a rookie but 
cut down last year by a knee injury, is a 
sure-handed possession receiver. Running 
back Tim Spencer, battling to make the 
team, joins Craig McEwen as an H-back 
candidate. 

Arthur Cox, Joe Caravello and sixth- 
round draft pick Derrick Walker are 
beefy blocking tight ends. 

LINEMEN—New line coach Alex Gibbs 
will be asked to bring some sanity to San 
Diego’s trenches. 

His remodeling job will start with the 
move of left guard Broderick Thompson 
to right tackle. Joel Patten is steady on 
the other side and Dennis McKnight 
comes off injured reserve to claim the job 
at left guard. Right guard David Richards 
will have to conquer his weight problem if 
he wants to remain in the lineup, but 
there is no such concern about center 
Courtney Hall, who was one of only two 
rookies to start every game on offense in 
1989, 

Tolliver’s lack of mobility makes it im- 
perative that Gibbs provide better pass 
protection. That probably explains why 
the Chargers went after five offensive 
linemen in the draft and then signed three 
more as free agents. 

Look for former Cleveland starting 
guard Larry Williams to see plenty of ac- 
tion if he overcomes a shoulder problem. 


DEFENSE 


LINEMEN—Quarterback chaser-deluxe 


Continued 


1990 SAN DIEGO CHARGERS ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS 
Archer, David 
Friesz, John 
Tolliver, Billy Joe 
Vlasic, Mark 


RUNNING BACKS 
Bernstine, Rod 

Butts, Marion 
Caravello, Joe 
Flannigan, J.J. 
Harmon, Ronnie 
McEwen, Craig 
Mickles, Joe 

Nelson, Darrin 
Sanders, Thomas 
Spencer, Tim 
RECEIVERS 

Cox, Arthur (TE) 
Early, Quinn 

Lewis, Nate 

Miller, Anthony 

Parker, Andy (TE) 
Searcy, Elliott 
Stowers, Tommie (TE) 
Walker, Derrick (TE) 
Walker, Wayne 

Wilson, Walter 

Yarber, Eric 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Cornish, Frank (C/G) 
Goeas, Leo (T) 

Goetz, Chris (G) 

Hall, Courtney (C) 
Howard, Joey (T) 
McKnight, Dennis (C/G) 
Novak, Jeff (G) 
Patten, Joel (T) 
Richards, David (G/T) 
Rodenhauser, Mark (C) 
Simmonds, Mike (G) 
Staysniak, Joe (T) 
Thompson, Broderick (G/T) 
Toth, Tom (G) 
Williams, Larry (G) 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Grossman, Burt (E) 

Hill, Nate (E) 

Hinkle, George (E) 
Miller, Les (NT) 

Phillips, Joe (NT) 
Robinson, Gerald (E) 
Williams, Lee (E) 


LINEBACKERS 
Brandon, David 
Brown, Richard 
Figaro, Cedric 

Mills, Jeff 

O'Neal, Leslie 
Plummer, Gary 
Rolling, Henry 

Seau, Junior 

Smith, Billy Ray 
Woodard, Ken 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Bayless, Martin (S) 
Berry, Ken (CB) 
Brooks, Michael (S) 
Byrd, Gill (CB) 
Collins, Keith (CB) 
Fuller, Joe (CB) 
Glenn, Vencie (S) 
Jackson, Tim (CB) 
Lyles, Lester (S) 
Plummer, Bruce (S) 
Pool, David (CB) 
Seale, Sam (CB) 
SPECIALISTS 
Carney, John (K) 
Kidd, John (P) 
Reveiz, Fuad (K) 


Ht/Wt. 

6-2/208 
6-4/209 
6-1/218 
6-3/206 


6-3/238 


5-8/152 
6-4/281 


6-5/271 
6-4/230 


5-11/170 
6-3/208 
5-11/216 


OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP 


Lee Allen, WR; Bobby Bankston, WR; Barry Belli, K; Terence Cleveland, WR; Daye Colonna, TE; Willie Davis, 
CB; Derick Debnam, DE; Wayne Dickson, LB; Keith English, P; Mike Estes, DE; Eric Floyd, OT; Donald Frank, 
DB; Tony Gunn, NT; Mike Jones, LB; Jerry Mays, RB; Pat Moorer, LB; Ken Sale, LB; Khaled Shahbo, TE; 
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2-64 
3-67 
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4-20-64 
8-22-61 
2-24-63 
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Stephen Shelley, WR; Thomas Whelihan, K, Doc Wise, NT. 


*Not with San Diego in 1989. 


College 
Towa State 
Idaho 
Texas Tech 
Towa 


Texas A&M 
Florida State 
Tulane 
Colorado 
lowa 

Utah 
Mississippi 
Stanford 
Texas A&M 
Ohio State 


Texas Southern 
lowa 

Oregon Tech 
Tennessee 


Michigan 
Texas Tech 
East Carolina 
Idaho 


UCLA 
Hawaii 
Pittsburgh 
Rice 
Tennessee 
Drake 


Southwest Texas State 


Illinois State 
Indiana State 
Ohio State 
Kansas 

Western Michigan 
Notre Dame 


Pittsburgh 

Auburn 

Arizona 

Fort Hays (Kan,) St. 
Southern Methodist 
Auburn 
Bethune-Cookman 


Memphis State 
San Diego State 
Notre Dame 
Nebraska 
Oklahoma State 
California 
Nevada-Reno 
Southern California 
Arkansas 


la 
Tuskegee (Ala.) Institute FA/88 


Bowling Green 

Miami (Fla.) 

North Carolina State 
San Jose State 
Appalachian State 
Northern Towa 
Indiana State 
Nebraska 

Virginia 

Mississippi State 
Carson-Newman 
Western (Colo.) State 


Notre Dame 
Northwestern 
Tennessee 


tIncludes totals with both San Diego and another NFL team in 1989. 
Key to abbreviations on page 160. 


... that San Diego’s defense, which always used to rank near the bottom of the league, surrendered only 19 
touchdowns in its last 14 games last season and did not allow more than 20 points ijn 13 of them? 
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DID YOU KNOW... 


How ’89 Games 
acq. GP/GS 
FA/89 16/0 
Déa/90 — 
D2b/89 5/5 
D4/87 IR 
D1/87 5/0 
D7a/89 15/5 
UFA/89 = 12/9 
D8/90 — 
UFA/90 "15/2 
FA/389 4/3 
UFA/90 = 9/0 
Tr./89  $14/0 
UFA/90 "16/0 
D1llb/83 16/11 
FA/88 16/16 
D3/88 6/3 
D7c/90 — 
01/88 16/16 
UFA/89 10/6 
012/90 - 
D11/90 a 
D6d/90 _ 
OFA/89 13/4 
D3c/90 —_ 
FA/90 0/0 
Déb/90 = 
D3b/90 _ 
D9/90 a 
02a/89 16/16 
D9/88 9/2 
A/82 IR 

D7a/90 — 
FA/89 14/14 

D4c/88 16/16 
UFA/90 "16/0 
UFA/90 = *5/5 
D7b/90 _ 
FA/87 16/16 
UFA/90 *°16/2 
UFA/89 0/0 
D1/89—s« 16/16 
FA/90 0/0 
Dlib/88 14/0 
FA/87 14/0 
FA/87 = 16/15 
FA/89 2/0 
SupD1/84 16/16 
Tr./87 13/0 
FA/90 *13/2 
D6/88 16/14 
D3a/90 — 
Dla/86 16/16 
FA/86 16/16 
FA/90 °6/0 
01/90 _ 
Dla/83 16/16 
16/0 

Tr./87 16/16 
D10/90 _ 
OFA/89 1/0 
1c/83 16/16 

D7d/90 =1/0 
A/90 0/0 

Tr./86 16/16 
FA/90 *1/0 
FA/89 16/1 

UFA/90 "16/2 
D6c/90 _ 
FA/88 13/12 
UFA/90 = *1/0 


UFA/90 “16/0 
FA/90 0/0 
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COACHES 


Head coach—Dan Henning. 

Assistant coaches— 

Gunther Cunningham (defensive line). 

John Dunn (strength). 

Alex Gibbs (offensive line). 

Mike Haluchak (linebackers). 

Bobby Jackson (offensive backs). 

Charlie Joiner (receivers). 

Ron Lynn (defensive coordinator), 

LeCharls McDaniel (special teams assistant). 
Jim Mora Jr. (secondary). 

Larry Pasquale (special teams coordinator’). 
Jack Reilly (offensive assistant), 

Ted Tollner (assistant head coach). 

Ed White (tight ends), 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


1989 regular-season record: 6-10 (5th in AFC 
West); 4-4 in division; 4-8 in conference; 4-4 at 
home; 2-6 on road. 

1989 playoff record: None. 

1989 team rankings: total offense, 11th in AFC/ 
21st in NFL; total defense, 3rd/6th; rushing of- 
fense, 7th/16th; rushing defense, 5th/13th; pass- 
ing offense, 10th/22nd; passing defense, 3rd/4th; 
scoring offense, 11th/23rd; scoring defense, 5th 
9th; takeaways, T3rd/T8th; giveaways, 8th/16th; 
turnover differential, T7th/T16th; sacks, 1st/3rd; 
sacks allowed, 8th/13th. 

Henning’s regular-season record: 6-10 jn one 
season with Chargers; 28-51-1 overall in five NFL 
seasons with Chargers and Falcons. 

Henning's postseason record: None. 

Team record last five years: 32-47 (.405, ranks 
22nd in league in that span). 


MISCELLANEOUS DATA 


Stadium (capacity): San Diego Jack Murphy 
Stadium (60,750). 

Ticket information: San Diego Chargers Ticket 
Office, P.O. Box 20871, San Diego, CA 92120; 
619-280-2121. 

ee Information: Flagship station—XTRA, 690 
Training camp: University of California at San 
Diego, San Diego, Calif. Opens for rookies July 21; 
opens for veterans July 28. 


1990 SCHEDULE 


9—at Dallas 
. 16—Cincinnati 
. 23—at Cleveland 
. 30—Houston 
7—at Pittsburgh 
14—at New York Jets 
21—Los Angeles Raiders 
28—Tamipa Bay 
4—at Seattle 
11—Denver 
18—at Kansas City 
25—Seattle 
2—New York Jets 
9—Open date 
16—at Denver 
23—Kansas City 
30—at Los Angeles Raiders 


1989 RESULTS 


10—at L.A. Raiders 
17—Houston 
24—Kansas City 
1—at Phoenix 
8—at Denver 
15—Seattle 
22—N.Y. Giants 
29—at Seattle 
5—Philadelphia 
12—L.A. Raiders 
19—at Pittsburgh 
26—at Indianapolis 
3—N.Y. Jets 
10—at Washington 
17—at Kansas City 
24—Denver 


1989 LEADERS 


Scoring eren. Chris Bahr, 80 pts. (29/30 
PATs, 17/25 FGs). 

Scoring (touchdowns): Anthony Miller, 66 pts. 
(10 receiving, 1 kickoff return). 

Passing: Jim McMahon, 2,132 yds. (318 att., 176 
comp., 8530, 10 TDs, 10 int.). 

Rushing: Marion Butts, 683 yds. (4.0 avg., 9 
TDs). 

Receptions: Anthony Miller, 75 (1,252 yds., 16.7 
avg., 10 TDs). 

Interceptions: Gill Byrd, 7 (38 yds., 0 TDs). 
oe Gary Plummer, 146 (111 solo, 35 assist- 
ed). 

Sacks: Lee Williams, 14 (101 yds.). 

Punting: Hank Ilesic, 40.1 avg. (76 punts, 3,049 
yds., 0 blocked). 

Punt returns: Phil McConkey, 7.9 avg. (14 att., 
111 yds., 0 TDs). 

Kickoff returns: Anthony Miller, 25.4 avg. (21 
att,, 533 yds., 1 TD), 


1989 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1990 roster only. 


Bernstine 
Butts _ 
Cox _ 
| Glenn 

Harmon _ 
_A. Miller 

Parker 

Sanders 
Smith 
Spencer _ 
Tolliver 
_W. Walker 


+ kickoff return, 
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Lee Williams has bulked up and is ready 
to make the move from end to tackle. 
That will open up a starting job for sec- 
ond-year man Burt Grossman, your aver- 
age, everyday wild and crazy guy. Gross- 
man may talk a lot, but he backed it up 
with 10 sacks in his rookie season. Wil- 
liams dropped the quarterback 14 times 
and was named to the Pro Bowl for the 
second straight year. 

Joe Phillips is a bulldog who gives the 
Chargers steady, if unspectacular, play at 
nose tackle, But there's nothing unspecta- 
cular about outside linebacker/end Leslie 
O'Neal, who posted 1214 sacks while earn- 
ing additional respect for his ability to 
drop back into pass coverage. 

The 1989 Chargers led the AFC with 48 
sacks, and they have yet to unleash such 
feisty reserves as George Hinkle, Gerald 
Robinson and Les Miller. 


LINEBACKERS—The addition of Seau at 
the left inside spot makes San Diego 
downright scary. Consider all those man- 
ealers who are capable of mugging the 
quarterback: Williams, Grossman, O'Neal, 
Seau and, of course, Billy Ray Smith. 

Smith, operating from his left outside 
spot, is the defensive leader. He is smart 
and one of the game’s best at dominating 
the opposing tight end, 

Steady Gary Plummer, who led the 
team with 146 tackles, will be a steadying 
influence for Seau, as will backup Cedric 
Figaro, who specializes in goal-line situa- 
tions. Third-round draft pick Jeff Mills 
(Nebraska) and free-agent signee Henry 
Rolling add depth to one of the league's 
most improved defenses. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS—Free safety Vencie 
Glenn and cornerback Gill Byrd are the 
top performers in what should be a re- 
spectable secondary. They are joined by 
strong safety Martin Bayless, an excellent 
run stuffer, and speedy cornerback Sam 
Seale, 

The big question is depth, and the Char- 
gers attempted to provide an answer in 
the off-season when they signed free 
agents Bruce Plummer, Joe Fuller and 
Donald Frank. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


San Diego's 1989 special-teams play 
would have made a fitting subject for a 
horror movie. 

Blocked field goals, blocked punts, pen- 
alties and more mistakes than any one 
team could expect all contributed mighti- 
ly to the Chargers’ demise. 

One of Beathard's first moves was to 
bring in highly respected special teams 
coach Larry Pasquale from the New York 
Jets. He then signed free-agent punter 
John Kidd, who averaged 39.4 yards per 
kick last season for Buffalo. 

A large cast has been assembled to in- 
terview for Bahr’s job as place-kicker, 
with former Miami Dolphin Fuad Reveiz 
drawing the early attention. 

Free-agent signee 
Mark Rodenhauser will 
handle deep-snapping 
duties, but the Chargers 
still are looking for a 
quality punt returner. 


Seahawks embark on tough rebuilding journey © 


By JOHN CLAYTON 
Tacoma Morning News Tribune 


oach Chuck Knox calls 1990 a year 

_ of transition. Seattle President and 

General Manager Tom Flores is 

not so diplomatic, telling anybody who 

asks that this is the beginning of a difficult 
rebuilding process. 

Call it what you want, but there is no 
denying that the Seahawks have decided 
to bite the bullet and remake the annual 
playoff contender that woke up last sea- 
son and realized it was too old and too 
predictable to be a factor in the American 
Football Conference Western Division. 

The immediate repercussion of this 
makeover could be felt by Knox, who has 
guided the Seahawks to a 64-47 record and 
four playoff berths in his seven seasons in 
Seattle. Many observers are predicting 
that Knox will not survive the final two 
years of his contract, but the veteran 
coach, who has dropped more than 40 
pounds, will not go down without a fight. 

“We've got it going here with a team 
that has a lean, mean, hungry look,” Knox 
said, “Look at the coach.” 

This year's Seahawks might be hungry 
and mean, but they will not be lean, By 
switching to a 4-3 defensive scheme with 
bigger linemen and bulked-up line- 
backers, the light, bullied Seahawks hope 
to dispel their image as the Bart Simpson 
of the National Football League. 

The addition of first-round draft pick 
Cortez Kennedy, a 293-pound defensive 
tackle out of Miami (Fla.), and the imple- 
mentation of a new weight-lifting pro- 


Strengths: In one 
off-season, the Sea- 
hawks have transformed 


F 4 Ss \ 
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John L. Williams will finally be- 
come the Seahawks’ feature run- 
ning back after four years of play- 
ing second fiddle to Curt Warner. 


- — 


Z — — 
gram directed by Frank Raines, formerly 
of the Washington Redskins, should help 
end three years of defensive futility 
against the rush. 

But weak defenses cannot be rebuilt in 
one season. There could be three rookies 


PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 


their defensive line from a li- WR 
ability into a strength by drafting Lt 


Chadwick Skansi 


Kula 


Blades 
Heck 


three monsters—Cortez Kennedy, 
Eric Hayes and Robert (Moose) 4L& 


Bailey Wheat 


Morris—and switching Tony Woods c 


Feasel Tofflemire 


from linebacker to end. Despite the RG 


Millard Wheat 


loss of Curt Warner and Steve Largent, RT 
the offense still has marquee names in TE 


Kula 
McNeal 


Mattes 
Heller 


quarterback Dave Krieg, fullback John 
L. Williams, wide receiver Brian Blades 9 WR 
QB 


Kane 
Krieg 


Sandusky 
Stouffer 


Kemp 


and guard Bryan Millard. 
Weaknesses: While concentrating on HB 


E. Harris Fenner Warren 


their defensive line, the Seahawks left FB 


JL. Williams J. Jones 


themselves thin at receiver, linebacker, 
cornerback and safety, and the unex- 


DEFENSE 


pected retirement of tackle Mike Wil- 
son depleted their offensive line depth. 
Keys to success: A 1,000-yard effort, 


Green 
Nash 


= Woods 
Hayes 


either rusting or receiving, by Williams, 


Kennedy Hayes 


and good health from receivers Blades 
and Tommy Kane, giving Seattle's 


Bryant Woods 


Wooden Cain 


spread offense a chance to work. 
Sure sign of trouble: Another season 


Wyman Bolcar Ahrens 


in which the Seahawks commit 15 


Porter Comeaux 


Jenkins 


more turnovers than their opposition. 

That's a fact: Chuck Knox is the only 
Seattle coach ever to record a winning 
record (64-47), win an AFC West title 


Harper 


Hunter Jefferson Jenkins 


Glasgow Blackmon 


E. Robinson Kaumeyer 


(1988) or lead the team to a postsea- 
son berth (four times). 

The head coach says: ‘The disap- 
pointing thing was that we were 7-9. 


SPE 
K 


CIALISTS 


Johnson 


The encouraging thing was that we P 


Donnelly Rodriguez 


were 4-8 and we won three of our last KR 


Warren Jefferson 


four games against good football PR 
teams.” 


Edmonds Sandusky 


The Sporting News 1990 Pro Football Yearbook * 


and as many as seven new faces in the 
starting lineup. 

And Knox plans a dramatic offensive 
shift to the run-and-shoot to fill the holes 
created by the loss of two franchise play- 
ers—record-setting wide receiver Steve 
Largent, who retired, and halfback Curt 
Warner, who signed a free-agent contract 
with the Los Angeles Rams. 

“We'll miss those players, but you've 
got to go on," Knox said. 


COACHING 


Knox is well known for his ability to 
turn around sagging football fortunes. But 
for the first time in his 17 years as an NFL 
coach, Knox is faced with the task of re- 
building his own team, And many ques- 
tion how much time new Seahawks Owner 
Ken Behring will give him. 

Knox created a slight strain last season 
when he refused to give up the playoff 
chase and stuck with his more experi- 
enced players. Management expressed 
concern that he did not work in more of 
his youngsters. 

Knox, however, has always shown a 
knack for rising to the occasion when 
everything appears hopeless, and he is 
aided by a talented and experienced 
coaching staff that can be counted on to 
steal two victories per season. 

The big question is whether the Sea- 
hawks are working from a four-win or a 
seven-win foundation. 


OFFENSE 


QUARTERBACKS—Dave Krieg again 
will call the signals, and many believe 
that his flair for improvisation will thrive 
in the new run-and-shoot offense. 

Krieg is not the best quarterback in the 
AFC, but he has played in three Pro 
Bowls, primarily because the confer- 
ence’s higher-paid quarterbacks prefer to 
bypass the annual showcase. He threw for 
3,309 yards and 21 touchdowns last season, 
but he also threw 20 interceptions and set 
an NFL record with 18 fumbles. 

If Krieg can’t improve his consistency, 
Knox could turn to Kelly Stouffer. The 
youngster has made eight NFL starts but 
has yet to show that he’s anything more 
than just another pretty arm. 

Veteran Jeff Kemp will go along for the 
ride as the team’s insurance policy. 


RUNNING BACKS—Four years of play- 


ing second fiddle to Warner finally frus- 
trated fullback John L. Williams, who en- 
tered last season as one of the game'’s best 
fullbacks. That forced the Seahawks to 
make a difficult decision. Warner, the 
holder of virtually every Seattle career 


rushing record, was given their blessing | 


to pack off to Los Angeles. 

Instead of replacing Warner, the Sea- 
hawks might phase out the position and 
go to a one-back attack that would be in- 
corporated into their spread offense. 


Knox believes the spread will open holes — 


for Williams, who rushed for only 499 © 


Continued — 
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COACHES 


Head coach—Chuck Knox. 

Assistant coaches— 

John Becker (offensive coordinator /receivers), 

Tom Catlin (assistant head coach/defensive coor- 
dinator/linebackers). 

George Dyer (defensive line). 

Chick Harris (offensive backs). 

Ken Meyer (quarterbacks). 

Rod Perry (defensive backs). 

Russ Purnell (tight ends/assistant special teams). 

Frank Raines (strength and conditioning). 

Kent Stephenson (offensive line). 

Rusty Tillman (linebackers/special teams). 

Joe Vitt (special assignments). 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


1989 regular-season record: 7-9 (4th in AFC 
West); 4-4 in division; 7-5 in conference; 3-5 at 
home; 4-4 on road. 

1989 playoff record: None. 

1989 team rankings: Lotal offense, 13th in AFC/ 
26th in NFL; total defense, 8th/14th; rushing of- 
fense, 13th/25th; rushing defense, 11th/23rd; 
passing offense, 8th/16th; passing defense, Sth/ 
6th; scoring offense, 14th/27th; scoring defense, 
10th/16th; takeaways, 14th/27th; giveaways, 
9th/T17th; turnover differential, L2th/23rd; 
sacks, 11th/22nd; sacks allowed, 12th/T21st. 
Knox’s regular-season record: 64-47 in seven 
seasons with Seahawks; 155-98-1 overall in 17 
NFL seasons with Seahawks, Bills and Rams. 
Knox's postseason record; 3-4 in four playoffs 
with Seahawks; 7-11 overall in 11 playoffs with 
Seahawks, Bills and Rams, 

Team record last five years: 43-36 (.544, ranks 
T9th in league in that span). 


MISCELLANEOUS DATA 


Stadium (capacity): ingdome (64,984). 
Ticket information: Seattle Seahawks Ticket Of- 
fice, 11220 NE. 53rd St., Kirkland, WA 98033; 
206-827-9766. 

perp! information: Flagship station—KIRO, 710 


Training camp: Seahawks Complex, Kirkland, 
Wash.; 206-827-9777. Opens for rookies and vet- 
erans July 19, 


1990 SCHEDULE 


9—at Chicago 
. 16—Los Angeles Raiders 
. 23—at Denver 
1—Cincinnati (Mon,) 
7—at New England 
14—at Los Angeles 
21—Kansas City 
28—Open date 
4—San Diego 
11—at Kansas City 
18—Minnesota 
25—at San Diego 
2—Houston 
9—at Green Bay (Milw.) 
16—at Miami 
23—Denver 
30—Detroit 


1989 RESULTS 


. 10—at Philadelphia 
. 17—Phoenix 
24—at New England 
1—at L.A. Raiders 
8—Kansas City 
15—at San Diego 
22—Denver (OT) 
29—San Diego 
5—at Kansas City 
12—Cleveland 
19—at N.Y. Giants 
26—al Denver 
4—Buffalo 
10—at Cincinnati 
17—L.A. Raiders 
23—Washington 


1989 LEADERS 


Scoring (kicking): Norm Johnson, 72 pts. 
(27/27 PATs, 15/25 FGs), 

Scoring (touchdowns): Jolin L. Williams, 42 pts. 
(1 rushing, 6 receiving). 

Passing: Dave Krieg, 3,309 yds. (499 att., 286 
comp., 57.3%, 21 TDs, 20 int.). 

Rushing: Curt Warner, 631 yds. (3,3 avg., 3 TDs). 
Receptions: Brian Blades, 77 (1,063 yds., 13.8 
avg., 5 TDs). 

interceptions: Eugene Robinson, 5 (24 yds., 0 
TDs). 

Tackles: Eugene Robinson, 102. 

Sacks: Rufus Porter, 10.5 (79 yds.). 

Punting: Ruben Rodriguez, 39.9 avg. (75 punts, 
2,995 yds., 1 blocked). 

Punt returns: David Hollis, 9.1 avg. (18 att., 164 
yds., 0 TDs). 

Kickoff returns: James Jefferson, 23.2 avg. (22 
att., 511 yds., 1 TD) 


1989 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1990 roster only, 


Blades 
Clark 
Fenner 
Garcia 
Glasgow 
| Heller 
Jetferson 
N. Johnson 
Krieg 
_Skansi 
Williams 


+ kickoff return. 
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yards last season but tied for third in the 
AFC with 76 receptions. 

Backing up Williams will be his former 
Florida backfield mate, James Jones. 
Jones struggled through a frustrating 1989 
campaign that consisted of three plays 
and a broken wrist. 

In those situations when the Seahawks 
choose to employ a true halfback, Knox 
will decide between inexperienced Elroy 
Harris and Derrick Fenner, with fourth- 
round draft pick Chris Warren as an out- 
side possibility. 

RECEIVERS—Largent is gone, but Brian 
Blades already has replaced him as the 
Seahawks’ feature receiver. The third- 
year wideout is coming off a Pro Bowl 
season in which he caught 77 passes for 
1,063 yards and five touchdowns. 

Beyond Blades, however, there are 
some serious questions. 

Tommy Kane is the likely starter at the 
other wide position, but he is coming off 
major knee surgery. If healthy, the 
speedy Kane provides a legitimate deep 
threat. 

The rest of the unit is filled with posses- 
sion receivers—Paul Skansi, Jeff Chad- 
wick and former Canadian Football 
League star Jim Sandusky. 

The signing of free agent Ron Heller, 
who caught 33 passes for the Atlanta Fal- 
cons last season, gives Knox experience 
al tight end. Travis McNeal showed lots of 
potential last season but is still a year 
away from a starting job. 


LINEMEN—The Seahawks never recov- 
ered from the preseason holdouts of Ron 
Mattes, Bryan Millard and Edwin Bailey. 
Although all three were available for the 
Start of the season, they missed valuable 
training time and never got rolling. Their 
run blocking was inconsistent and Seattle 
quarterbacks were dropped 46 times. 

Knox, however, has every reason to be- 
lieve those problems are in the past and 
that this unit will become as effective in 
1990 as it was two years ago. The cast is 
slightly different, but no less talented. 

Grant Feasel stepped in at center last 
year and did not miss a down. Mattes 
should reclaim his right tackle position 
with the retirement of Mike Wilson, and 
1989 rookie Andy Heck will display his 
Pro Bowl potential at the other tackle. 

Millard and Bailey will start at the 
guard positions, although the latter could 
get a stiff challenge from either Warren 
Wheat or Darrick Brilz. 


DEFENSE 


LINEMEN—Will bigger be better? When 
Jacob Green, Joe Nash and Jeff Bryant 
became linemates back in 1983, they dom- 
inated opponents. Unfortunately, offen- 
sive lines got bigger—and they didn't. 

Minutes after picking Kennedy in the 
1990 draft, Knox announced that the 
youngster would be the starting right 
tackle in the new 4-3. The rest of the jobs 
are up for grabs, and big is in. 

Bryant, the biggest of the old trio at 277 
pounds, will be challenged at right end by 
Tony Woods, a former linebacker who has 
added 20 pounds of muscle. Nash had a 
solid 89 season but still could lose the left 


tackle job to Eric Hayes, a 285-pound draft 
pick from Florida State. 

Many eyes will be on Green, who at 33 
is coming off a three-sack 1989 campaign. 
Some Seahawk officials believe that the 
4-3 could pump new life into his sagging 
fortunes, 

LINEBACKERS—The Seahawks may 
have overcommitted to the defensive line, 
leaving this unit short of experience. 

The right outside spot appears to be- 
long to Rufus Porter, a two-time Pro Bowl 
performer on special teams. Porter, a 
1988 free-agent signee who came to Seat- 
ule weighing 207 pounds, has bulked up to 
221 after a 1989 season in which he led the 
team with 1014 sacks as a situational pass- 
rushing end. 

The left outside spot is up for grabs, 
with second-round draft pick Terry Wood- 
en (Syracuse) getting the early nod over 
free-agent signee Joe Cain. 

Dave Wyman appears to have a lock on 
the middle linebacker job. He will be 
backed up by either Darren Comeaux or 
free agent Ned Bolcar. 

So what about The Boz? Forget him. 
That's what the Seahawks did last year 
when Brian Bosworth was slow recover- 
ing from serious damage to both shoul- 
ders. Both Knox and Flores express 
doubts that he ever will play again. 

DEFENSIVE BACKS—Because the Sea- 
hawks ranked 23rd in the NFL against the 
rush, opponents did not bombard them 
with passes. As a result, Seattle’s pass de- 
fense ranked sixth and its secondary will 
enter the new season virtually intact. 

That could be a problem, however. 
There is a strong feeling around the 
league that this secondary is not all that 
talented and, with the added beef up front, 
opposing quarterbacks will probably be 
testing it early and often. 

The only newcomer to the unit is strong 
safety Robert Blackmon, a second-round 
draft pick out of Baylor. He could chal- 
lenge 33-year-old Nesby Glasgow for the 
right to play alongside free safety Eugene 
Robinson, 

The left corner is in the capable hands 
of rising star Dwayne Harper, but right- 
side starter Patrick Hunter demanded a 
trade during the off-season, perhaps leay- 
ing the door open for hopefuls James Jef- 
ferson and Melvin Jenkins. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Coach Rusty Tillman has a tough as- 
signment. He wasn't pleased with mis- 
takes and inconsistency on his special 
teams, but the decision to change to a 4-3 
probably will cost him valuable coverage 
people—particularly Porter, if he starts at 
linebacker. 

Tillman also must find a deep snapper, 
and former Atlanta punter Rick Donnelly 
has been brought in to challenge inconsis- 
tent Ruben Rodriguez. Even kicker Norm 
Johnson, who made only 60 percent of his 
field-goal attempts, must fight for his job. 

After missing a year 
with an ankle injury, 
Bobby Joe Edmonds 
will return to Seattle 
and try to reclaim his 
punt-return job. 


1990 SEATTLE SEAHAWKS ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS 
Gromos, John 

Kemp, Jeff 

Krieg, Dave 

Stouffer, Kelly 
RUNNING BACKS 
Edmonds, Bobby Joe 
Fenner, Derrick 
Harris, Elroy 

Jones, James (FB) 
McLemore, Chris (FB) 
Warren, Chris 
Williams, John L. (FB) 


RECEIVERS 
Bellini, Mark 
Blades, Brian 
Bouyer, Willie 
Chadwick, Jeff 
Clark, Louis 

Heller, Ron (TE) 
Kane, Tommy 
McNeal, Travis (TE) 
Sandusky, Jim 
Skansi, Paul 

Tyler, Robert (TE) 
Williams, Dokie 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Bailey, Edwin (G) 
Britz, Derrick (G) 
Feasel, Grant (C) 
Heck, Andy (T) 
Hitchcock, Bill (T) 
Kula, Bob (T) 
Mattes, Ron (T) 
Millard, Bryan (G) 
Tofflemire, Joe (C) 
Wheat, Warren (G) 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Alvord, Steve (T) 
Bryant, Jeff (E) 
Franklin, Jethro (E) 
Green, Jacob (E) 
Hart, Roy (T) 

Hayes, Eric (T) 
Kennedy, Cortez (T) 
Morris, Robert (E) 
Nash, Joe (T) 

Ridgle, Elston (E) 
Woods, Tony (E) 
LINEBACKERS 
Ahrens, Dave 

Bolcar, Ned 
Bosworth, Brian 

Cain, Joe 

Comeaux, Darren 
Kimmel, Jamie 

Miller, Darrin 

Porter, Rufus 
Wooden, Terry 
Wyman, David 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Blackmon, Robert (S) 
Glasgow, Nesby (S) 
Harper, Dwayne (CB) 
Hunter, Patrick (CB) 
Jefferson, James (CB) 
Jenkins, Melvin (CB) 
Reed, Daryl (CB) 
Robinson, Eugene (S) 
SPECIALISTS 
Dorinelly, Rick (P) 
Garcia, Teddy 
Johnson, Norm (K) 
Rodriguez, Ruben (P) 


Ht./Wt. 

6-5/210 
6-0/201 
6-1/192 
6-3/207 


5-11/186 


Fat LF 


/279 


6-1/235 


6-2/197 
6-2/217 


OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP 
Ricky Andrews, LB; Charlie Baumann, K; Blake Bednarz, G; Lavent Blaylock, CB; Jerry Brown, G; Dedrick 
Dodge, S; Dewayne Fletcher, CB; Bobby Garcia, G; Randy Gray, DT; Derek Horton, CB; Art Hunter, DB; 
Xavier Jordan, LB; Thom Kaumeyer, S; R.J. Kors, S; Alvin Lee, WR; Mike Lindsay, T; Derek Loville, RB; Paul 
McJulian, P; Donald Miller, LB; Dave Murphy, S; Terry Obee, WR; Todd Oberdorf, T; Rodd Olson, TE; Felton 
Parquet, FB; Michael Tanks, C; Willie Walker, LB. 


*Not with Seattle in 1989. 


NFL 
Born Exp. 
12-9-66 R 
7-11-59 10 
10-20-58 11 
7-6-64 3 
9-26-64 5 
4-6-67 2 
8-18-66 2 
3-21-61 8 
12-31-63 3 
1-24-67 R 
11-23-64 5 
1-19-64 3 
7-24-65 3 
9-24-66 2 
12-16-60 8 
7-3-64 4 
9-18-63 4 
1-14-64 3 
1-10-67 2 
9-9-61 1 
8 
2 
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3-3-65 


College 
Vanderbilt 
Dartmouth 
Milton 
Colorado State 


Arkansas 

North Carolina 
Eastern Kentucky 
Florida 

Arizona 

Ferrum (Va.) 
Florida 


Brigham Young 
Miami (Fla.) 
Michigan State 
Grand Valley State 
Mississippi State 
Oregon State 
Syracuse 
Tennessee-Chattanooga 
San Diego State 
Washington 

South Carolina State 
UCLA 


South Carolina State 
Oregon State 
Abilene Christian 
Notre Dame 

Purdue 

Michigan State 
Virginia 

Texas 

Arizona 

Brigham Young 


Washington 
Clemson 
Fresno State 
Texas A&M 
South Carolina 
Florida State 
Miami (Fla.) 
Valdosta State 
Boston College 
Nevada-Reno 
Pittsburgh 


Wisconsin 
Notre Dame 
Oklahoma 
Oregon Tech 
Arizona State 
Syracuse 
Tennessee 
Southern 
Syracuse 
Stanford 


Baylor 

Washington 

South Carolina State 
Nevada-Reno 

Texas A&I 
Cincinnati 

Oregon 

Colgate 


Wyoming 
Northeast Louisiana 
UCLA 


Arizona 


tIncludes totals with both Seattle and another NFL team in 1989. 
Key to abbreviations on page 160. 


DID YOU KNOW... 


... that the Seahawks have lost three regular-season overtime games in their 14-year history—and all three 


were to Denver? 


How ‘89 Games 
acq. GP/GS 
012/90 _ 
T/87 9/0 
OFA/80 15/14 
T/88 3/2 
UFA/90 ="7/0 
010/89 5/1 
D3/89 14/0 
T/89 2/0 
UFA/89 0/0 
D4/90 — 
D1/86 =15/15 
FA/90 0/0 
D2/88 16/14 
FA/90 1/0 
FA/89 11/0 
010/87 16/6 
UFA/90 *15/13 
D3/88 4/0 
D4a/89 16/6 
FA/89 SIR 

A/85 16/1 
08/88 9/9 
FA/90 0/0 
D5/81 16/16 
FA/89 14/0 
FA/87 16/16 
D1/89 16/9 
D8/90 _ 
07/90 — 
D7/85 16/8 
FA/84 16/16 
02/89 0/0 
W/89 2/0 
FA/90 0/0 
01/82 15/15 
FA/89 7/1 
01/80 15/14 
D6/88 16/1 
05/90 = 
D1/90 — 
010/90 ~ 
OFA/82 16/16 
FA/89 2/0 
01/87 =—s_- 16/12 
UFA/90 11/8 
D6/90 - 
SupD1/87 2/2 
FA/89 9/0 
W/88 16/13 
FA/90 0/0 
FA/88 16/0 
OFA/88 16/3 
D2a/90 — 
D2/87 16/16 
D3b/90 = 
FA/88 16/16 
D11b/88 16/13 
D3/86 16/14 
FA/89 16/1 
FA/87 16/3 
011/90 = 
OFA/85 16/14 
UFA/90 “IR 
FA/90 *3/0 
OFA/82 16/0 
D5b/87 16/0 


The Sporting News 1990 Pro Football Yearbook * 


151 


1991 NFL Draft Guide 


Previewing the top prospects for next year’s draft 


Compiled by JOHN HADLEY 


Though their draft value will rise or fall depending on the 
number of underclassmen who decide to turn pro early, these 
fourth- and fifth-year collegians will attract the greatest atten- 


tion from scouts entering the 1991 National Football League 
draft (heights and weights are based on measurements taken by 
a pro scouting combine last spring): 


QUARTERBACKS 


Name, School i 
Paul Justin, Arizona State...........4.4.. 6-5/ 196 
Dan McGwire, San Diego State.. 
Craig Erickson, Miami ( Fla.) 
TJ, Rubley, Tulsa...., 
Donald Hollas, Ric! 
Shawn Moore, Virginia.. 
Brett Favre, Southern Mississippi. 
Bill Musgrave, Oregon... 
Browning Nagle, Louisv’ 
Kyle Morris, Florida 


RUNNING BACKS 


HALFBACKS 


Name, School 
Aaron Craver, Fresno State............., 
Ivory Lee Brown, Ark.-Pine Bluff. 
Chuck Weatherspoon, Houston. 
Darren Lewis, Texas A&M.... 
Stacy Danley, Auburn....... 
Randy Baldwin, Mississippi.. 
Brian Brown, UCLA... 
Siran Stacy, Alabama... 
Blaise Bryant, lowa State. 
Eric Bieniemy, Colorado 


FULLBACKS 

Name, School Ht./Wt. 
Howard Griffith, WiNOIS......:ccccee 5-11/216 
James Joseph, Auburn. 6-0/211 
Nick Bell, loWa,..........0..0 6-3/256 
Leonard Conley, Miami (Fla,).. .5-9/170 


Jarrod Bunch, Michigan... -6-1/231 


Michael Jones, Missouri... 6-2/214 
Roland Poles, Tennessee. 6-0/250 
Alphonso Ellis, Georgia..... §-9/205 
Albert Fann, Cal State Northridge..... 6-2/212 
Judu Harshaw, Arkansas... 6-0/232 
Name, School Ht./Wt. 


Lawrence Dawsey, Florida State.......6-1/192 
Tim Barnett, Jackson State....... 
Reggie Barrett, Texas-El Paso.. 
Ed McCaffrey, Stanford..... 
Jeff Graham, Ohio State..... 
Wesley Carroll, Miami (Fla, ). 
Manny Hazard, Houston... we“ 91172 

Alvin Harper, Tennessee... we 6-3/203 

Linzy Collins, MISSOUFi..........sesses 6-1/185 

Cisco Richard, Northeast Louisiana, 5- 11/176 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
GUARDS 


Name, School 

Eric Moten, Michigan State... 
Joe Garten, Colorado....., 
Dean Dingman, Michigan... 3s 
Mark Tucker, Southern California... 6-3/273 


Dean Kirkland, Washington..............6-3/277 
CENTERS 
Name, School Ht./Wt. 


John Flannery, Syracuse - 
Mike Arthur, Texas A&M 
Mike Heldt, Notre Dame. 
Roger Shultz, Alabama... 
Curtis Lovelace, Illinois 
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Comment 

A lean, mean fighting machine. 
Mark's brother has home run arm. 
Consummate leader is improving fast. 
Scouts love his cannon arm. 

Tough Ow! plays well under pressure, 
Main asset is excellent athleticism. 
Underachiever with great potential. 

A thinking man's passer. 

A potential first-round pick, 

Sleeper pick; fourth-year junior. 


Comment 

Excellent all-purpose prospect. 
NAIA product with NFL talent. 

Most productive player available, 
Big-time talent, small-time attitude, 
Simply punishes opponents, 

An excellent pass-catching threat, 
Draftable primarily for return skills. 
Stock will soar with solid senior year, 
A hard worker with finesse. 

Size may hinder drattability. 


Comment 

A superb all-purpose back. 

Fine physical specimen and blocker. 
Has size and talent but lacks desire, 
Pound for pound, toughest around. 
Displays flashes of greatness, 
Improving steadily every year. 
Thrives on physical aspect of game. 
Injury-prone; needs solid season. 

A raw talent who needs polishing. 
Fastest of the group. 


Comment 

A deep-threat deluxe. 

Unafraid to test the middle, 

Mr. Clutch could be the best. 

His size makes him intriguing. 
Could be best Buckeye WR ever. 
‘Canes’ offense revolves around him, 
Top talent who's always open. 
Has size and speed scouts adore, 
Gifted athlete improves weekly. 
Reminiscent of Redskins’ Smurfs. 


Comment 

Next in long line of Spartan greats. 
Pass-blocking skills need work. 
Best Wolverine guard in years. 
Rebirth of USC blockers begins here. 
At this point, a sleeper pick. 


Comment 

Capable of dominating opponents. 
An agile athlete who rarely goofs. 
Anchor of tough Irish line. 

Some scouts rate him No. 1. 
Could be better pro than collegian. 


TACKLES 
Name, School Ht./ Wt. 
Mark Hayes, Arizona State 6-7/291 


. 6-B/322 
... 6-9/303 


Greg Skrepanak, Michigan..... 
Mark Vander Poel, Colorado... 


Mike Sullivan, Miami (Fla.)... - 6-4/274 
Antone Davis, Tennessee............00 §-3/306 
TIGHT ENDS 

Name, School Ht./Wt. 


Tim Bruton, Missouri......... 

Chris Smith, Brigham Young, 
Lionel Sykes, Pittsburgh... 

Randy Bethel, Miami (Fia.)... 
Jerry Evans, Toledo....,...... 

Bruce McGonnigal, Virginia... 
Kerry Cash, Taxa.....-....0- 
Mark Chmura, Boston College 
David Jones, Delaware State. 
Rob Chudzinski, Miami (Fla.) 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 


ENDS 
Name, School Ht/Wt. 


Fernando Horn, AUDUFM......ceeeeO-5/254 
Mel Agee, Illinois........ oe 

Rhett Hall, California.. 
Mitch Donahue, Wyoming.. 
James Goode, Oklahoma..., bs 
Shane Curry, Miami (Fla.). «6-4 /253 
Mike Sanfratello, Northern Arizona... 6-4/268 


Don Davey, WISCONSIN... 6-5/237 
Travis Richardson, Washington........6-4/259 
TACKLES 

Name, School Ht./Wt. 
Russell Maryland, Miami (Fla.)........6-3/269 
Scott Evans, Oklahoma...........-0.00 6-3/257 
George Williams, Notre Dame 6-3/282 


Kelvin Pritchett, Mississippi............. 6-3/270 
Phil Hansen, North Dakota State....... 

David Rocker, Auburn...,,..,.... 
Ted Washington, Louisville 
dim Johnson, lowa.......... 
Marvin Mitchell, Wake Forest, 


Vance Hammond, Clemson............... 6-7/299 
NOSEGUARDS 

Name, School Ht./Wt. 
Chris Zorich, Notre Dame............0.0. 6-1/268 


...6-2/252 
.8-3/278 
o 6- 1/248 
..6-6/278 
«.6-7/272 
.6-2/272 


Moe Gardner, Iilinois.......... 
Esera Tuaolo, Oregon State 
Brad Culpepper, Florida.. 
Paul Glonek, Arizona...... 
Stacey Dillard, Oklahoma... 
James Jones, Northern lowa.. 


Don Gibson, Southern California.......6-3/254 
Marc Boutte, Louisiana State............ 6-4/272 
LINEBACKERS 

INSIDE 

Name, School Ht./Wt, 


Michael Stonebreaker, Notre Dame... 6-0/227 
Darrin Trieb, Purdue.....,,.... 9g 

Erik Helgeson, Boise State.. 
Darrick Brownlow, Illinois... 
Maurice Crum, Miami (Fla.)... 
Brian Jones, Texas..... : 
Erick Anderson, Michigan... ..§-3/216 
Scott Ross, Southern California........ 
Pat Tyrance, Ne@braska,.........csessee 

Keith Traylor, Central State (Okla.),.6-2/251 
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Comment 

Has size; must work on technique. 
Fourth-year junior with vast talent, 
Only weakness is pass blocking. 
Hurricanes’ best lineman in years. 
Improved tremendously last year, 


Comment 

Watch for him in Pro Bowl someday, 
Cougars' finest TE ever, 

Has physical talent of first-rounder. 
Scouts salivating over size, speed, 
An excellent pass- catching TE. 
Better blocking will raise his stock. 
Improving by leaps and bounds. 
Fourth-year junior with good hands. 
Can he do it ina big pond? 

Lacks athleticism but produces. 


Comment 

Potential game-breaking defender 
Versatile player, superb pass rusher, 
Progressing fast; will peak in pros, 
Good run stopper and pass rusher 
Tremendous athlete when healthy. 
Attitude is only drawback. 

Pounder applies heavy pressure. 
Needs to be more physical. 

Gets to quarterbacks quickly. 


Comment 

Could be best player available. 
Tenacity makes him a natural for DT. 
Solid player in each phase of game. 
Strong junior year raised his stock, 
Nasty mentality will take him far. 
Still hasn't shown all he can do, 

Just starting to tap potential. 

Tough as nails; gives total effort. 
When motivated, he could be a force. 
Underachiever thus far as collegian. 


Comment 

Toughest player in collegiate ranks. 
Best pass rusher of the group. 

Plays his best against the best. 

A strong fourth-year junior. 

Potential star with little experience. 
Physically blessed fourth-year junior. 
Must prove himself against the best. 
Injuries have hindered his career, 
Fourth-year junior lacks intensity. 


Comment 

Reminiscent of Jack Lambert. 
Excellent attitude, improving ability 
College DE will play ILB in pros, 

A Mike Singletary clone. 

Field general could play outside. 

A sideline-to-sideline defender. 

A consistent fourth-year junior. 

A flamboyant, aggressive headhunter. 
Made tremendous strides in ‘89. 
Could be '91 draft's sleeper pick. 


OUTSIDE 


Name, School Ht./Wt. 
Huey Richardson, Florida 
Alfred Williams, Colorado. 
Kanavis McGhee, Colorado... 
Levon Kirkland, Clemson.. 
Morris Lewis, Georgia...... 
Kevin Harris, Texas Southern.. 
Norman Cowins, Georgia.. 
Karl Edwards, Maryland... : 
Alex Marshall, Michigan...... . 6-4/237 
Carlos Jenkins, Michigan State......... 6-5/219 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 


Comment 

Best of Gators’ great LB prospects. 
Will go no lower than 12th in draft. 
Big-play man excels in the clutch. 
A bruising fourth-year junior. 

Most underrated player in the group. 
Imposing blend of size and speed. 
Dependable fourth-year junior. 
Inconsistent, but lots of potential. 
Fourth-year junior sometimes slacks. 
An excellent all-around player. 


CORNERBACKS 

Name, School Ht./Wt. Comment 

Todd Lyght, Notre Dame.. .6-1/181 The collegiate game's best player. Paul Justin Todd L 

Henry Jones, Illinois......... ..6-0/191 Like an extension of the receiver. Ari be ” B J ght 
Bruce Pickens, Nebraska. §-11/189 Has ability; just needs polishing. rigona state Q 


Preston Warren, Tennessee. 
Chris Green, Illinois 5-11/182 
Joe Johnson, North Carolina State....5-8/177 
Richard Fain, Florida.... : 

Simmie Carter, Souther 
David Key, Michigan. 
Darryl Lewis, Arizona. 


Must rebound from poor '89 season. 
Aggressive; rarely gets beat. 

Most underrated CB of the bunch. 
Questionable attitude lowers value. 
An excellent all-purpose player. 


Wolverine packs an incredible punch. 


Progressed noticeably a year ago. 


SAFETIES 
Name, School Ht./Wt. Comment 
Among top pure athletes available. 


Tripp Welborne, Michigan............+ 6- 1/193 
Louis Riddick, Pittsburgh... st 

Vada Murray, Michigan... 
Reggie Cooper, Nebraska... 
Jeff Hammerschmidt, Arizona.. 
Fernandus Vinson, N.C. State.. 
Larry Horton, Texas A&M... 
Kerry Valrie, Southern Missi 
Ivan Geralds, Grambling State. ‘ 
Tim Lance, Eastern IIlin0ls..........00 


Has the size and speed to be a force. 
Underrated FS is very consistent. 
Consistency would lift his ranking. 


Wounded knee in '89 is only question. 


An aggressive converted CB. 
Former RB has adjusted nicely. 
Size could be a liability. 

Scouts will be watching this comer. 
Good leader rarely makes mistakes. 
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Aaron Craver 
Fresno State HB 
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Notre Dame CB 


Russell Maryland 
Miami (Fla.) DT 


Round 11, Pick 10 
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1989 NFG STATISTICAL LEADERS 


RUSHING Player, Team 
Player, Team Att. Yds. Avg. Lng. TDs White, Phil... 
B. SANDERS, Det...... 280. 1470 53 34-14 Brown, Ph 
Anderson, Chives. 274 1275 4.7 73 11 Haley, S.F 
Hilliard, N.O. . 344 1262 3.7 40 13 Holt, S.F. 
Bell, Rams... .272 1137 42 47 #15 Mann, Wa 
Craig, S.F.... = 271 1054 3.9 27 6 Manley, Was 
Anderson, Giants........ 325 1023 3.1 36 14 Marshall, Giant 
Walker, Dall.-Minn.... 250 915 3.7 47 7 Warren, N.O 
Riggs, Wash. cesrcssssonon 2 834 41 58 4 Ball, Det... 
Fullwood, G.B.. 821 40 38 5 Cofer, Det 
Settle, Aul....... 689 38 20 3 Cotton, A 
Cunningham, Phil. 621 60 51 4 Dent, Chi. 
Tate, T.B........ 589 35 48 8 
at eta = es a ; 
Toney, Phil... 582 4A 4 
- Byner, Wash, .. 580 43 24 7 PUNT RETURNS 
Ferrell, Phoe... 502 3.4 t44 6 Player, Team No. FC Yds. Avg. Lng. TOs 
Byars, Phil... 452 34 116 5 STANLEY, Det....... 36 5 496 138 74 Q 
Palmer, Dall. 446 4.0 163 2 Meggett, Giants...... 46 14 582 12.7 176 1 
Delpino, Rams. 368 47 132 1 Sikahema, Phoe....... 37. 13 433 117 53 O 
Majkowski, G.B... 75 358 48 20 5 Taylor, S.F...... . 36 20 417 116 37 0 
Drewrey, T.B.. “20 (2,220°13.0 5h 0 
para ot a 
Lewis, Minn, ...-...2+. f 
RECEIVING Howard, Wash........ 21 18 200 95 38 0O 
Player, Team No. Yds. Avg. Lng. TDs Henley, Rams.......... 28 19 266 95 25 0 
SHARPE, G.B. uuu. 90 1423 15.8 t79 12 Williams, Phil.. 30 7 267 89 24 O 
Carrier, T.B. 86 19422 165 t78 9 Query, G.B...... : 7 247 82 15 O 
Monk, Wash 86 118 138 t60 8 d NO_Dall, 1 
rs Shepard, N.O.-Dall.. 31 2 251 8.1 156 
Rice, S.F..... 82 1483 18.1 t68 17 Harris, N.O 27 19h 73 ZO v 
Sanders, Wash. 80 1138 142 68 4 = 
Clark, Wash 79 1229 156 t80 9 
eid, eee i 1383 197 33 8 FF RETURN 
lard, Rams D 
R. Johnson, De 70 1091 156 t75 8 PL AERO URNS TDs 
E. Martin, N.O 68 1090 16.0 t53 8 GRAY. D nets 6 0 
Byars, Phil... 68 721 106 60 0 Dixon, Dalla 1 
cuter Meg n=- 6B Bee 64 30 $A Mah a bee BRO AO] 
J.T. Smith, Phoe 62 778 125 31 5 — Gentry, Chi... - 28 667 238 63 0 
60 1077 18.0 195 10 Meggett, Giants.. . 27 577 21.4 43 0 
59 527 89 33 0 Sanders, Chi........ ~ 2s 491 213.196 i 
58 862 149 47 3 : 303 £20 35 0 
54 458 8.5 27 2 Sanders, Atl........ 35 725 20.7 72 0 
ese oe § bomen Oo Be ok 
t ikahema, Phoe.. i 
SL 510 200 ST 2 Fisher, SFiicmconeae 32 643 201 41 0 
Shepard, N.0.-Dall, 27 529 196 32 O 
Jones, Athos. 23 440 191 29 Q 
SACKS Usher, S.D.-Phoe zi 706 187 33 9 
Elder, T.B.... 3 
DOLEMAN Minn Sacks — Workman,G.B....-. 33 547 166 46 0 
Harris, G.B. . "T9'5——sngram, Giants. 22 332 151 29 0 
Millard, Mine 18.0 
ea ety Ha 
willing, N. 16. 
Simmons, Phi 15.5 INTERCEPTIONS 
Taylor, Giants. 15.0 Player, Team No. Yds. Avg. Lng. TDs 
Jeffcoat, Dall. 11.5 ALLEN, Phil,...wuu.0. 8 38 48 18 O 
Noga, Minn.. 2115 McDonald, Phoe.......... 7 170 243 t53 1 
PASSING 
Pct. Avg. Pct. Pct. Rating 
Player, Team Att. Cmp. Cmp. Yds. Gain TDs TDs Lg. Int. Int. Pts, 
MONTANA, S-F..... 271 70.2 3521 912 26 67 (95 8 21 1124 
Everett, Rams... .518 304 587 4310 832 29 56 1t78 17 33 9046 
Rypien, Wash. .476 280 588 3768 7.92 22 46 180 13 27 881 
Hebert, N.O..., .353 222 629 2686 7.61 15 42 t54 15 42 827 
Majkowski, G.B.. .599 353 589 4318 7.21 27 45 t79 20 33 823 
Simms, Giants .405 228 563 3061 756 14 35 te2 14 35 77.6 
Miller, Atl,...... -526 280 53.2 3459 658 16 3.0 t72 10 19 761 
Cunningham, Phil. .532 290 545 3400 639 21 3.9 t66 15 28 755 
Wilson, Minn....... . 362 194 53.6 2543 7.02 9 25 50 12 33° Fos 
Hogeboom, Phoe .364 204 56.0 2591 7.12 14 #38 (59 #419 #52 69.5 
Testaverde, T.B. .480 258 53.8 3133 653 20 42 (78 22 46 689 
Tomezak, Chi. .... .306 156 51.0 2058 673 16 52 t79 16 52 682 
Gagliano, Det. . 232 117 504 1671 7.20 6 26 t75 12 52 61.2 
Aikman, Dall. sesecsseneseee 293 155 52.9 1749 5.97 9. 3A) 78 18. GL. “Sh7 
PUNTING 
Net Total Opp. Ret. In Net 
Player, Team Punts Yards Long Avg. Punts TB. Bik. Ret. Yds. 20 Avg. 
CAMARILLO, Phoe.... 76 3298 58 434 76 6 O 42 330 21 375 
Arnold, Det......... 82 3538 64 43.1 83 ¥ a 46 373 14 36.0 
Landeta, Giants.. 70 3019 71 43.1 70 xD 29) 236 as 378 
Mojsiejenko, Wash. 62 2663 74 43.0 63 9° 3) Se 383, Zi) saz 
Fulhage, Atl. ... 84 3472 65 413 85 o' a1 43 460 24 333 
Saxon, Dall... 79 3233 56 409 81 & 2 22 33h 39. 343 
Bracken, G.B.., 66 2682 63 40.6 be. FP OC BO aie AT’ BLO 
Helton, S.F... 55 2226 56 40.5 56 G tT 35 ‘S61 3 312 
Scribner, Minn 72 #2864 55 398 72 Si-O 32 300 36, 334 
Barnhardt, N.O. .. 2179 «56 «(39.6 55 4 0 28 174 IW 350 
Buford, Chi. 2844 60 395 72 9.0 29 262 21) 334 
Mohr, T.B.... 3311 58 39.4 86 3. 2 SA 492 YO! 321 
Teltschik, Phil, 2246 «658 «639.4 57 Ze) 325 N75) Ae 6-353 
Hatcher, Rams... 2834 54 38.8 74 t 2 34 315 15 32.1 
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Player, Team No. Yds. 
Holmes, Det, 6 7 
Hamilton, T. 6 70 
Waymer, N.O 6 66 
Gray, Rams .. 6 48 
Robinson, T. 6 44 
6 12 
5 135 
5 87 
5 70 
Abin F 
ar” 38 
5 26 
5 15 
4 94 
Everett, Phil. 4 64 
Gordon, AU 4 60 
Stinson, C 4 59 
Frizzell, Ph A 58 
Jenkins, Phil, 4 58 
Walton, Was! 4 58 
Cooper, Atl, . 4 54 
B. Davis, Wa 4 40 
Mack, Phoe.. 4 15 
SCORING 
KICKERS 
Player, Team 
GOPER) SiR c.cdeitereses 
Lohmiller, Wash.. 41 41 
Karlis, Minn... 27. 28 
Lansford, Rams.. 5Y, 53 
Jacke, GB. ..... 42 42 
Andersen, N.O. 44 45 
Igwebuike, T.B... an" 35 
Murray, Det... 36 «636 
Davis, N.E.-At| «2 628 
Butler, Chi... » 43 45 
Allegre, Giants . 23 24 
Del Greco, Phoe.. 28 29 
Zendejas, Phil.-Dall....... 33. 33 
Ruzek, Dall.-Phil. <2e . 29 
McFadden, Atl... 18 «#18 
Nittmo, Giants ake. Sst 
DeLine, Phil... 3 3 
Garcia, Minn 8 8 
Miller, Atl........ 0 0 


Avg. Lng. TDs 
12.8 36 
117 30 
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FG FG Tot. 
. Made Att. Pts. 
29 36 136 
29 40 128 
31 39 120 
23. 30 120 
22 28 108 
20 29 104 
22 28 99 
20 21 9% 
23 34 94 
15 19 88 
20 26 83 
18 26 82 
14 24 75 
13 22)—=OoG7 
15 20 63 
oe eee 
a” dh he 
1 Be Ae 
1 1 3 


NON-KICKERS 


Total Rush Pass Misc. 
TDs TDs TDs TDs 


Player, Team 
HILLIARD, N.0.(RB) 18 


Rice, S.F.(WR)......... 17 
Anderson, Chi. (RB)... 15 
Bell, Rams (RB).......... 15 


Anderson, Giants (RB) 14 
B. Sanders, Det. (RB) 14 
Sharpe, G.B. (WR)... 13 
Carter, Phil, (WR)...... ll 
Taylor, S.F.(WR)...... 10 
W'lk’r, Dal.-Min, (RB) 10 
Byner, Wash. (RB)..... 
Carrier, T.B. (WR)..... 
Clark, Wash. (WR)... 
Tate, T.B. (RB).......... 
Ellard, Rams (WR)... 
R. J’hns‘n, Det. (WR). 
E. Martin, N.0. (WR). 
Monk, Wash. (WR)..... 
Muster, Chi. (RB)_.... 
Craig, S.F.(RB)......-.- 
Green, Phoe. (WR)..... 
Fenney, Minn. (RB)... 
Ferrell, Phoe, (RB)..... 
Jones, Atl, (RB)... 
Anderson, Rams (WR) 
Byars, Phil. (RB)......... 
Fullwood, G.B. (RB)... 
Hill, T.B. (WR) ccs 
Johnson, Rams (TE).. 
Majkowski, G.B. (QB). 
McGee, Rams (RB)... 
Meggett, Giants (RB) 
Settle, Atl. (RB) ....... 
J. Smith, Pho, (WR)... 
West, G.B, (TE)... 
Brenner, N.O. (TE)... 
Carter, Minn. (WR)... 
Cunn’ham, Phil. (QB), 
Fontenot, G.B. (RB)... 
Gagliano, Det. (QB)... 
Haynes, Atl. (WR)...... 
Hill, N.O. (WR). 


PLHP HLSHUUOWVNO DONG oO N~ wo Como. 


SOSH SBOCOCOWORPUOCOCOUUOTTSOTUNCCOCORCOSoNYNOCOSCO 


Tot. 
Pts. 
5 108 
17 102 
4 90 
0 90 
0 84 
0 84 
12 78 
11 66 
10 60 
2 60 
2 54 
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Total Rush Pass Misc. Tot. 
Player, Team TOs TDs TDs TDs Pts. 
Jones, S.F. (TE). 4 
Peete, Det. (QB)........ 
Riggs, Wash. (RB)...... 
Sanders, Wash. (WR) 


Turner, Giants (WR).. 24 
Bavaro, Giants (TE)... 18 
Collins, Atl. (WR) ....... 18 
A. Cox, Rams (WR)... 18 
Davis, Chi, (WR)......... 18 


Dixon, Dall. (WR)....... 
Harbaugh, Chi. (QB)... 
Jackson, Phil, (TE)... 
Johnston, Dall. (RB)... 
Jones, Phoe. (WR)..... 
Jordan, N.O. (RB)...... 


{Wo We Wd Go a Wn 
SCOWSOWOOWSOOOWOSCSSCOOCOCLSO 
WWOWOWWOWWWONWWWWESOOL 
ecocooscoccocOoOrSOCSCCOCSCOSCS 
i 
co 


Jordan, Minn, (TE)... 18 
McKinnon, Chi, (WR). 18 
Montana, S.F. (QB)... 18 
Thornton, Chi. (TE)... 18 
Toney, Phil. (RB)........ 18 
Wilder, T.B. (RB)....... 18 
Wilkins, Ath (TE)... 18 
t—Touchdown, 


1989 NFL 
FINAL STANDINGS 


AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
EASTERN DIVISION 


W. L. T. Pet. Pts. Opp. 

Buffalo... 9 7 0 563 409 317 
Indianapolis 8 8 O 500 298 301 
FAM. sesso . 8 8 O 500 331 379 
New England... 5 11 0 .313 297 391 
NAY, Jets .cscescssesse 412 0 250 253 411 

CENTRAL DIVISION 

W. L. T. Pet. Pts, Opp. 

“Cleveland... 9 6 1 594 334 254 
tHouston..... 9 7 0 563 365 412 
tPittsburgh. » 9 7 0° 563 265 326 
Cincinnati ............. 8 8 O 500 404 285 

WESTERN DIVISION 

W. L. T. Pet. Pts. Opp. 

Denver... 5 0 688 362 226 
Kansas City. 7 1 531 318 286 
L.A. Raiders 8 0 500 315 297 
9 0 438 241 327 

10 0 375 266 290 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE 


EASTERN DIVISION 


*N.Y. Giants......... 

+Philadelphia........ 

Washington. 

Phoenix... A 

Dallas. .ciseaasesiecss 

“Minnesota 

Green Bay 

Detroit .. 

Chicago ... 

Tampa Bay 

WESTERN DIVISION 

W. L. T. Pet. Pts. Opp 

*San Francisco... 14 2 0 875 442 253 
11 5 0 688 426 344 
9 7 0 563 386 301 
313 0 188 279 437 


“Division champion. 
tWild-card team. 


PLAYOFFS 


AFC wild card: Pittsburgh 26, Houston 23 (OT) 

AFC semifinals: Cleveland 34, Buffalo 30 
Denver 24, Pittsburgh 23 

AFC championship: Denver 37, Cleveland 21 


NFC wild card: L.A. Rams 21, Philadelphia 7 

NFC semifinals: San Francisco 41, Minnesota 13 
L.A. Rams 19, N.Y, Giants 13 (OT) 

NFC championship: San Francisco 30, L.A. Rams 3 


NFL championship: San Francisco 55, Denver 10 


Cliff Charpentier’s 
FANTASY 


1990 


THE FIRST, 
THE BEST, 
THE ONLY 
WINNING EDGE 
FOR EVERY 


FA 


NTASY FOOTBALL PLAYER! 


Whether a novice or a crusty veteran, Cliff Charpentier’s Fantasy Football 
Digest is a must for every Fantasy Football player. Statistics on every pro 
— including 1990’s rookies — based on every Fantasy Football scoring 

method. Analysis by the Number One Fantasy Football expert. And much 


more! 
And don't forget Cliff Charpent 


ier's Fantasy Football Preseason 


Newsletters — a weekly up-to-the-minute guide to player moves, injury 
reports and continuing analysis. 


Get the winning edge 
in your league's draft 
— with Cliff 
Charpentier’s Seventh 
Annual Fantasy 
Football Digest and 
Newsletters! 


FROM FANTASY 
SPORTS, INC — 
BECAUSE 
WINNING SHOULD BE 
NO FANTASY! 


To ord 
(In M 


FANTASY 
SPORTS INC 


FANTASY SPORTS TACKLES 
THE NEW NFL SCHEDULE 


With the NFL expanding its 

16-game schedule over 17 weeks 
in 1990, and 18 weeks thereafter, 
how will your fantasy league be 


affected? Have you gone over 
your options? This year's Fantasy 
Football Digest will offer your 
league a number of options. 
These options will greatly serve 
your league in sorting out the new 
NFL scheduling format. 


er or for more information 

call 1-800-233-9809. 

innesota, 1-612-774-8955) 
NO C.O.D. 


1990 Digest 

Pre-Season Newsletters. . 15.00 
Our helpful organizers 

Commissioner Organizer . .7.95 

_____ Player Organizer......... 2.95 
And Much More 

Info on Additional Products 

SHIPPING/HANDLING 


FROM $50.01 TO $75.00 
FROM $75.01 AND MORE 
MINNESOTA RESIDENTS 
ADD 6% SALES TAX 


The Sporting News 1990 Pro Football Yearbook * 


ORDER FORM 
TOTAL, Fo. oes o 2 pop penqocend $ 


SHIPPING/HANDLING 

MINN. SALES TAX .. 0.6... .02--08, $ 
TOTAL ORDER ...........000-005 $ 
Name 
Address 
City. 
Telephone ( ) 

(1 Check enclosed (] Money Order [| Visa (7 Mastercard 
exp date. 


State. Zip. 


Mail to: Fantasy Sports Inc. 
674 E. 6th St., St. Paul, MN 55106 
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| 1989 AFC STATISTICAL LEADERS 


| RUSHING Phin Se Sacks Player, Team No. Yds, Avg, Lng, TDs 
"Player, Team Ate Ve. Aggy: Leng Tite. | PER A stent BD AdOMeS BUFF nim 5 20 4.0 13 9 
OKOYE, K.C..srenscen 370 1480 40 59 12 Shidress, Hou. “Byles, Hou. Be Te SS) “G 
| Dickerson, Ind. ....... Az yar Fee Wee “85 © McDowell, Hou. 4 65 163 21 0 
Thomas, Bulf.. 42 38 «46 - iB L nd. ... 8.0 Woodruff, Pitt 4 5714.3. 35 G 
Brooks, Cin... Se 65 7 Wilton WE “Bo ere, 30 4 $2 130 31 0 
Humphrey, Den... 39 40 7) Raed “EQ Seale: 0 4 97 MB 2 0 
Jackson, Raiders 5.5 t92 4 onan’ Mia, 15 Lewis, K.C 4 37 93 22 0 
Stephens, NE... 34 135 «7 oh lean sok bo Oliver, Mia 4 32 33.00 23. 
Worley, Pitt........ 39 38 «5 Berard, pe 75 Dishman, Hou... A. 31, 38 31.0 
Hector, Jets 40 24 3 oye ; Ne 7.0 Ross, K.C, .... 4 2e 7S 2h 2 
Butts, SD... 40 50 9 ve er Ln 7.0 Thomas, Cin... 4 18 45 118 1 
> Smith, Mia, $3.95 &  poyerit aes 
_ Metcalf, Clev, . 34 (43 6 Thon son, Ind “70 SCORING 
Warner, Sea... 33 34° «3 Per Agere» soa 
ge, Pitt. ...... 33.35) 8 KICKERS 
Perryman, N.E..., 37% 816 2 
Kinnebrew, Buff, 4) 25 6 KICKOFF RETURNS xP XP FG FG Tot. 
Highsmith, Hou... 41 25 4 Player, Team Yds. Avg. Lng. TDs Player, Team Made Att. Made Att. Pts. 
_ Spencer, S.D.. 39 15 3 WOODSON, Pitt. ......... 982 273 184 1 TREADWELL, Den....... 39 40 27 33 120 
Williams, Sea. . 34 21 1 Logan, Mia...... 613 255 197 1 Norwood, Buff. nnn 46 47 23 30 115 
Smith, Raiders 40 21 1 A. Miller, 5.0. , 533 254 191 1 Zendejas, Hou. -40 40 25 37 115 
Martin, N.E. 584 243 38 0 Lowery, K.C..... ~a4 35° 24 33 306 
Jefferson, Sea. 511 23.2 t97 1 Jaeger, Raiders ~34 34 23 34 103 
Metcalf, Cle. ns gr2 +4 0 piovatonich, Mia. vsressee = 3 a ee ae 
Player, Team Avg. Lng. TDs Jennings, Gin 4 0 pti aaa 
REO BUT cone 8 144 ih 9~—«=Bell, Den... O02 20t 35) 0 | Aniersin, Pit, tae a a ae 
> Blades, Sea... P 138 t60 5 Adams, Raiders .. 425 193 37 0 Be SD. sores “59 30 17 «25 80 
Johnson, DEM. sree Teac 68") 17.” Tommsal ees "33 fan 186 St 8 Breech. Eins, 37 38 12 14 73 
Willams, S€a, wrens Bb tate eC 56 466 179 36 0 NeJohnson, Sta 27 27 15 25 72 
A. Miller, 5.0... 16.7 169 10 opeland, K.C,.... 17. BD Melelingin, Beanies 27, Er BE ES. ae 
Hill, HOt... ] 142 50 8 K. Johnson, Hou... 372 177 39 «0 on Ye NE “Sa la 14 7 56 
Slaughter, Clev 5 19.0 t97 6 Holland, S.D.... . 29 510 17.6 34 0 aurovsky, .. * 
McGee, Cin... : 186 (74 8 Hurmphery, Jets... 24 414 173 52 O Gallery, Cin... ade 134 2 eer” IF 
Clayton, Mia 158 078 9 JOhNSON, Cit... eseseeseeeeee 0 1 0 0 0 
Brooks, Ind. : 1446 155 4 
Jensen, Mia,.... 5 91 #20 6 Player, Team No. FC Yds. Avg. Lng. TDs Total Rush Pass Misc. Tot. 
et ae ‘ oe He ; VERDIN, Ind. Caran 3 296 12.9 049 1 Player, Team TDs TDs TDs TDs Pts, 
as, Buff...... " K cNeil, Clev.... a P 
Fernandez, Raiders... 57 1069 188 175 9 Townsell, Jets.ccsscses 12 299 91 30 O die ee 3 u Z 0 i 
Givins, Hou - 35 794 144 48 3 — Sutton, G.B.-Buff.... 31 10 273 88 26 O A. Miller,S.0.(WR).. 11 0 10 1 66 
Sievers, N.E, 54 615 114 46 0 Woodson, Pitle.sss.-1 29. 2 207 7.1 20 O  Metcalf/Clev.(RB)... 10 6 4 O 60 
Metcalf, Clev, . 54 397 74 68 4 Bell, Defuse 21 3 143 68 24 O  Brooks,Cin (RB)... 9 7 2 0 54 
Rison, Ind.... 158 61 4 Butts, S.D.(RB)..... 9 9 O 0 54 
Brown, Cin 157 46 6 Clayton, Mia.(WR)... 9 OF 9 O 54 
Bentley, Ind. ... 10.1 61 3 INTERCEPTIONS Fern'dez, LA(WR]. 9 #0 9 0 54 
Player, Team No. Yds. Avg. Lng. TDs Holman, Cin. (TE). 9 es 
WRIGHT, CleV. -.cscsssse0- 9 91 101 iy 1 Reed, Buff. (WR)....... 9 6 9 O 54 
Fulcher, Cit... . 8 87 109 22 0 Dickerson, Ind. (RB). 8 7 1 Q 48 
Player, Team Sacks Taylor, Ind, .. 7 225 321 «80 1 Hill, Hou, (WR)... 8 0 8 O 48 
WILLIAMS, S.0.... 14. Byrd, S.D, ... 7 38 54 22 0 Hoge, Pitt. (RB)......... ne nt 
B. Smith, Buff, " McMian, Jets. 6 180 30.0 192 1 Humphrey, Den. (RB). 8 o Ay 0 248 
O'Neal, 5.D...... <1: Braxton, Den. . 6 103 17.2 134 1 McGee, Cin, (WR)... 8 0 8 0 48 
Fletcher, Den. , 12. Kelso, Buff... 6 101 168 43 O Johnson, Den. (WR)... 7 0 7 8 42 
Porter, Sea... 10, 6 88 147 t58 1 Stephens, N.E.(RB).. 7 fr D0 1 AR 
; Townsend, Raiders. 10.5 5 233 466 t87 2 Vick, Jets (RB) ws... 7 5S 2 0 | 42 
PY) Cross, Mia........ 4 Hasty, Jets 5 62 124 t34 1 Williams, Sea. (RB)... 7 LD) Sree ora 
~ Grossman, S.D. Brown, Hou... 5 54108 41 O Brown, Cin, (WR)... 6 jf 10 * 36 
| Hand, Ind)... Hurst, N.E 5 31 62 t16 1 Highsmith, Hou. (RB). 6 2 ee 
| D, Thomas, K.C... Robinson, Sea 5 2 48 20 O Jensen, Mia. (WR)..... 6 0 6 0 36 
25 C. Jones, N.E.(WR)... 6 0 6 0 36 
| PUNTING ee Pir(WReee Gk OO Be 
Net Total Opp. Ret. In Net Slaughter, Clev, (WR) 6 0 6 0 36 
Player, Team Punts Yards Long Avg. Punts TB. Bik. Ret. Yds. 20 Avg. Smith, Mia. (RB)... 6 6 0 0 36 
| Gr. MONTGOMERY, How. «0... 2422 63 433 58 7 2 24 191 15 36.2 Bentley, Ind.(RB).... 5 1 3 1 30 
Stark, Ind... 3392 64 429° 80 10 1 51 558 14 329 Blades,Sea (WR)... 5 0 5 0 30 
Roby, Mia... 2458 58 424 59 6 1 2 256 18 353 A-Brown Mia (WR), 5 0 5 O 30 
Newsome, Pitt. 3368 «657 «411 48983) 69) «1 (450 (361) 15) 034.1 ~——Duncan, How. (WR)... 5 0 5 0 30 
Gossett, Raiders. 2711 60 405 67 7 O 41 301 12 339 Dykes, N.E.(WR)...... oP 1 XY a 
Horan, Den...,.. 3111 63 404 77 5 O 28 370 24 343 Hector, Jets (RB)..... ne eS 
Goodburn, K.C, 2688 454 401 67 5 O 40 325 25 338 Manoa, Clev. (RB)...... ee 
Ilesic, S.D. .. 3049 64 401 76 7 O 39 408 11 329  — Skansi, Sea. (WR)... a BO 
~ Johnson, Cin. 2445 62 401 63 11 2 33 323 14 30.2 ‘Jaylor,Cin. (RB)... 5 3 2 O 30 
Rodriguez, Sea 2995 59 399 7 8 1 41 334 17 329  Townsell,Jets(WR). 5 0 5 0 30 
Kidd, Buff... 2564 60 394 67 9 2 25 227 15 32.2 White, Hou. (RB)........ > 3 9 9 30 
Prokop, Jets 3426 76 394 87 4 O 34 257 29 355 Worley, Pitt. (RB)...... 3) 5 OD 30 
Wagner, Cv. . 3817 60 394 97 6 O 49 418 32 338 A hig het ge : _ z 4 x 
eagles, N.E. ... é 2392 64 38.0 64 1 \ OOKS, ANG. SNEED oss-: 
9 9 8 é Be AGN DE) SNS. RACERS, as. a. Be 
| uber: 4 8 4 8 2 
armon, Buff. Lary 
PASSING Jackson, Raiders (RB) 4 4 fae) 24 
Pet. Av Pet. Pct. Rating Moon, Hou. (QB)........ 4 HP OR °K 
_ Player, Team Att. Cmp. Cmp. Yds. Gain TDs TDs Lg. Int. Int. Pts. Mueller, Raiders (RB) 4 m 2 ‘'O “OA 
_ ESIASON, Cin... 455 258 56.7 3525 7.75 28 62 174 11 24 921 Risort, Ind. (WR)... e gis ee 
_ Moon, Hou. 464 280 603 3631 783 23 50 55 14 30 889 Warner, Sea. (RB)..... 4 3 a. 'G 24 
~ Kelly, Buff. 391 228 583 3130 801 25 64 U78 18 46 2862 Largent,Sea.(WR).. 3 O 3 0 419 
~ Kosar, Clev 513 303 59.1 3533 689 18 35 97 14 27 803 Ball, Cin. (RB) susosuoo- 3) Bie Ore ware 
Marino, Mia... 550 308 56.0 3997 7.27 24 44 t78 22 40 769 K. Davis, Buff.(RB).. 3 1 2 O 18 
DeBerg, K.C... 324 1% 605 2529 781 1l1 34 50 16 49 758 Edmunds, Mia, (TE). 3 OF 3 O 18 
Krieg, Sea..... 499 286 573 3309 663 21 42 0 20 40 748 Elway, Den. (QB)........ 3) oe hao? 6 
O'Brien, Jets. 477 288 604 3346 701 12 25 57 18 38 743 Fryar, N.E. (WR)....... Zee AN te 
Elway, Den... 416 223 536 3051 733 18 43 69 18 43 737 Givins, Hou. (WR)...... By arse 0, Le 
_ McMahon, S.0.. 318 176 553 2132 670 10 31 169 10 31 735 Jennings, Cin. (RB)... 3 2 1 OO 18 
Brister, Pitt...... 342 187 54.7 2365 692 9 26 179 10 29 731 Lofton, Buff.(WR)... 3 OF 3 O 18 
~ Trudeau, Ind. 362 190 525 2317 640 15 41 71 13 36 713 McMillan, Jets (S)...... 3, Seton ‘a Bare 
J Grogan, NIE. incmnnnnaeist 261 133 510 1697 650 9 34 155 14 54 608 McNeil, Jets(RB).... 3 2 21 0 18 
ro Fo rboo 
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NFL PRESEASON GAMES 


(All times local) 
Total Rush Pass Misc. Tot, 


Player, Team TDs TDs TDs TDs Pts. HALL OF FAME GAME SUNDAY, AUGUST 19 
roa, ee Mg Ss 3 ag SATURDAY. AUGUSTA Minnesota at Cleveland (TNT). ..ccssssessersesseene 8:00 
Sewell, ee ae te FS 18 Chicago Vs. Cleveland at Canton, 0, (ABC)...... 1:00 San Sea eee arene ae 6:00 
Spencer, S.D.(RB).... 3 18 Denver vs. Seattle at Tokyo (ESPN) 0 “ooh as! 
Tillman, Clev. ayes : : SUNDAY, AUGUST 5 THIRD WEEK 
Alexander, Den, , L.A. Raiders vs. New Ori. at London (NBC)..... 7:00 
Allen, Raiders (RB)... 2 12 _. ____ FRIDAY, AUGUST 24 
Anderson, LA (CB) 2 12 Cincinnati at New England 
Beach, Ind. (TE) 2 12 FIRST WEEK pearance ch us 
2 12 THURSDAY, AUGUST 9 os Angeles Ps eG icago sap ; 
2 12 Datron-ak Houston: 0 Tampa Bay at Seattle .....crccccssssessserceeenseee 
~ 2 = New England vs. Pittsburgh at at Montreal,........ 7:30 Atanas CA RayAC Morale 25 
2 12 SATURDAY, AUGUST 11 Buffalo at New Orleans .... . 
2 12 Atlanta vs. Washington at Chapel Hill, N.C....... Denver at Miami (TNT) 
Grayson, Clev. (LB)... 2 12 Cincinnati at Tampa Bay . New York Jets at New York Giants 


Cleveland at Green Bay. 

Dallas at San Diego... 

12 Denver at Indianapolis 

12 Kansas City vs. L.A. Rams at Berlin 


“ rt Washington at Cleveland 
Los Angeles Raiders at San Francisco (CBS). 
a6 Miami at Chicago 6 SUNDAY, AUGUST 26 


New Orleans at Minnesota... Houston at Minnesota (CBS) 


12 New York Jets at Philadelphia : MONDAY, AUGUST 27 
Seattle at Phoenix .... ' Philadelphia at Indianapolis (ABC)..........c006 72 


12 MONDAY, AUGUST 13 
12 New York Giants at Buffalo (ABC).........00.0 f FOURTH WEEK 


13 THURSDAY, AUGUST 30 


Buffalo vs. Chicago at Columbia, S.C. SESE: . 00 
12 SECOND WEEK New York Jets at Tampa Bay. i Aare AU 


12 FRIDAY, AUGUST 17 FRIDAY, AUGUST 31 

12 Buffalo at Detroit, vi Atlanta at New England 

12 Indianapolis at Sea H Detroit at Cincinnati 

= Pittsburgh at Washington..., 2, ; y-. 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 1 ndianapolis at New Orleans, 

12 Chicago at Phoenix... P : Los Angeles Rams at Washington (TNT 

12 Cincinnati at Atlanta. :00 Minnesota at Miami. 


Phoenix at Los Angeles Rams 
Pittsburgh at Dallas 
San Francisco at San Diego.. 


Harris, Hou. (WR)...... 
Harry, K.C. (WR)... 
Hayes, K.C. (TE)........ 
Jackson, Den. (WR)... 
Jeffires, Hou. (WR)... 
Junkin, Raiders (TE).. 


SSSS6WSS55 WS 
Sooosoosa 


Langh’rne, Cle. (WR), 
Logan, Mia. (RB)........ 
Marino, Mia. (QB)....... 
Martin, Cin. (WR) 
McKeller, Buff. (TE). 
Metzel’rs, Buff. (TE). 
Paige, K.C. (WR)......., 
Pelluer, K.C. (QB) 
Perryman, N.E. (RB).. 
Pinkett, Hou. (RB)..... 
Rozier, Hou. (RB)....... 
Schwedes, Mia. (WR) 
R. Thomas, K.C. (WR) 


Toon, Jets (WR)........ 12 Dallas at ders. ; Phoenix at Denver... 
Trudeau, Ind. (QB)... 12 Misti at east SNES : Seattle at San Francisco. stave. 
Verdin, Ind. (WR) «.... 12 New Eng. vs, Tampa Bay at Ja 8: SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 1 


Wash'gton, LA (CB)... 
Winder, Den. (RB) 
Woods, Cin. (RB)........ 
Young, Den. (WR)...... 
t—Touchdown. 

tScored extra point. 


12 New Orleans vs. Green Bay at Madison, Wis... 1: Cleveland at New York Giants.. 

12 New York Giants at Houston (ESPN)... | Houston at Dallas 

12 New York Jets at Kansas City.... 7: Philadelphia at Pittsburgh (CBS). 
12 San Diego at Los Angeles Rams, $ San Diego at Los Angeles Raiders... 


DOP DIDI PS PDD PSPS PO PS PS PY PY PMO MY OPM PPM NIP POPS 


SCNMNCONCOCONEFPNNOCOCCONCONSCOCSCOCOCOOCCOCOFCOONNOWOWO 
NOOCCHONN KOCH OCONNNNOONOCNNNNNNNOONNNENNOOCONOWOW 
SOCSCNRFOCOCOFRPSCOCOOCSCOSCOCOONSCCOOCOCOOCOONNOCOOCCONOCOrOCOCSoSOo 
i 
Mm 


nm 


Check Out the LOW, LOW PRICES 
Fastest Shipping in the Country! 
Largest Selection in the Country! J 


— 
FEATURING 1990 SETS " ' SEND FOR OUR HUGE 120+ PAGE 

1900 Toppe Set - 792 cards... NATION'S MOST RELIABLE SPORTS CATALOG! CATALOG FREE WITH 

aan Tene aban pak a eae 32 BASEBALL CARD DEALER FIRST ORDER OR SEND IN $5.00 


1980 Donruss Factory Set-715 cards 
o FASTEST SERVICE IN THE COUNTRY! 
<z > GET 50 FREE 1909 AND OLDER MIXED | HOWARD'S REPEAT CUSTOMERS RECEIVE FREE OUR on : 
= §” BASEBALL CARDS WORTH UPTO $10 OR "BASEBALL CARD REPORT", 1980 Donruss Wax Box - 16 cards por pack 
J — MORE WITH EACH OF THESE SETS! THE MOST INFORMATIVE NEWSLETTER IN THE BUSINESS. L 20-1900 Donruss Wax Boxon- 11,520 carde 


BASEBALL SETS! NEW SETS 


FLEER DONRUSS 1889 Topps NFL - 396 cards ... ’ ( 
1989 Bowman Set. 484 cards 24 

1989 Donruss Traded - Prema 

1889 Donruss Rookies - 56 cards 

1989 Topps Traded - 132 card 

1988 Floer Traded - 132 cards 


“**Special! 1000 Unsearched 1990 Topps Baseball cards 
with bonus of 20 Glossy All Star Cards with each group, 
These are factory sealed, quaranteed unsearched! 

Sams Deal, 1000 Unsearchod 1989 cards... 
TOP 3 Same Deal, 1000 Unsearched 1988 cards ......., 
AllSets \_ 


Quality In MINT 
- 
) | «Featuring Supplies for the Condition WOHE-aETS 


Sports Card Collector 1988 Fleer Traded Set 
gq CALL TOLL FREE! You get the BEST 1987 Fleer Traded Set 


1986 Floor Traded Set 


VISA Ee ‘ AVAILABLE QUALITY ; 
Mastercard 1-800-457-9974 jastorcard ; CLEAR SHEETS for the Tea Clee viesea ear’ 


and C.0.0. ORDERS ONLY! 2nd ¢.0.0. ; 5 | same price you would pay 1988 Topps Traded Set 
IN OHIO CALL 1-419-943-2612 7 a for polyethelene(sott) ey coe ees oe 


’ | sheets and for FAR LESS 1986 Topps Traded Set 
or mailto: HOWARD'S i (Efe | than any other clear vinyl be ~~ eee Sate 
SPORTS COLLECTIBLES 4 . 1983 Topps Traded Set 
& os) ae We also have BINDERS., they have 
128 EAST MAIN STREET Bl |e oan a Foam-Padded Vinyl Cover with a 1982 Topps Traded Set 
P.O. BOX 84 DEPT. SNYB a - Slant D-ring for easy turning of 1981 Topps Traded Set 
Ic ' AIG $115 pages, also comes with Page 1985 Donruss Highlights 
LEIPSIC, OHIO 45856 100 for Protector. Style #100 available 1987 Donruss Highlights... 
+ 9-Pocket Top Loading Sheets) colors: Brown, Tan, Burgundy, 1987 Donruss Rookies - 56 card: 
Aso $2.75 pont. & hand. par basebstl card sat, $2.50 per football set or wax box, $2.00 * Double-Polished Vinyl for the | Charcoal, Red, Blue and Black. 1988 Donruss Rookies - 56 cards .. 
par Faded sol and 50¢ pur smaiier set. Plonse add $3.00 p&h par 100 shouts and $2.00 CLEAREST results 3° #100 Album... ; 1988 Donruss MVP Set- 26 cards 
tor euch album, Minimum $2.00 post & hand. peronter. Any shipmuntdalivend outside * DURABLE because they're 2° #100 Album...... . 1989 Donruss MVP Set - 26 cards ..... 
pclae! aleghae awe pa cone epi ent sprite mie made to ast Cui and ask about our NEW fine of albums, 1988 Donruss Leat Wax Box - 36 packs . 
oun aca 5 Tax, awe m Ip Pungo. jomrly Wi . fi 
ardering trnugh fw mail. PLEASE lint UPS deliverable uddrens, We de rotmumep.o, | * Trustworthy bacause they're | shecdly nesures ls ine Topps, Fra! so 1988 Donruss Wax Box ..., 
Bor dolvorivg, Ityau are using # credit card it willbe chargedt for tra Ml amount of your Laboratory Tested Albums, specaty dusignud for smocar 1289 Dotayis Wak Box 
mrder wrun your order wnters nur system sa ut we can reserva your products at the + FASTEST Shipping colectons, sich as team sets, 1989 Topps Wax BOK 1s 
Pricas qvoted. Thera is u $1.00 charge card fee ard u §4.00C.0.0, te. CANADIAN 
ORDERS: Money order (@eued in U.S. Unds) or VISAMastrcurd oder ony. 


‘ 


IN BUSINESS SINCE 1970, 100% GUARANTEE, 7 DAY RETUAN PRIVILEGE 
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THE SPORTS MARKETPLACE 


YOU'LL LOOK & FEEL LIKEA PRO WITH HEADGATOR® 


6 IN 1 HEADGEAR!! 


* Worn by NFL Players * All sport/all weather * Changes instantly to NECK- 


DELIVERY! 


teed. ORDER NOW! 


WINNING FANTASY 


FOOTBALL 
Easy with complete 1989 NFL fantasy 
stats. |Ideal owner's tool. Great for the 
draft. Complete reports of all scorers, 


specific scoring, by total points and 

position. Or get the entire MS Excel 

database on floppy disk. Satisfaction 

guaranteed. Specify reports ($5) or 

floppy ($10). Send to: 

TAS Group, P.O. Box 542, Dept. A 
Hillsboro, OR 97123 


FOOTBALL FANATICS 
IT’S HERE! 


WE'RE NOW TACKLING THE ENTIRE NATION WITH 
A SPECTACULAR NEW FANTASY-LIKE GAME 
DESIGNED FOR ONLY THE MOST KNOWLEDGE- 
ABLE FOOTBALL FANATIC. THE RULES ARE 
DESIGNED AROUND THE SIGNIFICANT STATISTICS 
COMPILED BY YOUR FAVORITE NFL PLAYERS 
G.F.L. 1S A STRATEGIC TEST OF FOOTBALL 
KNOW-HOW BETWEEN YOU AND YOUR FELLOW 
COACH/GM'S. 

OFFENSIVELY, SHOULD YOU PLAY A STANDARD 
SET OR GAMBLE WITH THE WISHBONE OR RUN- 
N-SHOOT FORMATION? DEFENSIVELY, DO YOU GO 
FOR SACKS WITH A 4-3-4 ALIGNMENT OR INTER- 
CEPTIONS WITH YOUR NICKEL PACKAGE? DO YOU 
START YOUR REGULAR QB WHO'S PITTED AGAINST 
THE STINGY DEFENSE OF THE VIKINGS OR TAKE A 
CHANCE ON YOUR BACKUP WHO'S PLAYING THE 
WEAK JETS? SHOULD YOU PLAY ROHN STARK 
WHO'S IN DENVER IN DECEMBER OR GREG MONT- 
GOMERY AT HOME IN THE “HOUSE OF PAIN"? 
YOU'RE THE OWNER, GM AND COACH OF 32 NFL 
PLAYERS. TRADE, PICKUP FREE-AGENTS, START 
YOUR MOST INGENIOUS LINEUP EVERY WEEK TO 
WIN IT ALLI! 


YOUR PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

* INSTRUCTIONS FOR SETTING UP YOUR OWN 
LEAGUE 

* COMPLETE LEAGUE BY-LAWS 

* SAMPLE SHEETS FOR LEAGUE ROSTERS, 
STANDINGS AND SCORING 


* APPLICATION FOR FREE REGISTRATION IN THE 
NATIONAL G.FL. ASSOCIATION 


| FOR THE REAL NFL FOOTBALL EXPERIENCE SEND | 
| YOUR GHECK OR MONEY ORDER FOR $5.95 (PLUS | 
| 60 CENTS FOR POSTAGE AND HANDLING) TO: | 


j GRIDMASTER LEAGUE FOOTBALL™ | 
| 2 RADER COURT 
| BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21234 


| name 


ADDRESS _ 
| CITY Ss — 
| STATE ——— eee | ae — 
L A PRODUCT OF CHALLENGE SPORTS™ wt 


WARMER, HOOD, MASK, SWEATBAND, EARBAND, HAT © Unrivaled soft, Poly- 
propylene/Lycra fabric blocks out wind & cold * Non-allergenic * Durable * 
Machine washable ¢ Onesize fits all men, women & children * Madein USA @ For 
athletes &fans all yearround * All NFL teams available tn official team colors& logos 
* OR solids: red, black, white, gray, navy, Oral, orange, burg 

teams, including BYU, U of |, U of IA, UM, MSU, ND, OSU, OU, Penn St., Pitt. 
$14.99+1.90 P&H ea SAVE! 2 or more just $13.99+1.90 P&H ea. IMMEDIATE 


undy. * OR college 


Send check, M.O. to; ANITA’S TREASURES, Dept. SPF, 1150 E. Cunningham, 
Palatine, |L 60067, Visa/MasterCard/AmExpress orders CALL TOLL FREE 1- 
800-535-5667, |! res. add sales tax. Makes a great gift. Satisfaction Guaran- 


Fantasy Football Fans! 


How are you coping with the moun- 
tain of stats needed to run your 
League? Don’t waste hundreds of $$ 
on a stat “service! Introducing 
StatsMaster Football, the IDEAL 
software solution to run your 
League on any IBM PC or Mac! You 
set the League and Team sizes! 
Track individual passing, rushing, 
receiving, special teams, team defen- 
sive performance. Add & drop play- 
ers, use the IR, make trades! Easy) 
data entry, or update from any on-| 
line source (CSW, USA Today, etc)! 
Assign variable points for stat cat- 
agories! Rank your teams on year- 
to-date or weekly performance! 
Print Stats, Standings, Transac- 
tions, and more, al] at the touch ofa 
key! For your copy of StatsMaster 
Football, just send check or money 
order in the amount of $110 to: 


TNA SOFTWARE 


“Now in our 7th Season” 
PO Box 1672 « Campbell, CA 95009 
For Visa/MC, 1-800-283-4080 Ext. 840 
Demo Disk $5, (Credit towards Full Purchase) 


ULTIMATE 
FANTASY 
FOOTBALL 


You can own, draft and manage your own 

Pro Football Team. Play in the league that 

uses all the statistics, not just touch- 

downs. We have: live and mail drafts; 

weekly newsletters; NO transaction fees; 

great prizes and more, CALL NOW for a 

FREE BROCHURE: 508-724-3285. 

Or write: 

UFFL, Box 762, Petersham, MA 01366 
Entries are due August 25, 

Join as an individual or join with friends: 


FANTASY FOOTBALL! 


Fantastic Sports Leagues is accepting franchises 
for the 1990 Football season. FSL provides the following 


FANTASTIC services 
% Latge CASH prizes to EVERY League Champion! 
* Toll Free Hotline for Lineups and Transactions! 
* FREE Transactions! 
* Prompt Newsletters and Great Customer Service! 

CALL or write for a FREE BROCHURE: 
TOLL FREE 1-800-336-3106 
(mn Calif. Call (714) 650-7386 
FANTASTIC SPORTS LEAGUES 
328 N. Newport Blvd. Suite 352 
Newport Beach, CA 92663 
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FANTASY FOOTBALL 


Don't miss out on the fun this year! 
Isn't it time to take a step up 
from the ordinary office pools? 


Sign up for your own 
Fantasy Football Franchise 
today! 


Win Season Tickets 
to your favorite NFL team 
Other prizes include 
NFL licensed products & CASH 


% *& & 3 LEAGUES & & & 
Standard Draft, easy play for fun 
Fantasy Buy, get the players YOU pick! 
Professional, Big money & Maximum skill 


First timers Welcomed - Free brochure 
Money back Guarantee 
Next Day Mail - Faxed results - Electronic mail 


We have excellent prices and the MOST LUCRATIVE 
prize packages available anywhere. So this Football 
season there is no need to go anywhere else for all 
your Fantasy Football excitement. 


WESTCOAST FANTASY SPORTS 
P.O. BOX 4061 
SANTA FE SPRINGS, CA 90670 
(800) 735-4890 
FAX (213) 863-9511 


Call Anytime — 7 Days A Week 


FANTASY FOOTBALL PLAYERS 


Increase Weekly Scores!! 


YES! t's true! TOP DOG SPORTS has undertaken a 
5-year game-by-game analysis of 200+ players, un- 
covering their yardage and scoring trends vs. each NFL 
team—trends that can be exploited each and every 
week to help you win BIG in 1990! 


TOP DOG’s 1990 Annual Offers: 
* 1990 weekly schedule analysis —Players analyzed 
week-by-week for best/worst plays. 

* Fantasy playoff analysis—Weeks 15-17 detailed. 
Who to draft in August for December playoff payoff. 

* Draft strategies—How to plan/execute a winning 
draft, including rookies & “statistical sleepers.’ 

* Trends & Angles —Keys player output: Home/road, 
turf/grass, on prime time TV, interdivision, etc. 

* PLUS —Team capsules +» Trades « Plan B+ Impact of 
expanded 17-week season + Rookies « All scoring meth- 
ods addressed and much more. 


Be the Top Dog in Your League! 
Send check or M.O. for $12.95+$2.00 S&H to: 
Top Dog Sports, Box 424 
Sandstone, MN 55072 


MN residents add 6% sales tax. 
For faster service send cashiers” 
check or money order. 


DISCOUNTED 
1990 NFL PRODUCTS! 


Fan Domes, Autographed Pillows, Fishing Lures, 
Ceiling Fans, Quilts, Helmet Mailboxes, Wall Art, 
Crystal Paperweights, Guitars and More! 
$1,00 for Color Catalog. 

Sports Collector's Heaven 
P.0. Box 33141-SNY, Granada Hills, CA 91394 


FANTASY FOOTBALL FANS — 


BE AN ALL PRO!!! 


Now in our 5th year, ALL PRO has 

a full season of publications and 

services thar will give you the 
Winning Edge! 


ALL PRO YEARBOOK — 1990 


This magazine will save you hours of 
preparation time by railoring player/team 
stats to the fantasy fan: extensive player 
and team comparisons by position, 
scoring/yardage by game, scoring-by- 
distance reports. “A ton of stats, easily 
gleaned." — USA TODAY 9/1/89. 
Also, a detailed schedule analysis thar 
includes rhe new NFL 16-game/17-week 
schedule; previews of each team, by 
position, including the 1990 college draft 
and free agent moves; “Fearless Fore- 
casts," and much more. (Nort available on 
newsstands) 


ALL PRO UPDATE 


Don't po co your draft without this 
“primer": scouting reports on all 28 NFL 
teams through training camp and three 
weeks of pre-season play, NFL rosters/ 
depth charts, updated predictions, and 
more P . $ 7.00 


THE ALL PRO GUIDE 


This booklet covers the basics of the game, 
including sample rules and forms, and a 
variety of formats to enhance your league. 
Also. tips on evaluating players and 
drafting strategies for Fantasy Football 
League veterans . ». $ 5.00 


ALL PRO WEEKLY 
The only weekly FFL newsletter, this 
report will keep you “on line” with 
important NFL activity. Subscriber bene- 
fits in each issue include NFL team 
rosters/depth charts, team and player 
statistics, injury reports, lineup changes, 
and other key information thar will assist 
you in using your best lineup and upgrad- 
ing your FFL roster. Don’t let important 
news slip past you. Sixteen issues — 


mailed on Mondays . . - $36.00 
ALL PRO PACKAGE 


Save money by ordering the Yearbook, 
Update. Guide. and 16 Weeklies ar the 
same time ; $6200 -. ». $54.95 


ALL PRO BI-WEEKLY 
If you prefer, you can save by ordering 
every other issue of the ALL PRO 
WEEKLY. Eivht issues 


ALL PRO TELEPHONE NETWORK 
Imagine how great it would be if you could 
pick up the phone during the season and 
call a “fantasy friend" in any NFL city and 
get vital info on your players. Ir ean be 
done! (Details upon request.) 


NOTE: All prices Include Ist class 
postage, and shipping & handling charges. 


To place an order, send a check or money 
order. Or write or call (at any hour) for a 
FREE brochwre. 


6926 Kester Ave., # 6B 
Van Nuys, CA 91405 (818) 782-7752 


ALL PRO — Don’t leave home 
(for your draft) without it!! 


HEAD COACHES WANTED 


Head-to-Head Fantasy Leagues 
Are Forming Now 


MAKE YOUR SPORTS FANTASY A REALITY! 
= 1-800-326-8326 & 


Call today for a free brochure and sample weekly newsletter. 
FOOTBALL - BASKETBALL - BASEBALL 
Green Mountain Fantasy Sports - Burlington, VT 


SPRINT FASTER 
SPEED 


is vital to 
Success in Football and other Sports 


All phases of this successful program are thoroughly described. Get started and develop faster running speed 
now, Also available is the Jump Higher Program. Indicate which program on your order. Each program is only 
$6.00. Foreign orders add $2.00, Send payment to: Strong Press, P.O, Box 360654, Strongsville, OH 44136. 


(BSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS} 
i BDJ SPORTS Presents: 
i 


FOOTBALL FANTASY 1990! 


How would you like to own your own 
team? WIN GREAT PRIZES. 

LEAGUES ARE AVAILABLE START- 

ING AT $100.00. PHONE DRAFT. 
Never a charge for trades or free agents. 
Weekly newsletters. 
Also, toll free HOTLINE. ... 

CALL NOW FOR FREE BROCHURE! 
1-800-548-2235 or (incr. CA) 203-569-7648 
Or write BDJ Sports, P.O. Box 732, 

Glastonbury, CT 06033 

Leagues start forming in late July thru Sept.! 
4 We GUARANTEE Great Customer Service!!! 
SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSH) 


BANantics 


Simply Put: When it comes to Fantasy 

Football, we're better, we're cheaper and 

we pay all the phone bills to prove it! 
For Free Brochure Call: 


1-800-245-5986 


The best value you'll ever get, Subscribe 
to the Cowboy Fan. $30 for 15 issues. 
Year ‘round expert commentary on the Cowboys. 
Plan B, draft, trades and media all covered. 
Don’t miss out! Make all checks payable to 
D. Ward, Box 6397, Grand Central 
Station, New York, NY 10163-6021 


PREMIER SPORTS 


FOOTBALL LEAGUES NOW FORMING 
* Cash Prizes * Head-to-Head Competition 
* Live Phone Drafts * Weekly Newsletters 
* Free Trades &FA. *& FAX Service 
CALL 516-796-1527 OR WRITE 
PREMIER SPORTS 
P.O. Box 752, Levittown, NY 11756 


FANTASY FOOTBALL LEAGUES 


Draft and coach your favorite football stars in 
the most realistic fantasy league around. 

WE OFFER: *On-Time Weekly Newsletter 

+ Live, Conference Call Drafts + Personalized, Dependable Service 
*Free Trading «Great Prizes 

All this, plus a low membership fee, so why pay more when you 
can get the best for less! Call or write: FANTASPORTS 
P.O. Box 772 © Phoenixville, PA 19460 © (215) 933-4922 


fT MA.S.C. “CONTACT” a os 1 


j FOOTBALL CAMPS 


in PA, IL & Canada ® June, July © Boys 8-18 
| “LIVE CONTACT & SCRIMMAGES i 
STAFF: 35 NFL Pros, Pro Coaches, 80 College Coaches 
] For Brochure and Info: Maynard Turow—SNYBP 
14000 WN, Gate Or., Silver Spring, MD 20906 


Other Camps: A.S.C. Kick Camp w/NFL Kickers 
A.S.C. Pro Try-Out Camp w/Pro Coaches & NFL Scouts 
mun Call Toll-Free 1-800-272-7017 ams 


OO It tk tek 


Order ®CBS 
Your . . . SPORTS 


CAPS! 


ONLY $9.95 ea. 

plus $2.95 S + H per order 

+ Genuine, Officially Licensed Caps! 

» Available in 2 styles with adjustable 
leather strap. 

» Navy blue in 100% cotton w/yellow 
& blue logo patch (#CBS-1) OR 
Royal blue corduroy with yellow 
direct embroidered logo (#CBS-2). 
100% Guarantee - Fast shipment! 

4 YES, Rush the following caps 

#CBS-1 #CBS-2 

QTY QTY 
Name 
Address 
City, State, Zip _ 


Card # 


MC 4 VISA 4 AMEX Exp. Date =. 
PAY BY Check, Money Order or Credit Card 


Credit Card Orders Call TOLL-FREE 
1-800-678-FANS 


American P.O. Box 786, Dept. SNF 
“ELJSTAND —s Newington, CT 06111 * 
FO III RIO AR ORK Ik 


Sho bb bt bobbi ab bbb bbb ab bob ob bbb to bob bib bobo bot tt tb be a bt a ae a 
[Ob bbb bbb botob tbo bb bbb bob fb bbb bob bob i bb bb bf bbb ate ab ab ab ab ab a a a 
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PAST SUPER BOWL CHAMPIONS 


Game Winner Loser Score Most Valuable Player 
I Green Bay (NFL) Kansas City (AFL) 35-10 Bart Starr, Green Bay 
II Green Bay (NFL) Oakland (AFL) 33-14 Bart Starr, Green Bay 
Ill New York (AFL) Baltimore (NFL) 16-7 Joe Namath, New York 
IV Kansas City (AFL) Minnesota (NFL) 23-7 Len Dawson, Kansas City 
& ! Vv Baltimore (AFC) Dallas (NFC) 16-13 Chuck Howley, Dallas 
A VI Dallas (NFC) Miami (AFC) 24-3 Roger Staubach, Dallas 
ys Bend, Oregon 97702 VII Mian (AFC) Washington (NFC) 14-7. —_ Jake Scott, Miami 
VIII jami (AFC) innesota (NFC) 24-7 Larry Csonka, Miami 
388-0662 or 389-6941 Ix Pittsburgh (AFC) Minnesota (NFC) 16-6 — Franco Harris, Pittsburgh 
x fepat tl? Dallas (NFC) 21-17 Lynn Swann, Pittsburgh 
: XI lakland ( ) Minnesota (NFC) 32-14 ‘Fred Biletnikoff, Oakland 
Draft and manage your favorite football XI Dallas (NFC) Denver (AFC) 27-10 Randy White, Dallas 
stars. All for only $25 a season. The best Harvey Martin, Dallas 
and most affordable system available. XII Pittsburgh (AFC) Dallas (NFC) 35-31 Terry Bradshaw, Pittsburgh 
XIV Pittsburgh (AFC) Los Angeles (NFC) 31-19‘ Terry Bradshaw, Pittsburgh 
° Very flexible system to meet your XV Oakland (AFC) Philadelphia (NFC) 27-10 Jim Plunkett, Oakland 
league's needs. XVI San Francisco(NFC) — Cincinnati (AFC) 26-21 Joe Montana, San Francisco 
' XVII Washington (NFC) Miami (AFC) “27-17 ~— John Riggins, Washington 
Trading and unlimited roster XVHI a Angeles aE) ee (NFC) 38-9 Marcus Allen, Los Angeles 
XIX an Francisco (NFC) Miami (AFC) 38-16 Joe Montana, San Francisco 
movement at no charge. XX" Chicago (NF) New England (AFC) 46-10 Richard Dent, Chicago 
j j XXI New York (NFC) Denver (AFC) 39-20 Phil Simms, New York 
Timely weekly standings and reports. XXII Washington (NFC) Denver (AFC) 42-10 Doug Williams, Washington 
Draft packets with last season's XXIIL San Francisco(NFC) — Cincinnati (AFC) 20-16 Jerry Rice, San Francisco 
XXIV San Francisco (NFC) Denver (AFC) 55-10 Joe Montana, San Francisco 


player comparison. 


Injury replacement done 
automatically from backup selections. 


Join our hundreds of satisfied 
customers. 


No totaling or calculating anything. 


All this done for a little more than 
ONE DOLLAR per week. 


— CALL OR WRITE — 


FOR FREE BROCHURE 
AND SAMPLE REPORTS 


FANTASY FOOTBALL MANAGER 


PC software designed exclusively for 
FANTASY FOOTBALL 


Fast, Intultive, User Friendly, with Built-In Flexibility. Player 
Stats are automatically converted to fantasy points using your 
rules! Produces beautifully formatted reports with Exclusive 
BOX SCORES + Fantasy Points for each player. You can even 
send the reports to a disk file and customize using your word 
processor or desktop publisher. 

Manual Entry is @ snap, computenzed entry using COMPUTER 
SPORTS WORLD" files is unbelievable! In seconds you will have 
all the stats and Fantasy points for every Offensive player, and 
Defensive team, even those not in your league, 

Form each team the way you like, as big es you like! Select your 
own tie- breaking rules. Statistically compare players. Records 
all transactions, Built-in Player list fram last years season (use 
your updated list from this year, next year}. Select between the 
built-in''Head to Head” schedule or the Free for All”, or build 
a custom schedule, up to 22 weeks. 

FANTASY FOOTBALL MANAGER is a real help to you in your 
week to week commissioner duties, 

Full featured DEMO $5.00 {cost will apply toward purchase} 
CA residents add sales tax. Please specify 5'/ or 3'/2 size disk 
FANTASY FOOTBALL MANAGER Ver 2.1 
in its 3rd Year — $54.95 


For VISA or MASTERCARD 
800 777-6629 / 408 371-5457 
Special Mail-Order * DEMO Disk - just $2.00 
El Gato Software P.O. Box 33093 / Los Gatos, CA 95031 


FOOTBALL CARDS OF 


YOUR FAVORITE TEAM 
Write for a FREE price list of 
football team sets. 

HALL OF FAME SPORTS CARDS 
3739 Cleveland Ave., N.W. 
Canton, Ohio 44709 @ (216) 492-3837 
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KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 


att.—attempts 
avg.—average 
C—center 
CB—cornerback 
comp.—completions 
DB—defensive back 
DE—defensive end 
DL—defensive lineman 
DT—defensive tackle 


K—place-kicker 
KR—kick returner 
LB—linebacker 


LE—left end 
LG—left guard 


LT—left tackle 


LCB—left cornerback 


LILB—left inside linebacker 
LOLB—left outside linebacker 


QB—quarterback 

R—rookie 

RB—running back 

RCB—right cornerback 
RE—right end 

RG—right guard 

RILB—right inside linebacker 
ROLB—right outside linebacker 
RT—right tackle 


D1—draft pick, first round MG—middle guard S—safety 

E—end MLB—middle linebacker S$S—strong safety 
FA—free-agent acquisition © NG—nosequard St.—State 

FB—fullback NT—nose tackle SupD1—supplemental draft 


FGs—field goals 
FS—free safety 
G—guard 
GP—games played 
GS—games started 


acquisition 


HB—halfback P—punter 
H-B—H-back PATs—points after 
ILB—inside linebacker touchdowns 
IR—injured reserve PR—punt returner 
int.—interceptions pts.—points 


HOW TO WIN YOUR FANTASY 
FOOTBALL LEAGUE IN 1990 


Win your fantasy football league with 
help from B“ Sports. The 1990 Fantasy 
Football Guide is the only preseason 
guide that: 

sprovides a complete analysis and 
forecast of the 1990 season with concise, 
informative comment and statistics 

sorganizes and ranks players by 
position and each fantasy scoring 
method and gives weekly strategies to 
help win your league 

sis a reference for game rules, 


schedules, and playoff formats 

sincludes the all-fantasy teams and 
the best fantasy performances of the 
1980s 


To order the 1990 Fantasy Football 
Guide please send a check or money 
order for $9.50 plus $2.50 postage to 
B Sporgs. Or for more details call or 
write B* Sports. VISA/MC accepted. 
MD residents add sales tax. Thank you! 
P. O. Box 10156-3636 


5 
cr. Sports Silver Spring, MD 20914 
fatten Services (301) 989-2398 
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OFA—original free-agent 


OL—offensive lineman 
OLB—outside linebacker 
OT—offensive tackle 


pick, first round 
T—tackle 
TDs—touchdowns 
TE—tight end 
Tr.—trade acquisition 
UFA—unrestricted (Plan B) 

free-agent acquisition 
W—waivers acquisition 
WR—wide receiver 
yds.—yards 


FANTASY FOOTBALL 


Potato League Sports and Scorefoard 
Sports have combined to offer the best Play- 
by-Mail Service available at any price. We 
use Scorefoard’s proven draiting and scor- 
ing system with the best software from Polafo 
League Sports. \7-week season and playofls 
Sign up as an individual or form your own 


private league. COME JOIN THE FUN! Call 
or write for free information and draft appli- 
cation. 1989 winners—Jim Grubba and Eric 


Mitchell. poraTo LEAGUE SPORTS 
4569 Mission Gorge Place, Suite B 
San Diego, CA 92120 
1-800-537-9228 or 619-282-8186 
FAX: 619-284-1278 


* FOOTBALL * BASKETBALL « 
* BASEBALL * BOXING «x 
SPORTS FANS... . the sports simulations 


ee ee es ee ee a 


you have been waiting for are here!!! 


3 IN 1 FOOTBALL 
Unmatched statistical accuracy * Stats compiler * Full team 
and player statistical breakdown »& You call the plays and 
timeouts * Compare scouting reports * Use the two-minute 
Tule * Over 500 teams included, pro and college, from 1948 to 
present! 
NEW!!! TKO PROFESSIONAL BOXING 
You manage over 600 fighters at various stages of theircareer 
* Cuts, TKO's, KO's, and color commentary during rounds * 
Complete between-round condition report and three-judge 
scoring * Stats compiler # You choose pre-fight conditions 
* New fighter sets released each year! 
ORDER TODAY! Mail check or money order for $39.99 each or 
call and order with VISA or MasterCard. Please add $2.50 for 
shipping and handling 
LANCE HAFFNER GAMES 
P.0. Box 100594, Nashvilte, TN 37224 @ 615-242-2617 


FOR FASTER PROCESSING PLEASE FILL OUT COMPLETELY AND BE SURE TO SIGN THIS APPLICATION. FOLD, MOISTEN HERE, SEAL AND MAIL 


I RO 


= CMBANS =a = = 


CITIBAMS = CITIBANS 
P = s B = 


cngucs 


> S = 


CITIEAN© 
== 
~~ 


CowRcTs 


= Cae 


CITIBANS CITIBANS 


= = 
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HE CITIBANK NFL VISA’ CARD. CHOOSE YOURS. 


Please use ballpoint pen 
Corel, point pe’ 


To choose the 1. Circle your 2. Complete, sign, 3. If you prefer your Citibank Remember, you must indicate 
paverttle team team your card favorite team's fold, seal NFL Visa card to show the the team (or NFL Shield) your 
will show, please helmet from and mail this NFL Shield exclusively card will show. Only one team 
night here. follow these easy those illustrated postage-paid (no team) please circle the ~A per cardmember account. 
. steps: below. application. NFL Shield on the right. 


Fe = PLEASE TELL US ABOUT YOURSELF 


i * ¥ . Print full name as you wish it to appear on the card. First. Middle, Last 
LF, e-t 
J : Your Home Address Number and Street City oF Town eal 
‘ Years at Current D Own Home Q Rent OD Other | Social Security Number Date of Birth (Month/Day/Year) 
© ea i v3 Address DOwnCondeyCo-op Parents 
= al 


eS 


Previous Home Adcress Apt. No. Cty or Town State | ZipCode Years There 


Redskins Bears Lions 
Sy PLEASE TELL US ABOUT YOUR JOB 
oe, ny eI |e el irae a 
4 if Retired or Self-Employed. Bank Name Bank Phone Number Account Number 


Packers Vikings Buccaneers 


cate ABOUT YOUR INCOME 
i 4 \ f fe @) You need not include spouse's income, alimony, child support, or maintenance payments 
- \ paid to you if you are not relying on them to establish creditworthiness. Your total annual 
ie : income fromall sources mus! be atleast $12,000 to be considered forcardmembership. 


Your Total Personal Other Househoid 
Yearly income $ Income $ 


Source of Other Household Income 


ABOUT YOUR EXISTING ACCOUNTS 


Please check those that apply. Be sure to specify Institution/Bank name. 


> 
=, C Money Market/NOW Account 
Institution Name: 
Falcons Rams Saints 
: “s © Checking Account 
Institution Name: 


G Savings Account 
Institution Name: 


eur sa pal ng 
7 7 3 ey 7 WOULD YOU LIKE AN ADDITIONAL CARD AT NO CHARGE? 


if yes, write in the full name of the user First, Middle, Last 


49ers Bills Colts 
= a Visa/MasterCard American Express Card 
al s \ O Diners Club © Department Store/Sears 
4 PLEASE SIGN THIS AUTHORIZATION 
Dolphins Patnots Jets By signing below | authorize Citibank (South Dakota), N.A. to check my credit history and exchange information about how | handle my account with proper persons and with credit bureaus if 
os lam issued a card. | authorize Citibank (South Dakota), N.A. to forward my name and address to National Football League Properties, Inc. or its agent, for NFL promotional purposes, | 
if : authorize my employer, my bank, and any other references listed above to release and/or verity information to Citibank (South Dakota), N.A. and its affiliates in order to determine my 
{ Uf Mf ; fy eligibility for the Citibank credit card. | am aware that information gathered about me is used to determine my eligibility for the credit card account and any renewal or future extension of 
; > ie a a credit, If | ask, | will be told whether or not consumer reports on me were requested and the names of the credit bureaus, with their addresses, that provided the reports. It | designate an 
be . SSee authorized user to use my card, | understand that account information will also be reported to credit bureaus in the authorized user's name. Icertity that|am 18 years of age, or older, and that 
the information provided is accurate. | understand that if | use the card of authorize its use of do not cancel my account within 30 days after | receive the card, the Citibank Agreement sent to 
Bengals Browns Oilers me with the card will be binding on me and that | will be responsible for all charges incurred and all applicable fees. 
In order to be considered for a Citibank NFL Visa card you must com- 
A plete and sign this application. You must be a U.S. resident to apply. 
‘a |" Omission of any of the information requested in this application may be 
rm grounds for denial. 
Thave read and understand the disclosures on this application. 
Steelers Broncos Chiefs 
= a - Applicant's Signature Date 
{ 9 e =) N a ° N U J 8 Piease allow = your application, Citibank (South Dakota), N.A. 
1 eat Ag Cf 
= Fey © 1990 Citibank (South Dakota), NA. Member FDIC 


rae Chapen Soh ie CITIBAKS” 


ACITICORP COMPANY 


THE CITIBANK NFL VISA CARD. 


SCOUT OUT WHY IT’S YOUR NUMBER ONE PICK. 


Unlike other Visa® cards, the Citibank NFL Visa carries the 
name of your favorite pro football team. Watch it catch people's 
attention every time you use it. Accepted at more than 6 million 
locations worldwide, the card ensures you a home team wel- 
come everywhere you go. What's more, it comes with an 
impressive record of cardmember benefits 

A CHECK OUT THE STATS: 

* Citibank Customer Service, toll free 24 hours a day, every day 

* Cash Advances at over 39000 Automated Teller Machines 
(ATMs) and 210000 financial institutions, 

* ATM Locator Service to direct you to the nearest cash machine 

* The Lost Wallet™ Service replaces your Citibank NFL Visa 
Card usually within 24 hours, provides you with emergency 
Cash and helps you replace your driver's license and other 
missing documents. 

* Immediate credit line increases over the phone if you qualify, 
and more 

_ ALL-PRO SAVINGS ON NFL PRO LINE GEAR. 

Asa Citibank NFL Visa cardmember, you can enjoy 20% 

Savings when you buy merchandise from the exclusive Citibank 


Average Daily Balance (including 
Pplying to marital property wall aMlect a creditor's wterest 


new purchases) 
Ata financial institution, 2% of 


amount of advance but not less 
than $2 or more than $10. At an 
Automated Teller Machine, $1.75. 


pplication is accurate as of 


CITIBANK NFL VISA® CREDIT TERMS 
ged after that date. To find out what may have 


changed, write to us at P.O. Box 6116, Sioux Falls, SD 57117-6116. 


The information about the costs of the card described in this a 
April 1990. This information may have chan 
WISCONSIN RESIDENTS ONLY Wisconsin taw prowdes that nv agreement, court order or individual statement a 


Method of Computing the Balance for Purchases 


Late Fee on Purchases and Cash Advances 
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Minimum Finance Charge 
Cash Advance Transaction Fee 


Grace Period 


Annual Fee 
unless prior to the time credit is granted the creditor es furnished with @ copy of the agreement, court order or statement, or has actual knowledge of the adverse provision 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 


NFL PRO LINE™ catalog. There's a full roster of odds-on favor- 


it@s for every football fan: tearn sweaters, game jerseys, helmets, 


game balls and more. 


SIGN ON WITH YOUR FAVORITE TEAM NOW. 

Simply circle your favorite team's helmet or the "NFL Shield" 
card, then complete and return the attached application. Don't 
drap the ball on this special opportunity. Team up with the top 
pick—the Citibank NFL Visa card. 


THE CITIBANK NFL VISA CARD. 
iis YOUR 1** ROUND DRAFT PICK. 


CITIBANS 
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NECESSARY 
IF MAILED 
IN THE US. 


SIOUX FALLS, SD 
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POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 


CITIBANK (SOUTH DAKOTA), N.A. 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota 57117-9808 


RO. Box 6092 
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"MORE PEOPLE HAVE SWITCHED TO ONE PAINT THAN 
ANY OTHER INTHE LAST FIVE YEARS. 


Maybe it’s time you switched to Glidden. 


Official paint sponsor. ) Paints wordseacer A better way to paint™ 


1 *Hint. It’s as 


refreshing 
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as a splash 


in a pool. 


tew York, NY Seagram's Gin 100% Net 


1990 Joseph E Se 
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